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Ershad owns
three houses A"' i

By Staff Correspondent

Deposed president Ershad
owns three houses worth Taka

nnmmumm

Deposing before the special
court chaired by Judge
z.ﬂ Ali Khan yesterday
prosecution witnesses said
tht trlh-d had given his
house in Dhaka to his wile
Rawshan Ershad and son
m Al Mahi (Saad Ershad)
a gt while that of Rangpur

I'-ul been rented out

The prosecution side yes-
terday produced 11 witnesses
including Shamsul Haq, man-
ager of Rupali Bank
Cantonment Branch who was
also carlier.

The prosecution side was
led by General Aminul
Haque while uty Attorney
Generals Hasan Arif and Amirul
Kabir Chowdhury., APP
Fariduddin Ahmed assisted
him.

On the other sige the de-
‘fence was led by advocate
Sirajul Haque while TIM Fazle
Rabbi, Yousul Hussain
Humayun, Sudhir Kumar Hazra
and Mosharral Hossain Kazal
assisted him.

Prosecution witness
Shamsul Haque during his
cross-examination expressed
his ignorance about a sugges-
tion that the FDR with
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another ution witness
Abdur hid. Executive
Engineer of Mahakhali Branch
of Public Works Department
said that he assessed the value
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her did never hesi-
tate to take any step lo protect
the intcrest of the peoplc.

As regards the Indemnity
Bill submitted by

(1975) was a black chapter in
the Constitution of our country.

If there is rule of law in the
country and there is scope of

killings of my parents?”, asked
Sheikh Hasina in a choked

She called upon the ruling
to cooperate in the pas-
of the Indemnity (Repeal)
Il and said the bill would
an end to the politics of
killings and conspiracies.

The AL chief also urged her
partymen and the people to
movement all over the
mﬂy demanding trial of the

killers of Bangabandhu. She
announced that AL
would organise a pub-
ting at Panthapath in

E’iE ;

Fidl

programme

u on these media .

on his death

Shefkh Hasina declared that
her party would continue
struggle for economic emanci-
pation of the people and urged
the people to remain united
for achieving their rights.

Pointing out to the priét:
hike of essentials. she de-
manded implementation of the
Pay Commission Report. She
mentioned that the govern-
ment officers and employees
should also keep in mind that.
they were accountdble to the
people and so. they should
discharge their duties accord-

Sheikh Hasina demanded
immediate reopening of the
closed educational institutions
and adequate measures for
ending campus violences. She
protested the terrorist activi-
ties of a certain quarter in
Chittagong University and al-

that the Viee-Chancellor

the University remained

hostage in the hands of the
terrorists.

Criticising introduction of
the VAT system, Sheikh
Hasina said the new system
had created adverse impact on
the economy. She maintained
that the VAT system cowdd bé
introduced only afier creating

of the house along with an in-

spector of the Bureau of Anti- |

Corruption on February 16,
1981 and found that the cosl
of the house was not less than
Taka 15,33,624. Cross-
examination he said t the
valuation was assessed at 198]
as it was found that the

was built that year.
Prosecution witness MA
Wadud, Director of T&T Board

before the court cor- |

roborated the statement of the
Executive E (Tech)
ofl T&T Board, who was pro-
duced earller and witnessed
to the international maritime
earth satellite and high pow-
ered TV antena which were
recovered from Sena Bhavan.
Wadud said that he did not
know whether the TV antena
was given by the Crown Prince
of Kuwait.

Arffur Rahman Secretary of
National Tea Company who was
produced as prosecution wit-
ness said that Ershad earmed a
sum of Taka 67,602 as profit
from his 250 shares of the
company worth Taka 25,000.

Executive Engincer
Shajahan All deposing before
the court said that he stayed at
the house of Ershad in
Rangpur from April 1984 to
March 1989 and paid Taka
4000 per month to Ershad’s
mother as rent.

Executive Engincer of
Rangpur Public Works
Department said that he
assessed the value of the two
houses at Taka 11,569,812.

The prosecution side also
produced Senior Assistant
Secretary of Home Ministry
Abdul Malek as prosecution
witness.

Three of the servants or
Ershad Shafiqul_Islam. Hossen
Ahmed and Abu were
also tendered to the court for

tion.

Till yesterday the prosecu-
tion side produced 24 wit-
nesses. The court was ad-

journed tll Sunday next.

More lawyers
UNB adds: Ershad now un-
dergoing trial in a corruption
cas¢ has inted five more
la fend him.
are Mofizur Rahman
Majumdar, Mustafa Jamal
(Baby), Sharifl Ahmed, Shafiqul
islam Babul and Helaluddin. All
of them were appointed ecarlier
but dropped few days ago.
With them, 18 rs arc
enlisted to defend the deposed
President who has already

been convicted in an arms

casc and sentenced to 10

vrm tmprimnntnt.

Hasina : cooperation

a favourable atmosphere
Deputy Lendl:r nf the
Opposition in the Jatiya

Sangsad (Parliament) A
Samad Azad said the demand

for parliamentary democracy |

was incorporated in the Joint
Declaration of the three major
alliances. By the 12th
Amendment that commit-
ment to the nation was ful-
filled. he said. He demanded

nce of the judiciary
as was stipulated in the Joint
Declaration.

Awami League General
Secretary Begum Sajeda
Chowdhu her party de-
cided to ll‘-{ght for the parlia-
mentary form of \n:rnmr.-nt
in I‘BTB ﬂhelkh Hasina's
seven-point demand also in-
cluded demand for switching

over to parliamentary !‘aznnrm.l

she reminded.

She called upon the ruling
BNP to cooperate with Awami
League in passing the
Indemnity (Repeal) Bill. She
mentioned th.t the killers of
Bangabandhu claimed that late
President Zia provided them
with the blucprint for the
killing. “If BNP does not coop-
erate with Awami League in
repcaling the Indemnity
Ordinance, then the claim of
the killers would prove true,”
she said.

She demanded of the
Government to declare August
15 as the national mourning
day.

In a resolution adopted in
the meecting the party vowed
to organise a vigorous mass
movement {f any conspiracy
was hatched to keep the
Indemnity Ordinance in force.

The meeting also de-
manded steps to improve the
law and order situation. It said
Awami League would launch a
movement against the VAT
system {f it was not withdrawn
by August 20. B

The meeting condemned
tht nomination of mayors of

edv corporations and de-
chcunn of the mayor |

and commissioners of Dhaka |

City Corporation.
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who had sacrificed their lives

for Ind:pcndcrm and democ-
lr':lyed to Almighty
ﬁlhh for of the de-
souls. T‘I'le nation would
or ever remember those
whose supreme sacrifices
opened the golden gate of
democracy.

Begum Zia said power was
usurped from an elected gov-
ernment on March 24, 1982,
following which started a reign
of oppression. misrule and ac-
tivities devoid of any principle.
All democratic values were de-
stroyed including judictary and
seeds ol corruption were
spread in all spheres of society
and the administration was
made subservient. she said.

She said the national econ-
omy was crippled by rampant
plundering.

Begum, Zia said in this
backdrop a new government
was formed afler fair and free
elections in the country follow-
ing a mass upsurge. But within
39 days of formation of the
new government a great
calamity descended on our na-
tional life.

The Prime Minister said
with your cooperation, we had
em all our energies to

this crisis, in the midst
of an hu'nyud 1;5' lu~
tocracy on z:
resource mmtraint: on thr:
other.

Begum Zia said, immedi-
atcly after overcoming this cri-
sis we started working our

constitutional procedure for
transition to miamnmq
democracy and | promises
to the coun

The Prime Hlnlut:r men-

tioned that one-party rule and
presidential system were in-
troduced in the country in

1975. Later on,

Shaheced Prﬂldcnt leur

Rahman introduced multi-
of democracy and

m path the parlia-

mentary form of government

was being established.

She said vartous guestions
had cropped up in the people's
mind about the system of gov-
ernment after parllamentary
clections on 27 n the
light of bitter memories of
nine years ol autocrath
regime. So it became neccs
sary to restructure the system
of mment.

Begum Zia sald she had
indicated that the Sangsad
could alone decide the system
of government in the munlry
She said with this end in view
we started discussion al vani-
ous levels. After long discus
sions, study of s of the
hour and detailed analysis ol
realities in the society, we
were sure thalt there werce
unanimity, both inside and
outside Parliament on the sys-
tem of government, she added.

Begum Zia said soon after
ascertaining the views of all,
BNP decided to establish par-
liamentary system of govern-
ment through placing the new
amendment bl&.

The Primc Minister said

le's demeocratic journcy

d reached this successful
phase through great sacrifices
and bloodshed which would be
written in golden letters in the
national history.

She said an institutional
base has béen established with
the of the 11th and
12th Constitution Amendment
Bills by the Sangsad last mid-
night. She said parliamentary
system was going to be estab-
lished once again after long 16
ycars replacing the presiden-

"The

The meeting also de-

manded cancellation of the
voters list prepared during the
Ershad regime and preparing a
new voters list.

Presided over by city AL
F:t‘:-ldent Mujaffar Hussain

tu, the meeting was also
addressed by party's central
lecader Salauddin Yusuf, Abdul
Jalil, Amir Hussain Amu and
others.

ual form of
system wou hmullyhetn
troduced after reeciving final

verdict of the through a
referendum, Fhﬂd soon,

she satd.

Begum Zia sald, ‘our gov-
ernment was formed with the
support of the people who are

vested with sovereign ro-er
people’s verdy t was fipal 1o us
in all respect. shie added

Editorial on page 4

‘Our indebtedness
to Rabindranath

immense’

By Staff Correspondent

The 50th death anniversary
of poct Rabindrunath Tagore
was obscrved on Wednesday
through vut the country.

Different socto-cultural and
literary organisations held dis-
cussion meelings and arranged
cultural functions on the occa-
shon.

In the city. Bangla Academy
arranged a discussion meeting
where speakers said that the
Bengali nation was indebted 10
the great poect who enriched
the Bengali and the
society through his writings
and paintings.

' BBSS adds: Shilpakala
Academy organised a musical
and dance drama titled
‘Kushumey Kushumey Charan
Chinhya" partici by emi-
nent artistes ol the country.
The musical soiree organised
in this connection was partici-
pated by leading artistes.in-
cluding Papiya Sarwar. Sa‘adi

Mohammad, Mita Haq. Mridul |

Kanti Chakrawarty and

Kumkum Mirza.

Economic reforms
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savings in expenditures, he
noted

He stressed the need for
carrying out reforms in close
coordination in areas of trade,
industry and financial sectors.
puh of the new industrial
policy of the Bangladesh gov-
ernmenft for an export-led

growth pattern can be at-
tained only such coor-
dinated reforms, he said while
adding that the policy objec-
tives would not achieved
without liberalisation of trade.

He observed that thc re-
forms in the public sector
would need to be carried out
in effective ways while making
eflorts at the same time for

- maintaining macro-economic

balances.

"We are prepared top sup-
port the reforms by providing
funds to help absorb any ad-
versce impact on the balance of
payments and other economic
scctors related to the
changes”, he said,

About the country's long
ailing jute sector, he said the
annual h-un:lcn of loss in the
overall jut sector in
Banglades wu about Taka
seven billion.

He also mentioned.about
the system loss in the power

~sector. The loss is now abput

40 per cent which means that
out of every one US dollar of
expected operational earnings
the power sector get only 40
US cents, he said. He pointed
out that if the system loss of
the Power Development Board
could be reduced, Bangladesh
could implement a project
like Jamuna bridge in every
four years,

Karaosmanogilu observed
that he understood what diffi-
cult choices the new elected
Government faced for effecting

reforms and ll:l;ﬁmvlng overall
efficiency. The

economic
problems are all the more
challenging because of the
He stated that there were
some industrial wunits in
Bln(hduh which were per-
manently sick. Nobody I!l:n
the idea of closing down units
but keeping the permanently
sick units somehow opera-
tional is certainly not the an-

' dultrlal

swer, he added.
He said h would
need o make t eflorts o

increase agricultural produc-
tion, ensure food security,
raise industrial efficiency,
create competitive environ-
ment for trade, and invest
more in health, education and
other areas for human - re-
sources development. He felt
that the basic policy goals of

the new Government “are

quite in tune with the needs.”
A trans

parent and efficient
administration, he observed,
could implement the pro-
grammes in an effective man-
ner. As the Government makes
progress in implementation of
reforms, the World Bank and
the donor community will also
continue to support its devel-
opment efforts, he added.

The WB Vice-President said
high prudential standards
were needed for the financial
sectar and cnforeement ol dis-
cipline. Ile noted with satis-
faction the steps taken by the
Government for reforms in the
financial scctor. Recoveny
rates for bank credits, realistic
interest rate structure and ef-
fective and well-defined mone-
tary policy are the essential
conditions for an efficient [i-
nancial sector, he said.

He pointed out that a WB
mission would arrive shortly in

desh to review the [i-
nancial sector adjustment
programme for the release of
the second instalment of
credit funds by the bank under
the programme. °“| see good
reasons for the release of the
second instalment credits for
financial sector reforms®, he
added. |

About the possibilities of
resumption of the bank's
credits for the energy sector
development programmes, he
said, there was a WB
mission working in the power
sector. For disbursements of
credits, a clear programme for
reducing the system loss and
other referm arrangements
will have to the fimalised for ef-
I?e:uvu imphmtnuuun. he

i

a questign on
finalistion of in-

sector credit,

wmmﬂuupunmdthe

hope that it would go to the
Executive Board of Directors of
the Bank for approval this
year. Before that there should
be closer coordination be-
tween trade, industry and fi-
nancial sectors for implemen-
tation of reforms. he said.

Replying to another ques-
tion, he said the bank had
proposed a new public re-
source management adjust-
ment credit mme for

esh. Specific reforms
will be supported by the bank
in arcas of public resourcc
managcment under the pro-
gramme, he added.

About the multi-purpose
Jamuna B Project, the WB
‘Vi{:c President said the bank

preciated the keen interest

all political parties in the
prujcct lt is of course an im-
portant project for Hnking the
two parts of the country, he
admitted while adding that the
project would involve a huge
amount of development ex-
penditures involving borrow-
ings from the exiernal sources.

¢ safd the retums on such
huge investments for the
Jamuna Multi-purpose Bridge
Project as much as other stud-
ics would have to examined in
more details along with the
overall development expendi-
ture prioritisation exercises
by the government. It is only
recently that the prioritisation

exercise were completed by

the government, he said while
adding that he would at this
stage not like to mmmnt
about whether the p t was
going to the d:lnjrr.d or
speeded up.

About his meeting with the
government leaders iIn
Bangladesh, Attila
Karaosmanoglu said he had
very useful and constructive

discussions with them. In this |

connection, he mentioned
about his meetings with the
Acting President, the Prime
Minister, the Finance and
Planning Minister and several
other ministers invoived in
economic policy formulation
and finplementation.

The policy statements by
the Government leaders and

the programme for actions for

rcforms  are quite encourag-
ing, he observed. -

(o

Bye-election
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nation papers with the
Returning Officer or Assistant
Returning Officer or -with the
huhumno

iny of the nomination
II be held by the
Officer only on the
day (August 21) while
Ih: hast dq jor withdrawal of
candidature s August 26,
Polling will be held

11. )
The Election Commisasion

' has appointed the Additional

Divisional Commisstoner-1,
Dhaka Divistion, Returning
OfMcer lor constituencics

Dhaka-5 and Dhaka-9.

mﬁo? the remaining

constituencics have been n;(
potnl.ul Returning ﬂmu:r

The Dtllrtr.t Eler:tlun
Officer*4 and the District
Election Officer-3, Dhaka have
been appointed Assistant
Returning Officer for con-
stituences — Dhaka-5 and
Dhaka-9 respectively and the
District Election Officer-2 of
Chi district will act as

' Assistant Returning Officer for

the constituency Chittagong-8.
The concerned Upazila
Nirbahi Officers of the remain-
ing eight constituencies have
been appointed Assistant
Returning Officers for their re-
spective upazilas. '
Out of the 1] seats, 10 have
fallen vacant as four condi-
dates, who were elected from
more than one constituency in
the. last Jatiya Sangsad
Election, surrendered all but
one such seats as per provision
of law, the press release said
adding the seat of constituency
-1 fell vacant follow-
ing the death of its elected
member on May 19.

Ershad
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meet Ershad once a week for
consultation.

Attorney General Mnlnul
Haque said facilitics in the jail
were curtailed following re-
covery of Taka 4630 from the
posscssion of Ershad in the

Ershad said the money had
been with him when he was in
Guishan sub-jail and no oppor-
tunity had occurred to hand
over the money to any one.

Hearing both the sides the
lecarned Judge asked the
Attorney General Lo sec
whether the accused could be

given more facilities in the jail.

P
5
!

iR

the Election
Commission has collected a
large number of photographs
of the Sangsad Bhaban
(Parllament Duflding) from dif

tn Ir"r-ntﬂq. r-un'q

sen from thoem.

If photographs do not ap
pear to be covugh 1o serve e
., artists will be en-
gaged to give a famillar sketch
of the buliding to be printed
on the ballot paper.

The sources said the refer-
endum will be organised In a
way that #t becomes educative
for most voters, and makes
them democratic minded.

The Secretary of the
Election Commission is likely
to be made the Returning
Officer for the referendum. All
Deputy Commissioners of the
64 districts arc hkely o be
made Assistant Returning
Officers. Upazila Nirbahi
Officers will be asked to assist
the Assistant Returning
Officers in their work.

r
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tions. After of the
Re and Assistant
Retu Officers. Presiding
Officers and Polling Officers
will be . and services
of law agencies en-
Hsted.

Officers will send
results of referendum to
Assistant Re Officers

who in their turmm will

the results and forward those
o the Returning Officer. The
Returning Officer will an-
nounce results of the referen-

expecied o be cleared by

%uﬁun—:

dum hll! in the m for
immediate consideration on

Wednesday Dr Badruddoza
Chowdhury, Member-in-
Charge of the bill requested
2% Opposition Bench mem-
bers 0 withdraw their
urhendments. He sald that
stine the Constitution 12th

okey it; none should object to
the of the referendum
bill. He the of

sitting, to um
tle MPs giving amend
for the purpose
Speuker obliged.
ments were then rejected
the House by voice votes.
Finally the House

the r:ﬁ:r::ndum bill unani-

e — - -

People's hopa
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hailed passage of the constitu-
tion amendment bills.

They said the bills will pave
way for political stability and
economic sell-rellance of the
country.

The DUCSU Icaders con-

tulated Begum Khaleda Zia
or the passage of 11th and
12th Constitution Amendment

Bills in parllament and called
upon people of all strata o co-

opcrale with the present gov-
ernment for bullding the na
tion and the country.

The President of
Bangladesh National Awami
League. Prol Mozaffar Ahmed
and General Secrctary Pan l{
Bhatacharya said all the blac
laws should be repealed and
the democratic rights of the
people be upheld to make the
pariiament sovereign.

The Combined Cultural
Alllance urged the pecople to
remember the martyrs of anti-
autocracy movement in this
happy moment. It also ex-
pressed hope that under the
parliamentary system the rule
of law will be established and
terrorism rooted out.
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The Vice Chancellor of
Dhaka University ho that
the parliament come
forward to face the educational
institutions from violence.

Ban Federation of
University Teachers
Associations (BFUTA) said the
passage of llth and 12th
Constitution Amendment Bills

Anwar
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of the provisional leave peti-

tion.
Our stafl correspondent

adds: Anwar Hossain was freed
yesterday.
Tito's release ordered
Another report said a

Division Bench of the High
Court Division yesterday

ordered release of the detenu,
former state minister Khaledur
Rahman Tito. if he was not |

wanted in connection with
other case.
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