‘Size of the cabinet

Sangsed

of that but what she
was somcthing differ-

rose to his feet and sald the

relcvant issues have been spelt
out in chapters in the bill and

Election Commissioner.
This would strengthen
Dr AKM Asjad (Jamaat-
said independence of

the is important and
care must be taken about that.
Abdul Hafiz

Md Abdul Hafiz (NAP-
Nilphamari) moved a number
of amendments and said inde-

Ftnduuul’tln udiciary and
ree and fair elections de-
pended much on the nt-
ment of Chiel Justice Chief

Election Commissioner and
the House must devole its at-
tention to this .

Mosharrafl Hossain (AL)
plcaded that the President's
agce must not be less than 40
since it was widely acknowl-
edged that a person attains
maturity at this age. He said
Prophet Mohammad (SM) also
altained “nobuwat” (Prophet-
hood) at the age of 40.

Abdul Matin Khasru (AL)
also spoke in the same vein.

Professor Md Waltulliah (AL)
proposed that the President
should have also a as
the educational g n
since only age could not be the
criterfon for becoming
President.

Maulana Sobhan

Maulana Sobhan (Jamaat)
proposed that the President
should not have the power of
celemency in relation to a
killer unless approved by the
“wares® of the victim, in a¢-
cordance with the holy Quran.

Jamaal members Moulana
Matiur Rahman Nizami
(Pabna), Mohammad Sakhawat
lossain (Jessore), A M Riasat
Ali and Nazrul Islam
(Satkhira), Mohammad Latifur
Rahman (Nawalganf), Shahja-
han Chowdhury (Chittagong)
and Dr AKM Asjad (Rajbari)
said the provision em ring
the president for pam; a
killer convicted by a court s

t the Quranic provision.

said that concurrence of
the nearest relations of the
person killed should be
incorporated in the pardoning
clause. They said otherwise
this clause might be used for

political purposes.
Mansur Ahmed

Mansur Ahmed (AL Satkhira)
said since the President would
be elected by the votes of the

MPs of the majority party, the
President at times, may not be

impartial.

Citing the case of one
Mohammad Azam, Munsur
:::’;d:: was convicted and

life imprisonment
a lower court. When his c-z
was in the High Court, the
President not only pardoned
him but him as his
own brother in a' public meet-
ing. He said the President
should be empowered to par-
don all excepting a person

convicted for killing by a court.

Abdul Matin

Awami League Member
Abdu! Matin Khasru
and Mohammad Sultan-ul-
Kabir Chowdhury (Chittagong)
said, the provision necessitat-

ing the concurrence of the
nearest relation or relations of
the person killed while the
President pardons a killer,
should be incladed. They said
this was essential for stopping

political killing.

Tofael Ahmed
Tofael Ahmed (AL-Bhola)

- sald there was a sensational

news in Monday's ncwspapers
that Jatiya Party members, in-
cluding deposed President
Ershad now in would be
brought to the House on pa-
role.

Tofacl said had
allowed four Jatiya lead-
ers, Moudud Ahmed, ur

Rahman Chowdhury, Shah
Moazzem Hossain and Reazu-
ddin Ahmed Bhola Mia to meet
deposed President Ershad for
two hours. He said two JP
members, who were outside
Dhaka, were brought for this

purpose.

The Awami League Icader
asked i this was in-
tended to obtain the support of
the JP members for the pas-
sage of bills.

He said would resist
the for the

image of Shetkh Hasina
th% disseminating news by

the

He that the Jatiya
Party m had met the
Prime Minister. He wanted to
know from the mment
whether it was an attempt to
rehabilitate the Jatiya Part
and deposed President Er!hnc{

Tofael Ahmed warned that
any attempt to obstruct the
introduction of the Indemnity
Bill would be resisted by the
Awami Leagne.

Moudud Ahmed, Acting
Leader of JP Parllamentary
l‘:rt&. said Awami League
would never be able to resist
the political rehabilitation of
former President Ershad.
Ershad had been elected from
five constituencies. Only those
people were opposing his
(Ershad) rehabilitation who
thought that by this they would
lose politically, he added.

Moudud Ahmed

Moudud said former
President Ershad, former min-
isters Kazi Zafar Ahmed, Anwar
Hossain and Sarder Amjad
Hossain were clected mem-
bers of this Sangsad and they
had absolutely legitimate right
to participate in the voting on
the important Constitution
Amendment Bills. If these JP
members were allowed to take
oath as MPs, why they would
not be able to take part in the
voting, he asked.

He denied newspaper re-
port that some leaders of his

‘party had met the Kazi Zafar

Ahmed, Anwar Hossain and
Sardar Amjad Hossain in the
jail. Tofael Ahmed could have
verified the report from me
before raising the matter in
the House, he said.

Moudud reminded Tofael
Ahmed not to forget that the
JP leaders now in jail got
themselves elected as mem-
bers of this the same

way he (Tofacl)] had been
elected. He counselled Tofael

not be jealous and revengeful.

Dismissing the Opposition
charge, Prof Badruddoza
Chowdhury said that there was
no move on the part of the

overnment to rehabililate
ormer President Ershad and
his Jattya Party. He strongly
denied that former President
Ershad had a meeting with the
Prime Minister. There was no

proof to substantiate Lhis, he
added.
The Deputy Leader of the
House, however, made it clear
thdt every member of the
had the right to meet
the Prime Minister for dis-
cu his problems.
g€ is not an unpar-
llamentary sentence or word

he said adding lobbying is an

haviour.
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believed in presidential
system. If the Jatiya Party
for parllamentary system
c r stand, this

After the Law Minister's
speech, .the House was ad-
journed at 1-45 pm

The Jatiya Sangsad resumed
its sitting at 4-24 pm with the
Speaker, Abdur Rahman
Biswas, in the chair.

Abdul Hamid

Moving his amendment,
Advocate M Abdul Hamid (AL-
Kishoreganj)] said., before
clemency is showed by the
President, it should be dis-
cussed and approved by the
House. He said this was neces-
sary so that power was not
misused.

Nurul Islam Moni

Moving his amendment,
Nurul Islam Moni (Ind-
Barguna) said it should be in-
corporated in the Constitution
tha! the Presidént would hand
over charge to his successor
within 30 days from thc date
of expiry of his term and that
his seat would fall vacant on
the date of his handing over of
the charge.

Rahmat Ali

Moving his amendments
Rahmat Al (AL-Gazipur) said
none should hold the post of
the President for more than
10 years either consecutively
or in two separate terms.

He said any person defeated
in the parliamentary elections
would not be eligible to be a
Minister, State Minister or
Deputy Minister.

His amendment also said
that the Prime Minister would
exercise his or her executive
power according to the
Constitution after consultation
with the cabinet.

Rafiqul Islam

Prof Rafiqul Islam (AL-
Jessore) said there should be a
constitutional provision bar-
ring a president after leaving
his post, from holding any post
below that rank. He said this
was nece to uphold the
dignity of the post of
President.

Shajahan Siraj

Shajahan Siraj (JSD-
Tangail) said if a situation
arises when both the posts of
the President and the Speaker
become vacant or they become
incapable of working, the
power and responsibility of the
President would be bestowed
on the Chiel Justice of the
Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court and he would
lake all actions according to
the Constitution.

te said this provision in the
Constitution was necessary for
the ecxistence of the Par-
Hament and the Constitution.

Motia Chowdhury

Begum Motia Chowdhury in
her amendment, said the ex-
ecutive power of the republic
shall ¢ vested in the
President according to the
Constitution and subject to the
advise of the Prime Minister.

Abul Hasan

Abul Hasan Chowdhury (AL-
Tangail). moving a similar
amendment, saild this was
necessary, to make the post of
the President meaningful and
honourable.

Rashed Mosharraf

g next, Haji Rashed
Mosharrafl (Al-Jamalpur) said
the cabinet collectively and the
ministers individually would be
responsible to the House. He
said this was necessary as
sometimes due to the act of
one minister the whole cabinet
suflers. '

He said

Salauddin Quader

Suranjit Sengupta

. Moving his amendment,
Suranjit Sengupta said, the ex-
eculive of the

is vested in the President and
is exercisable by the Prime
Minister as the President's
representative, and extends to
the execution and mainte-

" nance of this Constitution and

of the laws of the republic
"should replace the proposed
Article 48 in Clause 3 of the
bill.

Sengupta said the full cabi-
net as well as"the members of
the cabinet individually be ac-
countable to the Sangsad.

Criticising the provision of
keeping reserved 10 per cent
of the . scats for Lhe
technocrats, he said it was a
not in accordance with the
Joint declaration of the three
alliances.

Jamiruddin Sircar

inlervening, State Minister
for Land Jamiruddin Sircar a
technocrat, said he was an
cleccted member in the Jatiya
Sangsad in 1979 and nonec
could say that he would not
contest elections in the future.

Referring to the plea for the
provision secking to have the
technocrat ministers elected
within six months, of their
joining the cabinet, Sircar said
this provision could be avoided
by resignation or by other ways
before the expiry of six months
and gel reinstatement later.
He said the 10 per cent quota
for technocrats would not be
inconsistent to the Con-
stitution.

Nurul Islam Moni ([Ind-
Barguna) and Begum K Matia
Chowdhury said the cabinet

mcmbers joinll}r and individu
ally should be accountable to
the House. '

Matin Khasru

Moving his amendment.
Abdul Matin Khasru (AL-
Comilla) said in the presiden-
tial form of government the
cabinet was accountable to the
President. He said in the par-
liamentary form the cabinet
members should be account-
able jointly and individually to
the House to fulfil the hopes
and aspirations of the people.

Moshrraff Hossain

Mosharral Hossain (AL-
Mymensingh) said the size of
the cabinet including Minis-
ters, State Ministers and
Deputy Ministers should not be
more than 25 considering the
financial, and socio-economic
condition of the country.

Prof Abdul Mannan said the
number of the technocrats in
the cabinet should not be more
than one tenth of the cabineL

The House reassecmbled at
5-62 pm with Deputy Spcaker
thlkﬁ Razzak Ali in the chair.

Salahuddin Yusuf

The chair the floor to
Salahuddin Yusuf (AL-Khulna)
to move his amendments but
requested the member to
move all his amendments to-
gether to save time.

Suranjit Sengupta (GP-
Sunamganj) -mft o speak
something but chair said
Sengupta had nothing to do
with this because what he said
was the understanding
reached among all sides.

Moving his amendments
Salahuddin Yusuf said if some-
ONne wWas a minister
without being a member of the
House, he or she must be
clected as a member of the
House within six months to
remain a minister,

The Deputy ker said it
was not a le since by
convention, members of the
parties having representation

Parliament

should not

in the Select Commitiee were

not expected to bring any
amendment at this stage.

City convention of the
House of Commons, the chair
said which give opinion
in committees lke the

Select Committee, in
a report at a later stage do not
bring amendment.

Abdus Samad

Deputy Leader ol
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad
said he would not like to raise
any controversy at this stage
but it was destrable that the
members discussed the
amendments as far as possible
and the Select Committee had

also agreed on necessary
discussions at later stage.

Delwar Hossain

Taking the floor, Chief Whip
Khandaker Delwar Hossain
said It was necessary to save
time for the passage of the
lith and 12th Constitutional
Amendment Bills _

He sald there was a huge
number of amendment but
most of them were similar in

nature

The Chief Whip urged all 1o
realise this sftuation and re-
frain from making repetitions
in their statements while

the

Mohammad Nasim

Chief Whip of the Opp-
osition Mohammad Nasim,
taking the floor, said the
Opposition was also keen to
save time but many amend-
ments despite their apparent
similarities were different in
mAany ways.

He urged the chair to give
opportunities to the members

as far as possible to speak on
their amendments.

The Deputy Speaker agreed
and said it was desirable that
the members would table their
amendments only.

Azizur Rahman
Azizur Rahman (AL-
Maulavibazar) moving his

amendment, said if a minister
was not a member of  the
House, he was not answerable
to the people.

As such, he contended, a
non-member minister must
become a member within six
months. .

Begum Matia Chowdhury
(AL) spoke in the same vein in
her amendment and observed
that the performances of the
non-member ministers in the
louse were nothing cxtra-or-
dinary, nothing beyond the
ability of the others who were
members of the House.

Rashed Mosharraf

llaji Rashed Mosharraf (AL)
said a minister, who is not a
member of the House often
fails to understand the pulse of
the p-mll:lc because he is not
elected from his area.

He said the stands of the
non-elected minister’'s differ-
ent substantially from those

clected by people.

Abdus Shahid

Abdus Shahid (AL-
Moulvibazar) in his amend-
ment said it would not be
proper that a members would
have to vacate his seat if he
remains absent from sit-
ting or on the plea of abstain-
ing from voting. He said any
member could fall sick at any
time absenting himself from
the sitting of the Sangsad.

The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad
drew the attention of the chair
to the latest position of the bill
for the re of the Indemnity
Act. He said the Law Minister,
Deputy Leader of the House
and the group leaders had all
recognised the admissibility of
the bill for repealing the
Indemnity Act.

' Azad sald the Law Minister
assured us that bill would be
placed before House after ful-
filling the uirement of
rules. He wanted to know from
the chair if the bill was
to be placed before the House
in the next private members’

day (Thursday).
&“R Speaker Sheikh
- i said the procedure
o a bill by a minister is
dm from that by a private
member. He said much has
been sald about the Indemnity
Bill. .
He said “we are moving to-

wards de in an atmo-
lnhm of amity and friend-
8]

ip”.
The Deputy Speaker said

we could net move much
ahead down the road to
democracy set in motion by
Sheikh Mujfbur Rahman in the
one year and ten months after
tl':emnfﬂ:mum.

To the cheers in the House.

the Deputy

Speaker said the Indemnity
laced even
the two

Bill could be
Wednesday. |
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securing the vote of confl-
dence was essential to judge
whether the Prime Minister
enjoyed the comfidence of the
majority of the members.
Suranjit satd that
the Chair's remark on the

House. He sald Jamaat has
fatled to cestablish
. “Moundudism” in

Bangladesh
Referring to the insertion of
"Bismillah-ir-Rahman-ir-
Rahim”

Sengupta said he accepted the
majority demand as

Nurul lslam Moni ﬂ.ll--
Borguna). Nazrul Islam
(Jamaat-Satkhira) and

The Deputy Speaker said if
the bill was ready it would also
be placed on Thursday. He said
“we want the establishment of

rule of law in the country.”
Mostafizur Rahman

Advocate Mostafizur
Rahman (AL-Dinajpur) spoke
in of his amendment
on t 12th Constitutional
Amendment Bill.

Next aker Khademul
Islam (AL- rgaon) in sup-
port of his Amendment Bill
said. - . how is it that
the defeat in the election
would make one minister and
victory will bring for one a seat
in the parllament only.”

Taking the floor next: the
mover of the bill for the re
of the * Indemnit ct,
Mohammed Nasim, '.IL Chief

of the tion, reiter-
:h' H.llcn o for the trial of

ki hu
Shetkh Mﬁumﬂe
said it was a happy a for
all of us that the two forces
have met each other at
confluence of amity. '

He said "1 must thank the
Leader of the Opposition under
whose instance | have placed
the bill".

In an emotion choked
voice. Nasim said the Treasury
Bench deserved praise for
showing due generosity in
dealing with the bill.

He also thanked the Law
Minister and the Deputy
Leader of the House for their
cooperation in this :

lic said he ho ¢ -
body muH-dtulumtntR;Zc
samec warmth of feeling in the

of the bill.

He also thanked Salahuddin
Quader Chowdhury, Rashed
Khan Menon, and those
Jamaat-e-Islami, Jatiya Party
and independent members
who had supported the bill.

Nasim also profusely
thanked the Speaker and all
the other members of the
House.

Thereaflter Shamsuddoha
(CPB-Nilphamari), Dr AKM
Asjad (Jamaat-Rajbari) and
Shamsul Hugq [AL-
Mymensingh) spoke in favour
of their amendments on the
12th Constitution Amendment
13dll.

Fazle Rabbi

Moving his amendment.
Advocate Fazle Rabbi ([JP-
Gaibandha) said Ministers,
State Ministers and Deputy
Ministers should be appointed
from among Parliament mem-
bers. S

He said any election should
be held through secret ballot.

Tajul Islam
Tajul Islam Farooq (AL-
Rajshahi) moving his amend-
ment said non-member minis-
ters should be elected mem-
bers of Parliament within 180
days of their appointment.
Shah Hadfuzzaman (AL-
Jessore), M Mizanur Rahman
Manu (AL-Dinajpur), Tabibur
Rahman Sarder (AL-Jessore),
Principal MM Nazrul Islam
(AL-Bhola), Prof Rafiqu! Islam
(AL-Jessore), Mosharraf
Hossain (AL-Faridpur), Abdur
Rouf (AL-Nilphamari) also
moved their amendments on
provision for appointment of
technocrat ministers.

They said that these minis- |

ters should be elected mem-
bers within six months of their

appointment, otherwise they

would lose their ministership.

Moving his amendment,
Sharifuddin Ahmed (AL-
Habiganj) said he was demand-
ing a reduction in the number
of technocrats in the cabinet
as proposed in the bill.

Salahuddin Quader

Next on the floor
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury
(NDP-Chittagong) sought the
inclusion of a ion seek-
ing the Prime Minister se-
cured a vote of confidence
within 60 days of his or her
appointment.

He. however, said it was
truc that Sheitkh Mujibur
Rahman did not secure a vote
of confidence on his int-
ment as Prime Minister of

Bangladesh in 1973,
Chowdhury said in the par-
liamentary form of government

He said without tolerance,
democracy would not get an
institutional shape.

Rising on a point of order,
Moulana Matiur Rahman

tention of but he
wanted to make it clear that
there was nothing ke

"Moududism™ as stated in the
I“‘ ) i
Dhirendranath Shambhu

Dhirendranath Shambhu
(AL-Narail)] demanded com-
picte withdrawal of Article 56
of Clause 3 from the bill.

Sheikh Faziul Karim

Participating in the discus-
sion on the bill Awami League's
Sheikh Fazlul Kartm Selim
from Gopalganj proposed the
amendment saying a minister
who is not a member of the

should get elected o
the House within six months of
his appointment as a Mindster.

The provision that a mem-
ber who will cross the floor
(leave the party) will lose
membership. the AL member
said this was not undemo-
cratic but also ‘Inhuman’,

He said if the provision of
referendum was retained 1t
would tarnish the verdict of
the people.

Redwan Ahmed
Redwan Ahmed, an inde-
pendent member from
Comilla. agreed to the provi-
sion contained in the bill that a

capable person whe 1s not
clected may become a minister
but a defeated person should
not become a minister.

Mahiuddin Ahmed

Mahiuddin Ahmed, Awami
League member [rom
Bakerganj., in his amehdment
proposal said that a defeated
person could not be made a
minister.

Kazi Abdur Rashid

Another Awami Lcague
member frcm Copalganj Kazi

by Sh
Siraj (WSD-Tangail) by
vote. The Deputy
then put to vote

cepted by the House. The
House rejected all

the English version of the
amendment of Aminul on
11th Amendment Bill
was E

The Speaker put the I'lth
Amendments Bill to vote
clausewise which was accepted

'Legal sovereignty o

can be challenged

Law and Justice Minister
Mirza Gholam Hafiz on
Tuesday night expressed his
firm conviction that the coun-
try’s reversion to parliamen-
tary democracy after long 18
years of the presidential form
of government would bring
about political stability, and
usher in an era of prosperity,
reports BSS.

Delivering his winding-up
speech in the Jatiya Sangsad
Parliament at the end of an
eight-day discussion on the
Constitution Amendment
Bills, the Law Minister said the
passage of the two nationally
significant bills would also fa-
cilitate the establishment of
the rule of law and the im-
provement of the administra-
tion. This in turn would help
restore peace and discipline in
society.

Mirza Golam Hafiz, whose
speech was repeatedly greeted
by thunderous applause of the
members of the House, said
the constitution of a country
must reflect its socio-eco-
nomic condition, aspirations of
the people and its objective
geo-political situation. Our
Constitution should be such as
would mirror the objective
condition of the country and
yearnings of the people, he
added.

Paying his respect to MPs,
he said the legislators of this
Sangsad got the rare opportu-
nity and privilege of changing
the constitution through which
the country would switch over
to the parliamentary system of

rnment. An opportunity

ke this rarely came to legisla-

tors in the whole span of thetir
life, he opined.

The Law Minister told the
Sangsad he had accepted three
amendments from the opposi-
tion members to the 12th
Constitution Amendment Bill.

He said, moving amend-
ments to the bill some mem-
besg spoke In favour of election
of technocrats included in the
cabinet, some [avoured secret

'?utlninnlhttlccthnnl'lhc

President of the republie,
some demanded more powers
for the Prime Minister while
some others pleaded for cur-
tailment.

Yet some members opposed
the provision of referendum
after the adoption of the ma-

Jor constitution amendment
bills.

Workers' Party leader
Rashed Khan Menon even
went to the extent of
that referendum would under
line our sovereignty, he added.

Di ing with Menon,
the Law Minister said the
people were the source of

power while the Sangsad en-

joyed | sovereignty the real
unvtr:ieg:ltjr belo to the
people.

Legal sovereignty of the
Sangsad was changeable, but

the people's ty was
not. Again while the
of the was

Hmile! %

that of people’'s
sovereignty unlimited, he said.

Defending the provision of
the referendum, he said it was
in vogue in countries in-
cluding the Philippines,

Turkz. South Korea, and

Tracing the constitution of
many countries of the world,
the Law Minister said in no
country of the world u
democracy existed. Even the
Westminster type of demoe-
racy has too many complexi-
ties, he observed.

He said today's was t
most momentous occasion \
the history of our cou . The
whole world was Ioohhim for-
ward to us to see how
we f[ared in swite over o
parliamentary de , he

- mocracy

The Law Minister, wheo
looked cheerful and hearty and
whose witty remarks drew
cheers [from the members,
held out the solemn assurance
that if any part of the constitu-
tion did not work well it would
definitely be amended.



