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Dhaka, Wednesday, August 7, 1991

The observance of the death anniversary of
Poet Rabindranath Tagore, which falls today.
provides us with one more occasion to reiterate
our commitment to the national heritage of our
country, a heritage that covers a wide spectrum
of art and literature, poetry and music, theatre
and fllms, and. indeed, en:'}rl facet of our living
culture. We cannot talk of this heritage without
seeing Tagore as a central figure in a continually
evolving drama. In this drama, we are the players

as well as the spectators, whether we are
a re song, watching his play Chlz;m{-g
Ba esh television, admiring one of paint-

ings or joining in our national anthem,

“We shudder to think of Bengali literature
without Tagore”, a critic once said. Perhaps the
Poet himself would have challenged this
contention on the ground that the potential of a
lterature, hidden or explored, is much greater
than anything a creative can offer.

Yet, there is no (enying the fact that there is
no individual in our literature who has touched
and influenced our lives from so many directions
and often with such intensity and even passion as
Tagore. It is also no wonder that, as we approach
the end of the twentieth century, %e see the
fourth— or perhaps the fifth— generation
Bengale<s, in Bangladesh, West Bengal and in

other jarts of South Asia. singing Tagore songs,
staging his plays and feeling the impact that the
great poet has exercised on generation after gen-
eration of -speaking people everywhere. In
this respect, the unique position of our Poet—
Kabiguru to many and Gurudev to his students—
remains unmatched among all contemporary
writers and poets of the world.

Year after year, anniversary after anniversary,
we pay our tributes to Tagore with due solemnity
and reverence. One observance is no different
from another. To some, it is all very ritualistic; to
others, it is a somewhat routine soulless exercise.
Our hope is that we can add a new dimension to
the traditional observance of a Tagore anniver-
sary, perhaps even from this year. For one thing,
pleased as we are to know that some 460 pages
of rare manuscripts of the Poet have just reached
the West Bengal Government from London, we
cannot help hoping that we, in Bangladesh, may
have a chance of them in Dhaka, perhaps
in a mobile exhibition brought here from Calcutta.
(Here, we must congratulate the Indian High
Commissioner in London, L.M. Singhvi who pre-
vented the manuscripts from being auctioned
away to another country). Similarly, we wonder if
the authorities in West Bengal, perhaps in co-op-
eration with UNESCO, would let us have prints of
the massive collection of paintings by Tagore
which are housed in Shantiniketon. Again, can
there be more scholarships for Bangladeshi stu-
dents to join Viswabharati ? And have the univer-
sities in Bangladesh done their share in promot-
ing the study of Tagore literature ?

As time goes on, turning this great poet from
being a contemporary figure into a historical per-
sonality, it becomes more and more important to
find new ways of upholding the legacy of Tagore.
We can make a start in this direction from this

anniversary.
Glimmer of Hope in
Cambodia

Despite reports of scattered flghtlnIF_ the
ﬁ:;:{lre in Canibodmbc wm]];afc into efiect on
, appears to be ge olding. More im-
Portanuy‘ international confidence T:f prospects
or peace after 21 years of non-stop combat
seems greater than ever before. For the past two
decades, one war had begun even before the pre-
vious conflict had had the chance to cntr —_
between Lon Nol's US-backed military regime
and the Khmer Rouge (KR) in 1970-'75, between
Pol Pot's KR and anti-Pol Pot factions duri
1975-'79, and between Vietnamese-backe
forces of Heng Samrin and an anti-Vietnam

coalition led Prince Norodom Sihanouk but
dominated by the Chinese-backed KR fronted by
Khieu han but controlled by old Pol Pot.

Judging the complex nature of the conflict
and active involvement of outside parties, it is not
too difficult to see why a resolution has proved
elusive over all these years. Khmer Rouge's

worked to build a
tlm bamermly between angm war-
’ sincere persis-
efforts by third parties such as Indonesia,
Australia and France managed to breach that wall
dnﬂltmstmghlonllowamyufhupctnpem-
But the crucial factor was the thaw in Sino-
Vietnam relations. Befjing's pressure on the KR,
had steadfastly refused to any ceasefire
that would leave Hun Sen sitting pret
Penh, was instrumental in achieving g
agreement

" “With both Hanoi and evidently weary of
fishing in troubled wgfgrl:,g and tl'?; Uta1rl¥:d
Nations assuming a central role during the transi-
tion, the cloud of hate and suspicion seems to

:

the process of
reconciliation, which could not even bcgin for the

. The task facing the newly-formed
Supreme National Council {[SNC). which will have
administer the country until free and fair elec-
tions are held, is an extremely difficult one. as
the latest fightings have shown. But with goodwill
on all sides, including continuing rapport be-
tween Hanoi and Beljl.ag on this issue, the SNC
may well succeed. A lot will depend on how the
KR, which is not renowned for its democratic
. m mdt;l wt}}:e ltérmitluni The

. W p such a vi-

tal role in bringing about the cea.syl?e will now
hmtnbecvenmmcarcfulmhowttdcalswith
the new situation. Top priori ought now be

to maintaining the of trust that
apparently emerged in the war-torn country.

C L3 A put independent vote tabula-
oming by-elections : New =itz
® because of the lar
w-”Lu-t .
Smalier however, could
-mh‘“-
the untimely death of llyas sclection of constituen-
Mohammad Chowdhury is to study the trend in any
tz:h 19th of this month, but future general elections.
that is now quite impossible Election Commission
since the Election Commisston undergo a major
(EC) would require at least 30 sumed, quite naturally, that and practice
days to prepare for it one of the first tasks the EC new [actors
would undertake after the the electoral
elections would be to thor-
oughly recast the electoral polis the
rolls o make votes cast in fu- discouraged
ture elections more credible. —:
Not surprisingly, the NDI — the election monitors. As well as observing :mmu
report’'s recommendations NDI, which took a particular the process, one other way such groups. In addition,
mmmumw— interest in promoting local ob- monftor groups vertfy the re- “hh"&
| are . server groups, followed up its sults in many foreign countries stations went against existing
September "An accurate register of F visit with a series of s through parallel vote counts mhlrlm:-ﬁpﬂ:
r-tpud months voters is essential, and there seminars and workshops in of their own, by collecting and agents of copies
rom the scheduled date of more polarised environ- seems to be serious Dhaka last month with tabulating from various the result tally sheet, the NDI
| June 1] by a unanimous deci- ments®, the NDI report ob- with existing voters The mﬂnﬂqhmm cﬂ‘m This system report saidd.
sion of the Jattya Sangsad served, “accordingly, the Election Commission should cess as well as civic responsi- " been developed not only Both these factors will sert-
Election Commission must immediately undertake a major bilities in the post-poll envi- because do not have ously hamper independent ob-
| scrupulously maintain its inde- effort to update the nation's ronment. much in the servation, and do more harm
pendence. Moreover sitting volers lists”, the report said. in its election report, the ecounting process, but also as a than good to efforts to sustain
u?:lu:'m:mn—r; -H- hm
ermmen e as 'H
portant an issue as elections to mmmm-maﬂunm“mwmumm m'"“_-.:__.-ﬂ
more than three per cent of been looked into immediately after the parliamentary polls, but have inexplicably been left on the shelf, vote-counts during the coming
seats. by-elections imperative,

Has there been any update?
Yes, of sorts. A circular tssued
by the EC month and a half ago
who were left out

governments should be ex-
tremely sensitive o the need
for the appearance, in addition
to the , of a fully inde- wurged

l‘i

but also people in 10 con-

|

clected representatives since pendent eflective Election of the list to register their cooperation
the fourth Sangsad was dis- Commission and electoral names, and to go and have fic- m local *-:
solved on December 6 last administration”. titlous names removed from that the extent of the EC's in-
- The up-coming by-clections the list by letting the authori- dependence or its wishes 1o
The delay is most unfortu- offer a priceless chance to ties know. demonstrate that indepen-
mthﬂlﬂ!ﬂmﬂlymh tackle some highly important That is going about hall the dence, will become apparent.
bufld-up the habit of ng tasks that should have been way. The EC is asking individ-
clections — to however few or  jooked into immediately after uJ- 1o opl-in to the system, If the EC allows access for
| many constituencies — on the the parllamentary polls, but  which is never good enou all -ﬂﬂm- polling
scheduled date f.c. within 90 have (nexplicably been lefl on  since individuals are | - the stations, sure pre-
days of a vacancy occuring, as a  the shelf too ends meel 0 bilise enough manpower to NDI observer team. The NDI siding officers #‘1.}
matter of course. One such task was the really ther about these cover all the polling stations, report, however, noted the polling agents other ok
| Elections are part and par- much-talked about and widely- . Often, people remain something international ob- lack of experience and techni- servers with signed ""m
cel of the democratic process, criticised electoral rolls or unaware of what ought  servers could never manage. cal expertise among domestic sheets, then it will be
and it is as important to hold voters list. Mosl parties, espe-  to be done anyway. But organ- The 11 by-clections, spread observers to efficiently organ- to accurately judge the fairmess
them on schedule as it is o cjally eventual winners ised groups, such as political out nicely throughout the ise such an Butit of the administration and re
hold them freely and fairly. Bangladesh Nationalist Party parties, can take advantage of country to give them a repre- can also be safely that sults of the polls.
The whole process should be  (BNP), expressed grave reser- such an opting-in system by  sentative character rarely scen many people in this country There cannot be any room
on automatic drive, with the vations about the authenticity making large scale fake appli-  outside clections, will even lacked the awareness that for w anymore, as
Chief Election Commissfoner's of the list during the run-up to  cations. provide monitor groups E-ulkl vote-count was possi- cveryone is aware of the
hands on the steering wheel the polls. It was widely ac- What was really expected an op ty to find out ex- and desirable. consequences of public apathy.
with clectoral laws and regula- kno that the list was from an efficient and business- -cﬂymthtyhlwpm One of the main thrusts of It Is now apparent that we
tions as his driving manuals. stuffed with fictitious names like EC as the one led by gressed with their techniques the NDI effort since then has M—L':h of this
Maintenance of strict neu-  while a large number of cligtk. Justice Mohammad Abdur and evaluation methodology. been o advice and train do- eclection but all
trality and inde ence on  ble voters were lefl out. Rouf, was a major inftiative to With no observers mestic groups and political Independent groups receive
the part of the EC was one of The complaints were not thoroughly overhaul the Hst. around and media atten- ;;-M in this rﬂm The official encouragement and
the points deemed absolutely limited to metropolitan Dhaka, infact draw up a new list. gon non-existent, the | report noted at pre- help, the election may
vital by a leading American byt applied o the rest of the Until that is done, no amount responsibility to correctly sent only the major political soon begin to lose its hard-
civic awarencss group which  country as well. It was as- of appeals and circulars are monitor the by-elections and parties were in a position to earned respectability.

A NEW CHAPTER OPENS IN INDOCHINA — II

US Big Business Fights for Foothold in Vietnam

Barbara Stewart writes from Ho Chi Minh City Securitics of Asia, a subaidiary

trade and aid embargo, of one of France's largest

a spunky Vietnamese
version of perestroika known
as doi moi has set off a rush of

foreign investment from Euro-

The Americans are back in Vietnam. Although trading with the Hanoi government is still
forbidden, businessmen are finding ways round the embargo. Since Vietnam introduced its

tnthml
¢ ceasefire

pean, Asian and Australian
entreprencurs. Now a new
wave of investors is an
amused gleam to the eyes of
the Vietnamese. The Ameri-
cans have arrived.

Two years ago Hanoi intro-
duced doif moi to salvage a
dying economy. The policy
pro to sanction private
business, encourage fnrﬂﬁn
investment and open the
nation to a market economy.
The ploy worked. Today —
embargo or not — international
businessmen are finding that
the hot spot for investment is
Vietnam, in particular Saigon,
now called Ho Chi Minh City.

A boom town mentality
complete with overnight mil-
lionaires and promises of easy
riches is sweeping over this
southern city. On Dong Khof
Street buzzwords like joint
venture, investment capital
and market opportunity are as
thick as :

American businessmen,
weary of the old and mouldy

US trade embargo, have de-
vised ways ro the restric-
tions, fo dummy corpo-
rations in Hong Kong,
Bangkok and other acceptable-

' to-Was n Asian cities.
In the of the major

international hotels in Ho Cht

Minh City, accents f{rom

'Georgia, Texas and New York

can be heard discussing terms
and shipments or factory sites.
For the record, the meetings

are portrayed as preliminary or

exploratory, but end with

signed spec deliv-
dates.

The US-led aid-and-trade

. embargo was provoked by

Vietnam's invasion of Cambodia
in 1979. Support for the em-

bargo suffered a fatal blow

when Hanol pulled its occupa-

tion troops out of Cambodia.
Last October, when all but a

Sir, 3::1&::, tornado, flood,
water ty and draught are
now supposed to be the mani-
festation of Greenhouse effect
in our country. The abrupt fall
in underground water level
seems to us as the apparent
reason of natural calamities.
The scientists are of the opin-
ion that the warming of global
temperature due to accumuia-
tion of "Greenhouse gases” is
one of the major causes of nat-

ural calamities in urﬂﬂdﬂﬁ
countries like Bangladesh.
industrial waste dumped by

the developed countries is also
one of the major causes of
Greenhouse effect. It is re-
ported that the recently held
two world climate conferences
had failed to persuade the ma-

own form of perestroika and opened the doors to capitalism, entrepreneurs from Europe,
Asia and Australia have been moving in. US oil companies, fearing they will be left out, are
anxious to win rights to the promising oilfields offshore.
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few troops had been recalled
to Hanoi, Washington moved
the goal posts. It demanded
the e stay in place until
Vietnam halted the intra-coun-
try warfare among Cambodia's
cantankerous factions and
established peace in that coun-

Indonesia

Malaysia

China
Vietnam S5 )

try. Hanol tried to negotiate an
end to the Cambodian quar-
rels, but peace is only now be-
ginning to seem possible, and
Washington is staying aloof.
Two years ago Hanoi

. implemented the most liberal

investment code in Asia,

R e it
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Wesiern and other capitalist
companies saw rich pickings
in a country of cheap labour
and great natural resources.
Competition is tough. French,
Dutch and Australian represen-
tatives are fighting to outdo
the Japanese and Hong Kong
Chinese.

Vietnamese [ascination for

America and Americans gives
US ventures an edge.
Hong Tan, director of one of
the region’'s largest textile and
garment factories, admits to
doing business with several
Americans, albeit those repre-
senting corporations regis-
tered in places other than the
US. He believes buyers fear
that if they do not run the risk
of cutting through the embargo
today they will be missing the
opportunities of a growing
marketplace tomorrow.

The Vietnamese, aware of
the power of the American oil
companies in Washington, have
let it be known that they are
reserving potential blocks of
the rich White Tiger oilfields
for US companies. They hope
this will induce them to apply

ure and get the embargo
llft-:d. d

So far only Japanese and
European syndicates have
begun exploring Vietnam's

petroleum potential. Four
Japanese companies are nego-
tating for exploration rights in

the petroleum-rich waters off
Vietnam. Another group of
Japanese investors has an ofl
refinery on the planning board.

Nine European ofl firms,
including Royal Dutch Shell,
Total and British Petroleum,
are also exploring for hydro-

—m

jor polluters of the world's
atmosphere to cut down their
emissions.

Few industrialised devel-
oped countries control the in-
ternational platform for all ac-
tivities. So in the World
Climate Conference, one of the
scientists commented "the
world does not provide poor
countries like Bangladesh with
any mechanism-to sue those
who are responsible for global
wa and resultant catas-
trophic flood and cyclone.”

With a predicted 209 cen-
timetre rise in sea level by the

year 2100, one-third of
Bangladesh will under wa-
ter, and one-third of its popu-
lation will be forced to re-lo-
cate. The economic efforts will
be disastrous.

Massive creation of forest

and vegelation, non-use of
trees, and plants etc. as fuel,
digging of ponds, canals, rivers
and building water reservoirs
on our part can minimize the
brute Greenhouse effect.
Creation of massive forest like
the Sundarbans from Khulna
upto Cox's Bazar across the
shores can serve as a barrier o
the cyclonic tidal bores. The
scason Of plantation of trees
has already commenced. The
parliament s in session. So we
urge upon it to introduce a bill
suggesting measures alming at
massive aforestation pro-
gramme and finding out de-
vices how to persuade the in-
dustrialised countries not to
pollute the world's atmo-

sphere,
Md. Anwarul Afzal,
Raninagar, Noagaon.

Health policy

Sir, | endorse the view ex-
pressed by your correspondent
under the caption "A patient's
question” published on 23rd
July in the letter column.

| want to ask only one
question to BMA in particular
and the good doctors of our
country in general: Have you
finished d a "people ori-
ented health to replace
the "Health Policy” which was
scrapped by the Acting
President at the instance of
the BMA and our good doctors.

An early reply will be high
nrpmuted by the poor peop
ol this country, for whose ben-
efit our
made much

past.
Vox popull

doctors have

sacrifice in the

carbons offshore.

Hanoi still hopes to woo
back Mobil Corp, which struck
oil offshore in Vietnam in
1975, just before Saigon fell.
Mobil, forced to the sidelines
by the embargo, makes no se-
cret of its keen interest in re-
tu to what is considered
one of the best oilficlds in
Southeast Asia

Many large US corpora-
tions, too big to slip under the
embargo net, worry that .the
opportunities in Vietnam will
pass them by before the US

government lifts the embargo.
Their worries are well

founded. Two of the most ag-

gressive Japanese trading
companies, Sumitomo Corpo-
ration and Kanematsu, have
received approval from the
government in Tokyo to open

offices in Hanoi. Japanese
companies
worked quietly. Tokyo officially
supports the embargo, but
claims it cannot control what
its private sector does.
Recently, Credit Lyonnais

OPINION
Afghan Solution

The only realistic way to

solve the Afghan problem is a
political solution. The UN plan,
offered by Secretary-General
Perez de Cuellar, stimulates
sovereignty, territorial inte-
grity, non-alignment and
Islamic status of Afganistan, as
well as the right of self-de-
termination for the people of
the country and their right to
change political, economical
and social system without
interference.

For the achievement of the
solution a framework of tran-
sitional period should be
worked out while the details
for the same be settled by dia-
logue between conflicting
Afghan parties. The transi-
tional mechanism has to be set
up which should have full
support of the population and
persuade its confidence to
take part in free and [fair
elections.

All hostile activities du
the transitional perfod shou
be stopped. Any arms supply to
the conflicting parties should
be banned during the transi-
tional period under relevant
agreement. The necessary
assistance of UN or any other
international agency is desired
and necessary during transi-
tional period and elections.

have thus far

generation to the art of making
a deal British
The end of US embargo.

when it comes, will release
vital aid, loans and investment
flunding that will bring a wel-
come surge to the economy.
Washington seems to be
slowly pulling its head out
the sand. The State
ment recently opened an office
in Hanoi to help locate US
servicemen missing in action
in the Vietnam war — pre-

H

-

sumably a first step towards

relations between
the two countries.

Americans are only too
pleased to be back in Vietnam.
Said one executive, whose
business is registered in his
Vietnamese wife's name:
"Vietnam represents a great
opportunity — and that means
lots of o for me”.

— GEMINI NEWS

BARBARA STEWART s
accredited to the UN in New
York and often visits Southeast/
Asia. She specialises in eco-
nomic and sub-

Jects in the region.

The whole spectrum of
political groups in Afghanistan
should be taken into consider-
ation, including the present
Kabul regime, while ways and
means for the political settle-
ment are being out. Both
in the country and abroad
President Najibullah s consid-
ered as a national leader
backed by real military sup-
port. He is able to nt
possible bloodshed and to play
stabilizing rele during the
transitional :

The developments in the
Persian Gulfl have shown
clearly that the international
community won't be interested
to see in Kabul a regime whose
actions would be unprg-
dictable. It may not be
ten that the leader of "Islamic
Party” Hekmutyar and the head
of “lslamic Union for Libe-
ration of Afghanistan”



