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Historic 12th Amendment Bill passed unanimously amidst unprecedented jubilation

Parliamentary system triumphs

By Mostafa Kamal Majumder

The Constitution (Twelfth
Amendment) Bill, providing
for switchover to a parliamen-

system was unanimously

by the Jatlya Sangsad

Parliament) Tuesday mid-
night.

A total of 306 members
present voied in favour and
nonec against. Two amend-
ments moved by Mohammad
Nasim of Awamf and
another amendment moved by
JSD member Shahjahan Siraj
were accepted by the House.

Earlier, the Constitution
(Eleventh Amendment) Bill
was passed validating the

overnment of Justice
Ahmed and all its

actions and Justice
Ahmed eligible to return to the
office of the Chief Justice after
the election of a new

President.

As as 278 members
voted mr of the 11th
Amendment Bill. None voted
against. However, 27 members
belonging to Jatiya Party, and
National Democratic Party
member Salahuddin Quader
Chowdhury abstained. JP
leader Moudud Ahmed had
earlier recorded his note of
dissent t the use of the
word ‘illegal’ to qualify the
government of former
President Ershad.

" The 11th Amendment Bill
will be effective on the day the
Acting President gives his
assent. The 12th. Amendment
Bill, however, will be effective

be organised soon.
The Constitution 11th and

12th Amendment Bills owe
their origin to the November
19 joint declaration of the
eight, seven, and five al-
liance which called for estab-
lishment of parliamentary
democ )

It was on the basis of the
joint declaration that the gov-
ernment of H M Ershad in the
face of a mass upsurge handed
over power to a person (Chief
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed)
nominated by the three al-
liances to form a caretaker
government to hold elections
of sovereign Parliament. The
elections held on February 27
created the present parlia-
ment.

The Constitution 11lth and
12th Amendment Bills were
introduced in the Parliament
by Law Minister Mirza Golam
Hafiz and Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia on July 2.
Abdus Samad Azad of AL intro-
duced another comprehensive
bill, and Workers Party mem-
ber Rashed Khan Menon
moved four single-clause bills
on July 4.

These seven Constitution
Amendment Bills were scruti-
nised by a 15-member Parlia-
mentary Select Committee
headed by Law Minister Mirza
Golam Hafiz. The commitiee
submitted an unanimous

to the House along with
the 11th and 12th Constitution
Amendment Bills as modified
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ING HISTORY: Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia and Opposition Leader Sheikh Hasina with other leading members of parliament in the
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CamBus wolence 1s a Elmcal issue
Limited powers make Dhaka

University authorities helpless

Meantime, the Vice-
Chancellor and different bod-
ies of the U including
the Syndicate, the chiefl ex-
ecutive body, have identified
the crisis as a polltt-l one.

By Nazmul Ashraf

The faflure of the University
authorities has come to the
surface by the actions and

they had taken in the
zz: of viclent activities let
loose by lhtlu.:dﬂ.umﬁ
v-.rlnul political parties in the
recent past.

Press reports on the past
three months' incidents that
occurred on the DU us,
show that the authorities were
forced to shut down the insti-
tution in order to stop violence
on campus for the time being
after other steps failed.

Incidents of violence pub-
lished national dailies in the
last three months' say that be-

fore closing down the
University indefinitely, the DU
authorities’ against vio-
lence varied from calls for
peace o orders for vacation of
residential halls.
According to the press re-
on the incidents, the re-
cent trouble in the DU campus
originated from the spiit of the
All-Party Students Unity
(APSU) which played a vital
role in the 1990 mass upsurge

Sheltering of the alleged
killers of Dr Shamsul Alam
Khan Milon, a mass upsurge

martyr, the Awami League
S::Plgt 12 Col. 3
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—Knniversary of
Rabindranath's
death toc.inal_

The 50th death
of poet Rabindranath Tagore
will be observed here today,
reports BSS.
See Fl;t 12 Col. 3
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Khaleda tells trade, industries leader

Govt firm to enforce

financial discipline

Star Economic Report

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia on Tuesday called
for concerted national efforts
for industrialisation and cre-
ation of more employment op-
portunities to solve the mas-
stve unl.-mpbyml.-nt problem.

She said, rnment
was aware of thl: problems [ac-
ing the existing industries and
would take every eflorts in
consultation with the leaders
of trade and industry to help
overcome the same.

The Prime Minister was
addressing the 40th annual
general meeting of Bangladesh
Employers Association (BEA)
atl a city hotel.

Cabinet ministers, senfor
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government officials, members

of the diplomatic corps, repre-

scniatives of various interna-

tional agencies and leading

personalities in trade and in-
dustry attended the meeting.

State Minister for Labour
and Manpower Raliqul Islam
Mia was the special guest at
the function.

Outgoing President ol BEA
Latifur Rahman in his address
reviewed the industrial, labour
and overall economic sftuation,
now obtaining in the country.

President-elect of BEA
Anisuddowla offered the vote
of thanks.

In her speech, the Prime |

See Pagc 12 Cal. |
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LTTE arms depot unearthed in Tamil Nadu ,

and clothes for the
Stocks were regular
from the site across
Sri Lanka. it added.
Tamil Nadu,

LTTE.
ferried
sca lo

the

group has an extensive net-
work Is from Sri
Lanka by a narrow strip of sea
called Palk Iuit which
LTTE guerillas [requently
cross to smuggle men and
material.
out any mnltl:lnn between
Candhi's murder and the
Iindian doctor, identifled as
the dadly said.
Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu po-
lice have launched a hunt for
an LTTE radio eentre in the
southern state following re-
ports from an Indian naval

-'tth
ﬂl.ndhtl death and are still

ple in connection

for an LTTE |leader
gedly masterminded

oo ki
who a

Iuhn hﬂlt*ﬁl‘l are still

militants were
vﬂved "ofMictal sources in I.h:

city were guoted as saying."
The airhostess had htlpd

police locate a rl.lu
containing cont

from inside the tollet @
plane a few weeks ago, leading
to the arrest of two Lankan

Tamdl.
But, while discounting the
LTTE s involvement, investiga-

tors also to rule out |
the possibility o Rajan com-
mitting suic tinthtml
of any motive.

Analysis
A turning
point in our
national
life -
By Reazuddin Ahmed
It was a memorable day and

at point in our national
life on when the Jatiya
Sangsad unanimously changed

the couniry's constitution opt-
ing for a parliamentary form of
government. In a rare demon-
stration of unity Prime Minis-
ter Begum Khaleda Zia and
Leader of the Opposition

' Sheikh Hasina walked together

thunderous applause to the
lobby to vote for the historic

Never before had our
politicians demonstrated such
rare unity on such a funda-
mental political issue. Disunity
among our politiclans had in
the past invited the extra-con-
stitutional forces to time and

. again intervene in our national

life even since 1974,
Democracy was never al-

| lowed to take root in our coun-

try and the politicians were

| blamed for the failure.

On Tuesday it was a differ-

' ent scene, a new history was

created by our politiclans. They
fulfilied the aspirations of the

people unitedly, amidst un-
precedented amity and coop-

See Page 12 Col. 8
Indemnity
(repeal) Bill
to be placed
in JS Thursday

The much-talked-about
Indemnity (Repeal) bill will be
placed before pariiament on
the coming Private Members
Day on Thursday, reports UNB.

This was assured by Deputy
Speaker Sheikh Razzak Ali in
the House Tuesday afternoon
to the delight of Awami League
members who were hustling
for it with the government.

"Indemnity Bill will come in
on Thursday,” the Deputy
Speaker amidst cheers
from the Awami "We
want that the law its own
course.” he added.

The assurance came on the
heels of passionate appeal by
Deputy Leader of the
Oapnuitiun Abdus Samad Azad
who expressed the hope
Parliament Secretariat would
not create any obstacle to

| bringing the bill to the House.

See Page 12 Col. 2

‘Mischievous,
false and
baseless’

The President Secretariat
Tuesday described as
"completely basciess and un-
founded”, a report published in
a section of the press that the
Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed, may be a
candidate for the presidential
clection as a nominee of a po-
litical party.

An official press reicase
said, * The attention of the
President's Secretariat has
been drawn to a news item
published in a section of the

press August 6 stating that the

m-ldt nt Justice
Ahmed

be a

| candidate for the
| election as a nominee of a po-

litical party.

“The report is completely
bascless and unfounded as the
Acting President time and

See Page 12 Col. 2

Fasting BCCI
itors seek
Po?ltervcmmn

Star Economic Report

The of the Bank
of Credit and Commerce
International (BCCI) started an
rﬂﬂhmnr—ﬂhu#rﬂrh

to press home
mmmmm.

reopening and operations of

thetr accounts.
The sirike s also
lil'l'ldll the Prime
Za o

EIMHMU“H
rates for reselving the erd

See Page 12 Col. 8



