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its at 10-30 am
with the ker, Abdur

Rahman Biswas, in the chair,
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Shartatpur) complete
speech which he began on
Sunday.

Razzak suggested making
constitutional s for
the establishment of democ-
racy on a sound footing so that
the are not of
their again and again.

to the method
election of the President as
proposed in the 12
Amendment Bill, he said it
should be made more clear so
that there could be no scope
for further controversy in this

Ht'.-l.ld toc make the

Parliament really the
non-member minister should
be elected within six months.

Referring to the provision
for vacancy of a seat of a mem-
ber if he remains absent from
the House, Razzak said more

h‘liuh‘hth
part of Sunday's Jatiyn
proceedings

Sheikh Hasina

Taking the floor, the Leader
of the Opposition, Sheikh
Hasina said she could not
come to the House Saturday as
she had to attend her party's
extended committee meeting.
She told the House that a re-
port circulated by a particular
news agency on her statement
appeared in a section of the
press Saturday. She said, due
to the way her statement was
reported she had become a
victim of "willful act”" . The
daily newspaper “Dainik
Bangla® carried the news
Eqmmﬂu-ﬂ-ddu

newspaper had always
served as the mouthpiece of
those in power.

Sheikh Hasina said that
while BSS news agency geave an
incorrect version of her state-
ment the Stafl of "Al-
Amin®, a Bengali newspa-
per, covered her s h cor-
rectly. She said BSS, BBC and
VOA distorted her statement.

She said circulation of her
statement by BSS and Prime
Minister's mee with the

Acting President appeared to
give an impression that it was
an 'arranged game”. Now the
question arose for what pur-
pose this drama was being en-
acted, she asked.

The Leader of the

m said she did not
the reason why a
was afratd
the initiation of discus-
sion on the 12th Constitution
Amendment Bill. She said, the
rules of procedure clearly
provided the scope for de-
tafled discussion on the bill.
She told the House that the
Awami Parliamentary
party held a meeting after the
Select Committee had submit-
ted the Constitution
Amendment Bills before the
Sangsad. But the BNP

Parfamentary , she
dHnnlhnHu’:m "He

many of the Treasury Benc
members.

Sheikh Hasina asserted that
she belleved in democracy.
She said the last session of the
Sangsad sat for 4] d.g; We
expected that during pe-
riod the ruling party would
take such steps as would en-
sure the sovereignty of

Parliament, freedom of press,
fundamental rights of the

people and autonomy ef tele-
vision and radio. We also ex-
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explanation in this regard
should be there mentioning

the reasons for which the
membership would go. He said
this was necessary so that no
unfair action is taken against

any member.

Criticisi Bangladeshd
Nationalism, said the
Bengali nation fought the

Liberation War inspired by
Bengali nationalism. He said
only Bengalee nationalism
could keep the nation to-
gether.

He also ted that the
definition of socialism given in
Article 8 of the Constitution
should be further clarified.

He said Article 12 which
was deleted from the
Censtitution in 1977 should
again be in this
sacred document so that poli-
tics could be free from com-
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ting in the discus-
sion on 12th Constitution
Amendment Bill, Moulana
Abdus Sobhan (Jamaat-Pabna)
paid tributes to both the
Leader of the House and the
Leader of the Opposition for

their inspirations in bringing
the bill in the House. He also

the Constitution Amendment
Bill of the Awami League was
tabled before the House on

July 4. Later seven bflls includ-

ing the one submitted by her

from one hand to the other.
We condemn the violent

means and always believe in

constitutional means for the
transfer of power, she stated.

She said the stro

pressed herself in favour of

- transferring power through
the constitutional means when
President Ziaur Rahman was
killed on May 30, 1981. We
protested when the then
President Sattar handed over
power to General Ershad, she
said. This comment of Sheikh
Hasina evoked
from most of the Treasury
Bench members who stood up
to disagree with the claim of
Shetkh Hasina.

reaction

The Leader of the

Opposition described how she
and 40 other leaders of her

party were arrested and taken
to the cantonment blindfolded
mment in

other side, meaning the BNP,
when her party struggled
against the Ershad government
at that time.

Amid continuous shouts

ng
party indulged in shouting like
this as she was witnessing now
in the House. The leader of the
ruling party of that time is now

his i il, sh
pﬂllnlm?ysnja she

As the House piunged to
near Pandemonium with the
members

selled them to conduct them-

thanked Law and Justice
Minister Mirzsa Gholam Halflz
for his hard work as Chairman
of the Select Committee which
processed the bill.

He sald amendment of
Constitution was a continuous
process, and cautioned the
members to see to it that “by
trying to do everything we do
not lose everything "

He saild the 1972
Constitution had provided for
prhmnmhrmdﬂ:m-
ment but this was ¢ ged
into the presidential form in
1975. He said from the bitter
experience of the presidential
sysiem we are now going back
to the parliamentary form of

government.

Referring to the B8th
Amendment of the
Constitution which made Islam
the state he said no
member had t any bill
to change it. But the 12th

Constitution Amendment Bill
was brought to the House by
the Select Committee, some
members are about on
the 8th Amendment.

about socialism,
he said r bloodshed of
people socialism failed
and is now non-functioning in
the countries where It was
bom. He wondered how it is
possible to introduce it in our

Hc;lﬂut-hulhmentufl
welfare society in the country

the responsibility of the

mmnnndﬂ':hﬂnuﬂhe

Jessore)

Committee on the 12th

Opposition Bench in an agi-
tated manner. Some other
members of the Treasury
Bench were seen conirolling
their fellow members and ad-
vising them not to loose pa-
tience. Almost all sitting in the
visitors' and press galleries
scemed to be In confusion
about the reason for the over
excitement of the BNP mem-
bers and their shouting in the
House.

=

Badruddoza Chowdhury
In the crescendo of noise,
shouts and counter shouts by
the Treasury and Opposition
Bench members, Deputy
Leader of the House Prof
Badruddoza Chowdhury stood
up and said in loud voice that
one member from the Awami
League Bench had exhibited
his shoes, deficting the sanc-
tity of the House.” We shall no
longer hear anything until and
unless that ular Awami
openly secks
for his conduct”, Prof
C was heard saying in
the melee.

Abdur Rahman Biswas

As he repeatedly pressed
for the apology in the midst of

disturbance and stir, Speaker
Abdur Rahman Biswas said he
would investigate the matter
and see whether the sanctity
of the House had been defiled.
The Sangsad elected by the 11
crore people of the country

he said, adding, "

member after investigation”.

In the midst of disturbance
and chaos, the aker was
found standing leaving his
chair and advis the mem-
bers from both sides to
take their scat. As the pitch of
temper of the Awami League
and BNP members was run-
ning high, Prof Badruddoza
Chowdhury again stood up and
said, "We could demand very
harsh punishment for the
member showing his shoes in
the House. But we restrain
ourselves by only secking apol-
E from the particular mem-

The Speaker again held out
the assurance that he would
investigate into the incident
and take action after investiga-
tion. At this Sheikh Hasina,
who was on her feet, said the
mike of the opposition had
been switched off while the
mike of the Treasury Bench
has remained live. The

Speaker had a very hard time -

to control the situation in the
House which at times ap-

the Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal,
threatened (0 unseat
Bangabandhu Shetkh Mujibur
Rahman with the help of tanks
and afrcraft.

He said the JSD had et
loose a reign of terror in the

--.I‘hlhmhlur-:
from Kumarkhali
was killed during an Eid con-

sured to look into the matter.
He preferred no further
discussions on the incident

and invited Abdul Hafiz (NAP-
Nilphamari) to take part in the
discussions on the Constitution
Amendment Bill.

Almost none from the op-
position was present in the
House when it resumed after
the prayers.

Rashed Khan Menon
(Workers' Party), Abdur Razzak
(BKSAL) and Suranjit Sengupta

(Gonotantree Party) seen in- -

side the House but for some-
times also left it.

Abul Hafiz

Hafiz in his speech said na-
tional unity was a pre-requisite
for establishing unallowed
democracy in the country and
called for ne's contribu-
tion towards this direction.

The opposition member
stressed the need for toler-
ance in the gquest for true
de in country but
deplored that signs of intoler-
ance were discernible.

About the report of the
Select Committee on the
Constitution Amendment Bill,
he said the committee had
definitely done a good job but
the opinions of the smaller
parties were virtually .

Hafiz said opinions and
comments of the smaller par-
tics like the one he repre-
scnted would have only further
enriched and democratised
the report.

As soon as Haflz completed
his speech, the chair gave the
floor to Redwan Ahmed
(Independent) for taking part
in the discussions on the
Constitution Amendment Bill.

As Ahmed rose to his feet,
the opposition members led by
Sheikh Hasina entered the
Hondse.

Sheikh Hasina said she
wanted to resume her incon-
clusive speech and requested
the chair to give her the floor.

The Deputy Speaker gladly
accepted her offer and said
certainly the Leader of the
Opposition would get the
treatment, she deserved.

Resuming her speech,
Sheikh Hasina said that it was
unfortunate that her positive
speech was turned 'negative’
by a news agency.

Such distortion of news has
resulted in tamishing her im-
age and also contributed to her
loosing politically, she said.

The Leader of the

ition said such distortion
o statements might also
affect the nation and could

. lead to undesirable develop-

ment. She wondered how
could a news agency distort
such news.

Stressing the need for con-
finuity of constitutional gov-
ernment in the country,

Sheikh Hasina said attempts

were also made in the past to

project her in the wrong per-

spective.
The Leader of the

ftion said it was the then

15- alliance that took a
s ge on March 26 at the
attya Smriti Shoudha not to
uﬂnmhmydicumhlp.
She said it was again she
who had given the formula of
an interim government at a
rially on November 6 at the
Panthapath but those who

Parliament

‘haste could create

certain rtion of Tipu's
speech. said might
have hm'n now that he
(Mpu) kil the first

Vice-President of the then
JSD, Mosharral Hossain, in
broad day light. This evoked
strong protest from members
belonging to the Awami

to him,
had made a personal
on him.

AL opposes Presidential polls

were in power in those days
had cast doubts about this pro-
posal, saying no provision for
neutral government existed in
the Constitution.

Shetkh Hasina said in the
Panthapath . It was
spelt out how h:tu-h::v-rb
ernment could come into be-
ing under the relevant consti-

Tracing the events leading
to the ouster of HM Ershad
from power, she said the
whole nation was jubilant on
December 4 following the res-
ignation of Ershad but she had
a fear if any unholy element
sought to seize power.

"I told clearly that we want
constitutional way for tackling
the situation” Hasina said

that she spent almost
sleepless nights in those days
so that the changes would
continue In the destrable man-
ners.
"We also spelt out how the
transfer of was ible
like the tment of a Vice-
President who would then be-
come the Acting President.,”

she said.

Turning to the concept of
parliamen democracy, she
said it was demand of her

party and the demand was
contained in the election man-
ffesto.

About the report of the
Select Committee on the
Constitution Amendment Bill,
Hasina said her concern was
whether it could be further
improved.

The Leader of the
Opposition said she would not
have spoken Sunday evening
but for the treatment given to
her statement by the BSS news
agency.

She stressed the need for
making radio and television au-
tonomous and said it was nec-

for the sake of free flow
of rmation.

The BSS report sought to
project her in the negative
perspective, Sheikh Hasina
sald and added what she
meant was that the report of
the Select Committee should
contain no loophole that might
obstruct the process of -
mentary democracy at any fu-
ture stage.

She said it was necessary to
institutionalise democracy and
the government and the
Opposition could work in con-
cert in achieving this goal.

Tolerance was necessary to
make this task possible, she
said adding that progress in
roblem
and as such it was irable
that all out care was taken
about the Constitution
Amendment Bill.

She said her party wanted
further democratisation of the

Nurul Islam Moni

Nurul Islam Moni (Ind-
Barguna) said whenever a
party came to r it consid-
ered itself as democratic. But,
he said the controve con-
cerning democracy still con-
tdnuing,

He said it would have been
recalled good if any provision
about the removal of the re-
pressive laws could be incor-
porated in the amendment. He
also expressed his reservations
about the President to be

-country where 66

Jatiya Party in the House
wanted to use their right to
vote on the 12th Constitution
Amendment Bill along with
former President Ershad.

Nilphamari) called for

the 11th and 12th Constitution
Amendment Bills without fur-
ther delay. He said if we make

convenience and 8o
Bangladesh also should do the

Referring to the system of
social-democratic government,
he said this could not flourish
in those countries where it
was introduced. It had only
established authoritative rule.
This was why these countries
are now changing their form of

ernment reflecting the

of the people.

Coming back to the 12th
Amendment Bill, he said it had
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parlfamentary polls im-

vested with the power of pro-
muligating emergency.

Referring to referendum he
said the holding of referendum
at a cost of Taka 20 crore
would be too expensive for a
per cent of
its people were landless. He
said Taka 20 crore required
for the referendum should be
saved by incorporation a prowi-
sion for the exclusion of refer-
endum at least this time.

Tabibur Rahman Sardar (AL-
Jessore) said the bill had been
introduced according to the
joint declaration of the three
alliances. He said Law and
Justice Minister submitted the
government bill long after the
opposition bill was submitted
by the Deputy leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad.

The Awami League member
said there would not be any
amendment to the 12th
Constitution Amendment Bill
Sunday if their amendments
were discussed before the bill
was sent to the Select
Committee. He said he differed
with those who stated that
they could not speak on the

bill as their party members
were in the committee.

The Deputy Speaker then
gave the floor to JSD leader
Shahjahan Siraj (Tangail). But
Siraj was hesitating whether
he would speak or not at this

stage.

The Chief Whip of the
Opposition took the floor and
drew the attention of the chair
saying that the list he was pro-
vided was not being followed
when allowing the members to
speak on the 12th Constitution
Amendment Bill. He said only
two members were allowed to
speak Saturday while two
others Sunday.

Deputy Speaker Sheikh
Razzak Ali told the House that
he would allow all the mem-
bers Iin the list to speak
Sunday. If needed he would
continue the House till 1 am.

Latifur Rahman

Thereafter the chair gave
the floor to Latifur Rahman
(Jamaat-Nawabgani).

Rahman thanked the Select
Committee for mentioning the
name of Jamaat-e-Islami in the
list of those who had made
contribution to the mass up-
surge of 1990,

Latifur Rahman referred to

‘the bill submitted by the

Jamaat with the provision for
the caretaker government and
said the provision would elim-
inate the chances of influenc-
ing any election by the party in
power,

Criticising the provision of
amnesty power of the
President Rahman said, this
provision {s against the
Quranic precept.

Referring to the appoint-
ment of the judges, Rahman
said the President should con-
sult the Chief Justice in re-
spect of appointing of all

Thl:; Jamaat member called
for following the rules of E:
cedure by members of both

Treasury and Opposition

:Has

acy, he added.
said the present
was the result of a
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Benches.

in the discus-
sion Kazi Abdur Rashid (AL-
Gopalganj) criticised certain
provisions of the 12th
Amendment Bill and said
holding referendum on the
amendment of the Constitution
was a huoury.

He demanded the introduc-
tion of the Indemnity Bill to
stop politics of s and
hoped that it would be passed
by the House on mutual un--
derstanding.

Abdul Majid

Abdul Majid (JP-Sunamganj)
in his discussion said the

Jatiya Party did not introduce
the presidential form of gov-
ernment. He sald it was
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who
had introduced the presiden-
tial system. Late Ziaur Rahman
had nourished it. But none of
their followers now liked it. He
said if both the Awami

and the BNP opt by for the

E;Imntmy system they (JP)
no objection to it. "But we
need consult action with our

leader H M Ershad to take our
decision.” he added.
the pro-

He also sup
vision for holding referendum
on the Constitution
Amendment Bill.

He said there were five
kinds of autocrats and his
party might be identified as
the "weak and so-called auto-
crats.” Calling others as
"autocrats at large” he pointed
out that after 1971 30,000
people were killed by the
democrats.

Khashruzzaman

Speaking next Sharif
Khashruzzaman (AL-Narail)
demanded the repeal of the
Indemnity Ordinance to
the killers of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and Sheikh Russel,
who was only a little boy.

AKM Asjad

Supportin the
ment Bill Dr AKM Asjad
(Jamaat-Rajbari) called upon
the members to pass the bill

He said without the inde-
pendence of the judiciary from
the executive rule of law could
not be established.

Claiming himself as the first
freedom fighter of Bangladesh

he said but my ‘[rends’ call us
AlL-Badars ai vl Razakars.

Abdur Razzak
BAKSAl. lecader Abdur
Razzak saicl the armed forces

did not takc the rcesponsibility
of the act committed by Col
(Rtd) Faruk and Col (Rtd)
Rashid. Kl..lcd Mosharraf who
came to powcr through a coup
also refusecd to take the re-
sponsibility of the acts of those
two retired colonels and their
accomplishes.

He accused Khondker
Moshtaque Ahmed of blockin
the trial of the killers o
Bangabandhu Shetkh Mujtbur
Rahman by promulgating an
Indemnity Ordinance. It later
became an act through the
Fifth Amendment to the
Constitution depriving people
of their fundamental rights.

He said with the reintro-
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12th

Amendment Bills without any furtherdelay

de

he said and

E"

wanted more

these bills, he
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on any fssue in the House,

rated how Awami League had
been to achieve this
system of government endur-

autocratic government of

- Ershad, he added. h

- “The BAKSAL lecader said
many people had saecrificed
their lives for a the
democratic rule, he thanked
the Select Committee for

porated into it for further
democratisation, he added.

Abdur Razzak pleaded for
incorporating such provisions
into the Constitution as would
prevent martial law, coup and
taking over stage power by ex-
tra constitutional means.

As Abdur Razzak was on his
feet Deputy Speaker Shetkh
Razzak Ali drew the attention
of the Opposition Chief Whip
Md Nasim and said it was de-
cided at the Business Advisory
Committee meetings held on
July 30 and July 31 that dis-
cussions centering felicitation

of public opinion on this bill
would be k limited. The
Deputy Speaker told Nasim
that there are about 700 pro-
posals from the members and
it is not possible to discuss
those due to the limited time.
He requested Nasim either to
limit number of s

from his side or he would ap-
ply his discretion.

Md Nasim

Md Nasim told the Depu
Speaker that some leaders g
different parties and ups
would speak on the . He
had submitted a list of 18
speakers for Sunday. He re-
ﬂ::uted the chair to adfourn

House till moming
and said that he would inform
him of the list of speakers that
time

The Deputy speaker said

after the Select Committee
had submitted its re , dis-
cussion on the bill Id be

kept very limited. He further
said this discussion would be
followed by clausewise discus-
sions on the bill.

Taking the floor, Awami
uﬁcu:.dﬂ Tofael Ahmed
ur, Deputy Speaker to
ﬂdjouu rnml.hc Huu-cthrldxt now to
scttie this issue through d
cussion. Chief Whip Kl'mIl
Delwar Hossain also requested
the Deputy Speaker to adjourn
the House to decide how bﬂ
discussions on the bill wou
continue, N

When it was decided that
the Awami League leaders
would sit in the Deputy
Speaker's chamber in the
Sangsad immediately after ad-
journment of the House to dis-
cuss this fssue, the Depu
lﬁhﬁm the House
at 10-22 pm 1

obg



