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When Birthday Bashes Are More
Than Balloons and Cakes

by Fayza Haq _J

The expense of holding a birthday party for

Ja middle-class home apart, the hassle that goes

into the occasion is often enough to give you a
attack.

went to a on the weekend, the

other day, and was faced with a situation where
an t t had to lose her
| t. The father of the

was the business r of the host, and the
family dared not ignore the matter. What a

followed with torchlights, brooms and
sticks! rubbish heap and the road nearby
the house too was searched high and low but
it was of no avail. It spoflt the entire mood of

to your party for some lame excuse or another
does not make your spirits rise. Why cannot
friends make it clear that they will not come at
the outset, instead of actually relaxing on a
weeckend or attending to some mdre interest-
ing pursuit and being frank about it?

"We are coming”, the young debutantes ke-
pt on repeating on the phone, while the young
hostess paced about in her stilettoes with ten-
sion. There were two rounds of serving that
had to be done, and the elders could not eat
before the young women were served , or so
the hosts felt. The entire process of the birth-
day was stretched out, while the young ladies

the party.
"Is it a we-
dding that the
girl had to
wear such ex-
pensive jewel-
lery?" said the

worn out you-

L]

to be carted to
the hospital
post haste.
There was lin-

at the

by the
hosts, while
the other gu-
ests simply
waited. The
return home
to the houses
was also de-
layed, as a co-
nsequence of
the labour

were going -

simply powdered their noses and fixed their

curls. Could
not the prep-
aration for go-
ing to the par-
ty have been
done earlier —
can our young
women never
appear on the
dot, as they do
so often in the
west?

The rain
added to the
delay of most
of the arrival
of the guests,
and the pre-
vailing ten-
sion in town
wWas an excuse
for the others
to delay, or
not turm up at
all.

The young
woman having
her twenty-
sixth birthday
bash lives in
India, and was
having a party
at her par-
ents’ home af-
ter six years.
She surely de-
served more
support from
her friends.

Kavita, my
[riend, was
enjoying her-
self the night
before the p-
arty. As a con-
sequence, she

in preparing herself for the party.
to be restitched at four pm, her

to be adjusted and her shoes

back home in the host's car. got delayed
In Dhaka, even when a woman is married, The dress had
her family want her home by nine pm at the stockings had
most. When they are unmarried ,the firing vol
zltthhnuﬂnntbemmmmm
entire family is bombarded if the daughter

7

:
E %%i

'
:
:
:

I

38
I8 3

7l

4
1

:
:

stuffed with cotton. This friend, always con-
scious that she is dark, or rather, darker than
her sisters, to be precise, was fussy and frantic
about her make-up — all of which she had left
behind at another friend's house by mistake,
some before.

Kavita's hair would not set, her lipstick was
not being spread properly, while her nailpolish
was sliding and gliding all over her nervous fin-
gers, even though | was at hand to give her
moral su

As for all the work that went into the prep-
arations for the feast, it took Kavita's mother
all day to sweat in the hot kitchen. This was
even though the dishes were vegetarian and
vegetables, as everyone knows, cook faster
than meat dishes.

Fixing the candles on the cake was yet an-
other complication. Everyone had different
suggestions. Nobody could be displeased. And
when are bakeries dead on time in Dhaka?

Taking the essential film, when the battery
of the camera plays up, was not funny either.

the young women for the necessary
photo fitsell was a minor ordeal.

When a simple party can entail so much of
coincidences and mishaps, one can imagine
what other complexities face people in their
chart of everyday existence. Parties are some-
thing to be enjoyed and are meant to relax
people, and take their minds off problems. It
was a change for me. | was happy to see my
friend after six years. But the experience did
not strike me as one of unadulterated fun and

Hill Tracts
tion, customs and BDR per-
sonnel raided two houses and
found the contrabands.

A case was flled in this con-
nection.

Women's Federation

hm 'Ltlvtrlltr Women's
F tion here has extended
Acting on secret informa- o 0| help to 15 cyclone
tion the sscurily forces our- g s 8 C candidates
Mmp’ but Mﬂﬂﬂl&t'—lm
they opened on the secu- Taka 200 at a simple cere-
rity forces. Both sides ex- mony held in this connection
changed fire for over 40 min- at Krishna Chura
uu.mﬂ:-um School with the school
were injured were later Headmistress Ms Ruhiya Habib
captured by the security .. i}, chair was attended by
forces. Chittagong City Co tion
The insurgents were iden-
l s p Mayor, Mir M. ;
alias Licutenant Moitrt -
Monindra, Untal, Jamint and 4 daCOIts arrested
In another incident security mClty
forces fired on a group of In- ;
who were proceeding By Staff Correspondent
towards Rangamati Police on Sunday arrested
by a boat through the river ... 4.coits from Mirpur
Karnaphuli at Subolong and g i 7
died pooelr e
or seriously injured, the The dacoits entered
source sadd. into one se at Mirpur
(roods setzed Section [I, Block D on
A customs intelligence and ™idnight by breaking the win
anti-sssuggling sguad fn dow grill and looted 1l tolas of
coop-
eration with BDR personne] Ormaments and six thousand
-u-l.rﬂ VCPs, 474 mini car- Taka in cash.
tons foreign cigareties and
120 cans worth of Taka five The arrested are: Nuruz-
lakh from two houses at South 2aman (30), Almas (22), Siraj
Acting on secret informa- organised gang of dacoits

| UAE relief goods

handed over

CHITTAGONG, Aug 5 : Two
thousand metric tons of relief

of UAE for the cyclone victims
was formally handed over at
Chittagong Port this afternoon,
reports BSS.

Divisional Commissioner

N'gonj market
From Our Correspondent

At least twenty ns
were injured and over 1.8
lakh worth of cash and goods
were looted when a gang of
miscreants attacked a shop-

market
ot iy g

The miscreants attacked
the Dit Jalil Supermarket at
about 11 pm on the day. At
least 20 persons were injured
in an attack. Four of them were
admitted to the Narayangonj
general hospital with serious
injuries. They ar Babul (35),
Hanif (25), Humayun (24) and
Shudarshan (40) .

All at them are employees
in the market. o

The miscreants looted Taka
30,000 in cash from the
Rumki General Store and also

took away goods worth Taka |

1.5 lakh from other shops.

ﬁmmbdﬁdmthther

Narayangonj police in this
connection.

Weekly ‘Sugandha"
sued

A case has been filed with
Bangladesh Press Council
against a vernacular weekly
"Sugandha" for publishing a
controversial article, reports
UNB.

The plaintiff, Saiful Islam
Khan, alleged that the weekly
tarnished the of his
father and brother Llecrugblhh-

pletely fabricated and moti-
vated, a Press Council press
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A rally of the homeless

Bastuhara J

rally to be followed by a protest procession.
Students’ rally to demand DU reopening

About 124 students, who stayed at various halls of the
the
convened a rally at the Teacher-Student Centre (TSC)
pm in protest against frequent
closure of he university and in demand of its immediate

Dhaka University defying
premises today

The rally will also announce its next course of action to

realise their demands.

Chhatra Moitri press confce

esh Chhatra Moitri, student front of United
, has convened a press

Nilkhet office (Tuesday) at 4 pm.
The Moitri leaders will speak on the recent violence on

the country's educational arena including the Dhaka

NSCB meeting

A meeting will be held at the conference room of the
Sports Control Board (NSCB) today (Tuesday) at 4.30

pmhuhp:xprmnbrﬂwhu‘ultiﬁumnnlpum
affatrs of the B.
State Minister for Youth and Sports, Sadek Hossain Khoka

Banglad
Communist

University campus.

National

Rotary Club meeting
The weekly meeting of the Rotary Club of Dhaka
will be today (Tuesday) at 5 pm at the Sheraton Hotel.

Dr Zahed Hossain, the First Secretary
Board of Revenue, will address the meeting on the Value

Added Tax (VAT).
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mark the

., & music associates, will
death anniversary of Poet Rabindranath
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By Staff Correspondent

Light to moderate rain or shower is likely to occur at many

E:uh:l :: Chltu':r:?

Department.
The day temperature till Wednesday may rise by one to
Celsius. On Monday highest
recorded at Iswardhy was 33.9 degree Celsius while the low-
temperatu in Sylhet.
Outlook for subsequent two days: Weather likely to im-

three degree

est re was 23

prove.

Extended outlook for another five
) at 6.39 pm and rises tomor-

The sun sets
row (Wednesday) at 5.3] am.

Temperature and humidity in some cities and towns of the

on Monday were:
Cities Temperature in Celsius Humidity in percentage
Max Min 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 32.6 26.6 83 R5
w 28 24.9 86 95
23.6 25.9 RA 82
Khulna 29 25 R3 86
Tangadl 32.4 26.7 L] 77
Sylhet 31.3 23 92 78
Srimangal 326 25.2 77 78
Cox’s Bazar 29.2 24 96 93
Iswardhy 339 27 82 M
Fent 29.6 2458 H4 80
z-m 3285 24 6 R 78
30.5 23.3 o8 LN

16

people in the city will he held
today (Tuesday) at 10 am in front of the National Press Club to
demand their rehabilitation and waive the arrear rent of the
tenants residing in different city

at 4
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soiree on Tagore

A musical soiree under the style "Punya
be heild at the Vishwa Sahitya Kendra (World Literacy Centre)
auditorfum at Bangla Motor in the city tomorrow (Wednesday)

and Rajshahi divisions and at few
Khuina divisions during the next 36 *
rs commencing from 86 pm on Monday, reports
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Shilpi Gosthi.—Star photo

BAKSAL Secretary Abdur Razzak speaking at a discussion meeting
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in city on Monday. The meetin

' s gt
on death anniversary
g was organised by Bangabandhu
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The system loss in

average
the Palli Biddut Samities (PBS)
during the last fiscal year was
per cent, a was
told in Dhaka Monday, reports
BSS.

The two-day workshop on
future target and evaluation of
past of the PBS
was told that most of
the samities had achieved the
target set for the last fiscal
year. The constitutional obliga-
tion of reaching electricity to
all parts of the country, in
phases, were recalled and it
was observed that implemen-
tation would be done through
an accountable administration.

The samities entered
agreement with Rural
Electrification Board (the

shums.
Samity has convened the

authorities’ order, have -

conference at its

of the National

................................

e e e

_________________

Probhate Ajee’ will

the function to

Compiled by NA

, the

tem ture
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days: Little change.

" mutual interest.

body that administers the
working of PBS) for achieving
the targets set for fiscal 1991-
92. REB Chairman Brig
Mohammad Gholam Mowla and
senior officials of the board
were present.

President and General
Managers of the 40 PBS at-
tended the workshop, divided
into four sessions, where de-
tailed discussions were held
on set target and achieved
performances. Targets were
refixed for some samities in
consideration of their practical
circumstances.

The samities were divided
into two categories on the ba-
sis of their rmance stan-
dard. Targets set included sys-
tem loss, realisation of arrears
from the consumers, payment
of dues by samity to others,
increasing the number of con-
sumers, increasing yearly sale

Shahabuddin greets
President of Bolivia

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed Monday
felicitated Lic Jaime Paz
Zamora, President of the
Republic of Bolivia, on the oc-
casion of its independence

day, reports BSS,
In a message of felicitation
to Zamora, Justice

Shahabuddin Ahmed wished
his good health, happiness and
long life and continued peace,
Fmgrtu and prosperity of the
riendly people of Bolivia.

Australian HC
meets Oli Ahmed

The Australian High
Commissioner in Richard Gate,
called on the Communications
Minister, Oli Ahmed, at the
Secretariat Monday. reports
BSS.

They discussed matters of

A
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Bangladesh girl
wins award
in US for poem

Samira Andaleeb, iin 11 year
old Sixth Grade Bangladeshi
student of a Pennsylvania
(USA) school has recently been
awarded the prestigious
Golden Poet Trophy for her
poem Lile, says a Press release.

The announcement of the
award was made by the Board
of Directors of the Secramento
(USA) based World of Poetry
a famous socicty of poets. She
will receive the honour
(trophy) at the Seventh Annual
Convention of the World of
Poetry 10 be held in 'New York.

Samira Andaleeb is the
cidest daughter of Dr. Syed
Saad ancl a grand
daughter of Professors Syed
Mogsud AN and Dr. N.
Fyzennessa of Dhaka
University.
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16 pc average system loss
rural electrification

of power and decreasing ex-
penditure.

As per the decision, sami-
ties that achieved the target
Wil'ldbe rewarded, REB sources
said. But of those
samities 'ml‘m to attain
target will be penalised,
thereby setting example of ac-
countable administration.

REB has a total of 40,586
kilometres of distribution line
spread in 198 upazilas. The
workshop was informed that
average bill collection from
consumers in PBS last year
was 95 per cent which s at
par with the development
countries. System loss in PBS
is borne by the consumers, the
sources added.

World congress of

accountants from
October 11

A four-day world congress
of accountants will be held in
Washington DC from October
11, reports UNB.

The 14th congress on "The
Accountant's Role in a Global
Economy” is sponsored by the
International Federation of
Accountants (IFAC).

It is designed to enable the
world's accountants in indus-
try, government, education
and public practice to share
concerns, insights and oppor-
tunities.

Over 5,000 registrants are
expected to attend the
congress, said a press release.

IFCA is made up of the
Institute of Chartered Acco-

untants of Bangladesh (ICAB)
and 104 other accounting
organisations of 78 countries.

Fourteen technical sessions
are planned along with four
plenary sessions.

The deadline for pre-regis-
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Khaleda condoles
death of grandmother
of Bhutan's King

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia condoled
the death of the grandmother
of the King of Bhutan, reports
UNB.

"We are saddened to
learn the s n death of

Royal grandmother, Ashi Pema
Dechen," Begum Zia said in a

to King J
Pt e
Minister, on be-

half of the government and the
people of Bangladesh, ex-
pressed condolence to his
Majesty, members of the
family and the people of the
Kingdom. :
The Bhutanese Embassy
sources said the royal grand-
mother died on Friday and
Bhutan observed three-day na-

tional mourning.

Libyan Revolution
Day to be observed

Bangladesh-Libyan Arab
Friendship Association in an
emergent meeting held on
Sunday under the Chairm-
anship of its President HK
Abdul Hye decided to observe
the 22nd anniversary of the
Great First September
Revolution in Libya in a befit-
ting manner, says a press re-
lease.

On the occasion the associa-
tion will hold a seminar to dis-
cuss about the Green
Revolution and unique
achievements and p s
made by Brother Al
the leader of the great Al-Fateh
Revolution.

The Association will also
publish a Seouvenir
the life and activities
Brother Qadhafi for the benefit
of Libya and world Muslims.

Pay Commission
report demanded

KHULNA, 5 : Khulna
unit of sh Sarkari
Karmachari Parishad

reiterated their demand for
implementation of the three-
point charter of demand which
included announcement of na-
tional pay scale, a press release
of the unit said here Monday,
reports BSS. |

A rally was held at the
Khulna Collectorate ground to
protest against delay in the
announcement of the national
pay commission report and its
hinl;:lﬂulbn.

was over

by M. Ali Alzal -Eﬂ:hu-d
among others, by Sarfaraz
Hossain (Kalu), G.M. Haider
Ali, Abdur Rahman and
Mohammad Akbar Ali.

Speakers at the rally urged
upon the government to ac-
cept their three-point de-
mand.

The rally was followed by a
procession.

Meanwhile, the e
abstained from their work for
one hour between 11 am and

12 noon as part of their daily

tration is September 1, 1991. | programme till August 10.




