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Valuable time

Salahuddin Yusul (AL-
Khulna), a member of the
Select Committee, then took
the fMloor and told the House
that the bill introduced on July

amendment of
98,109,115 and
116 of the Constitution to en-

been sent to a
Committee giving it three days’
time to present a report. He
said the commfittee met on
Thursday last and could not
complete the task. He re-
E.lclttd the chair to extend

e time Imit by another four
days. Yusuf introduced the bill
himsell and was chosen a
member of the Select
Committee.

Law and Justice Minister
Mirza Gholam Hafiz, the
Chairman of the Select
Commitiee, supported Yusuf's

. The Speaker then al-

four more days to the

Select Committee to report
back to the House.

The then invited
Salahuddin Yusuf (AL-Khulna)
to discuss Lhe 12th
Constitution Amendment Bill

Initiating the discussion,
Yusuf recalled the participation

of Awami League in different
movements in the past against
military rules and autocratic
governments, and remem-
bered the names of those who
had sacrificed their lives in
those movements.

Giving tribute to the Acting’
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed for his contribution in
holding the parliamentary
elections impartially, Yusuf
said "we want that he should
go back to his post
honourably.”

Relerring to the transition
from the presidential to the
parliamentary form of govern-
ment according to the com-
mitment of the three allances,
he said the provision for keep-
ing one-tenth technocrat
members in the cabinet as
proposed in the amendment
was undemocratic. He sug-
gested that a provision should
be made in the Constitution for
having the technocrats elected
to Parliament within six
months of their joining the
cabinet. i

He also criticised the pro-
posed amendment according
to which an MP will lose his
seat if he takes part in internal
grouping of the party in
Parliament and opt for a new
leadership. He said this provi-
sfon was undemocratic and
should not be included in the
Constitution.

He pointed out that in par-
llamentary democracy, leader-
;hlp of a party may be changed

ut the power of the part

does not change. He ukfapu:
ticipation in internal grouping
is the fundamental right of a
member and suggested dele-
tion of the undemocratic

clause,

Yusuf said with a view to
stopping the politics of killing,
Tfltl?:demmﬂlm once for

‘ mnity law -
ing the trial of the hm
Bangabandhu should be re-
pealed. He said this law was
made through an ordinance
and was quite different from
the 12th Amendment of the
Constitution. He said the
amendment bill placed by
Awami League Chief Whip
Mohammad Nasim to repeal
the law should be introduced
in the House.

He pointed out that some of |

the
Mu
dip tic assignments and
said the killers, whoever they
are, should be punished to
stop the politics of killing.

ferring to the provision
of referendum, required for
basic changes 1in the
Constitution, he said this pro-
vision was {liegal as it was not
dnne.z an elected Parliament.
He this was made by the
martial law government and
should not be kept in a demo-
cratic Constitution. He said
support of the two-thirds of
the members of the House
should be final for constitu-
tional amendments.

Rashed Khan Menon

Speaking t,
Menon {ﬁ-::hnm?

killers of Sheikh

r Rahman were given |

He said, while discussing
bill in the Select

ting to have them elected
within six

of their becoming
About the holding of refer-
endum under Article 142 of

the suggestion that the
sovereignty of the Sangsad
would be tarmished if a refer-
endum was held mhnghro-‘
ple's mandate on any vital is-
sue.,

Menon said the method of
election of the President
should be lhth secret bal-
lots in place of the present
one, i.e. open election.
He said it would be a reflection
on the weakness of a particular
party if it could not take its
members into confidence.

Referring to the Indemnity
Bill, he this bill should re-
cefve due consideration in the
House. He said this issue had
kept a phase of the country's
history under darkness.

He said with the passage of
this bill, history could be made
clear to the people bringing
forth the incidents behind the
incidents and also the heroes
behind the incidents.

Pointing to a news re-

port about the partic
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The following is the
part of Saturday’s JS pro-
ceedings:

Suranjit Sengupta

Ganotantree Party leader
Suranjit Sengupta took excep-
tion to a report appearing in
the Indian newspaper “The
Statesman” on terrorism in
Bangladesh and described it
as derogatory. He said democ-
racy loving people of
Bangladesh did not believe in
terrorism. This type of report
was unwelcome, he said
addi we wanted to build
cordial relationship with India.

Turning to the 12th
Constitution Amendment Bill,
Gupta said this Parliament
came into existence through a
long drawn struggle nst
autocracy. All MPs belonging to
either side were aware of their
responsibility to the people
and the nation, and the chal-
lenge lay before the reversion
to the parliamentary system of
government. There has been a
consensus from all sides on
this issue, he added.

He said “the less we discuss
it outside the Sangsad the
betler.” He urged all not to
create any suspicion by dis-
cussing this issue outside the

Gupta said Saturday there
was no alternative to parlia-
mentary system of government
in the country. But discussions
must be held in the House
while passing this bill. The
Select Committee on the
Constitution Amendment Bills
has submitted its report to the
House for wider discussions on
the bills by its 330 members,
he said.

Narrating the constitutional
history of our country, the
Ganotantree Party leader said
as many as ten amendments
were made to the Constitution.
He ly referred to the
8th Amendment to the
Constitution and said the basic
structure of the Constitution
was broken by it. The Supreme
Court, however, had declared

void a part of the 8th
Amendment the un-
constitutional and {llegal

Parllament of the former
President Ershad. He said the
other part of the B8th
Amendment to the
Constitution still remaining as
a part of the Constitution was
inconsistent with the outline
of the joint declaration of the
three alliances announced on
November 19 last year.

To drive his point home,
Suranjit Sengupta said the
people of this country had em-
barked on the Liberation War
as Bangalee and not as Muslim,
Hindu, Buddhist or Christian.
if this entity of the
was de Muslim, Hindu,
Buddhist and Christian citizens
of this country would be differ-
entiated. Such a difference

the citizens of differ-
ent re communities was
incompatible with the parlia-
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to five per cent from
posed 10 per cent.
disagreed with the
the referendum iIn
Constitution.

Suranjit Sengupta

Rising on a peint of order,
Suranjit pta said under
rules 79.80,8] and 82, a
member of the Select

the bill at this stage.

said Rashed Khan
Menon did the same and he
felt what Menon said was not
tenable .

Intervening, the Speaker
reminded Sengupta that what
he had said was not also ex-
actly relevant to the rules he
quoted because what he
pointed out would be relevant
al a later stage.

Nazmul Huda

Taking the floor, State
Minister for Food Nazmul Huda
deplored the tendency on the

part of some members to
waste the valuable time of the
House on this or that pretext

He referred to Sengupta's
point of order and said the
member had once wasted
much time of the House on an
issue of "assent” the
President and himsell had
later realised that he was on
slippery grounds.

Huda said Sengupta was en-
thusiastic in pointing out that
what Menon said was without
any substance but he himselfl

and
he

mentary democracy
sovereign parliament,
added.

He was also critical of the

provision of referendum saying
that this had curtailed the

power of the Sangsad.

Defending the Supremacy of
the Parliament, he said
nowhere in the world the peo-
ple had accepted things im-
posed on the Constitution ei-
ther by Martial Law promulga-
tions or through extra consti-
tutional power.

Gupta also opposed the in-
clusion of non-elected mem-
bers in the cabinet, whatever
its size sa it was contradic-
tory to the concept of
sovere Parlfament and ac-
countable nt. In this
connection, he referred to
Article 7 of the Constitution
and said the non-elected
members would remain ac-
countable to the Prime

Minister and not to the
Parliament.

The House reassembled
alter Magreb prayers with

Suranjit Sengupta to finish his
incompilete speech.
1972

Referring to the
Constitution, Sengupta said the
provision r cross-
ing in that Constitution was
sufficient. He said this provi-
sion of the 1972 Constitution
was our contribution to the
world. Anything more would be
too harsh, he said adding that
the proposed restriction on
members for floor crossing
would like curbing the funda-
mental rights.

Citing examples Sengupta
said one of the greatest
statesmen of the world
Winston Churchill had crossed
floor four times. But the mem-
bers of the present British
Parliament could not think of
it, he added. He also cited
Indian constitutional crisis
after the fall of the V P Singh

made in the Constitution for
his election.

Sengupta was critical on the
deletion of the post of Deputy
Prime Minister in the pro-
posed Amendment Bill. He

said a time come when
the post of puty Prime
Mintster become essen-
tial ff the Minister be-

came inactive for some rea-

SOonNs.
Referring to the deferment
of bye-elections in the ten va-
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Monirul Huq Chowdhury
WP-Comilia) was next to take

and honey would flow once the

system of rmmeni was
G;lr# to

parliamentary
one.

Similar impression was
n when it was told earlter
t the condition of the peo-
ple would change mantfold if
the Jattya Party were not in

m said adding, "nothing
Chowdhury said too much of
expectation was attributed to

Parliament

money bei

i

Matiur Rahman

After the Asr prayer,
Abdur Rahman Biswas
gave the floor to Moulana
Matiur Rahman Nizami
Jamaat-Pabna) to participate
in the discussion on the 12th
Constitution Amendment Bill.
Inftiaty the discussion,
both the lead-

.r:ummitttt and

cant seats by a resolution of
this House, Sengupta said it
was nol proper and in accor-
dance with the constitutional

n.

He called upon the govern-
ment not to curb the privilege
of indtvidual members through
legislation which may create
an autocrat Prime Minister.

Fazle Rabbi

Speaking next, Dr TI M
Fazle Rabbi (JP-Gaibandha) ex-
pressed his reservation about
the proposed amendment to
Clause 4 of Article 55 of the
Constitution which stipulated
the powers of the Prime
Minister and the cabinet. He
said it was not proper that
although the executive power
of the Republic will be exer-
cised by or on the authority of
the Prime Minister, all these
executive actions of the gov-
ernment shall be expressed to
be taken in the name of the
President.

He said there should be a
definite decision on the cate-
gory of the people to be ap-
pointed in the cabinet under
Article 56 of the Constitution.
He said it should be clearly
stated whether they will be
technocrats or bureaucrats.

Rabbi said Clause 3 of
Article 56 and Clause 2 of
Article 57 of the Constitution
proposed in the form of
amendments to the Twellth
Constitutional Amendment Bil]
were contradictory to each
other.

He said the presidential
form was not introduced by
the Jatiya Party. Awami
introduced the presidential
form of government. The BNP
nursed and nurtured it and the
Jatiya Party only carried it for-
ward, he said.

He said we did not have any

responsibility for it, we o
inherited fit. o

Rabbi said the Acting
President had said that he
wanted to quit but there was
no for him to take leave of
the o :

He said Saturday's newspa-
per reports said that the
Acti President wanted to
quit. But, he said, even if the

He said the leader of the

to it that the Leader of the
Jatiya Party, the country's
former President, could
participate in the proceedings
of the House, at least on

in

months, India experienced
change of governments four
times and that Chandra
Shekhar became Indian Prime
Minister with only 58 mem-

bers in the 8544-member
Indian Parliament.

Maulana Obaidul Huq

Taking the floor Alha
Maulana Obaidul Haq
said the 1972 Constitution was
adopted to establish parlia-
men form of government
which, however, was abrup
changed in 1975 throu
switching over to the presi-
dential which continued
for the last 17 years.

He said, at the request of
three alliances, Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed had taken
over the charge of the
Presidency. He congratulated
the Acting President for hold-
ing a free and fair election. He
said, we have to take necessary
action for the return of Justice
Shahabuddin to his former
position.

Maulana Obaidul Haq said,
by mere establishing parlia-
mentary democracy "we could
not bring emancipation of the
people unless we could stop
terrorism.” Pointing out to the
recent large-scale vandalism
happening every day in the
country’s educational arena, he
said: "It is unfortunate that we
are yet to get an opportunity to
discuss this vital national issue
in this House."

He said autocracy could be
built up in both the presiden-

tial the parliamentary sys-
tems. “If we can stop

viclence, we can ut-blhﬂ a
democratic system which
would last till the final day of

judgement (Qiyamat).”
lana Haq said, "We have
to bear in our minds that ifm-
clections could be held
only under an impartial
Election Commission.”

Azizur Rahman

Taking the floor Azizur
Rahman (AL-Sylhet) termed
Amendment Bill a historic one.
The scope of amending the
Constitution does not come

tly in the life of a na-
tion, he said adding "we are

lucky to get such an opportu-
nity."

He said, most of the
amendments to our
Constitution were made under
the coverage of martial law. He
said, the fame of our 1972
Constitution had reached
world -wide.

Mr Rahman suggested a
number of amendment pro-
posals to make the 12th
Amendment Bill more fruitful

Referring to the unfettered
rs given to the Prime
inister under the

Amuwdmtﬂiﬁ,l:nw:

inclusion of

some check balance in it.
He said, the provision of

taking 10 per cent non-MPs in

the cabinet should be more

specific. He said technocrats
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Nizami said as a member of the

Defend the referendum
provision of the bill, Nizami

to be inducted in the cabinet
should seck

id not be appointed as
minister as doing so would be
showing d to people’s
verdict, he :

He further said, it was also
not wise to spend Taka 20
crore on referendum as the
people had given mandate to
this House and the bills to be

passed here would enjoy their

support.
Sharfuddin

Speaking next, Mr
Sharfuddin Khasru (JP-Sylhet)
opined that today's Parliament
owed much to the Jattya Party
Chatrman Hussain Muhammad
Ershad because his steps in
December last facilitated the

. formation of this House.

The Jatiya Party member
said in the erstwhile Pakistan
Ayub Khan in 1969 handed
over power to General Yahya
Khan, who had declared
Martial law in the country. But
Ershad did not do anything
like that, he added.

Pleading for the release of
his party Chairman H M
Ershad, Khasru said he should
be released because he had
been eclected from five con-
stituencies. "We also demand
the release of other Jatiya
Party leaders who have won
the election but are now be-
hind bars,” he said.

Referring to the constitu-
tional amendments in the
past, the Jatiya Party member
said comparatively it was the
Awami League government that
initiated most of the amend-
ments. But, he observed, the
Awami League members were
oblivious of this fact when they
spoke of the constitutional
amendments. It was the Awami
League which had given birth
to the presidential system in
this country, he added.

 Shakawat Hossain

Shakawat Hossain (Jamaat-
Jessore) praised the Select
Committee for I the
report on the details the
Constitution Amendment Bill
for switching over to parlia-
mentary form of government.

He advocated acceptance of
the report in the greater na-
tional interest without raising
much controversy. If there
were still flaws in the report,
these could be taken care of
later, he said.

The Jamaat
pleaded for change
Constitution so that

killer unless by the
descendants. present pro-
vision of clemency by the
President went against the
Quranic spirit, he said.
Hossain referred to the
election and said elec-

system
tions should always be held
under an interim government.
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ments during the sixties,
Nizami said these movements
culminated in the -
utes .Indtm
dtm:h *
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"'Zm.: parties are to be
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Maulana Matiur Rahman

arliamentary form'

He urged the House to con-
sider the bill of his party

scemed to be an all-round de-
cay in the national life. It is
necessary to follow the Islamic
teachings to improve the

morality of the people, he said.

B Chowdhury

After his speech, Dr
Badruddoza Chowdhury drew
the attention of the chair and
said he wanted to make a
statement under rule 300 of
the Rules of Procedure.

As the chair gave him per-
mission, he made the state-
ment on the by-elections in
Madaripur-One constituency
and ten other constituencies
where the by-elections are
due.

The minister said according
to the information from the
Election Commission, the
schedule for the elections to
these vacant seats of the House
would be given within a weck.

Sheikh Selim

After his statement, Sheikh
Fazlul Karim Selim (AL-
Gopalganj) said it would be un-
constitutional unless the elec-
tions take place in the
Madar{&ur-ﬂn: constituency
within 90 days of vacancy.

The Deputy r said it
was a decision of the Election
Commission and one could
to the court if one felt that
elections were not lawful.

Salahuddin Quader

Salahuddin Quader
Chowdhury wanted a ruling
from the chair on the issue
since the election In
Madaripur -One would not be
held within the scheduled 90
days.

The chair said he would
consider a ruling on this but
no time and date could be
given for that.

Muzahar Hossain

Muzahar Hossain (CPB-
Panchagarh) said the House
should discuss and accept
m-r?v other amendment b
for fai of democracy in
Bangladesh. The nation no
longer wanted to back to
terrorism and .

Stressing the need for the
establishment of Rule of Law,
the CPB member said even
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ment, and Professor M
Sharceful Islam, President and

" Association of
Bangladesh, have expressed
concern over the unnecessary
controve rwln' the
11th and 12th

Amendment Bills, reports BSS.

nity and other prolessional
groups.

They further said that the
aspirations of nine years'
struggles against au
E:: reflected in mlocr:g

The federation Ilcaders
opined that no impediments
should be created by demo-
towards safe pas-

sage of these bills.

The federation leaders said
that untold su and sac-
rifices of the people including
martyrs for ousting the autoc-
racy would go in vain and the
country fall in chaos and con-
fusion again if the representa-
tives of the people in the
Parliament failed to discharge
their responsibilities honour-
ing the sentiments of the

people.

Parties urged to
expel terrorists

By Staff Correspondent

Secretary General of Islami
Chhatra Shibir AZM Obaidullah
has said the cons of
Awami League and failure
of the government were re-
sponsible for terrorism in the
educational institutions.

He was s at a at
Baitul Mukarram
the Shibir on Su to ob-

serve ‘education environment

The Shibir leader called
upon the government and all
political parties to expel ter-
rorists from their respective
organisations.

AL Japan
unit formed

A 9-member committee of
the Japan Branch of Awami
League was formed recently at
a meeting of the party sup-
porters in Tokyo, reports BSS
on Sunday.

Kazi Mafjul Haq Lal becamel
the Convener while Syed
Shamsul Alam Mahmud and

Sheikh Farid Ahmed became
the Joint Conveners.

The other members of the
committee (nclude Ahmed

observe the 16th death an-
niv:rurzhuf Bangabandhu
Sheikh jfbur Rahman on
August 16 with due respect.



