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that objectives,
Samad said, “Last night's re-

R *ereated®a "controversy at

the nattonal and international

Samad said although news-

mFeature

|

WO thousand retired

British execulives are

putting their experie-
nees of a lifetime to rewarding
use in the developing count-
ries and enjoy doing so
through an independcnt
voluntary organisation called
British Executive Service
Overseas (BESO) which was
founded in 1972, It's prime
objective is to provide both
private and public seclor
enlerprises in the developing
countrics with the highest
level of professional,
managcrial and technical
expertise by sending men and
women on short term
assignments to develop re-
sources, facilities and to im-
prove work performance, pro-
duction and profitability

through the introduction of
improved methods, know-how

and transfer of t:c:m

The Execultive their
services [ree of charges on as-
signments which on average
are of 2 to 3 months duration.

The maximum is set al 6
months.

Sweet Smell
of Vanilla
Disappearing
from Comoros

MILDEW 1is devastating
vanilla farms in the tiny Indian
Ocean nation of Comoros, re-
from

one

of the country’s most impor-
tant sources of foreign ex-
change.

uc-

spread of vanilla
mildew has been aided by

ver between

to the Acting
President, the radio and the

our all out ra-
to the adoption ol the
He said we are all work-

to the bills in
ance with the joint dec-

matter as he said “the com-
ment of the Prime Minister
has created misgivings in the
House.”

Badruddoza Chowdhury

The Deguty Leader of the

r Badruddoza
Chowdhury took the floor next
and drew the attention of the

to pass Amendment Bill

to these reports, Sheikh
Hasina has openly criticised
the bill's provision for secret
ballot for President's election
and the 10 per cent quota-re-
serve for non-PMs in the cabi-
net

Chowdhury pointed out that

BESO 'clients’ do not pay
for the assistance they reccive
but they are asked to provide
for the Experts and spous:'s
accommodation, subsistence
and local transport needs dur-
ing the course of the assign-

select committee in about 100
hours in 36 sessions

the opposition
bers were also represented.

any
provision of the bilis. It was
rather decided in the select
committee that although the

bills were adopted

unani-

erything so that the bills could
be more effective and mean-

Samad said the government
party should also have bro
the bill for tion of
judiciary from the administra-
tion. But because of the delay
on their part we had to bring
the bill. He said any time-con-
suming policy over taking de-
cision on the bills by the gov-
ernment would not yield
any @m:m nation. He
however, called upon all mem-
bers to stop mud-slinging and
take eflective measures to pass
the bills.

Mirza Golam Hafiz

Taking the floor next, the
Law and Justice Minister Mirza
Golam Haliz said the Speaker
should have allowed discussion
on the issue after receiving
written notice from Samad.
"All of us should follow the
rules of procedure to run the
business of the House
smoothly,” he added.

At this point, a number of
members from the opposition
rose and tried to say some-
thing. Mirza Hafiz requested
them to be quiet saying “when
you spoke we listened to you
patiently and respectfully, and
yott should demonstrate the
same feelings when we speak”.

Recalling his personal ex-
periences, Mirza Golam Hafiz
saild he had forced the

Parllament in 1965 to accept
the privilege motion brought

by Jervis G. Hamer

In all BESO aim to havce on
their register accountants,
cngincers, general or financial
managers and specialists of
one sorl or another to cover
sufliciently all the professional
and managerial skills in the di-

British executives are putting their lifetime
experience to rewarding use in the de-

veloping countries.

ment.

These days men and women
relire earlier and have longer
life expectancy and many more
remain healthy and energetic.

For the volunteer executive
the assignments are a means
to be engaged in a purposeful
activity overseas, possibly in
exotic locations, by putting to
good use the knowledge and

experience gained during suc-
cesslul personal carcers.

versc public and private sec-
tors from which they are likely
to receive requests for assis-
Lanco,

BESO does not normally
handle requests for direct help
in medicine or dentistry be-
cause for them other channels
exist. Nevertheless, BESO do
have some members of these
professions on their books
primarily to resolve problems
in administration and organisa-

WaS necessary amend the
constitution. He also pointed
out that the very constitution

of the House conducted on
last Thursd in the same
manner as was being done to-
day.

tion which can arise in hospi-
tals and clinics.

No assignment is too [ar
away or too remote for BESO. A
volunicer carried out a [easi-
bility study for a commercial
bank on the wind swept island
of St. Helen. Another execu-
tive, Berick Dale, lormerly a BP
Chemicals Manager, went to
help the Kikuya tribesmen in
Kenya whose sales [rom their
rubber products had fallen by
50%. Cost of manufacture was
reduced by 40% and quality
control improved.

Dr. Eva Crane, a world au-
thority on bee keeping has
hclped farmers in war toern
Uganda to boost production of
honey. Also in Vietnam she is
advising the Ministry of Food.
Later she hopes to leave for
Loas where another assign-
ment awaits her.

Retired ship's captlain Peler
Norman, formerly with Shell,
travelled to the East Bornco
jungle to help a shipping com-
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Develop ment i —

Old Hands and Wise Heads

pany organise 1
dredgers and bar
fectively.

A former colliery manager
in Wales went to a problem
coal mine in Indonesia. The
mine was troubled with cave-
ins and low production to such
an extent that the owners had
considered closing it down
completely. Shortly after Mr.
Lewis's arrival on the site, 2
cave-ins occurred but he
bravely entered the mines to
inspect the damage., He pre-
pared a complete recovery
plan for the rehabilitation of
the mine and stayed to imple-
ment it. Miners were in-
structed in salety procedurcs
and proper use of minc sup-
ports. Cave-ins ceased, thc
faulty ventilation system werc
improved, followed by betlcr
methods for removing and
transporting coal [rom the
face. E day work began in
thec mine and ended with Mr.
Lewis lecturing the miners on’

by the Leader of the

Opposition Shetkh Hasina.

from the Awami League,
Asaduzzaman (AL-Magura), had
spoken on the Twellth
Constitutional Amendment
Bill. He said there had been

on the question of parliamen-
tary . He said the
Constitutional Amendment
Bills which had been raised in
the House at the cost of the
blood of shaheeds would be
in the House with the
participation of every member
of the Jatiya Sangsad.
Taking the floor again, the
Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad

modern coal mining methods
and practices. Today, the Loa
Uland mine is a model of min-

" ing efficiency, it makes a profit

and the miners work in com-
piete safety.

For his services to coal min-
ing in the developing countrics
Mr. Lewis was awarded the
DBE and as a Rotarian, made a
Paul Harris Fellow. In China,
Robert Walsh assisted the Kai
Feng Boiler Factory in its
manufacturing programme. In
the Bahamas, Roadney
Robinson, a highly qualified
civil, mechanical and electrical
engincer accepted an assign-
ment to help training courses
on the installation, planned
maintenance and repair of re-
frigeration and air condition-
ing units. Ex Head of BBC
Television sound-Gordon
Mackic, volunteered to under-
take an assignment for System
Television Malaysia, a com-
mercial broadcasting organisa-
tion with 450 employees and
who wished to upgrade skills
and knowledge in line with the
latest techniques and devel-
opments in sound broadcast-

ing.

The television company and
stall involved benefited [rom
having the services of such an
authority. For Gordon Mackie

it was an invigorating and en-

Jjoyable experience,

Finance for BESO is pro-
vided by voluntary donations
from industry, commerce and
charities. For every £1 donated
in this way, the British
Government will give BESO an
extra £3 through the Overscas
Development administration.

But the private scctor con-
tributions determine the levels
of BESO funding and the num-
ber of assignments it can un-
dertake each year.

To date, over 1,800 as-
signments have been com-
pleted in 81 countries. These
embrace the Caribbean, the
Middle East., Africa, Asia, the
South Pacific, Latin America
and Central Europe. Over 70

. assignments have been com-

pleted {n China,

this comprehensive service,
please coniact, The Director,
BESO, 164 Vauxhall Bridge
Road, London SWIV 2RB, UK
Telex 918802 DPG. Fax 071
630 0624 or British High
Commission, Dhaka.

Jervis G. Hamer was a con-

sultant to Barylladesh Machine
Tools Factory.
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(AL-Tangail) described the
Constitution as a sacred docu-
ment of a country and said any
discussion on it was also

things to adopt the
Constitution Amendment Bills.
He referred to the
Indemnity Act and said its in-
clusion in the sacred
Constitution must be done
away with specially when the
House was discussing the
Constitution Amendment Bill.
Tracing the  Thistory,
Chowdhury said Bangladesh
did not come into in one
day and the creation of the
and

part of this history
as he resisted lth:nzllbyt]:
vested quarters to deprive the

Further IFAD Aid
:ftrr*]iha::g;lzméheuill
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said.

Chowdhury sald such a
man  who symbolised an insti-
tution. was with
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government did not believe In
the polities of killings.
whethér at home or abroad.

The Foreign Minister
described the to this
effect published In the two

new Indian government's

takipg over r almost
coincided with the installation

India to work for “
bilateral ties since both the
couniries have minorities and
nothing should be done to
vitiate the .+peaceful

atmosphere. w
{
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Farhana Haque Rahman

The exact number of men,
women and children killed in
the cyclone that swept the Bay
of Bengal last April will proba-
bly never be accurately
counted, the total cost in
homes and livestock and fields
destroyed never fully calcu-
lated. What is certain is that a
few hours of terrifying winds,
and monstrous tidal waves
have left millions of already
desperately poor and frighten-
ingly vulnerable families to face
even greater poverty, that
thousands of families have now
joined the growing ranks of
the rural landless. Be that as it
may, the GNP of this country,
in a matter of a few hours, was
reduced by more than 29%.

Such massive loss of lives,
such devastating destruction of
that on which the lives of sur-
vivors depend is mind and
heart wrenching. But lamenta-
tion, justified as it is, is not
enough. Action is needed, ac-
tion that will help the people
rebuild what they have lost,
recover their ca ty to feed
their [amilies and take steps to
guard themselves against fu-
ture storms.

As part of the massive ef-
forts being undertaken by the
government, and in lne with
its mandate to assist the poor-
est of the rural poor work
their way out of the
trap, the International Fund
for A Itural Development
(IFAD) has designed a special
assistance p t soon to be
implemented in the country's
most disaster-prone areas,
This US$18.7 million initia-
tive, to be financed by a
US$15.4 million loan, will help
some 83,400 housecholds —
small farmers, artisanal fish-
ermen and landless — in the
coastal area increase produc-
tivity and incomes and,
through cyclone preparedness
measures, to strengthen their

| defenses against nature on the
Il anyone wishes to call on |

ram .

Tmn:w effort comes on
the heels of another recently
approved US8$15.08 million
Small Livestock Development
Project aimed at assistin
hundreds of thousands of -
less and near-landless people,
a majority of whom are
women, become more produc-
tive and sell-relfant. With a
US$10.83 million IFAD loan,

rty.

supplemented by cofinancing
from the Danish International

Development and the
Government of the
project secks to improve the

nutritional standards and in-
crease the incomes of the rural
poor through supporting ex-
panded poverty and goat pro-
duction on home compounds.
The loan agreement was
signed on 10 July 1991 by
IFAD President Idriss Jazairy
and H.E. Waliur Rahman,
Ambassador of Bangladesh to
Italy.
Traditionally, most small
livestock has raised to
meet immediate family needs.
One of the chief objectives of
the project is to 1-
lective, more sop en-
terprises that would increase
both food supplies and in-
comes. Since it {s women who
are primarily engaged in rais-
ing these animals, women —
many of them heads of house-
holds — will be the major tar-

Sell-help gruu]n of men and
women, each assisted by lo-
cally recruited village workers,
will be the key to success,
These groups, most of them
comprised of women, will
serve as focal points for train-
ing in such activities as estab-
lishing hatcheries, raising
chicks, mixing feed, vaccinat-
ing poverty and marketing
poultry products. It is esti-
mated that the annual produc-
tion of chicks would  increase
by over 65%.

Increasing the lupgly and
improving the quality of chick-
ens is the chief but not the
sole aim of the project. Duck-
rearing farms in Chittagong,
Khulna, Narayangan] and
Rajshahi will be helped to in-

crease their dis-
tribute ducklings, wh l-
scale raising of vari-

eties of ducks in other arcas
will be supported. Goat raising
en existing duck-rearing en-
terprises in Rajshahi and other
places in the project area will
also be su

Initial

30

concentrating on
activities

. project
would eventually extend to 80

in six sub divistons In
region west of Dhaka. The

experience gained would serve
as a model for simflar efforts

throughout the country.



