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Cracks found
in Japanese

N-reactor

TOKYO, Aug 3 : H-ﬁudo
Electric Power Co. Ltd.
an emer M}"llﬂ

tion found cracks on turbine
w in its No. 2 reaclor at
Tomari. Nuclear Power

Plant in Hokkaido, neorthern
Japan, but there was n:‘rond-
bility of a radioactive , re-
poris AFP.

. Company officials said they
have not identified the
number of crack in a low-pres-
sure turbine on the reactor at
the plant, located 50 kilome-
ters (30 miles) northeast of
wﬁmy said experts detected
the cracks immediately after
they started an inspection
early Friday. Inspection of the
No. 2 reactor was originally
scheduled for late October.

The No. 2 reactor, which
began operating in April, has
the same structure as the No.
| reactor which stopped op-
erating afler as many as 617
cracks in 309 out of 448 sta-
tionary blades were found
between April and May.

The turbine, powered by
steam [rom the reactor, turns
the gencrator to make elec-
tricity.

The company apologised for

non-binding

= i

International

UN experts in Baghdad to inspect biological arms sites

| Senate okays new military strike

WASHINGTON, Aug
US Senate mrmlmingy

voted Iupport on Fridny
"use of all

necessary means
President George Bush h
eliminate Iraq's ability to

;r:d\nnuelur chemlﬂ.lnt

Reuter.
The Senate lrprnved the
sense of

resolution 97-2.

Congress”
1
Ml gy ermett Bog o

-lnuﬂltmmwﬂedtn

ports new milita
Saddam tries to keep the

ou are out of room.

You are out of bluffs. You are
out of time,” Dole said.

"Unless you, Saddam

Hussein, act now to acknowl-

5 and eliminate your chem-

bluln;lcal and nuclear

, we, the

Cheney said,

any
the fact that we are prepared
to do that.”

Saddam has said he has no
nuclear bomb-making equip-
ment left to disclose but
"I don't think

he’s come totally clean yet.”
AFP adds: A delegation of 28

United Nations on bac-

l:mloglﬂl arms arrived in

nrﬂ: poten to lm

or ma

Dde'tlm Chief David Kelly
said the group's task would be
to carry out full inspection of
some sites which may be con-
cerned with biological

weapons.
He added that the duration
of the missfon had not yet
been decided.
Earlier a UN source here
had said that the mission
would be concerned with

chemical, rather than bacterio-

Mr. l{elly said he would be
in charge of deciding which
sites his delegation, which
contained from nine
different nationalities, should
visit.

He refused to make any
other comments on the mis-
sion, which he described as
"very delicate.”

against Iraq's N- capablhty

Mecanwhile Secretary-
General Javier Perez' de
Cucllar, in a statement on

the first an-

of Iraq's invasfon of

Kuwait, pledged continued UN

support in helping the Emirate
rebuild

"The people of Kuwait may
have confidence that the
United Nations will maintain
i‘tlfullmmt?:.lth
them repair damage
war,” he said.

"It is my heartfelt wish that
lasting peace will be estab-
Iul'le:llnl.h:m leading to
a new era of justice and har-
mony, based on the
of the United Nations charter."

Unlted Btlltu. the Fr::ll-d:nt
and the Congress working to-
pthl:r will do the job for you.”

BERIEFLY

ANC military aide may give up post :
Chris Hani, a popular leader of the nrnEcllwing the African
National Congress, may give up that post to work fulltime for
the Communist Party, the ANC said Friday, reports AP from
Johannesburg.

The ANC.gave nn explanation for the surprising move,
which came a part of an organizational reshuflle. .

In announcing the new o tion structure, the ANC
also said Cheryl Carolus would head the health, welfare and
human resources portfolic. That would put her in charge of
social welfare director Winnie Mandela.

Mrs. Mandela, wife of ANC president Nelson Mandela,
previously reported to Lhe secretary- ., but under the
new structure would work under Carolus, ANC spokeswoman
Gill Marcus said.

The ANC statement said the Communist Party had asked
that Hani be rclieved of all ANC duties to concentrate on
Communist Party activities.

Senate approves MIA panel : m.

Scnate has voled to create its own committee to
mmugnu: the fate of servicemen missing in action from the
Vietnam and other wars. President Bush said anew there was
"no hard evidence of prisoners being alive,” reports AP from
Washington.

The committee would have 12 members equally divided
between the two parties and would go out of existence late
next year unless renewed.

"We to be able to have the answers by then [next
year) we can't predict that,” Sen. Robert Smith, the
chicefl sponsor, said Friday.

Smith said “thousands of people...... have written cards and
letters and made phone calls” urging creation of the commit-
tee. Recent photographs alle to be American
from the Vietnam conllict, have led to "doubt and mistrust of
our government,” Smith added.

In the Rules Committee Sen. John Warner, R-Va., said his
"main concern was that we not elevate unduly the hopes and
aspirations of the familics who've walted so many years. To do
that would be a disservice.

13 German tourists kidnapped in Turkey :
Thirteen German tourists including three children were
kidnapped by Kurdish guerillas while campaign at a lakeside
in southeastern Turkey, the semi-offlicial Anatolian news
agency said Saturday, reports Reuter from Istanbul.
Three of the lourists managed to escape and alerted
Turkish securily forces, it said.
The news agency sald armed
Kurdish workers party (PKK)

the new problem, but said it
did not threaten the salety nl‘
the reactors.

llas of the Marxist
the Germans’ camping

Bid for mutiny in Ivory Coast :

Troops shot and wou two soldiers trying te mutiny
Friday and the Presidential Guard blocked entrances to
President Felix Hnuphauﬂ Boﬂ':nldtnu and office,

witnesses said, reports
mmm. Tuesday that a
group of soldiers had plotted to revoit had been arrested,

2,000 !'ailed activists will also take part

Benazir, other PDA workers to
go on 12-hr hunger strike today

KARACHI, Aug 3 :
l-llndl of opposition sup-
them former

tnr r Bhutto,

will observe a 12-hour token
hunger strike on Sunday In
against arrest of their
leﬂvhtl nnd laws they say are
repressive, Senator Igbal
Haider said today., reports
Reuter.
He said Bhutto planned to
observe the strike outside par-
llament 1in the capital,

islamabad, where the govern-
ment has a ban on the
assembly of more than four
people.

Bhutto's jailed husband, Asif
All Zardari, on trial before sev-
eral courts on charges of cor-
ruption and conspiring to kill
opponents, will observe the
strike in Landhi Jail on the
outskirts of Karachi, Haider
told reporters.

"The protest is I'lll th:
lm.h amendment,

black laws, massive
litical victimisation in Sind
and the arrests and

implications of opposition ac-
tivists,” said Haider, Infor-
mation Secretary of the four-
party People’'s Democratic

The m:lrnt and ordi-

nances give wide powers to au-
thorities to arrest and try peo-
ple accused of keeping llleg-l

arms, kidnapping people for
ransom, or Iging in terror-
ism and

Haider said more than
2.000 jailed PDA workers and
leaders in various prisons in
Sind Province would observe
the strike.

In June, llee arrested
more than 750 people in
Karachi, mostly supporters of
Bhutto's Pakistan People's

(PPP). after the murder
of a judge who was trying
Zardari.

The hunger strike, two days
before the anniversary of her
dismissal as Prime Minister on
August 6, 1990, would be ob-
served by all who live in
Bilawal House, Bhutto's Karachi
residence, Haider said.

Haider said arrangements
were being made for wides-
pread observance of the strike
III Sind, Bhutto's home

Chatlchal returns home to

explam $ 2.8m graft charges

BANGKOK, Aug 3 :

Prime Minister Ch-lichli
Choonhavan rcturned home
Saturday from cxile in London,
hoping to clear himself of alle-
gations of co tion while in
office, rcports A.Ir

A car ook Chatichai di-
rectly from his planc to his
house in Bangkok. A security
officer at the house told re-
porters thal the former leader
would rest for the day and
would not make any com-
ments.

Chalichai's clecied govern
menl was overthrown in a Feb.
23 coup by the four top armed
lorces commanders, who said
they took action because the
government was riddled with
corruption.

Chllﬁ:hli lefl the country
about two wecks after the

tsch and has spent most of

is exile In an upscale neigh-
borhood In London.

On July 26. an anti-gralt
commitlee appointed by the
military junia lo investigate
former Chatichal minisicrs and
aides stated that it found that
Chatichat and a close adviser

be "unusually rich.”
t meant WEeTre sus-

than ready and willing to clar-

ify any issues in dnuht that my
assets have been honestly m‘:

quired, and more importantly,
that they are assets inherited
from my [amily,” he stated.

He said his adviser, Pilak
Intaravittayanan, earned his

in business.

The Thal newspaper The
Nation reported Saturday that
the anti-gralt panel ruled that
Chatichai would have to ex-

lain how he acquired 70 mil-
jon baht (about 2.8 million
dollars) in promissory notes,
cquities and land title deeds.

Neither the panel nor the
junta have said what action
would be taken against
Chatichail if he could not clear

himself.
The Nation

quoled

Chatichai assoctates who spoke
with him in London thnt
Chatichai had intended to re-
turn home for only a few days
to join in the celcbration of
Queen Sirikit's birthday Aug
12. The anti-gralt panel's an-
nouncement prompted him to
return ecarlier than planned,
and “"the former prime minis-
ter will stay until he has done
everything he can to clear
himsell of the charges,” one
source was quoted as saying.

So far, most of the former
Chatichai olficials who have
beecn investigated have been
exoncrated, and no action has
been taken against the few
found “unu rich.”

Thai newspapers said au-
thorities were worried that
Chatichai's supporters may
take advantage of his return
home to stage anti-junta activi-
ties.

The junta’s public has
plummeted, most recently be-
cause of the widely criticized
decision to retain in the new
constitution a provision giving
the junta dictatorial rs
until a new elected parliament
convencs.

The junta had scrapped the
old constitution when it took

appointed an

t of mainly

civillan technocrats led by

Prime Minister Anand

hun and said it would

the parllamentary elec-
tions I:y e'br next year.

14,000 Iranians
killed during
war with Iraq

UNITED NATIONS, Aug 3 :
About 14,000 Iranian civilians
were killed and 67,000
wounded during the ﬂghtm
Iran-Iraq war and more
130,000 Iranian homes were
destroyed according to Iranian
government figures given to a
UN survey mission that re-
cently visited the country, re-
ports Reuter.

The mission’'s report,
handed to Security Council
members this week marked

the first s in assessing the
damage suflered by Iran in the
conflict, halted by a 1988

ceasefire, and the status of re-
construction efforts.

Another UN mission is ex-
pected to visit Iran to conduct
a more detailed study.

According to government
estimates, 14,000 civilians
were killed and 67,000
wounded of whom 37,000 are
permanently disabled. In addi-
tion the authorities have to
cope with the care and reset-
tliement of nearly 1.25 millon
persons displaced by the war,
the report said.

Iranfan authorities esti-
mated direct d to the
economic sectors at 31 trillion
rials (440 billion dollars) and
indirect at 35 trillion
rials (S00 billion dollars).

Sonia urged to
take over Cong-I
leadership

NEW DELHI, Aug 3 : A re-
gional politiclan who quit
India’'s new government Friday
urged the Italian-born widow
of slain former Prime Minister
Rajtv Gandhi to take over lead-

ership of the ruling Congress
(1) Party. reports AFP.
52, who

K. Ramamurthy
res Monday as Federal
Labour Minister amid an inter-
state river water dispute, said
Sonia Gandhi should run for
election to nt and be-
come Congress (I) leader.

His remarks at a press con-
ference in Madras, capital of

southern Tamil Nadu state,
were reported by the Press
Trust of India(PTI) news
agency which quoted him as
describing the current party
leadership as weak.
Ramamurthy, who heads
the Tamil Nadu chapter of the

(I) appealed to Sonia
mﬂ to contest election
from her Mn-ud hus-

band's constituency in the
northern state of Uttar

Pradesh, PT] said.

Asked i he would su a
move to elect her as of
the party’s wing

— @ post that carries the posi
tion of Prime Minister — he

was nreplylngl.hnlt
lhe"rmm

sident Bush on Friday

Off the Record

CASSELBERRY (Florida) : Austrian-born 1940s film
Heddy Lamarr was arrested Thursday for allegedly shop-lift-
ing $21 dollnnmrthﬂfp-enmnlmlt:nu from a drug-
store, authorities said,

Police said Lamarr coo tedﬂthluthorlﬁu-ﬁ:rh:r
arrest Thursday and was driven home in a police cruiser. A
hearing was set for August 20 in Seminole country.

The 77-year-old Lamarr was in 1966 with stealing
Mdolhnlnﬂodlfrmnllm department store, but
was later

L.m.rrbemn:nmnjorm:t.rnﬁ:rnmﬂtlppw
ance in the move Ecstasy, in 1933, she was touted by many as
ﬂumtbenuufulmnlnthcmﬂdlndlmdmmrﬂ
MGM features, including the smash hit Sameson and Delflah.

Bush still on the run

WASHINGTON : Pre-

delivered a spirited,
campaign-style response
to recent Democratic
attacks and said o a
serfous health problem
would keep him from
secking re-election next
year — "and | don't have
one right now", reports
AP.

Still, Bush insisted he
has not made a formal
decision to run for a

second term and would
not do so until early next
year. But he summoned
some 30 political advisers

to a Saturday

at the

presidential retreat in Camp
session

meeting
David, Md, for what he said would be an informal
sound out 1992 campaign themes.

"The last thing
or unconcern about the

I want to do is p
tough task

a sense of

Hes ahead — if | de-

cide to be a candidate,” he told a White House Rose Garden

news conference,

"Right now [ feel like a million bucks.” said the 67

-year-old

Bush, whose health came into question earlier this year be-

cause of a thyroid disorder that

requires him to take

medication. "It wouldn't be fair to the American people to

to be reelected

that you, in your heart of hearts,

knowing
might feel you couldn't finish the job. But I don't feel that

way.
The White House backed that up
physician, Dr. Burton Lee, had examined the

that Bush's
president Friday

by annou

morning and found him “in excellent health,” with no
changes needed in his medication.

Bqﬂ'aMmm

LONDON :
car at a safar
ported on Satu

'I‘I*D-ﬂr'l‘ﬁhmlp
their two

stampeded.
"There were signs

on to your car but no mention of c

about little monkey

charged and badly damaged a family

klnlnuthtmEnghnd a newspaper re-
. says Reuter.

h said Stuart F
children were watching monkeys at
faling branch spooked the Indian water

, his wife and
when a
] 'hlch

s climbing
water buflaloes as

Mgnhm,'Fnrqulnruld. "It was like being hit by an ex-

Mujahideen capture

100 Afghan troops

PESHAWAR, Aug 3: The
Mujahideen resistance cap-
tured more than 100 Alghan
troops during the last 24 hours
on the road between the cast-
ern city of Jalalabad and the
capital Kabul, according to op-

ition sources in Pakistan

te on Friday, reports AFP.

The rebels took 13 gov-
ernment positions between
the Darunta Barricade and the
Sector of Sarobi, east of Kabul,
the Director of the Alghan
Information Centre here said.

The left at least 17
Mujahideen dead and 20
wounded, the Director said,
adding that the rebels had cap-

lumdmntanhnndnhmc_

guantity of other arms.

The rebels have also blown
up an arms depot in Sarobi and
destroyed a government mili-

Government forces
mounted air raids during the
day, and kept up artillery firc
constantly in a bid to counter
rebel pressure on their posi-
tions, according to travellers
arriving in Pakistan.

Elscwhere, 10 decapitaled
bodies were found in the agri-

Moscow asks Israel
to stop settlements
in occupied areas

MOSCOW, Aug 3 : The
Soviet Union has asked lsrael
to stop building settiements in
the occupied territories in
vicw of a scheduled peace con-
ference, the oflicial news

lpncyhur:portcdli‘rﬂq

Bush helps Gorbachev tighten noose around military

| Pltlldmﬂ Bu:h :nttnd the

decorous and most
prestigious St. Hall of
the Kremlin for the first ses-

sion with Mikhail Gorbachev,
he a necktie of daz-
iagdy cervestictss patters, oa

countries have retained a
wmy overkill nuclear poten-

This scepticism reflects on
the one hand, the urge for
faster and deeper change, and
the saddening crunch of the
Soviet economy on the other.
The market situation is grow-
ing increast worse. Stale-
run shops can ly offer any
fruits or vegetables.

Concepils aren't good flor
the empty stomach, though,
and tht frustrated Soviets
think more about food. Thus
the observers are meticulously
looking for the tangible grains
of reason that may take root
and bear fruit soon. There are
these grains all right.

Moscow has been [irmly

an MFN sta-
tus. CGeorge Bush is deter-
mined to all restrictions off
credits that impede trade. A
bilateral agrecment on capital
investments s also In the

pipeline. In general terms,
economic relations are coming

back to . This process
started muu summil.
Finally, the metal-platled
doors of the | are creaking

open before the USSR, not
without American assistancc |t

"has not been decided so [ar,
whether the Soviet mcmber-
ship should be full or associ-

this list of breakthrou h-
opens up vistas, rather (

in autarky for almost 70 years
and was virtually sealed ofl
from the world economy in the
cold war, there may be an
overbearing wish (o look at
these agreemenis as break-

and sheer success. At
the G-7 summit in Londen,
Gorbachev to start
plugging the Soviet economy
in to the world network. Dut

gro
Iteve that expectations nfth-
boon from the MFN status may

be ted. The US has
gran this status te more
than one hundred countries,

all privileges possible, the
Soviet Union has little to prul'
fer, tradewise. Soviet good

just don't look worth buyi rx
and they are nol. As for
credits, the heart-rending ex-
perience of the Brezhnev pe-
riod, when credits were pour-
ing on the USSR, shows that
they arc gobbled up fast with
no vistble or underlying eflect
on the economy. In the days of
yorc, the USSR bought up

Major to visit
Beijing next
month

many laundromats [rom the
United States. Today, almost
all of them have bccn vandal-
ized or broken down with no
spare parts to fix the poor
contraptions. Thus Soviel
housewives have to come back
to the basics of handwashing
after savouring the fruit of
American technological civi-
lization for some sweel years.
That's socialist realism.
Apparently, Mikbail
Gorbachev realizes the need of
down-to-earth decisions. He
urposefully rcfused (o pray for
: rain ol :ﬂd at the London
summit, though he could have
solicited a small pouch eof
spondulicks with his persis-
tence and smart looks. Both
Gorbachev and Yeltsin scem o
realise that the Soviel Union
ftscll has the scsam and they
only have to find the proper
words to make it open up. The
Soviet wealth is enormous and
is still there, but can only be
exploited with political stabil-
ity. A way to a new and over-
hauled unton may be the
The new union Lreaty is
and s to be signed this August.
If the market kicks off interna-
tonal aid machinery will be
engaged either, something

Gorbachev strives to gain ac-
cess lo.

Thus the outcome of the
summit will become wvisible
only in the course of and de-
pending on the market reform.

There is one more aspect o
the Moscow summit, probably,
the rivotal one. Soviet and
many foreign experts believe
that the will hardly
overcome the crisis without
discarding the heavy burden of
military spending. In fact, the
military-industrial complex in
the USSR has blocked any ef-
forts to reduce the military

ing ties up enormous human
and technological potential in

weapons
Gorbachev mr
in a dispu .Itm
Generals. Thrﬂir s a
T iy wlp Corbmcher bruah
ofl the peevish military.




