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President
sacked !

PARIS, Aug 3: The senior
ol the Comoros, Tbrahim

Ahmed
President

Halidi, deposed
Said Mohamed

Dijchar on the grounds of poor
health today and proclaimed
himsell interim President. an

opposition lcader said.
Two die in

of Hlt-illll
Commitiee have also been re-

rhmﬂh“
press release added, re-
ports HSS.
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Sheikh Hasina denies creating any obstruction

Shahabuddin asks for
smooth passage of
12th amendmeapt bill

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed has called
upon all parties in the Jatiya
Sangsad liament) to coop-
erate for smooth passage of
the Constitution Amendment
Bill reverting to the parlia-
mentary form of government,
which, he said, has now be-
come a universal demand of

| the people, reports BSS.

The Acting President said
this when the Awami League
chief and Leader of the
Opposition, Sheikh Hasina,
met him at his invitation at his
official residence on Saturday.

Shahabuddin referred to the
apprehension of Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
that the passage of the
Constitution Amendment Bill
was being obstructed by
bringing in new issues.

The Leader of the
Opposition said no obstruction
was being created by her party
as alleged. She added that the
Constitution Amendment Bill
contained some undemocratic
provisions which, she alleged,
the party in power was not al-

sufficient time for a
detailed discussion of such an
important matter in the

but was trying to
hastily get the bill passed.

Sheikh Hasina denied that
new issues were being intro-
duced but said, the repeal of
the Indemnity Ordinance of
1975 was just sought to be in-
troduced in the Sangsad.

The Awami League chiefl
said her party had been all
along fighting for reversion to
the parliamentary system of
government to put an end to
any autocratic rule in the fu-
ture.

The Acting President re-
minded her of the short time

See Page 12 Col. 3
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House plunges into uproar as

- AL, BNP attack each other

Leaders of BNP and Awami
L.eaﬁuc on Saturday acecused
each other of violating privi-
leges of the parliament by
making offensive statements
on constitution amendment
bills outside the House.

The accusations and
counter accusations generated
tremendous heat in the House
so much so that Speaker Abdur
Rahman Biswas had to adjourn
the sitting for the Asr prayer
about 10 minutes ahead of
time.

However, calm was restored
following the Asr prayer, and
discussion on the Constitution
12th Amendment BiH re-
sumed. Subscquently the at-
mosphere appeared to be
more positive in respect of the
passage of the Constitution
Amendment Bills. :

Immediately after the start

joined

By Staff Correspondent

of the session on Saturday
Abdus Samad Azad, Deputy
Leader of the Opposition drew
the attention of Chair to a
statement of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia that some
MPs were intentionally ob-
structing the passage of the
Constitution Amendment Bills.

Quoting from newspaper
reports he said that the PM
could have informed the House
if any sych obstacle was cre-
ated. He said that the opposi-
tion simply did not understand
what the obstacles were and
who created those.

He said that AL MPs had
the session of the
Parliament on the day although
there was an important ex-
tended meeting of the party.
But the nation was told that
there were obstacles.

Abdus Samad Azad said that

if there was any delay in bring-
ing Constitution Amendment
M the House it was due to

ion of the ruling party.
Had the bills been b:n‘ﬁ‘ht in
time, discussion ‘on those
would have by now been ever,
he said.

He said that the report of
the parliamentary Selcet
Committec on Constitution
Amendment Bills was now the
property of the House which
could further modify the bills
before their passage. There
could be no bar if now
wanted to delete the provision
relating to the holding of ref-

.erendum. Abdus Samad Azad

said that their suggestion for
dropping this provision in the
12th amendment bill was not
accepted by the Select
Committee.

See Page 12 Col. 7

During the meeting, Justice

Dhaka University Vice-Chancellor Prof Moniruzzaman Mia addressing a é‘roup of students,
staged a sit-in in front of his official residence Saturday demanding reopening of the

who

o id

university and the halls. The students were staying in the halls defying the authorities'

— Star photo.

DU won't reopen before commitment
for violence-free campus : VC

Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka
Prol Moniruzzaman

Miah has sought fresh com-
mitment from political parties
not to harbour viclence for
supremacy on the campus be-
fore reopening of the univer-

the uni-
com-

;I-ﬂlnﬂmpen
versity before getts

competi-
Mﬂﬂnﬂlﬂﬂlﬂﬂ;ﬂh
establish su on the

terrorist acts,” he told a group
of students after with-
drew their sit-in his

residence Saturday afternoon.
About one hundred resident
students who stayed back in

By DU Correspondent
their residential halls defying
the authorities directive staged
a sit-in demanding reopening
of the university and the halls.
They withdrew their sit-in fol-
lowing an understanding with
the Vige-Chancellor on a num-
ber of points at a meeting. Prof
Monirul Hoq Provost of Ziaur
Rahman Hall, Prof Harun-ur-
Rashed Provost of F Rahman
Hall were also present at the
meeting.

The Vice-Chancellor said
the political parties have be-
lied their commitments to him
before his taking office that
they would help eltminate vio-
lence from the s. "1 will

d in time”, he
.:uil.:cvcrythw me

Prof Moniruzzaman also said
that the Ministry of Home

Aflairs of the rmment has
"confessed its [aflure to control
the situation.”

It ts painful for me that |

had to allow police force into
the campus,” he said while re-
calling that he had said not to
do so while taking office 18
months ago.

The university authorities,
on its part, had been doing its
best and taking all necessary
steps o maintain congenial
atmosphere, he said. "Political
admissions” have been stopped
to resist the enrollment of
"armed hoodlums™ using their
political identity, he :

See Page 12 Col. 3

Political crisis if bill not passed
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By Staff Correspondent

over to parllamentary lorm of

government it had not tagged
the bill to the repeal of the

Ordinance of 1975.
He said that there was no
alternative to parliamentary

democracy for our country.
In his tal speech
former Chief Justice and

President of the Justice Abu
Sayeed Chowdhury National
Memorial Counecil that ar-
ranged the seminar, Justice
Kemaluddin Hossain said that
the ecleventh and the twelfth
Constitution Amendment Bills

tions of the people by passing
the twelfth Amendment Bill.
the Bill should be
unopposed.

Justice K M Subhan said
there was no link between

parliamentary democracy and
the Indemnity Ordinance. He
sald that the Indemnit

Ordinance was not an

See Page 12 Col. 6
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AL contradicts
press reports

Awami Leaguec has stated
the President of the party and
Leader of the Opposition in the
Jatlya Sangsad Sheikh Hasina
did not say her party would re-
sist move to pass Constitution
amendment bills "containing
provisions detrimental to
people’s right.” reports BSS.

This was stated in a press
release issued on Saturday
evening by the party's central
office under the signature of
the Office Sccretary Syed
Fazlul Haq contradicting a
news item creeded by BSS on
Friday night.

The press release said,
Sheikh Hasina in her speech
on Friday at the WAPDA audito-
rfum did neither make any
statement like this nor did she
indicate anything declaring
her party's opposition to the
passage ol  Constitution
amendment bills.

The press release said, the
Awami League has been strug-
gling relentlessly for the last
15 years for restoration of
genuine parliamentary democ-
racy.

Awami League, therefore,
hoped that the people would
come ferward to establish the
rule of the people after the fall

of Ershad.
The party therefore looks
forward to the of bills

for establishment of genuine

parliamentary democracy. but

it has noted with regret that

the ruling party has tabled a

bill about the form of govern-
See Page 12 Col. 6

Sirajganj Govt [

College closed
sine die

SIRAJGANJ, Aug 3 :
Authorities today declared
Sirajgan] Government College
closed sine die after two days
ol violent clashes between the
student fronts of BNP and

Awami League, reports UNB.
College sources said an or-
tion had resorted to vio-

lence after defeat in the stu-
dent union election on

Thursday. JCD swept the polls.

people
injured in widespread clashes
between the supporters of

Thursday, creating panic
the town.

ice arrested one [lias
Hossain with dagger at

Duttabari road near the col-

Croatia rejects federal

%
ZAGREB, Aug 3: Croatia’s

“to name the aggressor,
which is Serbia.”
Armed Serbs are pu

far into ethnically mix

Headed by Premier Franjo
Greguric, the 28-member
Cabinet won unanimous ap-
proval in Croatia's parllament.

The federal
presidency. amid some of
Croatia's worst ethnic fighting,
early Saturday ordered cease-
fire in the ic but it was
unclear how effective the
order would be

The s statement
left uncertain how the cease-
fire would be carried owut,
whether it was

The statement indicated

truce plan

that Croatia's

Menic, the

Accountability vital
for functioning of
democracy : Khaleda

RAJSHAHI, Aug 3 : Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
Saturday emphasised the need
for accountability at all levels of
national life for effective func-
tioning of democracy, reports
BSS.

She was addressing the
Deputy Commissioners, Super-
intendent of Police. officials of
BDR, Customs and Excise of
Rajshahi division at Zila
Parishad conference
here,

State Minister for LGRD and
cooperatives Kabir Hossain,
Mayor of Rajshahi City Cor-
poration Md n Minu,
Home Secretary Lutfullahil
Majid and Divisional Commissi-
oner of Rajshahi M A Habi-
bullah, also spoke on the
occasion.

The overall law and order
situation, smuggling across the
border and prices of essentials
were also reviewed at the
meeting which lasted more
than three hours.

She said that after a long
struggle a democratic govern-
ment had been established in
the country. "Democracy could
function properly and be
strengthened further if ac-
countability was ensured,” she
said.

Begum Zia said accountabil-
ity of the government servants

room.

would help running the admin-
istration smoothly. She said
the previous government had
destroyed all the institutions,
as a result the system had also
collapsed.

The Prime Minister re-

minded officials that under a
parliamentary system the gov-
emment was answerable to the
Jatlya Sangsad for all its ac-
tions. '

Begum Zia urged the police
officials to visit the outlying ar-
eas of the district to maintain
law and order there. She said
the criminals could not be
friends of any political party.

should not be given in--

dulgence by any quarter, she
Referring to smuggling, the
Prime Minister said "if we
cannot check smuggling the
country’s economy will be ru-
ined."

She said that huge amount
of goods procured through
hard-earned foreign exchange
were being smuggled out of
the country.

On the question of law and
order, the Prime Minister said
it had deterforated in the edu-
cational institutions, particu-
larly in the universities. She
said the students must tell the
government about their prob-

See Page 12 Col. 6

Vote for passage
of amendment
bills in 2 days
By Staff Correspondent

Voting for the pas of
the Constitution 11th 12th

amendment bills will take
place in Parlfament :
But the Awami e is

however, insisting on len
deliberations on the 12t
amendment bill and as such
the ruling party might con-
sider allowing one more day
for the debate on the bill. In
that case both the bills will be
simultaneously put to a vote by
Tuesday at the latest.

Meanwhile a majority of the
Awami League MPs in
Parliament said that the con-
stitution amendment bill pro-
viding for transition te a par-
liamentary form of government
would be passed in the House
and that the Awami League did
not want to tag the Indemnity
(repeal) bill to the of
the 12th amendment bill.

See Page 12 Col. |

‘12th Amendment
Bill aims to
institutionalise
democracy’

By Staff Correspondent

Members taking part in a
discussion on the Constitution
12th Amendment Bill in par-
liament yesterday said that the
Bill aimed at i{nstitutionalising
democracy through a parlia-
mentary form of government.

They also said that the Bill
was placed in parliament by
the Seclect Committee after
differences were irpned out.

A total of nine members of

the Opposition participated in
the discussion that resumed
yesterday with Speaker Abdur
Rahman Biswas in the chair.
Ganotantri Party leader

See Page 12 Col. 3

CPB to vote for
passage of 12th
Amendment Bill

By Staff Correspondent

The Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) Saturday said
that it would vote for the
Constitution 11th and the 12th
Amendment Bills in
Parliament.

In a statement the central
secretariat of the party said
that tagging the Indemnity
(Repeal) Bill to the passage of
the parliamentary demeocracy
bill would be suicidal.

It also urged the ruling BNP

See Page 12 Col. §
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