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President Bush

US, USSR each retain 1,600 strategic

with 6,000 warheads

pact marked the first time the aag 1
superpowers had to re- MOSCOW, -
duce the number of transcon- Hu.ljy.llgl'lndlnﬂuﬂreml:ln
tinental nuclear ns. If on July 31, 18 not the final

destination i&ut fjust an inter-

ratified by the Senate and the

Supreme Soviet, the treaty mediate station along the
would reduce these s fles thorny path of disarmament.
by 30 per cent. Bush and Such is the Soviet approach to
Gorbachev the START - arms-control talks that had

with pens made of metal
US and Soviet missiles

destroyed as part of the 1987
treaty cutting intermediate-

range weapons, reports AP.

been conducted in Moscow by
Presidents Gorbachev and
Bush and the heads of the two

nations' fnmm-puﬂcy agen-
cies, reports .

Why is it important to ensure
the uninterrupted nature of

Presidents Bush and the arms limitation process?
Gorbachev also announced on Despite its historic signifi-
Wednesday they intend to con-  cance, the START treaty has at
vene a Middle East peace con- least three drawbacks.
ference in October to launch First of all, it would be an
face-to-face negotiations be- luxury for each

tween Israel and its Arab

neighbours.
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Political unrest, never far
from the surface, erupted as
armed attackers k seven
Lithuanian guards and
wounded two others at a bor-
der post run by the secession-
ist Lithuanian government. A
barracks was also blown up in
Lithuania and in a third inci-
dent an explosion aboard a
passenger train from Moscow
to the Azerbaijani capital of
Baku killed 15 people, rai
and police officials said. ey

BIEFRY

to retain 1,600 strategic
carriers replete with 6,000
warheads after a seven-year
period, 'all the more so as at

* present conventional weapons

are being slashed drastically.
At any rate, the United States

* has always said that nuclear

arsenals should be used to de-
ter the conventional threat.
Heaps of nuclear weaponry
that are still wielded by the
Soviet Union and the United
States obviously contradict the
new relations of rship,
which have been formalized
Gorbachev and Bush at their
current summit in Moscow.
Second, the START treat

US in
The House of
authorising inte

nce activities okayed :
proved a bill

resentatives on Wednesday ap
nce activities around the globe in the

current fiscal year, which ends Sept 30, AP from Washington
The 419-4 vote sent the measure to the Senate, which also

was expected to a
President Bush, who is

expected
While the precise pricetag of the
lieved to authorise close to dirs 30 billion in s

pprove it. The measure then would go to

to s it.
is classified, it's be-

pending by the

CIA, the Defense Intelligence Agency, the National Security
, the National Reconnatssance Office and other clan-

destine operations.

68 killed in Romania floods : rodin

northeastern. Romania have killed 68 people and left 50
others missing, officials said in Buncharest Wednesday,

reports AFP.

Prime Minister Petre Roman put the toll Tuesday at more

100 after a visit to the eastern Moldavia region,
two villages were inundated when dam broke following
tial rain.

latest official toll from Sunday night's floods said more

than 1.000 homes were destroyed, about 500 were damaged

and 7,000 inundated.
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Wales plans a

to visit Pakistan

five-day visit to Pakistan next month, the

s The Princes of

government said Wednesday, reports AP from Islamabad.
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Ministry said Princes Diana would arrive Sept
to Britain on Sept 27. It released no further
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What's next after the START?

does not limit the qualitative
arms race. On the one hand,
the two sides had been obvi-
ously striving to scale down
military confrontation, but on
the other, they did their best
to retain a considerable part of
their weapons modernisation
pro s, which had been
d in the past.

While the START talks
dragged on in Geneva for ten
years in a row, the US and the
USSR kept modernising
strategic weapons systems, In
the meantime, those systems
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VILNIUS, Lithuania

to be slashed under the treaty
were becoming obsolete.

Third, the Soviet side has
failed to include a highly im-
portant provision linking
strategic offensive arms and
ABM defence (i.e. the START
treaty and the 1972 ABM
treaty) into the START treaty.
The Soviet side had only made
a unilateral statement at the
Geneva talks to the effect that
any violation of the ABM treaty
might be regarded as a pretext
for withdrawing from the
START treaty.

As before, Moscow keeps re-
garding the ABM treaty as the
cornerstone of the entire dis-
armament process and calls
for strengthening {t. The
Soviet side hopes that
Washington, which in fact had
previously s ted that the
ABM treaty be replaced alto-
gether, would- alter its posi-
tion.

These threec main shortcom-
ings of the START treaty
should at the same time be re-
garded as an incentive for
conducting talks on strategic

. Lithuanian women raise their fists during a protest near the

Communist Party’s Central Committee building here July 31 against the killing of seven
Lithuanians early that day at the border with Belorussia. The Lithuanians were killed in a

machine-gun attack against a border post, casting a cloud over the US-Soviet summit in
: —AFP/UNB photo | mg

Israel stands ﬁrmﬁast Jerusalem: Levy
Judaisation of Islam's third holy place

can't be accepted: Arafat

Moscow.

RABAT, Aug 1: PLO chair-
man Yasser Arafat arrived on
Wednesday for talks with
Morocco's King Hassan about
Middle East € moves,
three day belore the king
meets US Secretary of State
James Baker, reports Reuter.

Baker leaves for Israel today
to get an answer on whether it
will attend a conference
which President George Bush

and Soviet leader Mikhail
Corbachev have set for
October.

Israel wants US assurances

it will not have to talk to rep-
resentatives from Arab East

Jerusalem but Arafat, reported
by the official news agency
MAP, restated his demand that

A, Gl
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they be included.

The PLO leader said he
would discuss with the king
"the process which should lead
to a so-called scttlement
through a peace conference
and at fhe same time exclude
Jerusalem”.

Arafat said the Isracli claim
that Jerusalem was (ts eternal
capital flouted resolutions by
the United Nations and by Arab
and Islami summits.

"No Arab or Muslim....can
accept the Judaisation of
Islam's third holy place and
cradle of Christianity or its
Absorption by Israel as its capi-
tal”, MAP quoted him as saying.

King Hassan is President of
the Jerusalem committee sct

SALEM'S DOME OF ROCK — lsraeli settlers wish to
it and the nearby Al-Aqsa Mosque in order to build

the

NICOSIA, Aug 1 : The following
are the positions of the
main Arab parties in a
conference with Israel. re-
ports AP.

All support a land-for-peace
formula under UN Security
Council Resolution 242.
Passed after the 1967 war,
242 calls for the return of
territories captured by
Isracl and the right of all
states to live in peace.

Egrpt : Would attend. The
most populous Arab state

Temple in their place....

ME Confce : Where Arabs st

the Palestinians to solve the
Palestinian gquestion,
proposing autonomy and
elections for the West Bank
and Gaza Strip. Egypt
committed itsell to the
peace conference and
worked hard to convince
other Arabs to attend.

iraq : Would not attend.

President Saddam Hussein

claimed he neigh
boring Kuwait to force
larael to relt ish the

West Bank and Caza Strip.
Saddam has called his long-
time enemy, Syrian
President Assad, a
traltor for agreeing to talk

up by the 44-nation isa-
tion of the Islamic conference
to liberate East Jerusalem, an-
nexed by Israel after the 1967
war.

"We are not asking for the
impossible. All we want is a
just peace, based on interna-
tional legitimacy and on
United Nations Resolutions”,
Arafat added.

"We accepted President
Bush's peace initiative last
March proposing land for
peace, and implementation of
(UN) Resolutions 242 and 338
with the withdrawal from all
occupied territories including
Jerusalem.”

AP adds from Jerusalem:
Israel salid Wednesday that the
planned return of US
Secretary of State James A
Baker 11l is a sign of progress
toward Middle East peace
talks, but remained opposed to
an Arab from east Jerusalem
attending such negotiations.

Foreign Minister David Levy
said although he was confident
the peace process would move

forward, Israel stood firm on
some "basic positions ol prin-

" inferests. Besides,

During their Washington
summit that took place in the
summer of 1990, the Soviet
and American leaders re-
flected their commitment to
that goal in a special state-
ment. And now both Gorbachev
and Bush are doing their best
to adopt measures for
accomplishing that goal.
Military programmes, which
are expected to last for at least
ten years, should not be im-
plemented to the detriment of
the two sides’ socio-economic
they should
process of
trengthening mutual confi-

]
dence and partnership.

As the US cbntinues with its
SDI effort, the USSR is watch-
ing this endeavour in a rather
attentive manner. It also be-
Heves that space and ABM is-
sues should not be dissociated
from talks on strategic stabil-

ity.

Moscow nullifies
Lithuania's
recognition

to Slovenia

MOSCOW, Aug 1: The Soviet
Foreign Ministry yesterday is-
sucd a statement invalidating
Lithuania's tion of the
independence of Slovenia and
Croatia, the two breakaway
Yugoslav republics, reports
Xinhua

The recognition ‘cannot
have any validity under inter-
national law' since Lithuania it-
self does not enjoy the status
as an independent state, Tass
quoted the statement as say-

not affect the

spokesman for Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamire, made clear
that Israel's vlll:ur:?ltu to at-
tend a peace conference de-
pended on settling the issue of
which Paléstinians will be rep-
resented iIn talks.

Achimeir spoke shortly
after US President Bush . an-
nounced [rom Moscow plans
for a US-Soviet-sponsored
Middle East conference
in October. Bush also said
Baker would be making his
sixth trip to Jerusalem since
March.

"As far as | know, there is
no change in the position of
Isracl. I the issue of the
Palestinian delegation 1s
solved, there will be a confer-
ence in October,” Achimeir
said on Israel radio.

But he said Baker's planned
visit "shows that certainly
there is some progress.”

Response to the Bush an-
nouncement varied across the
political spectrum.

Science Minister Yuval
Neeman of the ﬂght-w
Tehiya Party said Bush
“chutzpah,” or gall, to an-
nounce the conference before

ciple.”
Yossi Achimelr, a [Israel had agreed to attend.
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to Israel.

Jordan : Would attend. Jordan,
with over halfl its 3 milllon
population Palestinian. has
great interest in seeing
them achieve sell-determi-
nation, which might result
in a confederation with
Jordan. In times of eco-
nomic hardship. Jordantans
of largely Bedouin back-

rounds view the

alestinians with resent-
ment. Jordan also has bor-
der and water concerns to
work out with lsrael,

Lebanon : Would attend. Its ac-
ceptance of the conference
is basically dictated by

occupled since the 1982

Palestintans : Would attend, but
the gquestion ts who. The
Palestine Liberation -
nization is
representative of the
world's 5 million

Palestinians. But lsrael re-

Off the Record

16 wives not enough

for Soo San Ho

JAKARTA : Geriatric Soo San Ho is a man whom many
would envy for his virility — he has 16 wives. Their ages range
from 19 to 50, reports Antara.

-old is considering taking another two.
to two women, who are supposedly mother
mds:-f;mhmqﬂ:m:

‘s latest marriage to a 19-year-old girl identified only
Hlﬂghdﬂ:ehhllnglufhermnther.!wwﬂﬂmmy
Mrs Seow happens to be one of his wives as well. Her
daughter is from a previous marriage, Kaula Lumpur newspa-
per The New Straits Times reported last week.

Soo said some of his wives live r in harmony in his
suburb.
four of the women, including his first wife,
have left him while a few others are now working in Japan

However, he said, none of his " " has been regis-
tered or even been recognised in a traditional Chinese wed-

ceremony.
dugoalud“mhlngeofmwrhﬂmnmulmnmmmﬂhnd
the "marriage.”
"The law is not important to my marriages ... Love tran-
scends all legal boundaries,” he told reporters at his home.
So00 spoke to the press to deny several reports in vernacu-

lar newspapers accusing him of luring young girls into mar-
riage.
At the press conference, the wives defended him, saying

P
that they had all married the man out of love and of their own
free will.

posed offering some military
personnel payments to leave
active service in a plan to cut
back the size of the US
foree, the Pentagon
announced Tuesday, reports
AFP.

. Under the plan submitted
to Congress aimed at cutting
some 400,000 from the
army, Navy, Ari Force and
Marines, service men and
women who had served more -

than six years but less than 20 would be offered financial
incentives to out before retiring.

*The voluntary separation of mid-career members will im-
prove career opportunities for those staying in the military
service and would reduce aging of the force by making room
for younger junior grade members, "according to a Pentagon
statement

The Defence Department has said that much of the reduc-
tion in the two-million-strong service would come from the
natural attrition of retirements and hiring cutbacks, but that
there would probably have to be some discharges.

A free subway ride

in Moscow

MOSCOW : With prices rising higher and higher in the
Soviet Union, millions of subway riders in the capital recetved
an unusual surprise Wednesday : a day of free rides on the
mietro, reports AP.

The day was sponsored by the MMM company, a Soviet
firm that sells computers, fax and photoeopy machines. tele-
phones and a variety of other electronic gadgets.

Radio and newspapers had been announcing the free rides
for weeks,

But those passengers who hadn't heard the news got a
surprise when normally grumpy subway controllers waved
them through the turmnstiles. The slots for coins were covered
with tape.

Subway officials said on the radio they were happy for the
opportunity to repair the tumstiles.

The subway fare was recently tripled to 15 kopecks. The
average worker earns about 350 rubles, or 35,000 kopecks. a
month.

Company's VP yet to
learn to walk first

BIRMINGHAM (Mich) : As vice president of a holding
company, Natalie Novik's job description calls for her to assist
in marketing. public relations, planning and supervising daily
operations, reports AP.

She’ Il have to learn to walk first.

At 7 months old, Natalie is climbing the corporate ladder

from the cradle.

Her mother named her vice president of Lynn Hall
Flowers, florist shops in Birmingham and Dearborn’'s Hyatt
Egency Hotel.

"l just wanted to make her part of the company. and | felt
the best way to do that was to name her an officer,” said her
mom, 28-year-old company President Lynn Hall.

Natalie's father, Michael Novik, is company treasurer. and
her grandmother, Phyllis Hall. secretary. Incorporation pa-
pers filed with the state have all their signatures ecxcept
Natalie's.

"We used her footprint,” Hall said.

Natalie doesn't get a . but Hall guarantees she’ll have
an adequate supply of diapers. baby food and love.

What's it like working for someone 7 months old?

“She's certainly not very demanding,” said Cathy Sinclair,
manager of the Hyatt Regency florist shop. "Except when

she's hungry.”

Manila sues Imelda,
chjld_tl;en for fraud

MANILA, Aug ! : five years ago, reports AP

ernment flled criminal charges

nst Imelda Marcos and her
children Thursday, accusing
them of to file tax re-
turns after the late President
Ferdinand Marcos was ousted

Palestinians serve as dele-
tes, but Palestinians are
at lsrael's refusal o
allow east Jerusalem to
Palestinians
Saudi Arabia : Would attend as
an observer. It has sald ne-
are the
ility of the front-line
states, but as the main Arab
bankroller its support is
erucial. As lan of
Islam's holiest shrines at
Mecca and Medina, it would
also like to see Islam's third

The charges were the first
criminal complaints ever fled
in a Philippine court nst
the family of the late presi-
dent. who was ousted in the

1986 ular upris-
ing that pmp:m President
Coraszon Agquino to power.

Eleven counts were fled
against Mrs Marcos, (wo
against daughter Imee
Manotoc and eight each
against Ferdinand Jr. and
irene Arancta.

On Wednesday. the gov-
emment said Mrs. Marcos and
her children were free to re-
turn from exile in the United
States to face tax fraud



