'M_ Parliame n t o ———e
enact laws to stop grabbing of power

The Jatlya Sangsad resumed
its aftermoon sitting at 4-18
Wednesday with the

uty Speaker, Sheikh
hrﬂ All, n the chair, re-

constitution amendment bill.
in the discus-
sion referred to the

pledge of the three alliances in
their joining declaration and
said establishment of a sove-
reign parliament and transfer
of power to that parliament
would fulfil such commitment.

He said a parlia-
ment would be established
only after the r:lt.:ruthn of
parliamen form of govern-
ment. —— said it had to
be decided first lo whom the
Acting President would trans-
fer power then the gquestion of
his relinguishing power arises

Sk Harunar Rashid

Speaking next. Sheikh
Harun ar Rashid (AL-Khulna)
thanked the Acting President
for his contribution in holding
a free and fair election.

He called for redecming the
commitment the three al-
liances had made with
to the return of the Acting
President to his previous posi-
tion.

Sheikh Rashid said the

Awami League had passed the

Plea t

fourth amendment introdue-
ing presidential system in the
country. But after the assassi-
nation of Bangabandhu the
party under the leadership of
Sheikh Hasina examined the
reality in view of the situation
and waged a struggle for
restoration of parllamentary

form of government and fought
relentlessly for the last 16
year,
He pleaded for the
of both the 11th and 12th
amendment bills together.
Enamul Huq
Participating next, Enamul

Huq [Jamaat-Cox's Bazar)

thanked he members of the |

Select Committee who held 36
sittings in 18 days. He said the
11th amendment should be
passed unanimously so that the
Acting President could return
to his original position of Chief
Justice,

Huq said the Acting
President had maintained his
complete neutrality during his
short tenure and held the
election by bringing the entire
administration under the
Election Commission. He said
as Chief Justice of
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed,
would be able to contribute to

he and ind -
o of potistaey T T

The Jamaat member
pleaded for incorporating a
provision of caretake govern-
ment for conducting free and
fair clections in the constitu-
tion. '

He said Jamaat leader
Moulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami was likely to b a
constitutional amendment

mrnmgnt in ys pri-
Huq urged the chair to al-
low Nizami to table the bill.

Md Waliullah

Speaking next. Prof Moha-
mmad Waliullah (AL-Noakhalf)
thanked the Acting President
for his contribution in holding
a free and fair election.

He pleaded for separation of
judictary from the executive
and ens freedom of the
press to f the will of the
people rellected in the last

mass upsurge.

Abdul Matin Khasru

Speaking next, Abdul Matin
Khasru (AL-Comilla) pleaded
for enacting laws to prevent
capluring of power through
extra -constitutional means.

He sadd such laws should be
made by amending the consti-
tution and added, if any one
grabs power through extra-
constitutional means and abro-
gates the mnlttth ution the
usurper. could in
accordance with relevant
constitutional when
the victory of people would
again be achieved.
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Taking the floor, Mansur
Ahmed (AL-Satkhira] recalled
supreme sacrifices of

4

their lives for
restoration of democracy. The

mﬂunhsr-l!lﬂ: as
a result of the sacrifices of

past gaveup
Justice S

was the only President who
had repeatedly expressed his
desire to quit the post of pres-
idency, he said adding, for
which he deserved due honour

l'dﬁ:-ﬂn remaining
port of JS proceedings

when the llouse resumed
its sitting after Asr prayer with

Degputy Speaker Sheitkh Razzak
All in the chair

Mir Shaukat Ali

Lt Gen (rtd) Mir Shaukat Al
(BNP-Dhaka). rising on a point
of order, said before the Asr
break a member of Parliament
had referred to the incidents
of November 6 and November
7. 1975. He said he was in the
army at that time and had the
:E}rtunlly to watch the de-

pments that took place.
Describing the capturing of
power by an army officer su-
perseding his scnior officer at
that time as against principle,
Mir Shaukat Ali categorically
said it was the revolution of
the "Sipahi-Janata” that had
installed late President Ziaur
Rahman into power.

Abdur Rahim

Taking the floor Abdur
Rahim (BKSAL-Dinajpur) said
former President Moshtaque
Ahmed was forced by the mili-
tary junta to quit power at the
point of revolver.

Rising again Mir Shaukat Ali
asserted that the revolution of
the "Sipahi-Janata” installed
late Ziaur Rahman into power.

Salauddin Yusuf

Awami League member
Salauddin Yusul and some
other Awami League MPs stood
up together to protest the
statement of Mir Shaukat Ali.
But the Deputy Speaker made
a personal request to Yusuf not

to be excited and have pa-
tience. Yusuf complied w?lﬂh

the request of the Deputy
Speaker. -

Dabirul Islam
Partd ting in the discus-
sion on 11th Constitution

| Amendment Bill Dabirul Islam

(CPB-Thakurgaon) said the
present Jatiya Sangsad was
established after a long drawn
bloody ltruEh autoc-
racy. He p for taking
steps to facilitate the return of
the Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed to his
former position.

He demanded punishment
of those, who had col-
laborated with the autocratic
regime in killing people and
letting loose a of terror
at the behest of the autocratic
regime. Time has come when
we must trace out these hated
elements, he added. -

Referring to deposed
President H M Ershad, Dabirul
Islam said the ex-President
was now taking sleeping pills
and to commit suicide,
The JP members in the House
protested the remark of Islam
about Ershad by shouting. But
Dabirul Islam said he was only

ﬁw newspaper reports in
respect.

Fazle Rabbi
Speaking on the Bill
Advocate Fazle Rabbi (JP-

Gafbandha) said, to implement
the outline of the declaration
of the three alllances. ex-
President H M Ershad asked
the then Vice-President
Moudud Ahmed to resign so
that the then Chief Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed could
take over as Acting Vice-
President. He tcok exception
to describing former President
Ershad as undemocratic and
iliegal saying that in that case
the validity of the ntment
of Justice Ahmed
as Vice-President would be
questioned.

- he had respe

12th Censtitutional
Amendment Bill and to take a
dectsion in this regard.

As Mansur Ahmed con-
cluded. the State Minister for
food Nazmul Huda drew the

He said Vice-President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
earned the respect of the

“whole nation by holding free

and fair election in the country
although he was not neutral to
Jatlya Party.

Advocatc Rabbl maintained
that certain complications
would arise in the dispensation
of justice, {f Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed returned
to his former position of the
Chiefl Justice of Bangladesh.
Elaborating, he said Vice-
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed ordered the detention
of many JP leaders and work-
ers. When these detentions
were challenged in the High
Court, many of them where
declared fllegal. he said.

Rabbi further said complica-
tions were bound to arise if
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
returned to his former posi-
tion through this Constitution
Amendment Bill. Citing an ex-
ample, he said if a Jatlya Party
leader or worker lost a case in
High Court he had the right to
appeal before the Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court .
What would be the remedy of
such persons if Justice

Shahabuddin Ahmed presided
over the Appellate Division as
Chief Justice, even il another
judge presided over the
Appcllate Division of the
Supreme Court, it would be an
embarrassment for the Chief

Justice, he said.
Advocate Rabbi further said,

ct for the Vice-
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed who is held in high
esteem by all quarters for
holding a free and fair election.

He suggested giving a still
higher position to Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed for his
dedicated service to the na-
tion. In this connection, he
said that since Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed was made
Vice-President of Bangladesh
through the consensus of the
three alliances, he should be
allowed to retain his position
as Vice-President of the coun-
try.

He said in fact no member
in the House except those be-
longing to the Jatiya Party had
anything to say against the
Eleventh Constitutional Am-
endment Bill. Adding some
element of humour, the former
Energy Minister said "may be
some members have brought
an amendment on the bill for
eliciting publie opinion as a
mere routine for being a par-
ticipant in its process.” |

Rabbi stressed the need for
sending the Constitutional
Amendment (Twelfth) Bill for
referendum after its :
He said in the 1973 elections
the did not vote for in-
trodu¢ing BKSAL but the

In this connection, he said
likewise the Sikkim
rged -the coun-

kee
- people completely tn Lﬂnin::'

'Shahabuddin's return as Chi

attention of the chair
that he wanted to
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cancelled through an executive
order of the concermed min-

istry.
Mahbubul Alam
Mahbubul Alam (BNP) con-
gratulated Huda for taking
such an important decision on

Mohammad

Shamsuddoha

Mohammed Shamsuddoha
(CPB-Nilphamari) firmly said
democracy had to be estab-
lished on a firm footing iIn

h putting an end to
‘politics of killings and coups’.

He said the whole nation
was eagerly looking forward as
to when the country would
switch over to parliamentary
form of government.

Shamsuddoha, however, re-
called the commitment of the
two leaders - Begum Khaleda
Zia and Shetkh Hasina - to
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
about his return to his post.

At this state, the I):g:;ty
Leader of the Opposition us
Samad Azad urged the chair o
continue discussion in the
House on the basis of the un-
derstanding made between the
Treasury and the Opposition
Bench. He hoped that no sub-
tle means would be used ignor-
ing the accord between the
opposition and the govern-
ment. |

He said he thought the dis-
cussion on the Constitutional
Amendment Bills would be
held together and passed at
the same time.

Deputy Speaker Sheikh
Razzak Ali said the discussion
on the bills would be held sep-
arately as the Amendments on
the bills had been received
separately. But he said "we
would see whether or not a
guideline can be evolved at the
time of taking votes on the
bills".

The Deputy Speaker said
the members of the Jatiya
Party might speak on the bill
as they had given note of dis-
sents on it

The Deputy Speaker their
adjourned the House for

Maghreb Prayer.
Suranjit Sengupta

Participating in the discus-
sion on the bill, Ganatantree
Party leader Suranjit Sengupta
said the people of Bangladesh
had set up a unique example of
over throwing through move-
ment a government that came
to power in the extra-constitu-
tional means and then suc-
ceeding in the transfer of
power through the constitu-
tional way.

He said this feat was worth
following for many other Third
World countries.

He described the mass up-
surge that toppled the Ershad
Government as a "revolution”

e baste anxd the wifl o the

as mentioned in the
Mujibnagar declaration, Sen-
gupta declared.
The Ganatantree Party
leader said the ordinance
romulgated on January 11,
972, had clearly that
the basis of the country’s con-

stitution would be Parllamen-

joint declaration would not

" leader
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ten constituencies In an aver-
age. At this point the Deputy
Speaker cut a joke saying if

(not) be passed.

Sengupla said the 1i1th
amendment could not be
passed before the 12th
amendment as, in such a case,
it would not be known who
was the President

He said the passage of | 1th .

amendment before the 12th
would be an act done on hy-
pothesis.

The Ganatantree Party

proposed incorporation
in the bill two more lines stat-
ing the independence of judi-
clary.

Going back to the joint
declaration of the three al-
ltances, Sengupta said its ob-
jective was to uphold the spirit
of the liberation war which
upheld democracy and secular-
ism discarding coups, killings
and conspiracies.

He said it would not be
proper to rétain the 8th con-
stitutional amendment
by a government which
nrﬂm discarded as autocratic

undemocratic.

Sengupta said as the spirit
of the joint declaration was to
put an end for ever to the poli-
tics of coups, killings and con-
spiracies. There should be no
hindrance to the passage of
the | Bill.

The Ganatantree Party
leader disagreed with the Law
Minister to state that the re-
port of the Select Committee
on the bill was unanimous.

He said since the Jatiya
Party leader Moudud Ahmed
had n a note of dissent on
the it could not be said
that he passage of the bill was
unamnimous.

Maulana Ataur

Rahman Khan
Taking the floor Maulana
Ataur Rahman Khan (BNP-
Kis said, the country
was liberated with a high hope
of having a pariiamentary
democ as a political sys-
tem. Unfortunately that hope
of the nation did not last long.
It was now immaterial who
were responsible and how the
dream anothc people shattered
"What is past is past”, he said,
adding that it was not desir-
able to widen our differences
with -each other about the past.
Rather, he said, we should
take lessons from the past.
Recalling the incident of
November 7 of 19756, Maulana
Ataur said, it was the
"Sipahi-Janata” biplab (sol-
diers’-peoples’ revolution) whi-
ch installed President Ziaur
Rahman in power by freeing
him from imprisonment. He
said, it was Shaheed President
Ziaur Rahman who had opened
the door of multi-party
in the country.
Khan sald, President Zia,
among others, had established
the national identity by enun-
cliating the concept of
Bangladeshi nationalism. He
also initiated the politics of
production,: progress and
peace and at the same time
earned a and
nation in the

calling the reaction of
the whole nation at the tragic

As the House resumed after
the Asr prayer with the

ef Justice to create comp]

death of President Ziaur
Rahman, he said, the feeling of

the timony
o ovd, elloation and vecgent

unfortunately the vested quar-
ters in the name of making the
country free of corruption
forcibly ousted a democrati-
cally elected government and
later not only overflooded the
nation with corrupt practices
but also buried all democratic
norms and values.

However, for ousting autoc-
racy the whole nation. political
workers and leaders of party

affifating. professionals, stu-
dents workers and peasants
launched a heroic and united
struggle. After the fall of autoe-
racy, the nation was at a criti-
cal juncture when Acting
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed came to the scenario as
the savior of the nation.
Maulana Ataur Rahman said,
Justice Shahabuddin had taken
the responsibility with the
clear term that necessary
steps would have to be taken
for returning to his former po-
sition. The three alliances on
behalfl of the nation accepted
the term of Justice
Shahabuddin giving firm
commitment to facilitate his
return to former position.
Taking this commitment in
view, Maulana Ataur Rahman
said, the 11lth Amendment
Bill. placed in the House for al-
lowing the Acting President to
go back to his former post, was
right step and right decision.

Calling upor the members
to come to a consensus on the
question of passing the
amendment bills, Maulana Ata-
ur Rahman Khan said, we sho-
uld not raise those questions
and issues in this connection
on which we may differ.

He said, we will decide at
an appropriate time whether
we will adopt secularism or we
will favour a referendum. He,
however, expressed himself in
favour of Islamic ideclogy as
the basic state principle, say-
ing: "Islam is a complete code
of life". He called upon the
members not to discuss lightly
Islamic principles saying: "we
should not 'do anything or talk
in such a manner that could
hurt the feelings of the major-
ity' of the population of the
country.

He said the people of
Bangladesh are the most reli-
gious minded in the whole
world. "Islam will be the only

. basic principle and guiding

force in Bangladesh,” he
added. But he clarified that
while practising Islam, we
s of Bt ot o
people of other

are not undermined.
P Ataur Rahman con-
ulated Acting President
stice Shahab in Ahmed
for fair and free elec-
tions. "His name will remain
shining in the history of the
nation for his best perfor-
mances and achievements,” he

Tofael Ahmed -
Participating in the discus-
sion on eleventh constitu-

tion amendment bill, Tofael
Ahmed (AL-Bhola) thanked the
members of the Select
Committee for presenting a
unanimous
House on the two constitu-

He said Deputy Leader of
the tion Abdus Samad
Azad submitted one bill

incorporating the return of the

report before the -
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Speaker Abdur Rahman Biswas
in the chair, Salashuddin Yusuf
(AL-Khuina) took the floor and
said there was no scope for
discord on the consensus
reached by the Select
Committee on the 11th consti-
tutional amendment bill

the way for the return of the
Acting President to his previ-
ous post

He said we all in the House
should reach an accord for his
return to the previous post of
Chief Justice.

Yusufl said the Acting
President has no lust for
power as he wanted to go back
to his ssion. He said it
should be our bounden duty to
wﬂn-‘yhfhnlnp

k to his previous post

Disagreeing with the sug-
gestions that some people
might not get due justice f the
Acting President had gone
back to his post. Yusuf said it
was simply a motivated propa-
ganda.

The Awami League member
called for identifying history in
its right perspective, as history
must be evaluated tn fts right
earnest. He said history can
never be buflt on quick sand.

Salahuddin Quader
Chow-dhury

M:. Salahuddin
Quader C hury (NDP-

Chit sald 1t was true
that the Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
successfiully held a free and
fair election In the country. He
said, it was also true that be-
fore his nt as the
Acting President, the three al-

ications'
Acting President to his original
I:olt and reverting 1o the par-
lamentary form of govern-
mentl. But the Treas Bench
had introduced two bills for
the same purpose. The Seleot
Committee had also reported
the same way. In fact, he said,
the two bills are one.

The report of the Select
Committee was unanimous

with the exception of dissent
from Moudud Ahmed on two

'words for obvious reasons.

Tofael Ahmed said the
members had come to this
House through a free and fair
election, held under an impar-
tial carc-taker government,
headed by Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed,
after dis an autocratic
government through move-
ment.

The Awami leader
said the words "Shata sha-
heeder rakter binimoye*
should be incorporated after
the words chhatra-krishak.
sramik, janata and karmachari
in the eleventh constitution
amendment bill.

Tofael Ahmed suggested in-
corporating the framework of
the three alliances in the
constitution of the country.

Terming the joint frame-
work as the carta of
Bangladesh, Tofael Ahmed said
there was no way out but to ac-
cept the reality of the joint
declaration. The responsibility
of the members of this House
was multifarious. He said we
have to stop forever the eon-
spiracy in any form including
killing and ‘coup. He said by
establishing democracy on
sound footing we have to set an
example for the posterity. He
expressed the hope that the
House was proceeding towards

that end.
Tolacl Ahmed said Banga-

bandhu was killed in 1975 and
Ziaur Rahman killed in 1982.
He said this sort of killin

should be stopped forcver. 11?:

. three alllances had dislodged

the autocratic regime through
A mass movement and still

more was to be done, he
aclded.

- Referring to the objections
of Justice Abdur Rahman in
regard to return of the Acting
President to his original post,
Tofael Ahmed said Justice
Rahman was dismissed by a full
bench of the Supreme Court in
1983 for intentionally convict-
ing a Deputy Atorney General
of Jessore. He said the Acting
President was one of the
member of the bench and as
such Justice Abdur Rahman
was so vocal against him.

Tofael said we have opened
the door thorough introduc-
tion of the 11th and 12th con-
stitutional amendment bills,
The |15-member select com-
mittee has considered the bills

and made its recommenda-
Lons.
The 330 members of this

House may s t more ac-
ceptable amendments after a
thorough discussion, but all we
have to do is to make way for
the Acting President to returmn
to his original post while
recognising his service in the
crucial hours of the nation.

M Latifur Rahman (Jamaat-
Dinajpur) said the Acting
President deserved thanks.

He said the Jamaat and the
three allances had suggested
President Ershad to hand over
power to the Chiel Justice of
the country. - Speaker
Abdur Rahman Biswas ad-

rmed the House at 9-17 pm
Tuceday 10 be aserblc ¢ 11
am W .

tnaugural .
the appointment of Jusuee
Shahabuddin Ahmed as the
Acting President was ratified.
he would remain vulnerable o
legal procedures.

He drew the attention of
the chair to a headline of a city
English dafly on the proceed-
ings of the Jatiya Sangsad
which read “The JS divided
over return his [Justice
Shahabuddin'sjto his post™

the Law and Justice Minister

15
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P-mcxm‘lnth:m
sion on 11th Constitution

Amendment Bill, Mohiuddin
Ahmed (AL Bakerganj) said
both the Treasury and the
Opposition bench members
were unanimous on the ques-
tion of Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed's return to his original
postL. '

Ahmed said eight-party
leader Sheikh Hasina and
seven-party leader Begum
Khaleda Zis had committed to
the Acting President to pro-
vide scope for his return.
These two leaders, he said,
had led the mass movement to
its success with the coopera-
tion of other alliance and par-
ties,

The present Jatiya Sangsad,
he said, was the fruit of a free
and fair election held under a
care-taker government headed
by the Acting President. This

had been established
through supreme sacrifice of
many people , he added.

Referring to the controver-
sial oints raised by
Sala Quader Chowdhury
and some others, regarding
Justice Shahabuddin’'s return
to his original post, Ahmed
sald on benefit would be
achieved by raising such a con-
troversy. He said if such things
_werrr?ug'uut. the legality of
this Sangsad could also be
qucstioned, legalise the reha-
bilitation of autocrat Ershad.
He wanted to know whether
such a situation would be de-
sirable for us. He said we want
to see this great man to return
to his original post.

Ahmed said founder of
Pakistan Mohammad AN
Jinnah raised the controversy
of language which was
promptly opposed by
Ban ndhu h Mujibur
Rahman . Bangladesh, he said ,
had achieved its i nce
through a bloody liberation war
under the leadership of the

Huhiuddln Ahmed said

Bangabandhu had not only led
the nation towards indepen-

dence but also taught us how
to achfeve economic emanci-
ation. But this legendary
er, he said, was assassi-
nated by a handful of killers
who were still at large. At the
same time four national lead-
ers were also bayonetited by
the killers.

The Awami League member
said, we want the trial of the
killers. He appealed to all the
members of the Jatiya
to help adopt the Inde
Bill s by Chief Whip
the Opposition Mohammad
Nasim.

Ahmed urged the BNP gov-
ernment ::' stop politics of
killings and conspiracies :
adopting the Indemnity Hb‘
and there by create a history.
He said his would coop-
erate with the BNP -
ment so that it could retain
power for schedule five years.

The Speaker, Abdur
Rahman Biswas then adjourn
the House for 30 minutes for

the Maghreb prayer. incomplete



