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Moving Ahead, with
Consensus

Within five months of elections, the fifth Jatiya
has achieved something which most

F thought even back in January.
¢ fact that the d Select Committee,

comprising government and opposition members

of parllament, managed to come (o a unanimous
decision as fundamental an issue as the

way the cou would be from now on,
is a measure of the maturity and sense of respon-
sib the political parties and leaders have

during the lnttrvc?lm period.
There was some room for apprehension at the
outset, as the Treasury Bench's 12th Amend-
ment Bill contained provisions which were
viewed as undemocratic by opposition parties.
Given their past record of bickering, it was not at
all unrealistic to fear that the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party and the Awami would fail
to arrive at a compromise, and thus jeopardise
the whole move to r;vert ut[hc country tu its pre-
1975 parliamentary form ol government.
But the have been proven wrong. To
leaders able to forget ;unrttya:ght?t: -nél
tion were
their considerable intellects to the crucial
at hand. The fact that the government side

agreed to drop a number of its provisions shows a
welcome attitude of accommodation and realism,

success on this score points to
deal of skill and
ers. Both

the existence of great
lm:::?th
crucial in the days ahead to

of persuasion
factors will be

n
ot fewems
It is often said that the political em of a

country is but a sum total ol its poiiti-
clans. It is uently pointed out that, despite
not having all the requirements for the successful
operation of democracy, India has managed to
achieve a stable, liberal system of governance
mainly because of the adherence of its politicians

to democratic norms and values. The case will be

no different in
democratisation depe
parties and leaders a the job.

The unanimity ac at the Select Commi-
ttee deliberations is a major step in the right
direction. Furthermore, the news even those
who opposed certain provisions in the 11th
Amendment Bill of the government decided to
aid the emergence of consensus by accepting
m,l'%rll}r opinion, is yet another :

e question now is whether parliamentary
leaders can extend this example of c tion
across the floor to other areas of impor-
tance. With the issue of the system of government
settled without much rancour, we must now
move on to the pressing task of tackling major
problems affecting the country, such as violence
on the campus, deterioration of law.and order in
general, rising prices in the marketplace, crisis
of confidence in the business sector, particularly
among banks and industries with large debts etc.
These problems are almost as crucial as the form

esh, where the process of
nd on how the political

of government. Can our honourable legislators
continue the good work by cooperating on these

issues as well
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As this in area and popu-
lation, so
d‘a.lmm e
higher than the
The city at present has a of nbmat“tf’{’)
lakh of which some 17- -plus or one-fourth is
said to be slum-dwellers. The present tendencies
persisting. before long more .one-half of the city's

will be slum-dwellers. Dhaka's popu-

With such a gloomy outlook for our dear capital
city, time has come to apply our minds to the
problem of slumming. Our best efforts have so far

one into creating ever new residential towns for
affluent — Dhanmondi. Gulshan, Banani, Bari-
dhara, DOHS and Utlara are names of milestones
in the business of raining the poor taxpayers’
money on projects ensu that the infinitesimal
minority called rich live better. None of the

newly-sprunj — Sabujbagh and Shantibagh
and Cham;ﬁb etc hmj been able to attract
rmment attention and care. Time has come

o0 give our better thouﬁ_l;lts to the housing and
living of the majority of the city’'s residents.
A sample survey made of the more populous
aon slum in the city by the Bangladesh
Institute of Development Studies comes as a

timely appreciation of the need to understand the
henomenon of slums. The main pa by
if

per, done
Pratima Pal Majumdar, throws interes
not rmallnfv light on the subject. Each slum

complex evolves round a power structure with
‘matbars’ and ‘mastans’ at its centre. Their
monthly reaches five-figure sums and the

earning
slum-dwellers stay there on these extortionists’
ml— mercy bought with free labour and a
u

parl.ll.gof -earned !
But it i1s all through a story of unmitigated

vileness. The slum lords provide security, settle
arrels and even try to find job for the residents.

t one-half of the male residents pulls — or
drives — the rickshaw and as many women work
as ‘Bﬁrl—thnc domestic helps.
{le we have unreserved for such exer-

tions as this survey, we think is funda-
mentally flowed in our discussion and under-stan-
ding of housing and living below the bare-mini-
mum line. Slums in advanced countries — and
even most Third World cities epitomised by say.
— do not mean thousands of clustered
jhopries’ into which you go on all fours and in

E

which you may not even sit up. And all of them
m:;methapﬂfordefthn.
u

hmu:}gmponrtm:nm-aﬂm
mthefu have each a roof and at

1

our walls. The ' has none. These do
not exist elsewhere in the world. Ca]lug these
slums is confusing the whole issue at the very

And their residents atters is even mo-
- with a kind of VAT

lord' can levy. Dhaka's own
j stations — the

democracy an effective insti- -

NE word strikes fear
into the hearts of most
Algerians these days —
Lebanon, with its suggestion of
civil war.

Many are worried

them hope.”

"It's just like Lebanon,” is
the refrain in the streets of the
capital where government
soldiers war green and red
armbands that authorise them
to shoot without tion.

The soldiers and the tanks

ANGKOK : Four months
aflter the military overt-
hrew Thailand's [irst

democratically elected gover- '

nment, it has become incr-
ngly clear that

democracy
was not the only casualty — the
coup virtually silenced the
country’'s vocal human rights
and environmental

movements.
After the Fe coup, the
military junta quickly to

appoint a reputable prime
minister and promised elec-
tions to assure the country's

foreign trade partners.

But Thai volunteer workers
say the lack of domestic oppo-
sition gives the wrong impres-
sion that martial law was in
name only and did not really
affect the majority of the peo-

“The business agenda may
not have changed, but the
people’'s agenda has been
compiletely swepl away,” said
one development worker here.

“The reasons the military
gave for its takeover make no

address.
Affiliating University

Sir, This refers to the views
expressed by Mr AKM Mokbul
Islam on the above subject as
published in your paper on
July 19. My intention i{s not to
comment on the issues raised
by him but to bring to the no-
tice of your readers certain
facts possibly not known to
many. Mr Islam commented
that 'no feasibility study has yet
been made for establishment
of the proposed 'Affiliating
Universities." This is not fully
correct. The University Grants
Commission (UGC) formed a
10-member committee in
Névember, 1985 to go into the
details of desirability or other-
wise of establishing Affiliating
Untversity (or Universities) in
the country. The committee
consisted of the undersigned
(as chairman), Director
(Planning) of the NGC (as
member-secretary), Vice-
Chancellors of Rajshahi and
Chittagong Universities, a se-
nior Professor of Dhaka
University, noted educationist
Dr. Fasihuddin Mahtab, a Joint
Secretary of the Ministry of
Education (who, of course, did
not participate in any meet-
ing), two retired Principals of
mn;mt colle and the

r. Technical Education.
The committee issued ques-
tionnaires to relevant institu-
tions, invited opinfon through
advertisement in two dailies
{one English and one Bengali)
and submitted its findings to
the chairman of the commis-
sion in December '87. The re-
port was discussed in the
meeting of the full commission
and accepted. It was then sent
to the government (Ministry of
Education) with views of the
commission. A synopsis of the
rmm:ﬂd-ftlum was pub-
lished in daily 'Sangbad’ of
31 March, 1988.

r:hnumhr o A d]-'l'llt considera-
at

® s Rt by e Ber

ment is a different question.

Prof Kazi A. Latlf

Jormer full-time Member,
University Grants Commission

Algeria’s progress towards multi-party democracy has been halted in its stride, leading to

an impending civil war. The opposition Islamic party has picked up sighificant support

from among the poor and dispossessed, because it gives them hope. The ruling party has
reacted by "Lebanonising” the discontent, and by gerrymandering. Many are now

questioning if the government was ever serious about multi-partyism.
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Coup Silences Rights, Green Groups

reference to the people's so-
cial and economic problems,
but reflect mainly personal
conflicts belween military
leaders and the ruling politi-
cians,” nted out the
forme Coordinating
Committee for Democracy iIn
Thailand.

The coup checked the
growing dialogue and open
public discussion among vil-
lagers, academics, government
oflicials and the media about
land rights, deforestation, and

large-scale dam projects.

Public protests and gather-
ings on these issues had be-
come a feature of Thai political
life in the last three years. Thai

green groups used to.be one of
the most vocal in South-east

The military takeover in Thailand which
ousted the democratically elected gou-

ernment
Chatichai
muzzled
enuironmental

of

former
Choonhavan has virtually
one of
and human

Prime Minister

the active

rights

most

movements in South-east Asia, reports the

Third World Network.

agrcements to settle disputes
between local people and the
national government, which
development workers

as an essential part of a demo-

cratic political system.
"No one in the milit

leadership or its appeint
government has said they will
take on the various agreements

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

Torture on Rohingyas
Sir. It is heartening to learn
that the President of the
United States, George Bush,
has decided to impose eco-
nomic sanctions against the
SLORC military regime in
Burma affirming that the peo-
ple of United States stand to-
gether with the Burmese peo-
ple and against the brutal die-
tatorship that enslave them.

In a related move, the gov-
ernment of Australia has con-
demned the Burmese military
junta for continuously detain-
ing opposition leader Ms Aung
San Suu Kyl and called on
Burma's military leaders to re-
lease her.

The Rohingya Solidarity
Organisation, Arakan (Burma)
strongly supports and hails the
decision and actions taken by
the governments of United
States and Australia -and con-
siders them as a step forward
in fulfiling the democratic
aspiration of the people of
Burma.

In utter disregard and vio-
lation of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,
the SLORC regime has been
committing most blatant and
brazen suppression of demo-
cratic aspiration of the people
of Arakan by letting loose a vir-
tual reign of terror where
thousands of Rohingyas have
been evicted and subjected to
arbitrary arrest, inhuman
physical torture, killing and
slave labour. On the night of
17th July alone 400 Rohingyas
have been arrested from
Maungdaw township of Arakan
state and all their valuable pos-
sessions including cash money,
gold, silver and jewellery
worth millions of kyats setzed
and confiscated. )

‘The Rohingya Solidarity
Organisation ‘Tal to
the of the United
States, Australia and other
democracies upholding f‘trl':
peace-loving countries o
world and international organ-
isations for their kind and

immediate intervention to stop
the infamous military junta

from committing [further

crimes against humanity in
Burma.

Dr Mohammed Yunus

President, Rohingya Solidarity
Organisation, Arakan, Burma.

Change of telephone
number

Sir, Our telephone No:
250823 has been us a
lot of troubles. It remains dead
very often. Even when there is
a dial tone we cannot fre-
quently establish contact with
any other telephone. But our
telephone is of much impor-
tance to us. We have to contact
with different public and pri-
vate offices, embassies, non-
governmental organisations
over the phone.

| made complaints several
times but did not get any rem-

| would, therefore, request
the office of the General
Manager. Dhaka Telephone
Region, to kindly" arrange
change of our telephone num-
ber from 25 group to 24 group
at the earliest, so that we may
get rid of the trouble now. '

Mahbubuddin Chowdhury
President, International Pen-
Pals Club,

17, Hari Charan Roy Road,
Faridabad, Dhakn

Appeal to BTV
Sir, Elvis Presley fans all
over the world look forward to
the 16th August for the obser-
vance of the death annive
of this greatest rock star of all

times. Inspite of many appeals
in the past through the news-

never obliged the f[ans

h. On the last 2nd of
May, BTV had announced to
telecast a film on Elvis Presley
and we all had waited with lot
of interest when without show-

:uwmn,ﬂwunulhd

Thro your column, | on
behalf of the r:'polad Elvis
Presley Fan C Bangladesh
(EPFCB) appeal to the BTV
authority to telecast either a
feature film starred by this

mmmm,h

worked out,” said a develop-
ment worker from north-east
Thailand, one of the country’s
driest and poorest regions

Laos and Cambodia.

"Martial law has been an
umbrella for the of
local powerful clites to do
whatever they wanted,” the aid
worker added.

There have been increased
evictions, arrests and deten-
tions of and community
lcaders, the worker, who
like others in non-government
organisations here did not
want to be named.

Grassroots movements have
grown in Thailand in the past
decade out of the struggle for
natural resources between vil-

OPINION

lagers who depend on the
land, forest and water for their
Itvelthood, and businecss inter-
ests which want to exploit
them in Thafland's rapidly in-

d\%w.
Despite 's growing

npcrlliz some 60 to 70
::lul' 55 million -
tion still depend on agriculture
for their livelihood, and will
continue o do so for the next
decade.

Villagers have been forced
to there resources for

themselves in the face of

Thailand's disappearing land

and forests.

lﬂ“:'tmbly e th
wi (I
demanding reforestation with

native trees carried out by
community residents, began in
the mid- 1980's Incxtnmh-
con-

castern
troversies erupted.

v began holding ral-
lies scminars, petitioning
officials and getting the atten-
tion of the mass media. Alter
villagers from 25 communities
were arrested, an agreement
was reached with the former
Prime Minister Chatichai

Choonhavan and the local mili-
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State of Siege Replaces Algerian Elections

Allan Thompson writes from Algiers

Inh':lw.
A situation
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rity are said to exist.

But under the junta's in-
terim constitution, the
preme commander still has

BCCI — Options for

From international press
reports just published it ap-
pears almost certain that
Sheikh Zayed and — ma-
jority shareholders of BCCl —
are no longer interested in
pulling it up from its present

crisis by injecting money re-
quired for E.:lrpmc What
should, then, the fate of
BCCI in ? Should
we also do the same thing here
as Bank of has done to
BCC!H in UK? Liquidate BCCI

Bangladesh operations? Cer-
tainly not.

Liquidation of a bank with
500 crore Taka deposits and
about 100 crore foreign cur-
rency deposits can not be
equated with a small domestic
bank. The size of BCCI is, per-

. bigger than any of the lo-
private banks and certainly
biggest among foreign banks
operating in Bangladesh.
Reportedly, BCCI to han-
dle about 33% of the country’'s

I'nrﬂ'fa trade. Its financial
health ts widely said to be al-
right by Ban shi banking

standard, its liquidity position
quite comfortable and there is
no cause for alarm for the de-
positors and the regulatory au-
thority i.e. Bangladesh Bank.
Our country is now in the
midst of an economic reces-
sion. New investments are shy;
trade, commerce and industry
are shrinking and unemploy-
ment is increasing.
In this depressing back-
drop, liquidation of BCCI in
may turn out to be
a last nail in the coffin.
Liquidation of a bank of the
size of BCCI will do more harm
to our economy,
business, industry and banking
sector. Moreover, in a liquida-

tions do we have to overcome
the BCC dilemma?

Option 1 : First option for
Bank/Bangladesh
Government should be, in my
view, to try their best to get a
foreign buyer — preferably a
foreign institutional investor.
Backed by BNP Govt's excel-
lent relationship with the
Islamic Ummah, it does not
appear to be a difficult job to
get a buyer, say, from Saudi
Arabla (where King Fahd ad-
dressed our Prime Minister as
sister during her recent visit
there), Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait
or Oman.

Option 2 : The second op-
tion should be, in the event of
the first option not being suc-
cessful, to form a joint venture
banking company between the
Government of Bangladesh and
a foreign rnment owned
institu investor, may be, a
bank. This joint venture bank-
ing company will take over the
assets and liabilities of BCCI

Bangladesh.

Option 3 : Third option is to
create a new banking company
which should be owned 50%
by all the private sector banks
and the other 50% shares
should be under-written by the
nationalised banks for the time
being. to be offered for sale to
the public at an o une
time later. This new king
company will take over the as-
scts and Habilities of BCCL.
Since all top bankers both
from the private and the public
sectors will sit on the new
bank’'s board by virtue of their
ip of same, | feel

Rescue

then be left with virtually no
choice than to re owner-
ship of BCC operation
(probably it will not m;l x
' government money
En::erge it mﬂ nationalised
bank. This will ensure deposi-
tors’ confidence and, hope-
fully, maintain somewhat con-
tinuity of foreign trade of af-
fected BCC clients. In the
sent situation, buying off of
BCC Bangladesh by local pri-
vate ., even a joint ven-
ture between Bangladeshi and
foreign private parties, may
not solve the crux of the mat-
ter — restoration of depositors'
confidence. If a private party,
i or , Or A
int venture of both, the
and opens its doors, the
chances of a run cannot be

ruled out — forcing Bangladesh

Bank to suspend its operation
ugh this time it is

not ﬂiCCI but a brand new
name |

So, lending the name of the
government is a must in solv-
ing the dilemma. The govern-
ment in the process may have
to provide support to the un-
provided for loan losses of
BCCIl, which the government
can do by issuing debenture
bonds as it has for na-
tionalised banks' loan losses.
This measure, in opinion,
the t:iwhe well-
advised to consider

ate and necessary if it

in

mind the backdrop mentioned
above and the (increasing
uneasiness among the coun-
try's business community.
Actualisation of any one of the

options
other
doubt,




