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Pencils and Erasers Please !

by Tulip Ibrahim

LIFE in the Metropolis is like a kaleido-
their own s to the
busy wheel of life whirls
. Colourful lines are drawn to the pic-
turesque vision by school children and ir
ns. Under sun or rain they weave
the traffic queue, taking whatever
transport is availlable. To them school admis-
sions, examinations and regular school atten-
dance itself 18 marked by success, faflure, hope
and frustration. Reaching the goal of education
is indeed a te to them.

School admissions are the most difficult part
of recetving education in the city. The better
the school, more complicated the process.

Admission to schools do not depend on
merit tests alone. Some schools have quotas for
admissions upon donations. The amount of
such donations range from ten to thirty thou-
sand taka or presentation of material goods to
the school authority. There are coaching cen-
tres and private tutors with assurance of ad-

|

private tutors
and coaching
centres are

school teach-
ers engage the-
mselves in the-
S¢ as a source
of extra in-
come. The ti-
me and
spent outside
e school ho-
ur gives them
little chance to
be sincere to
the schools.
The number
of schools in
the city is no
doubt {inade-
quate for the
huge flow of
students. Gov-
ernment sch-
ools take admi-
ssions in class
six and class
one. Thousands
of students ap-
ply for only for-
ty or fifty seats.
Tests of merit
among these
students are an
hard assess-

ment. If a student gets admission to a good
swchool on merit test alone, without any money
or backing to support the test, then the thanks
must go to some supernatural forces working
behind the success.

Private schools, kindergarten or high
schools leave the students overburdened with
too much homework. classwork and periodical
tests. Government schools on the ntﬁr hand
place the students on only two examinations

throughout the year, the half yearly and the an-
nual. Even these are quite easy for students
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Schooling of the little ones: A ma or problem

Beside school fees, school-uniform, books
and notebooks, school children need innumer-
able pencils, crasers, pens, pencil s ners,
water flasks and lunch boxes. If counted one by
one they may not cost much. But children are
constantly losing their belongings at the
school. The water flask's dri pipe or the
handle comes loose after a week's use. The
lunch boxes arrive home without the covers.
The annual :xﬁnditure for these miscellane-
ous are quite a

The school children are very fanciful about
the snacks they carry to schools. Some insist
on uldr:fﬂthc same thing throughout the year
while others demand regular changes. Fast
food is very favourite among them. Give the
school children potato chips, potato crackers
or chocolates. They will hug their Mummy for
the wonderful treat. Quite often they get infec-
tious discases from ea unhygienic pickles,
"chanachur” and low quality ice-creams sold
around school gates.

Attending
_ schools in the
¢ e o city is no easy
pravess job either. The
city streets are
full of unpre-
dictable dan-

rs. Children
ave to be ac-
companied by
their guardi-
ans. Auto-ric-
kshaws dema-
nd high f(ares
during busy sc-
hool hours. Pu-
blic buses or
tempos are ch-
eaper but diffi-
cult for the
children with
their overload-
ed passengers.
The car s,

er mode of tra-
nsportation to
schools. But {f
the school is
near Dhaka Co-
llege, Dhaka
University or

then the car
too in not the
answer. Every
now and then
the police will
nolt allow cars
in those areas

because of some students e in violence
in that area. So walk the rest of the way to
school. Pitiable is also the condition of the
guardians who have to stay back during the
school hours. Hundreds of guardians wait for
their little charges outside the schools.

One cannot let a school girl alone on the
streets. Street Romeos are omnipresent and
then there are hijackers stalking the streets.

It would be no exaggeration to say that the
difficulty of attaining education in the capital

City College.

who engage private tutors from the respective

OPEC to

finance

8 UZ health centres

A two-member delegation of
OPEC Fund for International

ment activities.

An agreement for construc-
tion of eight upazila health
compilexcs will be signed be-
tween the government of
Bangladesh the OPEC Fund
during the visit

The OPEC Fund has so far
extended economic assistance
to the tune of 181.33 million

US dollars to Bangladesh.

The delegation is expected
to call on Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia, Finance
and Planning Minister M.
Satfur Rahman, and Health and
Minister

Welfare
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Hospttal while the other vietim
succumbed to rjuries at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital

!

The four-member military
goodwill delegation from
Pakistan led by Licutenant
General Muhammad Ashraf on

Sunday called on Chief of
Stafl Lieutenant

city stands as a challenge to overall socio-
economic development of the country.

DMCCSU polls

tOmoITrow
By DMCH Correspondent
Elections to the Dhaka
Medical College Central
Students Union (DMCCSU) and
the hall unions will be held
tomorrow (Tuesday).
Candidates from three pan-
els will contest the polls. The
Is are : the combined
E"lltl of Jnﬂuhd! Chhatra
LCD) Chhatra League
(N-S) and the combined panel
of Chhatra League (S-A) and
h Chhatra Union.
Chhatra Shibir also submitted

another panel.
Sarful Islam (Boby) and

Kamrul Huda (Shohel) are
contesting from the JCD and
Chhatra League (N-S) for
the post of Vice- and

General Secretary respectively
while Khasruzzaman and
Ishtiaque Ahmed are contest-

ing from the BCL and BCU
gulhrtlupulufwm

Fresh DU exams
schedule

Dhaka University Authori-
ties Sunday announced fresh
dates for different annual
course system examinations
which were postponed earlier,
reports BSS., -

The dates were announced
at a joint meting of the Deans
and Chairmen of the different
faculties and departments of
the university with the Vice
Chancellor, Prof M
Moniruzzaman Miah, in the
chair. The detailed schedule
would be announced soon, a
university press release said
here,

According to the new an-
nouncement, the examinations
will begin on August 7. The 1st
year B Sc (hons-90) will be
held on August 7, Ist year B Sc
(subs-90) on August 17, final
part (MA/MSS-88) on August
11. 3rd year hons (BA/BSS-89)
on August 10, Ist part
(MA/MSS-89) on August 10,
final part (MSc/M Pharm-88)
on September 14, 3rd year (B
Sc¢/B Pharm-hons-89) on
September 21, and 1st part M
Sc (89) on September 21.

BCCI depositors’
rally July 31

Star Economic Report

BCCI (O) Ltd Depositors
Association in a meeting on
Sunday decided to stage
protest rally in front of
Bangladesh Bank on July 31 to
get back their deposits in
BCCL

The depositors will also
stage a token hunger strike in
the premises of BCCI.

The Association urged the
government to refund their
deposits and said failing to do
s0o may lead to co
for which the auhﬂm
responsible.

The depositors also alleged
that there is no action or con-
tingency programme under
taken by the Promotion
Bureau (EPB) to help protect
the exportclients of BCCI.
They also alleged that the EPB
did not contact any export ori-
ented unit banking with BCCI
to ascertain their position and
problems arising out of BCCI's
closure.

Chhatra Front
holds rally

Dhaka City College unit of
Samajtantrik Chhatra Front on
Sunday held a workers’ rally at
college auditorium.

mmmns Vietropolitan

A noted Indian dancer Sainee Mahapatra in a dance
sequence at a function of Bangladesh Radio and TV
Sangsad held in city on Sunday in aid of cyclone victims.

— Star photo

Directive to take drastic
action against criminals

Inspector General of Police
Tayebuddin Ahmed Sunday di-
rected the police personnel to
take drastic action against the
criminals to maintain law and
order in the country, reports
BSS.

Addressing the fortnightly
regular meeting of the senior
m officials at the police

adquarters here the IG
asked the officials to immedi-
ately crack down on all anti-
social elements, criminals and
possessors of illegal arms who
were involved in dacoity, mur-
der, vandalism and
{llegal toll-collections.

Tayebuddin urged the po-
lice personnel to work with
more devotion and dedication
for u the image of the
police force. He directed them
to take stern action against
those police personnel who
were engaged in various cor-
riv L

The meeting. first Mr
Tayebuddin with the senior
police oflicials after taking

of the IOP for the sec-
ond time, also reviewed the
overall law and order situation
of the country particularly the
performances of the police

tely heavyfall -
maw -mdulth:lytnwummphu-
over and C divisions and at many places over
Dhaka and Rajshahi divisions during the next 24 hours

commencing 6 pm on Sunday, reports Meteorological

Department.

The day temperature till Tuesday morning may fall by one

to three degree Celsius over the country. On Su
temperature recorded at Sylhet was 36.5
lowest lemperature was 25 degree Celsius

withnessed the 14mm rainfall on

Claion

while the

temperature
the country on Sunday were:

the

and humidity in some cities and towns of

Cittes /[Towns Temperature in Celstus Humidity in percentage
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that the crimes relating to da-
coity, murder, abduction, rape
and women: repression in-
creased slightly while other
types of crimes decreased
considerably during the fort-
night. Necessary steps were
being taken to halt anti-social
and criminal activities in the
country, the meeting was fur-
ther informed.
Meanwhile, during the fort-
night police recovered smug-
gled goods worth Taka
16,68,460 and arrested 170

Introduction of
buses for women
praised
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Ganoangikar
Shamaj and Bitkrampur Nari
Mongol Samity on Sunday
hailed the introduction of
more passenger bus services
for women in the city and also
lauded the hiring of women
conductors for the buses.

Nothing the inconveniences
faced by women passengers,

the organisations iIn lml
statement urged the au -

ties to introduce similar bus

Begum Kazi Azmeri Zaman,
Fatzul Huq, Abdul Jabbar
Mehman and other leaders of
the Bangladesh Ganocangikar
Shama| and Rashida
Mahmuda Kabir and o -
bearers of the Bi r Nari
Mongol Samity signed the

Lt. Colonel [(Rtd) Matiur
Rahman, former U O T C Chief
and Director of Physical
Education, Dhaka U
died in Dhaka Sunday. He was

84,
His Namaj-e-Janaza will be

held today (Monday) at Battul
Mukarram Mosque after Zohr

rsons In this connection
rom various parts of the
country. Police also recovered
20 grams of heroin, 500 grams
of ganja and other drugs and
arrested nine persons during
the same period.

Besides.in various raids, po-
lice seized 60 fire arms includ-
ing one SMG , four rifles, 13
revolvers, six pistols, one gun
and 34 pipe-guns from various
En' of the country during the

t

15 days.
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IJ "Bangladesh technicians

Minister for Education and
‘ Cultural Affairs Prof AQM
called upon the
the technical to put
in their best efforts for im-
the quality of technical
education for ac the
goal of the national develop-
ment. reports BSS. '

Addressing a three-day con-
ference of the technical insti-
tutes as the chief guest the
minister said, “inspite of hav-
ing abundance of resources we
are poor due to lack of mobili-
sation of our available re-
sources.

Presided over by Director
General of Technical
Education Mr R Mallik, the
conference was addressed by
State Minister for Education
Principal Mohammad Eunus
Khan and Education
ANM Yusufl as the special
guests.

The Education Minister
said, though we have profusion
of the resources like solar en-
crgy. gas, water and sea re-
sources, we cannot make use
of them due to lack of appro-
priate technology.” It is sad
that our technicians prove
themselves most efficient
whenever they work abroad,
but they are not so at home,"

the minister said.
Chowdhury further said that
| the teachers must find out the
drawbacks of their teaching
and they will have to put in
Imncqﬂtd efforts to make

more etficient abroad,
| not at home’

technical education fruitful for
the students.

Referring to the o £
campus ce in the techni-
cal education like general edu-
cation, the Education Minister
said a vested quarter has been
creating violence in the name
of politics.

The minister urged all
teachers and parents to come
formed unitedly for fighting
terrorism in the greater in-
terest of the nation.

S and T team
off to Delhi

A three member
delegation led by Habibur
Rahman, Additional Secretary

in charge, Science and
Techno (S and T) division
left D Sunday for New

Delhi to sign an accord on

science and technology proto-
col assistance between S and T
division of sh and

of Scientific and
Industrial Research (DSIR) of
w government, reports

Other two members of the
delegation are Dr M Waliu-
zzaman, Chairman,

Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (BCSIR)
and Professor Nurul Islam of
the Institute of Appropriate

Techmh?. Bangladesh Uni-

/ANRQ)
ATOCHEM

| | - ALERTON (gas odorant)

Inquiries for

non-returnable disposables.

Telephone
Telex
Fax

quantities on FCL basis as well as for smaller
lots are welkcomed including refrigerant gas Forane 11 in

FAIR TRADING HOUSE LTD '

68/A Purana Paltan Line, Dhaka-2
403377, 402431

675841 FTH Bl
RR0-2-833694 I

INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS

We are to announce our appointant as exclusive
pf&to:mm for import fmmlemdf;g
ing indents fer pro of Basic and Fine Chemical Divisions.

| particularly including:

5 BASIC CHEMICALS
| | pop Hydrogen Peroxide

MEK Sodium Chlorite
Acetone Sodium Chlorate
Methylene Chloride Chloroform
Toluene Aluminium Polychloride {

I Methanol Ferric Chloride
Ethyl Acetate Fumeric Acid I
Monoethylamine (MEA)  Isobutyl Alcohol

l Diethylamine (DEA) Methyl Isobutylketone (MIBK)

Triethylamine (TEA) Methyl Bromide
VvCM Phthalic Anhydride
FINE CHEMICALS /SPECIALITY CHEMICALS
Forane 11, 12, 22, 23 TGA

| (CFC-11, 12, 22, 23) Hydrazine Hydrate
Forfac (Fine Extinguishing Phosphorous & Derivatives
foam) Liozan
Boron Triflouride Organic Sulpher

Chemical Intermediates

Reliance is not just a Name.
YOou can come and see
for yourself.

Reflance has proved that it is not just another Insurance Company. Reliance is here t0
meet the needs of a changing world. Qur strong back-up of human resources, in-depth
market know-how and wealth of experience give us the strength 10 provide the security
for all your general insurance needs.

DHAKA-1000, BANGLADESH

EXPERIENCE * STRENGTHM * SECURITY

RELIANCE

INSURANCE

LIMITED
BSB BUILDING, 8 RAJUK AVENUE

Phone PABX - 240108-6, 238080
Telex . 671108 RIL BY




