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pace of rural coverage.

Demeltshing " myth
misconceptions about electric-
ity is vital, because electricity
opens the door to the modern
world and for more than three
billion people in developing
countries the door remains
tightly shut.

Rural le are well aware
of what are missing and
the pressure for rural electrifi-
cation is intense. A former
head of the h Rural
Electrification Board said he
- received daily visits from
members of parliament asking
him to bring a mly to thefr
areas. Some ple with him
to "just put up a few poles to
show that something is hap-
pening even if you can't pro-
vide current.”

Although rural electrifica-
tion is essential for the long-

its

exposure of top-level
and venality.

Blaine Harden, former bu- |

reau chief for the Was
Post based in Nairobi from
1986 to 1989, will not be pop-
‘ular. Few writers on Africa
have been so brutally frank in
ng away the scabs on the
continent's festering political
res. .
If the book gets a wide
reading Africans will be
very angry. Harden writes

with penetrating style and he
knows how to and se-

with a journey

was a night-
rry down the

His

WHY HIGHER PRICES COULD
SPEED UP ELECTRIFICATION

term development of Third
World countries, rural electri.
fication in itself does not cause
development. It s develop-
ment which creates the con-
ditions under which rural
electrification programmes
can succeed.

There is no point in taking
electricity to an area so poor
that ple cannot afford to
wire r houses or buy elec-
tric appliances. But taking a
supply to an arca where people
are better oflf produces an im-
mediate impact, with homes
and businesses connecting u
and using electricity for nl?
sorts of purposes.

A similar myth exists about
rural electrification and -
culture. Areas are electr
in the belief that this will
cause an increase in irrigated
agriculture and rise in output.
But it is not the availability of
an electricity supply which de-
termines whether a farmer in-
vests in irrigated agriculture.

The key questions are to
do with farm and plot size,
the availability of credit, and
access to profitable markets.
When these conditions are

painful about Africa. -

Harden booked a “deluxe”
cabin. but found by the time he
arrived it had been taken over
by a Zairean army sergeant.
The boat teemed with people,
luggage, food and live and dead
animals

An alternative “first-class”

cabin was crawling with cock-
roaches and bedbugs., and
Harden writes that he had to
bribe another passenger to al-
low him to sleep on his floor.
The captain appeared only
interested in filling his freezer
with the best meat to sell at a
huge profit in Kinshasa. And
though the boat was already so
packed that there was hard
rcom to stand up. the captain
kept taking on more sen-»
gers. They had paid for their
tickets and they also had to

US R;orter 1

By Gerald Foley, author of Electricity for Rural
People, which has just been published by the Panos

Institute, London.

right, farmers invest in frri-
gated agriculture, using diesel
pumpsets if there is no elec-
tricity supply.

As a study by the Asian De-
velopments Bank put it, sub-
sidised electricity for agricul-
ture increases the profits
from frrigation but does little
to increase irrigation.

Electrifying an arca brings
huge benefits to people able
to afford supply. It opens a
world of improved lighting and
labour-saving appliances for
houstholds, and new opportu-
nities for business people and
industrialists.

One kilowatt hour (kWh),
the normal unit of electricity ,
in a 60 watt light bulb pro-
vides as much light as 12 litres
of kerosene in a wick lamp.
The output of a small power
tool in an hour is equivalent to
terl hours work by an adult.

But these benefits go to the
people actually using the elec-

tricity. There are broader so-
cial benefits like improved
street lighting and wider avail-
ability of s and services,
But are minor com

with the benefits which to
those who have their own
electricity supply.

Subsidies to the rural con-
sumers who obtain these¢ bene-
fits can be extremely high. In
India, the states of Tami] Nadu
and Karnataka are proposing
the provision of free electricity
to farmers. In Tanzania,
houscholders obtain the first
1,000 units at about 0.6 US
cents; in some areas this cov-
ers only about 109 of the fuel
cost of supply.

Such low tariffs subsidise
the better-off, have other dam-
aging elffects. They lead to
wasteful consumption and
over the supply system.
With consequent power cuts

and damage to industrial out-
put. Low tariffs also deprive

akes a Scalpel to Africa

Blaine Harden, a US news correspondent formerly
based in Nairobi, has written a bli

four years'e

blistering book on his

xperience in East Africa. In it, reports
Gemini News Service, he expose
venality and a lust for power
leaders in a continent where millions of people

§ corruption,
among a few of the
are

struggling for peace, prosperity and a decent life.

by Alan Rake

The lavatories overflowed.
The stench in the humidity
was appalling. The decks were
awash with slime and excreta.
Slops were tossed from upper
decks on to the lower.

Every day it rained hard,
drenching the people sleeping
on deck. Outbreaks of diar-
rhoea. dysentery and cholera
were common.

Thus. for Harden, the boat

Mexican City Refuses
to Host Gays

When they suggested holding the 1991 annual conference of the
International Gay and Lesbian Association in
homosexuals in Latin America were hoping

Mexico,
it would be a big step

forward in their quest for liberation. Instead, reports Gemini
ﬂnm“wwtdthedty.mmmmm
ance of homosexuals in Latin America is still very strong. by John:

Ross.

HE first open inter-
national gay and lesbian
ever scheduled
to place in the [Third
World has been forced into

|

The annual conference of
the international Gay and

(ILGA) was
for the first week in
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community. He compared ho-
mosexuals to victims of
apartheid.

Since homosexual groups
have become more visible in
Guadalpjara and other Mexican
cities in recent years, tensions
have increased. The com-
munity centre was mbed
here three years ago and the
Homosexual Pride Liberation
Group (GOHL — Grupo
Orguilloso Homosexual de

Liberacion) reportis increasecs

in incidents of “gay bashing”.
On June 12, GOHL relue-

tantly reported to ILGA in

up a Latin American Gay
Lesbian Human Rights
Commission. Amnesty
International is already being
pressed to expand fts defini-
tion of “prisoners of con-
science” to include those

. tortured, and executed

se of thetr sexual orien-
tation.

Al a demonstration outside
the Mexican Consulste in San

where US homosexuals have
always spent their money
frecly

Sensitive 1o demonstrations
there and in Washington DC
and hundreds of angry tele-
grams from Euro the
Salinas government found an
alternative site for the confer-
ence at the last minute. [t was
held in Acapulco, where prices
at 5-star hotels were pro-
hibitive 1o who hoped 10
attend the conference.

Although several of Mexico's

Institutional Revolutionary
Party (PRI) has taken no stand
on homosexual ts. Mayor
Corvorrubias is a collabo-
rator of Governor Guillermo
Cosio, an old-ine PRI mover
and shaker, who also con-
demned the conference in re-

peated press statements.

in the early 1980s, Aids
largely affected homosexual
bisexual men and injecting
drug users, as is still the case
in North America, Western
Europe and Australasia.

However, now in Latin America
the predominant mode of HIV
spread is relations between bi-
sexual men and their hetero-
sexual and between
female prosititutes and their
contacts, according to the
World Health Organization.

-~ American academics

L]

journey became a symbol of
sorts, a microcosm of all that
he considered bad in Zaire,
Corruption was everywhere,
from the captain who was
stuffing his r with the
meat, t at derisory prices
from peasants, to the security
men who would not let ne
aboard without paying bribes.
Harden quotes two
who ex-

Now It's Designer Status for

Trade marks are often an advertisemer:i of quality

MPORTING of
I d into Britain is
business. In fact I's the
size of corporate gilants such
as Unigate Dairies or
Wh Breweries.

It's worth around £2500
million a year according to the
National Drugs Intelligence
Unit, based at Scotland Yard.

And nearly two milllon cus-

tomers spend an average
£1400 a year on canngbis, am-
phetamines, heroin, coe¢aine

and other drugs.
The business supports
90,000 importers and dealers

working part or full-time sup-

plying drug users.
And Hke most consumers,

from drinkers to health food
customers, they ke to know

what they are getting.
So do the importers.

Cannabis producers in |rr
ticular, are ppy to oblige.
are proud of their drugs

and market them with bmand .

names, stamped on the
hashish itself, or on the pack-

%e Home Office forensic

laboratory has compiled a top-
secret catalogue of over 100
drug trade marks and an ex-
pert said: are ftrade
marks of quality. They are
there 0 tell the purchaser that
this gis from a
good source and is of high
quality.

"And just as you get
counterfeit cassette tapes and
other goods especially in the
Third World, we have come
across faked cannabis trade
marks where people try to
pass off drugs of infertor

quality.”
The cannabis trade are var-
jed. and many distinctive

carry
logos like a pair of doves, lions,
trees, Pepsi bottles, erocodiles
and crossed swords.
One stamp depicting a pair
ol blooms “Golden
Flower —

snake.

_ Philip O'Netil. a forensic sci-
entific who analyses drugs
seized by customs officers said:
“In some  countries
Labanon, cannabis production
is regarded as a legitimate
business, and they tend to
stamp their products with
symbols like the Cedar of
Lebanon, the American Eagle,
and even a copy of the Rolls

Royce logo.
“In the early Eighties there

were over five tonnes of

Magazine

the electricity utility of money
for : and mainte-
nance as well as for expansion
of the supply system into rural
areas.

utilitfes are on the
verge of bankruptcy because
they c consumers only a
fraction of the real cost of sup-
ply. Large increase in
are bound to be a feature of the
1990s.

Given the benefits of rural
electrification and who obtains
them, generating costs should
be passed on to consumers.
This will often involve charges

equivalent to 20 US cents per

unit or more. For customers
accustomed to paying far less,
such tariffs may appear impos-
sibly high. But in comparison
with the benefits of an elec-
tricity supply, they still repre-
sent extremely good value for
money.

Nor are such tariffs un-
known in the developing
world. Pacific Island states
such as the Solomon Islands
and Tonga have domestic tar-
iffs in the range of 15-30 US
cents per unit. The same is
true in Niger, Mali, Malaysia
and a number of other
developing countries. In
Indonesia consumers pay an
average .of 18 US cents per
unit for electricity from
private suppliers.

Dolly Anwar with Aly Zaker in

e g

scene from her last TV play, “Swapner Shimana,”

barely a week before she committed suicide.

amined the method of doing
things in President Mobutu
Sese-Seko's Zaire: "Corruption
has become the system:; it is a
system by which the powerful
exploit the less powerful, who
in turn exploit the powerless.”

Government ministers de-
mand pay-oflfs for construction
projects, teachers demand

y-offs from students. po-

cemen demand pay-offs from
drivers. "It is like termites
nibbling away at the structure
of society.”

However, Harden is not to-
tally pessimistic or condemna-
tory. He seeks the "real” Africa
by telling the stortes of a num-
ber of remarkable Africans
scattered across the continent.

He tells of the Ghanaian
Kwasi Oduro, a sociology lec-
turer at the University of
Ghana. who struggles to keep

his huge extended family
happy on his wages of 883 a
month.

He tells of the westernised,
urbanised Nairobi lawyer S. M.
Otieno, whose death provoked
a tribal fracas between the

Luos, who wanted him re-
turned home to be buried ac-
cording to tribal custom, and
his Kikuyu wife who wanted
him buried in Kikuyuland.

He tells too of Manute. Bol,
an f{lliterate Sudanese Dinka
who ran away from home when
he was 12 because he did not
like herding his father's cattle.

Bol got lucky. Because he
was nearly 7 feet 7 inches tall
(2.3m) he made the US bas-
ketball circuit and $12,500 for
two minutes work advertising
fried chicken. In one leap he
had moved from abject poverty
to a world of megabucks.

Harden's literary scalpel
cuts into the mythology of
Africa's "big men.” He got to
know a few leaders well —
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Kaunda, Doe, Moi and Mobutu
— and he uses his knife with
clinical precision.

He tells how he was issued
with a deportation order after
Mol had read his story in the
Washingtoft Post headlined
"Police torture is charged in
Kenya.” Harden was given no
time to pack and was actually
waiting for his flight to take
him away when the US
Embassy intervened.

They told Moi that it would
be bad for Kenya's image to
expel a western journalist. [t
could mean a cut in US aid.

Harden was reprieved. The
next day his telephone rang.
"Moi here," said a gravelly
voice, and Harden was told to
be at State House at 8 am the
next morning.

At the appointment he was
told that his deportation had
been a mistake. Moi said he
always avoided press inter-
views because he does not like
to "advertise”™ himself. but

goods. Now such trade marks

are appearing on consignments of illegal smuggled into Britain, some of
them from countries where production of certain

instance — is regarded as
designer drug business in the UK. by Ken Hyder

cannabis in bulk would per-
haps test a portion of the drug,
and if satisfied, may then insist
on the purchase being made
up entirely of slabs with the
same trade mark.

O'Neil continued: "One of
the reasons is that cannabis
may be good when new, but
not so after two years say.
But unfortunately for the deal-
ers, the trade mark is no guar-
antee.

"For example, Nepalese
cannabis is regarded as the
best you can buy. So dealers

will look out for cannabis bear-
ing a Nepal stamp.

"But they are being conned.
Most of the Nepalese cannabis
is actually produced in
Pakistan.”

LSD in sold on tiny paper
s?uams made up like sheets
of stamps. And cach stamp may
carry a logo like the head of
ET, or the flying figure of
Superman.

In the USA and Holland, co-
caine dealers often wrap up
drugs for sale in specially
printed pileces of paper —

nabis in Lebanon for

legitimate business. Gemini News Service reports on the

folded like Beechams Powder
packets, complete with fold
marks. They are printed with a
trade name, "Sno-Seal”, and
carry a drawing of a seal on
lump of ice. "Snow” is a drug-
user nickname for cocaine.

A undercover Scotland Yard
drugs detective said: "The
drugs business is a business
like any other and they pass on
new developments to each
other, like when one finds a
new way to smuggle in drugs
or a new way of laundering the

Harden proceeded to ask him
about torture in Kenya.

“There has never been tor-
ture in Kenya,” Mol said. "We
are the freest country in
Alrica.”

Just a month earlier a
lawyer, Gibson Kamau Kuria,
had been arrested and was to
be held for nine months. His
“crime” was that he had dared
to defend detainees who
claimed they had been brutally
tortured, beaten by secu
men and kept in flooded
without food or water.

Harden's is an
and frightening book. He does
not entirely ignore the
brighter said of Africa.

— GEMINI NEWS

* Africa — Dispaiches from
a Fragile Continent by Blaine
Harden. Pubhshed by Harper-
Collins, London Price £16.99
hardback.

Illegal Drugs

"It's not at all like American
big business. Drugs dealers
mirrer - the way Jlegitimate
business is done in Britain. It's
private enterprise. British-

‘UE'ul some drugs dealers
tend to think big, and think
internationally. The detective

‘explained: "For some, it's like

the futures market. They'll
import cocaine — which does
not have a lot of bulk — and
store it in a freezer. That way
they can wait to see how the
street prices go.

"If it's selling very well in
Denmark, or Sweden, say,
they’'ll re-export it there.

Some dealers specialise in
cannabis, while others go for
the bigger profits — but run
the risk of longer sentences if
they're caught.
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Dear Mita,

L

You once wrote about an elderly widowed woman who got

married and lived happily ever

after. Well let me tell you

that

this (s very rare. There (s still a deep taboo against widows

. | personally know of an attractive woman in her
early };ly‘l whose husband died few year ago. It seems

unltirly that she will ever remarry because soctety will not

accept It

Dear Khaleda,

Khaleda, Shantinagar, Dhaka

Though remarriage for widow is rare there has been a

slight change of attitude in recent years. Our religion permits
remarripge but social customs which have been observed for

years take time to change. Socicty expects more loyalty from
a woman than from a man, even after death. This is also

taken with belief and conviction society ultimately accepts it.

Dear Mita,

My wife is
When |

very
makes many excuses. But | know

housewives who keep the house clean even without

This has become

&

Dear Nasreen,

| agree that it is not funny. Some people like to re
childish and immature forever. It has to do with their up
. 1 don't know what his weight is, but if it is
you alarm than persuade him to see a doctor at
t heed a doctors advise. Make sure that the is
a nd, otherwise he might suspect a cons
yuutm.ﬂhttheﬂchfuudﬂ-lﬁc
done a certain amount of exercise. Rich food is not harmful

:

E

least.

8 F

between

loves, after he has

taken once in a while, especially if regular meals are bal-

anced.

You once advised a young man to marry anyone he wants o

ion from his mother. | am a mother of

permiss
a 20 yr. old son and [ shall be very disappointed {f my son
took your advise. Children have a responsibility towards their
parents and should show respect for their wishes even qfter

growing up.

Dear Kudsia,

Kudsia, Chittagong.

Please accept my apology if *have hurt your feeling. Of

but

course children have a rupur-lhihg’m their
parents too must have respect the wishes

nts,
desires

of their children, ebpecially after they have become adults.
Some parents find it hard to let them go and create
. The test of

: by
psychologist and lawyer
and social and

Dhaka- 1000.

Family
professional team of doctor,
.thhm:umnulmu:
ting to family, marriage. heaith. family

Please address letters to Mita, The Daily
3257urh2!!l,1wcmm Road, Motijheel,

rela

r. GPO Box




