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=Dhaka Day by Day =
When Wedding Bells Can be a Drag

by Fayza Haq

When one is iInvited to a wedding in the
city there is the aching worry as what to wear,
what gifts to buy, and how to reach the place of
destination.

It is not the prospect of getting to the wed-
ding alone that is annoying. All that one wit-
nesses at the wedding reception is little more
than an exhibition of acquired and inherited
riches. The bride will be choked with gold jew-
ellery, and sometimes she might even end up
in a garsih tlara complete with countless ban-
gles, and ear- from her pierced lobes like
objects from the ng tower of Babylon. The
poor bride is invariably choked with masses of
jewellery. Sometimes the "sarl” may be so heavy
that she looks practically like some slow-
moving gold-plated alligator.

While the bride is decked out her relatives
are out top on a fashion parade of their own,
flaunting every piece of jewellery, and imported
or smuggled "sari" that they think fit. The
range of cosmetic that is used also costs a small
fortune. .

Needless to say that
the men too are suited
and booted to kill even .
in the warmest of % *
weathers. If the women £ ¥,
have spent hundreds of g =" | '
takas at the beauty [§
parlour, they too go out £
on a binge to impress
the world as to how
successful they are, |
and how imported ties
and suits are some-
thing that they can
npugltnw‘lﬂuth.

As for the of
little girls boys one
wonders people
can afford the yards ol
might be feeling hot
and uncomfortable but s & .
the pride piece of the

robe is there for f..

all to see and marvel. y
The child may be un-
comfortable but the |
ﬂ.d::fl must be
at all cost.

This overwhelming | .
extravaganza of glitter ™
and gold is there for a P
purpose. Everyone is| Al L TN
trying to outdo the oth- | il S,
trying to prove that he is getting along
the world. The women have their vain puss as-

g
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famine strikes the

of July in Wash-

ington or the Bastille Day. This is not necessari-
ly picturesque or delightful. Often the choice of
the colours of the light and the precious en-
trance gate looks bizarre with the mixture of
colours. But as long as this speaks of money and
power, who cares? It is meant to impress, and
obviously some people must be getting some
pleasure out of it for such pursuits to continue.

And who has not smelt the endless "deghs"
of "biryani” "korma” and other :riqr food being
prepared every other day, around six pm, antic-
ipating the gorging session by seven pm. There
will be "bo i" too and "shahi tukra", plus
many other fancies about which the guest will
rave or criticise when they go home.

While this parade of exorbitance is on there
is never an end to criticism during the wed-
ding or after. Our people love to pass sarcastic
comments about the faux pas of others when
they themselves do not fear to tread into the
same trap at some time., when their daughter
or son has come of age, and needs a splendid
wedding to tell the world what a marvellous

family they are, and
what a splendid eatch
their son or daughter
has made.

Where do people
| find the funds to foot
the bill? Some have
| hoarded money over
| the years in banks for
"1 the occasion, while
others beg and borrow
to put up the facade of
well-being and pros-

ﬁcﬂtj‘- This is the
i ighlight of the exis-
- | tence of the nts.

4 Look and marvel at
how much we can
spend, the relatives qf
the couple getting
married appear to de-
clare to the world.

If this is not done
what will the family
ES say, is the unusual wor-

‘Y ry of the family heads.
: &g There has to be the
prs. 4 "shehnai” and "dholak”

7 & 4 50 to say. Yes, marriag-

es are to be celebrated
A but are they done in
such opulent fashion
even in the west — roy-
pit al families apart — even
when there is money in the family? Do not sim-
pler, less complicated marriages ensure happi-
ness of the couple in other countries? Will the
cost of the "sari” or the eye-popping decoration

of the car in which the couple drive home en- |

sure that "they will live happily ever after™?

Of what usé is the opu
after the wedding, the marriage has perhaps
split up, or the hushand is racing around with
pretty secretaries in the office, or even if the
wife has an admirer on the sly? Is all this ex-
penditure in the marriage not a waste, facade
and farce in a place, where little girls must sell
jasmine flowers at traffic ights to il the belly

of hungry young brothers?

One also wonders how the restrictions on.

having more than 100 guests are flouted so eas-
fly on so many occasions. But with wedding
displays being the vital factors in the lives of
many in the city wedding gates and oversweet
"fimis” will continue to glut our lives.

Directive to gear up
airport security

and Planning arrival lounge

Mustafiz leaves

for Istanbul

Aug 2 to attend
ICFM

Foreign Minister ASM
Mustafizur Rahman leaves for

ther intensify security and tion desk. Istanbul on August 2 to atfend
checking measures to halt 1l While ulc!-ln‘ satisfac- | a 6-day Islamic Conference of
legal activities and provide tion over functioning of | Foreign Ministers (ICFM) be-
more facilities to the travelling various sections, the Minister | ginning August 3 in the

Turkish city, reports UNB.

the olfficials at the Zia ties to the passengers. On way back from the 20th

International Airport where he He directed to concerned :cm.u::mmununum:u

made a surprise visit to see the officials to construct a board- likely to pay a four-day official

operations and activities there. ing bridge to facilitate the | visit to Iran and the United
Minister of State for Civil boarding and disembarking of | Arab Emitrates (UAE). officials

Aviation and Tourism, A passengers specially during | said, :

Mannan, Civil Aviation the rainy season. It will be third bilateral

Secretary Lt Col (Retd)
Heshamuddin and other

visit as the Foreign Minister of
the country.

He visited Moscow In the
second week of the current
month. Earlier; he had a trip

to Japan

Besides, Mustafiz accompa
nied Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia during her visit to
China and to three Gulf coun-

tries — Saudi Arabia, Kuwait
and the UAE.

8.10 News in
8.15 Drama series: The
Chronicles of Narntya
8.40 Natun Kuri
10.00 News in
10.06 PFilm:
11.00 Drama series: Ayomoy
12.06 Closing
Evening Session
Meanwhile. recorded 7 mm, Khulna 2 mm and 3.00 annougcement
Comilla | mm shower during the last 24 hours till 8 pm
Thursday . 3.12 Recitation from _the
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lence when a few years |}

The Alumni Day 1990-9]1 and 6th central meeting of the
IBA (Institute of Business Administration) Alumni Association
will be held today (Friday) at Sonargaon Hotel in the city.

Prime Minister Begum Khaledd Zia will inaugurate the
function as chief guest‘while Education and Cultural Affairs
Minister Prof Badruddoza Choudhury and Dhaka University
Vice-Chancellor Prof M Moniruzzaman Miah will be special
guests. »

The inaugural session will be followed by a business session
where a umnhnar :ln "development assistance projects:
Importance and implementation experience in B esh”
will he held. - i

IBA Director Dr Rahim B Taluker will chair both the ses-
sions.

The function will be followed by light refreshment and
m show (drama entitled “Bichchu® to be staged by Natya

ndra). '

Members of the association have been requested to attend
the function in time.

Juvenile literacy conference

A Lt:e.-nﬂc literacy conference organised by Kendrio Kachi-
Kanc Mela will be held today (Friday) at 4 pm at the chil-
dren’s auditorium of Bangladesh National Museum in the city,

Poet Shamsur Rahman will inaugurate the conference as
chief guest while journalist Fayez Ahmed will be the special

guest.

Political training class
Bangladesh J Parishad will hold cal training class
today (Frida I:III;EEHUHIBMIII‘I.HWWM

in the dz.

*The will begin from 9 am and continue up to 7 pm.
Parishad President Alhaj Muhammad Moinul Islam will inau-
gurate the class.

Confce on pol. organisations’ role

The National Democratic Institute for International Affairs
(NDI) will hold a conference on the role of civic and political
urgm:tn]ntlnﬁa in strengthening democratic institutions today
(Friday).

Justice Muhammad Abdur Rouf, Chief Election
Commissioner, will convene the conference at 5 pm.

Film show at CDL

Bangladesh Art Film Culture will hold a show of a US film
“West Side Story™ at the Community Development Library
House No 39 (new), Road No 144 (New), Dhanmondi (near
Shankar Bus Stand) today (Friday) at 6.30 pm.

Jointly directed by Robbert Wise and Jerome Robbins, the
film show will be followed by the first general meeting of the
organisation at 5 pm.

Zakiul Haq, convenor of the association has requested all
the members to attend the function.

Bikrampur Moitri Sangha

Bikrampur Moitri will hold its 10th founding an-
niversary and annual Eid reunion today (Friday) at 331, West
Rampura in the city.

Education Minister Prof Badruddoza Chowdhury, the State
Minister for Posts and Telecommunications, M Shamsul Islam
and the State Minister for Youth and Sports Sadek Hossain
Khoka, are expected to attend the function.

Film show at Alliance Francaise

Show of "Garde a Vue®, a French-language film with
English subtitie will be held today (Friday) at 6 pm at the
Aliance Francaise (26, Mirpur Road, corner of Road No 3
Dhanmondi) in the city.

Film In a small town where everyone is prepar-
ing to celebrate the new year, two girls are found rapped
and murdered. A notary who found the bodies is summoned
to the police station by the inspector, who keeps him under
watch. The tension and drama are excellently interpreted by
the most talented actors. (starring Lino Ventura, Rom
Schneider). Ticket is Taka 15. :

Islamic Law conference

An Islamic Law conferences will be held today (Friday)
ll’l:tﬂr:um prayers at Lalbagh Shayesta Khan Welfare Centre
in the city.

The ulema conference committee and Jamiatul Ansar
&#h have jointly arranged the conference.

senior noted ulemas and others are expected to
attend the conference.

Jamaat ameers’ conference

The two-day conference of district ameers of Jamaat-e-
Islami begins today (Friday) in the city.

Districts ameers have been requested to attend the con-
ference in time. -

Friendship Assoc meet

The general meeting of Ban h-America Friendship
Social Wellare Association will be held today (Friday) at 4.30

E:I Malibagh Bipani Bitan (first floor) in the city. Members
been requested to attend the meeting,

Rotaract Club meeting

The regular general meeting of the Rotaract Club of Dhaka,
will be held today (Friday) at 10.30 am at the
' Training Cul.lcﬁ. Mirpur road, in the city.
Later at 11.30 am. the regular board meeting of the club
will also be heid.
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Workshop on higher edn policy
A six-day workshop on the skills of
ers, officials and senior teac engaged in the edu-
cation will in the city tomorrow (Sa . Education
Minister Prof Choudhury will open the workshop
at the Planning Commission’'s NEC auditorium at Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar in the city.

Member of the University Grants Commission Prof
Mohammad Alf and ANM Yousuf of UNESCO National
Commission in will deliver the address of wel
come. UGC Chairman Profl Shamsul Huq will preside over the
workshop.

Policy-makers, Vice-Chancellors and senfor teachers of all

the universities of the country will cipate in the work-

malk -

shop. The will recommend for improvement of the
standard of higher education, increase professional skills and
policy-making in this regard.

JCD anti-terrorism rally

The pro-BNP Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal UJCD) will hold a
students’ gathering at the Dhaka University tomorrow

(Saturday) against the on-going terrorist activities on the
Central JCD leaders will address the rally to be held at the

- foot of Aparajeyo Bangia at 10 am.

Seminar on export promotion fund

A one-day seminar on “export promotion fund® will be
held tomorrow at Hotel Sundarban In the eity.
Finance and Planning Minister Satfur Rahman will inaugurate
the seminar as chief guest at  am.

The function will also be attended, others, by

h Bank Governor, Director of the Bank, Local
Head of the US Add, representatives of different local com-

mercial banks and export agencies.
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h Rubber Todustetes Owiiers’

%

Association brought out a tk --“* in the ci
Thursday demanding withdrawal of VAT imposed on rubber industries. proe -

— Star photo

Red Crescent |
~ lottery

The lottery draw of the
Bangladesh Red Crescent
Society will be held at 9 am
today at the Nursing School
Auditorium of the Holy Family
Red Crescent Hospital in the
city, reports BSS. .

A three-member panel of
judges comprising Vice-
Chancellor of the Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology, Prof M Shajahan,
President of Bangladesh
Supreme Court Bar Associa-
tion, Dr Rafiqur Rahman and
Director of Dhaka Medical
College Hospital, Dr Joardar
Abul.Kasem, will conduct the

draw.
The Chairman of the BDRCS
Major General (retd) AFM

Abdul Haq and members of the
Managing Board will attend the
function.

ey : i

Nizami's solo
painting show
extended

The painting and ceramics
exhibition titled "Sun and
wheel: Fifth Solo Exhibition” of |
Shamsul Islam Nizami being

e |

Ultimatum to lift VAT
from rubber industries

By Staff Correspondent

Ba h Rubber Shilpa

‘Malik Samity on Thursday

warned the government saying
if the government fails to
withdraw the Value Added Tax
(VAT) from the rubber indus-
tries within a month from July
25 to August 25, the Samity
will chalk out elaborate pro-
grammes aiming at greater
movement.

The Rubber Malik Samity
held a protest rally Thursday
in front of Jatiya Press Club.
The rally was a part of contin-
uous programmes of Rubber
Industries’ Owners Association
protesting the VAT imposed
on rubber industries.

The samity said the VAT

~was imposed while most of the

rubber industries were on the

Discussion on
Col Taher
today

The "Muktijoddha
Parishad™ will hold a discus-
sion meeting today at 5 pm at
the National Press Club on late
colonel Abu Taher, Bir Uattam.
Sector Commander during the
Liberation War, and architect
of the Sepoy-People uprising
to mark his 15th death an-
niversary. _

Among others, Awami
League Chief Sheikh Hasina,
Bksal leader Abdur Razzak,

Kazi Arif Ahmed, Saifuddin.

Mantk, Dr Mosharrafl.Hossain
and Maulana Abu Sufian will
take part in discussions, a
press release said.

held since July 14 at La
Galerie, 54 Kemal Ataturk
Avenue, Banani, Dhaka has
been extended upto August 5.
The exhibition will remgain
open daily from 9 am to 8, says
a Press release.

From August 17-31, La
Galerie presents "Love Versus
Politics” a photographic exhi-
bition by renowned photogra-
pher Anwar Hossain at La
Galerie.

brink of closure on account of
difficulties faced by the indus-
tries.

Y It also pointed out that the
newly imposed VAT system
would cause price-hike of rub-
ber goods including sandal,
spare parts, rubber tube and
tyre etc.

Convenor of the Samity
Kamal Uddin Ahmed who
presided over the rally said
poor le of the country like
rickshawpullers being
dependent on the products of
such small industries will
immensely be affected by the
new system of VAT.

JUCSU office
bearers

sSworn in

JU Correspondent

The newly elected office-
bearers of JUCSU
(Jahangirnagar University
Central Students’ Union) took
oath, at a simple ceremony at
the Administration Building of .
the University Thursday.

JUCSU President and the
Vice-Chancellor Prol. Kazi
Saleh Ahmed conducted the

oath taking ceremony.

3 BED 'ROOMED INDEPENDENT

HOUSE AT BANANI, ROAD-22,
HOUSE-17 PHONES: 313071,
315982, 401669 §-37

House No. 6 (New), 388 (Od), Road No. 14 (New), 29
(Old), 3 storied building. Each floor independent with 3 beds,

rooms, pan-

try, kitchen. Servant quarters and garage. oceu-

pied by

- Reliance is not just a Name.
~ You can come and see
' for yourselt.

Rellance has proved that it is
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