Come 10 CHITTAGONG Come fo
BANGKOK THAI RESTAUR.

The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.
We Cordially irwite you 1o fry our Beautifully
prepared and Beoautifully presented authentic
THAI CUISINE ond SEAFOOD in the cosy
atmosphere of a LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHITTAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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Rehan to join
AL labour front

Jute Mills CBA
President Rehanuddin Rehan

WASHINGTON, July 25: |

President Bush today
urged Palestinians to “do ev-
erything possible” to make a

pcace conference between
themselves and Israel a reality,

|

Jt after a request by

DHAKA FRIDAY JULY 26, 1991
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Select Committee report being finalised

Awami League to vote
for passage of BNP

amendment bills

Awami League leader and
Chief Whip of the opposition in
parliament told The Daily Star
on Thursday that his party and
other opposition members
would vote for the 11th and
12th Constitution amendment
bills moved by the BNP.

He indicated that the Select
Committee decision on the
bills was unanimous and it
would submit a consensus re-
port on the two bills.

The 11th’ Constitution
amendment bill provides for
sending back justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed to the
Supreme Court as Chief Justice

~and would ratify his appoint-

ment as Vice-President.

The 12th Constitution
amendment bill seeks to re-
vert to a parliamentary form of

rnment.

The two bills-are expected
to be in the order of the day on
Sunday and in all probability
will be passed next weck,

After the of the bill
the President will call a refer-
endum to ratify the basic
change in the Constitution.
The referendum is likely to be
completed by the third week
of August, according to in-
formed sources.

The Select Committee has
finalised its report proposing
more power to the President

‘| regarding dissolution of par-

lament.

It was resolved that the
President may seck the leave
of t before dissolving
the Prime
Minister. If the President finds

By Moinuddin Naser

any party that commands the
majority in parliament, other
than the party in power, he
may call it for the formation of
the cabinet.

The Select Committee also
agreed to leave the issue of the
election of President to the
Election Commission and drop
the Fifth Schedule of the pro-
posed bill by the Treasury
Bench " procedure for
the election of President.

The will move a

il thie rogar.

Chief Whip of the Awami
League Mohammad Nasim
when contacted told The Daily
Star that the Awami League
would obviously vote for the
bill.

He said that the stand of
the Awami e to elect a

President through secret ballot
by the Election Commission

would be left for the House to

decide.

A Select Commijttee source
said that both the Awami
League and the BNP had
agreed that the matter be de-
cided by the Election
Commission as per the present
constitutional arrangement.

Accordingly the Treasury
Bench will have to bring an-
other bill regarding the clec-
tion of the President which
can be

by a simplé majority.

On this point the opposition
Chief Whip told The Daily Star
that it would oppose the bill
but it would not create any
deadlock for the BNP or to the
election of the president.

The BNP bill earlier pro-
posed that the election of the
president be conducted by the
Speaker of Parliament while

.the Awami League in the

Second Schedule of #ts pro-

posed bill opted for the presi-

dent election by the Election
Commission through secret
ballot.

The Select Committee,
which almost worked as a liai-
son committee between the
Leader of the House, and the
Leader of the sition, also
agreed that the Election
Commission determine the
procedure of the president
election under the existing
constitutional arrangements.

Hence the election of the
president may be held openly
or by secret ballot.

It is learnt that the Awami
League has also to the
proposal of the BNP that the
ministers remain accountable
to the Prime Minister and si-
multaneously to the House.

The issue of inclusion of the
non-MPs in the cabinet has
been agreed to by the two par-
ties in principle. But the per-
centage of the non-MPs in the
cabinet will be determined by
the House.

On the plugging of floor-
crossing, the two sides have
already agreed on certain
principles. There will not be
any provision for barring any
member who loses his mem-
bership because of (floor-
crossing to contest the next
election.

See Page 12 Col. 8

ence of judici

sent to select

repeal

bill to come after scrutiny

By Staff Correspondent

A private members bill
secking repeal of Indemnity
Ordinance of 1976 will be
placed before the House soon
after the . This was as-
sured by Law Minister Mirza
Golam Hafiz Thursday in the
House .

The draft of the bill was
submitted by Chiefl Whip of op-
sition Md Nasim to the
nt Secretariat early

this month. The bill
repeal of the Indemnity
Ordinance that blocked the
trial of the killers of
Bangabandhu Shetkh M r
Rahmian. The opposition

of the bill Thursday
it would come to
soon aflter the

‘titled

and killings. and restore rule
of law in the country.

Judiciary bill

A Constitution amendment
bill aimed at ensuring inde-
pendence of judiciary was
unanimously referred to a
Select Committee of Jatiya
Sangsad for scrutiny Thursday.

The private members bill
‘Constitution
(Amendment) Bill 199]° was
moved by Awami League's
Salauddin Yusuf. The bill pro-
posed amendment to Articles
85, 98, 109, 115, and 116 of

~ the Constitution.

Leader of the House
Prof ruddoza Chowdhury,
Law Minister Mirza Colam
Haflz and Deputy Leader of the
opposition Abdus Samad Azad
we the bill and thanked

Salauddin Yusuf for introducing
it before the House.

Moving the bill, Salauddin
Yusuf said that independence
of the judiciary and its separa-
tion from the executive were
indispensable for ensuring
democracy in the country. He
mentioned that the three po-
litical alliances were commit-

| See Page 12 Col. 3

By Staff Correspondent

The government on Thurs-
day had to defer the consi-
deration by parllament of a
resolution moved by an oppo-
sition member, as Treasury
Bench appeared fo be in a mi-
nority .

The resolution that called
for granting of 50 per cent
subsidy to fertilizers and pesti-
cides was moved by indepen-
dent MP Nurul Islam Moni,
and supported by all opposi-
tion parties and groups in the
House.

Winding up the discussion
on the resolution Agriculture,
I tion. Water Development
and Flood Control Minister had
requested the mover of the
resolution to withdraw it since
the ment had not de-
cid to withdraw subsidy
from sale of these agricultural

As Nurul Islam Moni de-
clined to withdraw his resolu-
tion Speaker Abdur Rahman
Biswas promptly put the mat-
ter to a voice vote. As the
Speaker made routine utter-
ances proclaiming the Trea-
sury Bench as the winner, a
number of opposition MPs
stood up demanding a division
in the plea that the opposition
was in a majority among -the

See Page 12 Col. |

torts charges of fraud, cheating

Maligning of business

Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, the
S L e

sector,
has sharply retorted the
Minister for
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policies’,

distortionary

community unbecoming

Star Economic Report

leading to a ‘'sickening state of
the situation in overall trade
and industry’, he said. The re-

the concerned units.” “The
borrowings or credit
depends on
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The two rival student organisations Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (above) and Banglatdesh
Chhatra League holding rallies on DU campus on Thursday seeking end to terrorism. But at

the same time, the student activists clashed briefly at Doyel Chattar on the day.

22 injured.in .

. renewed
Rajshahi clashes

From QOur Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. July 25: At lcast
22 persons were injured in
clashes between the activists
of Jatlyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) and Chhatra Oikya
Parishad in different educa-
tional institutions and city
pockets on Thursday and late
night Wednesday.

Biton, a JCD activist got bul-
let injurfes in three hour gun-
fight between JCD and Chhatra
Otkya Parishad activists at
Madarbox and Suhrawardhy
Hall on the Rajshahi University
campus late night Wednesday.
He was treated in a local clinic.

This sparked clashes be-
tween them at the Rajshahi
Government College and the
New Degree Government
College Thursday leaving
twenty injured including JCD
activists Zillur Rahman, Azizul
Hoq and Jatiyatabadi Juba Dal
Activist Mohsin. .

Kishore Kumar (30). owner
of a night coach was stabbed
near the new degree govern-
ment college Thursday noon.
He was rushed to Rajshahi
medical college hospital when
his condition was stated to be
serious.

Most of the students of res-

See Page 12 Col. 4

—Star photo

Police raid halls

DU tense : 2 JCD

activists assaulted

By DU Correspoendent

A group of miscreants as-
saulted on Thursday two ac-
tivists of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) and released them at
the Dowel Square of Dhaka
University after detaining
them hrlcl{y.

The JCD blamed the mem-
bers of Awami 's student
front Bangladesh Chhatra
League (S-A) for the incident.

The incident caused ten-
sion among the activists of
JCD.

Meanwhile, members of the
Special Branch of Police raided
some of the rooms of two halls
of Dhaka University in the
small hours of Thursday.

Acting on a secret me
police conducted the raid in
Zahrul Huq Hall and Surja Sen
Hall of the university.

No incident of arrest or re-
covering arms was reported so
far,

Meanwhile, tension flared
up on the Dhaka University
campus following slogans and
counter-slogans chanted by
varfous student organisations
accusing each other of resort-

ing to terrorism on the cam-

Different student organisa-
tions on Thursday held

demonstrations on the campus -

o]

protesting terrorism. T
demanded immediate arrest of
armed hoodlums.

JCD rally held in front of
the DUCSU building was ad-
dressed by Habibunnabi Schel,
President of i{ts Dhaka
University unit.

The rally blamed members
of BCL (S-A) for recent deteri-
oration of the us situation
and said the JCD ftself is pow-
erful enough to resist them.

It also demanded immedi-
ate announcement of the date
of DUCSU election.

BCL (S-A) rally held at the

foot of Aparajec Bangla was ad-
dressed by Golam Mostala

‘Suzan and Quamruzzaman

Ansari, President and General
Secretary respectively of its
Dhaka University unit.

The specakers accused the
expelled students, sheltered
by JCD. of aggravating the

See Page 12 Col. 8

Grounds for detention weak, 52y Moudud
Ershad had extra-marital

ties with 18 women : AG

Jatiya Party Acting

Chatrman Barrister Moudud
Ahmed said on Thursday that
President Ershad had

many other options to stay on

" Ershad . Moudud said, had

instead handed over power
constitu means.

Moudud, defend
who has challe

pleaded
saying that the grounds of his
detention, served
December 12, 1990, were very

Earlter the Attorney
General Aminul Haque in his
affidavit before the Court as

of evidence of corruption

L

and the

his personal

MMMM
also named 18 women

I

4

I
1
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]
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By Staff Correspondent

with whom Ershad maintained
extra-marital relationships or
had kept as his concubines.

The A General in his
affidavit however said that the
grounds of arrest were quite
relevant and that the detention
was very necessary to establish
the rule of law. :

Barrister Moudud Ahmed in
his ment challenging the

unds ol arrest said that

shad had considered the
declaration of the three al-
Nances.

Though he had many other
options to continue in power
he showed respect to consti-
tutional rule and handed over
power 0 a neutral person,
chosen by the three mmjor al-
Mances.

Barrister Moudud said that
there was no constitutional ba-
sl o Ins the Chief
Justive of & country as Vice-
President. But it was done
through an extra-constitutional

means.

He said that the appoint-
ment of Justice Shahabuddin
as Vice- President and his ac-
tivities would have to be ratl-
fied by Parllament for which a
bill had already been intre-
duced.

At this stage Justice
Anwarul Haque Chowdhury
presiding over the Court said
that the ratification would be
an act of indemnity. Moudud
Ahmed replied in the affirma-
tve

i’ltldiﬂ' for

Moudud Ahmed further said

17/6-8, Purana Paltan, Dhaka-1000.
Tel: 238935, 405898

12 PAGES: PRICE TAKA 3.00

e e SULL—

ﬁ

Programme for
post-flood
habilitati

ordered

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia Thursday gave di-
rectives to concerned min-
istries to draw up post-flood
rchabilitation programmes.
reports UNB.:

The directives came when
she was presiding over a high-
level meeting of the concerned
ministers and secretarfes at
her Suganda office last night.

Begum Zia also directed all
concerned agencies to be pre-
pared for facing any flash flood.
The meeting reviewed the
overall flood situation in the
country.

The meeting was informed
that the Relief Ministry had
distributed money and relief

s including saree, lung,

See Page 12 Col. 2

Hasina, NDI
team talk repeal

of Indemnity
Ordinance

By Staff Correspondent

The visiting delegation of
the New York-based National
Demiocratic Institute (NDI) of
international affairs led by Eric
Bjornhind Thursday met
Awami League Chiel and
Leader of the ition in the
Jatiya Sangsad (parliament)
Sheikh Hasina at the JS Bha-

ban.
ty leader of the opposi-
tion Abdus Samad Azad, Begum
Sajeda Chowdhury MP, M A
MP, Begum Matia Chowd-
hury MP, Sudhangsu Sekhar
Haldar MP and Abul Hossain
Chowdhury MP were present
on the occasion.

Sheikh Hasina informed the
delegation the socio-politico
and economic condition in

esh and discussed ef-
towards consolidating
See Page 12 Col. 7

_Indian
devaluation
to encourage
smuggling

By Moazzem Hossain

Export competitiveness of
many Bangladeshi items will be
lost in the international mar-
kets because of a major devalu-
ation of the Indian currency.

Fears loom large in some
exporter circles that trade
through informal channels, or
smuggling across the border,
will be encouraged because of a
20 per cent devaluation of
Indian rupee recently in two
quick successive doses.

The Bangladesh taka has
meanwhile d:ﬁ::t:md in

forts

value in US d terms by
1.95 per cent.

Exporter circles in Dhaka
said the export

items which are competing
with India in the international

See Page 12 Col. 6

Shafi Sami

made envoy
to China

The Government has de-
cided to appoint Mr C M Shafi
Sami, at High -

to

the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan as Ambassador of
Bangladesh to the People's
Republic of China. an o
handout said in Dhaka on
Thursday. reports BSS.

Mr Shafi Sami was a
Director in the Ministry of
F‘nrﬂﬂ. Affairs in 1972-1975
and held diplomatic assign-
ments in Paris and Caire. He
was Director-General in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
from December 18823 to
January 1987 before the cur-

rent assignment as the High
Commission of to

Pakistan since February 1987.

‘BSP has no right
to talk about
Wage Board award’

Leaders of three federations

of newspapers and news agen-
cies and Dhaka Union of




