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Tale From Egypt’'s Past
Story of Nut , Goddess of the Sky

UT was the personi-
fication of the heavens
and the sky, and of
wherein the clouds

, and In fact of every
portion of the region in which
the sun rose, and travelled
from cast to west. She was
represented as a woman
over the earth touch-

ing western and eastern
ho s with her hands and
feet. In this attitude her legs
and arms represent the four
on which the sky was

| to rest and work the
PO of the cardinal points.
body is studded with stars,

since she represents the sky.

"' Aecording to the Helio-

politan theology the world
as a wa chaos called

"Nun, from which the sungod

Atum (later to be identified
with Re) emerged on a mound.
he engen-
dered the twin deities Shu
{gold of air) and Tefnut
(moisture). Shu and Tefnut
had, in tirn engendered Geb
(the earth-god) and Nut (the

). These two had as
mﬁh, Seth, Isis and

Nephthys. The nine gods so
created formed the divine
Ennead (i.e. company of nine).

It was said that Nut married

her 'twin brother secretly
against the will of her father
Atum-Re. Angered, Atum-Re
had the couple brutally sepa-
rated by Shu and afterwards
decreed that Nut could not

bear a child in any given

month. Thoth had pity on her.
Fllyiniedmughtl with the
Moon, won in the course of
seve s a seventy-sec-
ond part of the Moon's light,
with which he composed five
new days. As these five interca-
lated days did not belong to
the official Egyptian calendar
of 360 days, Nut was thus able
during the five days preceding
the New Year to give birth to
her children.

Nut was also the mother of
god, whom she swal-

-Nut : Personification of the heaven. ot

Geb, her husband, and raised
herself from the earth in the
form of a cow. She bore Re
with his boat, while Shu her fa-
ther dutifully supported her

belly with the assistance of

eight small deities two for
éach leg. In the Coffin Texts
(Spell 76) Shu says” | lifted up
my daughter Nut from upon
myscll, so that | might give her
to my father Atum in his
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Nut : The suckling cow.
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realm, and | have set Geb un-
der my feet".

Nut was called sometimes
"the female pig who eats her
piglest” and was variously rep-
resented as a suckling sow.

As a goddess of resurrection
Nut played an important role
in funerary beliefs.

In the Coffin Texts (Spell
B850) it was said to the de-
ceased "Your Mother comes,
see, Nut has come so that she
may join your bones together,
up your sinews, wake your
members firm, take away your
corruption and take hold of
your hand, so that you may live
in your name of One”.

The sarcophagus inner lid
and the ceiling of the tomb
chamber were decorated with
stars or un image of the sky
goddess. "Words spoken by Nut
to the deceased, | am your
mother, | am Nut, and | have
come so that | may enfold and
protect you from all evil
“(from Coffin Texts, Spell
792). The coffin itself was the
heavens, i.e. Nut from which
the deceased awoke to new
lfe.

When she is pictured as a
woman, Nut sometimes wears
a rounded vase on her head,
this being the hieroglyph of
her name. The Greaks identi-
fied her with Rhea, their god-
dess of the sky.
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the National Day |
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The Arab Republic of Egypt
State Bank of India :

(Successors to the Bank of Bengal and the
Imperial Bank of India)

India's Largest Commercial Bank

Continuing the century old tradition of
service to the land which is now

BANGLADESH

We are your Global Link to India Extending
modern banking services through 45 foreign

offices in 30 countries and over 8500
branches in India.

STATE BANK OF INDIA

24-25 Dilkusha Commercial Area
Phone : 253914, 234251, 233371,
Fax : 0088-02-833553
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We promote business be-
tween two brotherly Muslim
countries. One STA signed be-
tween Misr Import & Export
Company and Trading
Corporation of Bangladesh for
USD 20 million. Egypt will ex-
port the following items worth
US$10 million:

Cotton Yarn. Rock Phos-
phate, Dyes Chemicals,
Creosite O1l, Alumintum Shee-
s

Misc: Rallway Wagon,
Electric Tower etc.
Representative |brahim

Badawy Morsy

Enrichi
Man’s Life

And Making
Him Happy

Egyptian heritage in sculpture,
weaving printing on cloth,

pottery, glass, jewellery

artist.
Many Egyptian artists im-
mersed in looking for l%k..:l.
forgot about wvalues. ey
brought in Western styles,
which have and thus
value to the West alone. Each

which the Western styles can
never integrate. Every mean-
ing, every value, has its own
style proper. Some artists
have, nevertheless bestowed In
Western styles some ol their
own private Egyptian-Oriental
traits out of their proper con-
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hilst much has been

written about t,

as a land upcedaqi:n
ancient histo with fits
perennial c¢rowds of inter-
national visitors, little has, as
yet, been said of the love of the
land of Egypt.

Egypt. has been always an
object of glose and careful
study since the days of
Herodotus. Researchers, ar-
chaeologists and scientists of
every description have delved
into Egypt's culture & history
in an effort to discover the
secret of its creativity — the
source of science, art, archi-
tecture, economics and poli-
tica that are the miracles of
ancient Egypt.

All visitors of Egypt. regard-
less of their nationality, per-
ceive a warmth and affection
for the land, a feeling that
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new king Senosert gave orders
to kill him. Out of fear, Sanuhi
escaped out of the land of
Egypt. where he found refuge
beside the king of a foreign
land. In spite of the luxurious
life he led abroad, Sanuhit
always feared to die in a
foreign land where his words
were :- :

"O mighty God that des-
tined me to me estranged.
Be merciful and return me to
my country, my heart yearns
for the land where | once
lived, | want no else than
to be buried in the land where
| was born ...."

His wishes, his words and
his prayers reached the
Egyptian king. He ordered his
messenger to take Sanuhi back
to the king palace. When he
reached the palace, the ex-
pressed his happiness as fol-
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incident, the king pardonned
Sanuhi and compensated him
untill the day of his departure
to the city of death. -
This story is merely to em-
phasize the deep emotiomal

attachment the an
Egyptian felt for his

Sanuhi is truly representative
of the Egyptian person in his

love for Egypt. He expresses
the depth of feeling of a

returning emigrant for his

country.

The Egyptian today. like his
ancestors, still prefers his own
homeland to anywhere else in
the world. This is the place
Egypt has always occupied in
the hearts of its people from
the earliest times, and it is one
that will never change there-
fore it is said in Egypt that "If |
was not an Egyptian, | would

arise naturally when the visitor |gws :- have wished to be an
immerses himself in !.Iﬂ\l’:ﬂﬁ "When reached, -there | Egyptian”.
directly linked to man's most stopped to touch the earth The author is a Third

creative moments. Hence an with forehead.” i :

ated stating "whom who
drinks from the  nile, must
come back to its land.”

If such sympathy is stirred
in the hearts of the non-
Egyptians, then that of their
Egyptian is incalculably more
profound — a clear manifesta-
tion of the strong ties that
bind the Egyptian to his coun-

try.

This love of country, pos-
sessed by every Egyptian as if
by birth right. is not a modern
sentiment generated by na-
tionalism, but one that {s more
fundamental and venerable.

To {Hustrate this deep
rooted love of the Egyptian to
his eountry, back in the roots
of history, a story has been
written in the 12th dynasty.
2000 b.c. :- "The story of
Sanuhi”. This oldest piece of
fiction in world literature was
taught in ancient schools to
deepen the love of the land as
well as for its faithfulness to
life. In modern times, in
recognition of its importance
in world literature and for its
intrinsic literary qualities, this
story has frequently been
translated.

Sanuhi was an army leader
during the era of king
Simhotob. Due to his great
success in all military mis-
sions, a sick fecling of jealousy
spreaded among some of his
colleagues. They seized the in-
cident of the king's death to
arrange an geccomplice to
accuse Sanubj.ef treason. As
the plan was successful, the
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The Giants : Ayyad in oil.

ADITION OF
EXCELLENCE

With a tradition in business stretching back
over a hundred years, our activities today range
from exports of tea, jute, leather, marine foods,
ceramics to petroleum products etc.

Our imports range from food products,
pharmaceuticals, machinery, telecom
equipment to commodities like sugar,
foodgrains, petroleum products etc.

With an extensive network of branches and
distributors throughout the country, we are ‘
involved in marketing and distribution of
quality pharmaceuticals, food products and
other consumer goods.
We are specialists in
counter-trade, having
pioneered this form of
transaction in Bangladesh.
Our manufacturing activities cover
pharmaceuticals, tea and jute. In addition, we
have substantial interests in the insurance
and publishing sectors.

Our team of motivated professionals are
committed to meeting the challenges of today
and achieving the aspirations of tomorrow, in
keeping with our tradition of excellence.

GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZED
EXPORT HOUSE

PRESIDENTS EXPORT

TROPMY CLASS
TRANSCOM LIMITED
TEA HOLDINGS LIMITED
PHONES 232092 253228, 230883. 243813 R
JAX 880 2-833891 TELEX 676672 THL 8J
52 MOTIJHEEL COMMERCIAL AREA DHAKA 1000 BANGLADESH )
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