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four people were killed and up to 30 were feared
head-on late on

injured after two nger trains col
Sunday in Bwtha:w said, reports Reuter from London.
pcnul at Newton station southeast of the
city of Glasgow, a police spokesman said.

The local ambulance service said four people were killed
when the trains, each with three coaches. collided.

Firemen were searching the wreckage for other victims.
the ambulance spokesman said, and at least 17 injured,
mostly “walking wounded”, had been reported so far.

19 dead, 9 missing in S. Korea:

Torrential rains triggered major flooding in South Korea on
Sunday and state television said at least 19 people were dead
and nine were missing, Reuter from Seoul :
Many low-lying areas were under water rup to 27 cm
(9.5 inches) of rain fell in Seoul and surrounding countryside.
The state television said most victims were carried away by
floods or buried by landslides.
The Yonhap news agency said three people were killed

when they were struck by lightning.

Dalai Lama climbs sacred mountain:

The Dalai Lama on Sunday climbed a Siberian mountain
sacred to Buddhists and held a religious service there, the
Soviet news agency Tass rted, AP from Moscow.

The Huddh.'llt‘inder umgcunded Ha:ftgﬁlkhuul where a
Buddhist prayer is said to show through the aurfncc of the
granite mountain, the news agency said.

The mountain is located 100 kilometers (60 mﬂu} from
Aginskoye in the Aginsky Burjmt Autonomous District near the

Mongolian border.

Kurds to control Iragj ct}“tx Arme

Kurdish rebels swaggered throu
northern city apparently in ﬂrm control after figh
with Iragi MB\IME“ week reportedly left hundreds dﬂdm

reports AP from h, Iraq.

Government officials claimed that a month-old agreement
of cooperation between the Kurdish Pesh Murga and
iragi police was still in force and that there were joint
security patrols in the city. But during a half-hour,
government-guided tour Sunday, the only government forces
mhhdﬂmhlmqlmﬂtnwbommpnnhdﬂﬂ
foreign journalists.

Hu:ﬂnd-dmﬂhn,mrlngb.mtmumuﬂbhck
and while turbans and carrying machine-guns and rifles on

their shoulders, milled in the streets and surrounded the
the provincial governor, Mohammed Najim

people we:
and 600 wounded in the fighting last week, and that at least
1,200 Iraqi soldiers had been captured.

PLO accepts Bush's proposals: -

dropped its

insistence on a lllddl: East peace conference,
accepting US proposals delegates to represent Palestinian
interests, AP from Nicosia.

"We accept P t Bush's Is and the PLO is
ready to form its tion to peace conference from

Palestinians from the oécupied territories and outside the
, a delegation that represents the
Palestinians,” said PLO official Bassam Abu

ing so we are in fact accepting ‘Mr. Baker's
ml'-ﬂﬁbum adviser to PLO Chairman Yasser

in a telephone interview from PLO headquarters in

Tunisia.
Secretary of State James A. Baker [ll. Baker flew from
to Israel Sunday in an effort to arrange a peace
conference on the Arab-lsrach conflict and the status of
Palestinians in Israel and its occupied territories.
he refused to elaborate, Abu Sharif seemed to be

that as as the PLO has a say in who represents
Palestinians, the delegation does not necessarily have to
mduduPlﬂntmberi

§

pﬂﬂ: talks to Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir on
and told Washington might issue invitations
Israel did not agree. Reuter from Jerusalem.
"We've indicated that be something we might
rsue. That n't mean we've decided to do it because we
n't Baker told reporters at a meeting with three
Palestinian leaders before seeing Shamir.
"But at some point | think you have to consider it .......... of
course it would be much better, If there is going to be a
conference. if every one could sign on before invitations are

Fire kills 12 in entina: rre swept

through a long-distance bus in northern Argentina late on
Saturday. killing 12 people and wounding 20 others,
tine news agencies reported on Sunday. Reuter from
Bucnos Afres says.
The flames broke out in the rear-placed motor and quickly
the bus as 1t travelled through Formosa province
about 1,200 km (750 miles) north of Buenos Aires.

Gastro-enteritis kills 183 in Nepal: »

further 183 people have died in western Nepal following an
outbreak of gastro-enteritis and measles which has claimed
around 600 lives in the past eight weeks, public health
sources said . AFP from Kathmandu reports
. the fresh deaths in the districts of Achham and
360 kilometers (225 miles) west of Kathmandu. stood
at 106 as of Saturday.

“Although officially only 83 deaths caused by gastro-
enteritis and measles in more than |9 villages on the
outskirts of Achham urban area were confirmed. at least 150
have died since Friday.” local MP Govinda Shah said.

Parliament to run Nimﬂ :

. the leftist :
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Tibet to be given
more autonomy

NEW YORK. July 22 : Soviet
President Hlkhlil Gorbachev
has offered to sell large shares

of the Soviet Defence industry
to the West in exchange
access to western technology,

the Newsweek reported, says
Reuter.

for

Gorbachev made the offer at,

last week's Group of Seven (G-
7) summit in London,
weekly news magazine said in
its July
which were

the

ts of
on

20 fssue, exce
release

'ﬂ'tdplln. according to doc-

uments the Newsweek said it
had obtained, would give the
West access to some of the
Soviet Union's most closely
guarded military secrets.

In return, western nations
would provide business exper-
tise and capital to the Soviels
and help them convert their
defence plants to civilian use.

The Newsweek said
Gorbachev wanted western
companies to participate

jointly with state-run indus-

tries in a 30 to 40 billion dol-
lar plan to transform his coun-

International
Moscow keen to acquire technology

Gorbachev offers to sell Soviet
defence hardware to West

try's defence facilities.

At the three-day summit,
which ended last Wednesday
Gorbachev won a pledge fmm

G-7 industrial states — the
United States, Japan,
Germany, France, Britain,

Canada and Italy to provide
trade and technical help.

Gorbachev's plan is sure to
infuriate many Soviet military
conservatives already unhappy
with his reforms, the
Newsweek said.

it i1s also likely to draw
criticism from the West since

JERUSALEM : US Secretary

Palestinian delegation, M Fa

gained the support of Syria,
efforts.
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of State James Baker shakes hands with the head of *a

Husseini at the US consulate here Sunday. Baker has now
on, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Egypt for his peace-keeping

—AFP photo

Gen Beg fears Indian attack

ISLAMABAD, Ju :
Pakistan's chief of Iaid he
is concerned that India, unable
to quell Muslim unrest in the
border area of Jammu and
Kashmir. might attack
Pakistan, a military lpohumnn
said Monday, reports

"It is quite Hh:ly th.-t in
sheer desperation India could
launch an adventure against
Pakistan.” Army chief-of-staff
Gen Mirza Aslam Beg report-
edly said in an address to sol-
diers a weckend tour of
eastern Punjab province,
which borders India.

Beg is scheduled to retire
next month.

India and Pakistan have

twice gone to war over
Kashmir, a former princely

state divided between India
and Pakistan after the subcon-
u.-neni wac partitibned in 1947,

"Events are fast changing in
the region and the shadows of

war have started appearing.”

. Beg said in statement dis-

tributed by the state-owned
Associated Press of Pakistan.

He did not elaborate. The
Indian Embassy in Islamabad
was not immediately available
for comment.

India launched a military
crackdown on Muslim seces-
sionists demanding cither in-
dependence or union with
Pakistan. ‘At least 2,500 people
have been killed in the fight-

ing.
India has accused Pakistan

of arming and training the
militants, who freely croas the
ceasefire line separating the
two countries.

Pakistan dtnleuhc IIL:-
charges, but supports the mili-
tants nght of self-determina-

tion.

"The freedom struggle of
the people of Kashmir is gain
ing momentum with every
passing ddy and it is now im-
possible to suppress it." Beg
said according to APP.

Beg also claimed that India

would help from Israel.
* “India would not be alone in
its adventures against Pakistan.
It would be aided by others
who are frantically out to harm
and destabilize Pakistan,” Beg
said.

Beg described the six
Issraecli tourists setzed in June
by Muslim militants in Indian-
held Kashmir as “Israeli com-
mandos.” Five of the tourists
escaped the militants and one
of the lsraeclis was killed when
he jumped a guard to help free
the group.

An on-the-spot account

A horrifying night of

death and rape in Kenya

NAIROBI, July 22 : A horri-
u‘ﬁlddﬂth-nd rape at
school has forced

The school had a total of
577 pupils aged between 14

and 18.
Of these, 306 were boys and
ITI Most pupils were

of peasant farm-

from Manoah Esipisu

ers and small businessmen.
Mot appointed a committee
to invest student indisci-
pline and Education Minister
Peter said it would ex-
amine the entire education
system "o find the roots of
indiscipline in schools.”

hwhll: blamed the
dll-l at St Kizito on drink-

ing and drug-taking by the
-Hﬂurulmhy

*tltch around 24 m
people and a
rate of more n.’...
& year. one

ﬂnmrlll
to keep up

l]hn

experts

é:si

point especially to lax
Management,

"Laxity and instability in
administration has led to rapid
growth in student indisct-
pline,” said the official. who
asked not to be named.

Most Kenyan children are
educated at state run public
schools which in some cases,
ltke St Kizito, are partly
funded by churches.

Up to one third of the pub-
lic secondary schools are
mixed boarding schools.

are a far cry from the
elte boarding :chnnln with lav-
tsh rounds and comfortable
sleeping quarters round in
highly countries,

In Kenya, pupils sleep In
cram dormitories. scram-
ble food In overcrowded
dining halls and have minimal

recreational facilities.

Dbt_:lphnt is often lubcr-ﬂl:.__

KARACHI : Government troops

watch during a procession of Shiite Muslims in
commemoration of the m-rt:rrdum.:rlm:m Hussain, in an effort to avert any clashes

with Muslims Sunday, as sectarian violence has been running high between both

communities.

—AFP photo

the plan does not mention
Soviet defence cuts. Without
these cuts, the t ventures
could in fact provide technol-
ogy that could ultimately be
used for weapons production.

The Newsweek said while
ecastern leaders studied
Gorbachev's proposals, a team
of Japanese experts flew to
Moscow last week "to figure
out the best way to beat swords
into profitable television sets.
VCRs(Video Cassette
Recorders) and automobiles.”

AP adds: Mikhatl
Gorbachev's meeting with
Western economic af-

firms his stature as a states-
men but will not end the po-
litical battle over economic
reforms, politiclans and
economists said Saturday.

"It doesn’t influence his po-
sition at all” in the economiec
debate, said Oleg Rumyan
a Social Democratic Pa
leader and radical Russian re-
public legislator. "Gorbachev
already has an image as a man
who can handle international
affairs.”

The reaction showed the
hurdles Gorbachev still faces
after meeting with leaders of
the Group of Seven industrial-
ized countries in London this
week. The President won a
coveted invitation to the meet-
ing and G-7 promises of tech-
nical assistance and advice, but
got no credits or investment.

"His game is political, and
this (summit) was economic,
and the two are not con-
nected.” said Tatyana
Koryagina, a Soviet govern-
ment economist.

Gorbachev went to outline a
reform plan and ask for

Western help to mordernise
key Soviet tries and make
the ruble a convertible cur-
rency.

Aid was intended to smooth
transition to a market econ-
omy for Soviet citizens who
are increasingly finding it im-
possible to make ends meet.

Price increases that took
effect in April pushed retail
prices 90 per cent higher than
they were last year. The gov-
ernment ordered wage in-
creases to compensate, but

they have lagged behind price
rises

The Soviet equivalent of
gross l}ltt;:ll prud;t
drop 0 cent in
n:f':::f of 1991 from the
same last year. Soviet
national income fell 12 per
cent in the first six months of
the year and industrial pro-
duction dropped 6.2 per cent,
the government. announced
while Gorbachev was in
London.

Gorbachev, after returning
Friday from London, called his
trip the beginning of a long
process of Soviet integration
into the world economy.

"l think our people will re-
ceive this with satisfaction,”
Gorbachev said. "There are
very complicated and respon-
sible tasks in front of us

But economist Leonid
Abalkin said in an interview
published Saturday in the
newspaper Arguments and
Facts that even with Western
aid, “"the situation will
during the next
year or year and a half®.

"We will face substantial
changes in the situation in five
years if we take enormous.”
Abalkin said.

Gorbachev reached final
agreement in London with US
President Bush on a long-
awaited nuclear weapons re-
duction treaty. That allowed
the leaders to set July 30-31
as the date for a superpower
summit in Moscow.

But Gorbachev will be hard-
pressed to lrll'.lllltl;! the
diplomatic gains into po-
litical battle over the economy
between reformers and hard-
liners.

The summit “will not make

any difference in the political
m Koryagina said in an

interview ‘with The Associated
Press.

Russian President Boris N
Yeltsin and other republic
chiefs favour radical reforms

by economist O
aviinsky., while the Soviet
vernment led by Prime
nister Valentin Paviov sup-

ports more cautious steps.
us to not the best, not
ideal reforms, but those that

mupuhleofmurﬁ:m

'Ml‘lm;‘hi_l
compromise between them.

Gorbachev's big test will
when top
Communist Party leaders meet
in a plenary session of the

olicy-setting Centrdl
ommitice. The session will
consider a proposed pro-re-

form pl.lthrll that iIs ex-
pected to irritate hard-liners
-Mwuﬂ:nlﬂlrﬂ
a party split.

Mhﬂﬂhﬂ:m
ports the new platform.

Misbod sl
a wartime tale

TOKYO

: As wartime idol Rikoran.

actress Yoshiko

Yamaguchi symbolized Japanese dreams of an Asia united un-
der Tokyo. The tale of how her beauty and talent charmed a

nation marching blindly toward defeat is bein Pcrﬁ:mu:d
a leading theater troupe to remind anlneu! their di s

trous militarist past, reports AP,

“Rikoran — The
Musical® is to be a
catharsis for older

Japanese still grappling
with their own roles in

their proud nation's defeat
and recovery.

For younger Japanese,
it's a powerful eye opener,
a history lesson usually left
out of textbooks, says
producer and director
Keita Asari. Asari decided
Japan's agonizing over
whether to get invo in
the Gulf War offered the
right opportunity to retell
Rikoran's story

"It's time to correct our

history, to make it clear just what hap

Young Ja

first run in Janua

pened.

have no idea of what happened just 50

years ago. How can they understand their own country's

position now if they have no idea of what we went through

carlier?” Asari said.
The musical has opened for a second run after a sell-out

ry. In the decades before World War 11,

Japan colonized Korea, Taiwan and much of northern China
secking natural resources and military influence to match

Western nations.

A ticket to earthly comforts

BANGKOK

: Thali women, secking western husbands to

provide them with a ticket to more comfortable lives, are
signing up with international match-making agencies in in-

numbers, reports AFP.

Such

ply a lucrative trade here that cashes in on

agencies
Thali women's dreams of marrying foreigners from economi-
cally advanced countries such as France, Britain, Germany and

the United States.
According

to a recent survey,

five international match-

making agencies have an average of 600 to 1000 applicants

each a year.

Some agencies reported a dramatic increase in business

during the

past three
be listed,

on for

years as women, who pay nothing to
foreign husbands.

When putting together video catalogues, the agencies cater
to western men's fantasies of Asian women as docile, submis-

sive and

During 'video-mhng

session, one agency advised a fe-

male client to look sweet and sexy and to wear a skirt.
Trousers are frowned upon as "unfeminine.

Sopa. 28 -year

-nldhnnknlerk,htyplmlnfﬂrmmwlm

enlist. After seeing a western film, she said, she began o0
dream of marrying a farang, the Thai term for western whites.

2.65 lakh economic crimes
L
in USSR last year
MOSCOW, More than 256,000 economic crimes were reg-
istered in the USSR last year. Grand embezzlement regis-

tered a 14.6 per cent, while corruption leaped by 9

per cent,

Agribusiness has ranked first on the list of crime-affected
sectors of the Soviet economy, accounting for 40 per cent of

all embezzlement cases,

report IAN.
Pravda reports state-sector goods are

up en masse

to be resold at exorbitant prices. Underground shops are
They use raw materials snatched away from

mushrooming.
the state sector by bribes. The shadow economy

bribes its way

to the tractors, timber, and farm produce. and to the banks

which t to unde
than not

und business credits worth millions.
credits are not repaid. The trick is

done by fake bankruptcies and bubble cooperatives. The in-
vestigation recently conducted into fifty such crimes alone

an economic damage worth about one billion roubles.
As the Soviet economy is emaciated by its chronic dis-

cases, its "shadow” is thriving.

Y'slav army unit
stages rebellion

LJUBLJANA (Yugoslavia).
July 22 : An airborne unit of
the Yugoslav federal army
staged a short-lived rebellion
the day after the central gov-
ernment announced that fed-
eral forces were pulling out of
the northern republic of

Slovenia, Defence Ministry said

Powerful blast
rocks Kabul

KABUL, July 22 : A powerful

hl.-L attributed by imm
kesman to an ou
rattled Kabul tod:

as Hulllml prepared to cele-
brate an annual religious festi-
val in the Afghan capital, re-
ports AFP.

The loud explosion oc-
curred at 9.00 am (0430 GMT)

the Salanwat area, where

in
the Alghan state television sta-

tion is located.

Kabul TV stopped broad-
casting after the blast, but nt
was not known if the
tion was linked to the explo-
ston.

Diplomats said they saw
soldiers on the streets near
the TV tower, but could not

give details.
A mment spokesman
said noise was that of a

‘sectarian

here Sunday, reports AFP.

The ministry quoted a fed-
eral pilot who defected to
independence-minded
Slovenia as saying that the
mutiny, which was aborted for
unknown reasons, had oc-
curred at an airficld in Bosnia-

The statement said the re-
voit had been led by Colonel

ubomir Bajic, commander of
Fifth Air Corps. whose
zone covers Slovenia.

Col Bajic had ordered his

into the air fully armed
to attack Slovenia and Croatian
targets from Bihac airfield. the
statement said.

*The action was for
unknown reasons when the
phne- were already in mid-

" the statement said. :

Three killed
in Ireland

BELFAST. July 22 : A man
was shot dead by gunmen in
predominantly Protestant East
Belfast on Saturday, taking the
Northern Ircland death toll to
three In less than 24 hours,
police said. reports AFP.

Saturday's killing occurred
in a warchouse, they added.
There were no detalls on the
identity of the victim.

On Friday two men were
shot and killed in separate
attacks iIn the

British-ruled province.

NEW DELMI, July 22 : Twe
retired Indian army officers
have been arrested and



