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The Spirit of Ashura

Once again the day is upon us, bringing with it
the painful memories of the tragic event and also
the universal teachings that has remained as a
guide to our lives. On the 10th day of Muharram
— called Ashura — Prophet Mohammad's (SM)
grandson, Hazrat Imam Hossain, was treacher-
ously slain by power—hungry Yazid to gain the
reins of the nascent Islamic empire. The peaceful

of Imam Hossain was surprised and
m by a well armed contingent of Yazid's
army in the field of Karbala, in Iraq. What
followed was a tlassic battle between and
righteousness, between treachery and forthright-
ness and, most importantly, between brute force
and the spirit of reason and justice. Brute force
prevatled, as it often does in the short term.
Imam Hossain, along with several members of his
family, was killed. The story goes that Imam
Hossain's was made to suffer agonising
days and nights without food and water before all
of them fell in the struggle to uphold the princi-
ples of Islam. Treachery won the day. But the val
es and principles represented by the valiant
of Islam, won the verdict of history.
Today, it is the sacrifice of Imam Hossain and his
family that we venerate, not the cruetly of Yazid.

All over the world the Muslims observe this day
invokes the memory of a very tragic
event in the history of Islam. It serves as a re-
how the path of light and truth is often
trampled by the wielders of the brite force. It
also serves to remind the Muslims that they must
be ready to make all sorts of sacrifice to bring

ace and prosperity to their community, as the
ollowers of our Prophet (SM) did 1400 years ago.

As we look back on the achievements of the
Islamic civilization we are forced to ask ourselves
the question that how truly are we living up to
the traditions left behind for us by those great
souls ? Today when so many Muslims in Asia,
Africa and in other parts of the world are still

in poverty and ignorance, the thought
that naturally comes to mind, on the occasion of
Ashura, is that we should perhaps resolve to emu-
late the sacrifice of the early leaders of Islam to
build for us a society of justice and fairness that
our Prophet (SM) wanted us to, and His grand-
son, Imam Hossain, laid down his very life to in-
spire us towards.

SAARC and ASEAN

The discussion held here on Saturday between
President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom and Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia on the future of
SAARC has raised some hope that this seven-na-
tion regional grouping would now adopt a busi-
nesslike agenda for its future expansion. To trans-
late this hope into reality, the leaders of the al-
liance and their officials should look at every pro-
ject carefully, review the progress in its imple-
mentation and, wherever necessary, readjust its
focus and perspective. In doing so, they must pay
increased attention to economic co-operation
among members, in the light of
recommendations made at the recent meeting of
SAARC foreign minsters held in Male.

At this stage, it would be unrealistic to call for
immediate implementation of proposals made at
the Maldives capital, such as the one for the
introduction of the Most Favoured Nation
Treatment (MFNT) system in trade among all the
members of the alliance. If it is done in phases,
based on reciprocity among members concerned,
with certain ceiling imposed on volume of trade
moving from one country to another, the
introduction of the system should make a good
start towards increased economic collaboration
among countries in South Asia.

In this context, it is imperative for this region
to take notice of the trends which are shaping
the economies in our neighbourhood. The annual
meeting of foreign ministers of the Association of
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) held in Kuala
Lumpur over the weekend has given full support
to a Thai proposal for the establishment of an
"ASEAN Free Trade Area sometime by the turn of
the century.” The proposal which has received
full endorsement from the Prime Minister of the
host nation, Dr Mahathir Mohammad, provides
South East Asia's answer to the emerging single
market in Europe and the free-trade area linking
Canada, Mexico and the United States.

ASEAN leaders have no illusions about difficul-
ties in reaching the goal. The countries of the six-
nation grouping are at different stages of their
econoemic development. Contrary to rhetoric,
there are fears within the alliance about domina-
tion of economically weaker countries by stronger
ones as well as about various imbalances
distorting the trade pattern. These fears are
similar to those expressed by smaller European
countries — for that matter, even by Britain —
about their own integration plan.

In offering a number of ideas as to how the
difficulties can be overcome, members of ASEAN
have recognised that there is really no alternative
to regional integration, in one form or another. In
this respect, SAARC countries must also face the
same fact, although their approach to the
situation may be different from that of ASEAN. On
-the other hand, South Asian countries should also
face another emerging reality : How will the
proposed ASEAN free trade zone affect the
economic relations between this region and
South East Asia, especially in investment and
joint ventures? While one should hope that the
ASEAN venture will be outward-looking and
promote strong ties with countries in Asia. there
should be a long-range study for the setting up of
some links, formal or informal, between ASEAN
and SAARC. However, what is important at this
stage is to demonstrate the viability and
effectiveness of the grouping in South Asia as well
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as to prove to the rest of the continent that this -

region, with a population of over a billion people,
has much to offer to ASEAN and to other

regional
alliances. That is the way to lay the basis for a
genuine partnership among nations across Asia.

African

gress’s first national confe-
rence inside South Africa for
30 years. But president Nelson
Mandela gave them what they
wanted — pride In their
movement and a firm
commitment that the ANC
would stick to its conditions
on the
constitutional talks with the
government.

Later, at a in Durban,
he emphasised that negotia-
tions had not been ru out.
Once the government released
remaining political prisoners
and took action to end town-
ship viclence, the ANC would
return to negotiations with its
head held high and not as pau-
pers begging for crumbs.

Mandela's position was
enhanced by the national
conference, which ended on
July 7. Although he came
under some criticism for
autocratic attitudes, Mandela's
approach to negotiations was
endorsed. His unanimous
election to succeed the afling
Oliver Tambo as president has
put him on a par with FW. de
Klerk as the clected leader of
his movement.

The long election proce-
dure at the conference was
notable for its honesty and its
production of a balanced lead-
ership. This was no accident.
Nobody stood against Mandela
as president, but the post of
deputy president was more
problematic.

Commentators had pre-
dicted a fight between the pro
and anti negotiation forces,
with the of the ANC's in-
ternational department, Thabo
Mbeki, representing the -
tiators, and Chris Hani, chief o
staflf of the military wing,
Umkhonto we Stizrwe, repre-
senting the militants.

Mbeki, son of the veteran
ANC and communist leader
Goven Mbeki, had for years
been seen as the most able and

HE opening of an 'Ase-

an Week' trade festival

in Seoul recently belied
the increasing alarm in South
Korea over the explosive
growth of the economies of
South-cast Asia.

After a decade of double-

digit economic growth, South
Korea — one of Asia's so-called

| little dragons' — is losing its

roar and analysts say its econ-
omy is at a dangerous cross-
roads.

Stealing much of its fire are
the littler dragons of South-
cast Asia — Singapore,
Malaysia, Thailan and
Indonesia — which have been
growing at or near double-digit
rates the past three to five
years.

Much of that growth has
been due to a dramatic in-
crease in light manufacturing
and the production of the sort
of export-oriented electronic
and household goods that
South Korea itself excelled at
until it fell victim to its own
SUCCESS.

South Korea's tremendous
export-led growth throughout
the 1980's led to trade friction
with its largest trading part-
ner, the United States, which
reacted to mushrooming trade
deficits with Seoul by forcing
the latter open its domestic
market to freer trade — and
imports. '

The biggest beneficiary of

| that opening hasn't been US

industry but the littler dragons

ses for delegates to the
National Con-

resumption of

ANC Elects a

Changes in South Africa have started to come thick and fast. In the past few days the long-
standing sports boycotts have been lifted, and Washington has relaxed some of its economic
sanctions. In the meantime the African National Congress has held a historic conference
in Durban and has elected a leadership which reflects the approach the ANC will take in
the crucial month ahead.

modern-minded of the ANC
leaders In exile. Prior o the
legalisation of the ANC inside
South Alfrica, he had been

tipped as a possible successor
to the Tambo-Mandela genera-
tion al the top of the ANC. He
may still achieve that, though

The ANC's new leadership

Thabo Mbeki

South Korea

he has denied any ambitions in
that direction.

After the return of the lead-
ing exiles, Chris Hani grew in

stature as a possible competi-
tor for influence and r.
Unlike the cnrnmantr of
Umkhonte, Joe Modise, he
‘had

guerrillas and, more '
among the comrades in the

Since his return and his
adoption of a posture which 1s
strongly critical of compro-
mise, Hani's support among
the comrades has grown.
Operating mainly from Trans-
skel (where rumours sug-
grsted that he was maintaining
Umkhonto forces in radiness
should negotiations break
down), Hani has been seen as
the voice of the militants
against Mbeki's position of
negotiating the ANC Inteo
power,

hcA fight between them for
the post of president
would have m at
this stage, when the ANC
needs to overcome its faflure
to quickly and inefl-
rtn[g. its problem of merg
the extled and the inte
wings of the movement and of
reconciing the negotiators
with the militants. So shortly
before the conference, it was

stated that they would not be

and instead 79-year-
old Walter Sisulu was eclected
deputy president.

Mandeld and Sisulu make

up an experienced and reso-
lute team. embody the
old ANC but a commit-
ment to negotiations, t
on the ANC’s terms. are
leaders with whom both the
moderates and the radicals can
work.
But Sisulu, six years older
than Mandela, can occupy
the position for lzﬂ of
years. He looks frafl and cannot
take the workload that
Mandela can, let alone Mbeki
or Hanl. So he may step down
within the next couple of
years, and the race will be on
agin.

This was clear from elec-
tion for the national executive
committee. Hani the
list of 50 elected members
(140 candidates stood for 5O
elected positions — 40 others
are members by right of the
offices to which they have been
appointed or elected in the
provinces and different ANC
organs). Hant received the vote
of 94.7 per cent of the 2.000
or so delegates. Mbeki was a
close second with 93 cent,
Third was Joe Slovo, with 89.8
per cent.

Nearly 30 of those elected
are members of or have close
links with the Communist
Party, but this does not indi-
cate CP control. Many CP
members are ANC members
first and are fiercely loyal to
the movement, and see no
contradiction in joint mem-

Enter the Little Dragons

of South-ecast Asia, imports
from which are flooding into
South Korea, wreaking havoc
not only on the country's bal-
ance of payments but, more
worrisome, threatening the
profitability of key segments of
South Korean industry.

The six nations that make
up the Association ol South-
cgst Asian Nations (ASEAN) —
Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Thailand, Brunei, and the
Philippines — together consti-
tute South Korea's third

largest export market. But im-
ports from those countries
now exceed South Korea's ex-
ports to the region.

Moreover, these imports
are rising rapidly in value and
are increasingly manufactured
goods of the sort which com-
pete directly with Korean-
made goods — but arc often
cheaper.

In 1990, South Korea's ex-
ports to ASEAN totalled
US8$5.06 billion, up 27.4 per
cent from the year before,
while imports from the region
increased 22.6 per cent to
US$5.08 billion, according to
South Korean trade and indus-
try ministry statistics.

South Korea's ‘dragon’ economy is at a
dangerous crossroads, seriously threatened
by the aggressively industrialising coun-
tries of South-east Asia. Robin Elsham of

IPS reports from Tokyo.

The first quarter trade
deficit of US$114 million was

almost five times that regis-

tered in the whole of last year

and represented an even more
alarming trend when exam-
ined more closely.

A sharp rise in the portion
of industrial goods amongst
the ASEAN imports consti-
tuted a dangerous threat to the
Korean manufacturing sector,
according to economic ana-
lysts, commenting en the lat-
est quarterly trade [igures.

Industrial goods, which
made up only 15 per cent of
the value of imports from
ASEAN nations in the mid-
1980s, soared to 45.4 per
cent last year, far surpassing
the average 8.9 per cent gain
in the proportion of manufac-
tured goods to all imports.

This threat to South Korea's
manufacturing sector will only

increase with time, according
to Im Dong Sung, director of
the Samsung Economic
Institute in Seoul.

“Their (ASEAN nations)
indigenous competitiveness
has been beefed up by aggres-
sive export drives and the at-
traction of foreign capital and
expertise,” said Sung.

"It will be further strength-
ened by US, European and
Japanese companies that have
production plants in the re-
gion,” he added.

The threat from ASEAN
couldn't have come at a worse
time for South Korea which,
over the first four months this
year, suffered a trade deficit of
US$6.04 billlon dollars, ex-
ceeding the government's tar-
geted deficit of six billion dol-
lars for the entire year.

Business analysts expect the
trade crisis to intensify in

coming months due to two po- -
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address.
Moral development
and UN

Sir, It is a fact that at pre-

| sent immorality is the root of

all sorts of disorder, dishon-
esty. injustice and corruption
at individual, social-and global
level. Moral de ation has
become a serious threat to our
social and global peace and
discipline. Moral pollution is
more dangerous than envi-
ronmental pollution.

Meanwhile, it is heartening
to know from news items in
various dailies that Dr. Abu
Obaidul Huque, Professor and
Coordinator of the Institute for
Advancement of Science and
Technology Teaching has sent
a detailed proposal, viz. a
"Moral Development Approach
(MDA)", to the UN Secretary
General. It is really a very
timely step. No social and
world peace can be established
without moral development of
the people.

Dr. Haque has sent a copy of
proposal to the
Bangladesh Foreign Ministry to
forward it to the United
Natjons with a riate rec-
ommendation. For kind infor-

- mation and valued considera-

tion he has also sent copies of
the proposal to the Honourable

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
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President, the Prime Minister
and several members of the
Parllament. We hope that the
Bangladesh Government and
Foreign Ministry will forward
this very important proposal to
the UN, and will follow and

pursue it for its implementa-
tion.

Further, we believe that all
nations of the world will come
forward to cooperate with the
United Nations to serve this
noble cause.

S. M. A. Faiz
Dean, Faculty of Biological -
Scilences, University of Dhaka.

VAT at what cost ?

Sir, The metal marketing
weeklies indicate that the
current export price of steel
materials from European coal
and steel community of EEC, is
WY less com-
pared to local producers’
price. At the moment reinfore-
ing M8 rods or wire rods or
merchant bars are available at
US dollar 285.00 FOB per ton
including exporter's commis-
sion. Thus the landed cost ex-
dlldﬂ duties, taxes etc. is
around Tk 13,000.00 per MT.
On the other hand, price of
the locally produced billet, the

—

raw material for MS rods or
wire rods, exceeds Tk
16,000.00 *per MT. And the
foreign exchange component
is more than the dollar cost in
case of finished products if
one calculates the cost of all
materials, services, inciden-
tals ete. In the context of the
above should we continue to
calculate VAT at various stages
involving poor productivity and
poor performances? Since dol-
lar is just available in SEM
locally we should consider
what items we should produce
because there is no fun in pro-
ducing items at a higher than
world market price!

Saditk Alee
Moyhbazar, Dhaka.

A patient's questions

Sir, As a patient (or as
escort fo patients), | am more
or less a regular visitor to
medical eclinics (medical
practitioners, GPs, specialists,
dentists), chambers, and
pharmaceutical shops where
the doctors attend. Some are
large meédical centres operated

by a number of professionals. I

have a few questions to ask, in
publie interest. |

n]Hwﬂwlnmmtu.

authorities find out how many
fents visit a doctor, and
much fees a doctor earns,

as. fho numbered receipt is

given to the glthntn
r amounts paid? | em-
barrassed to ask for a
b)] Can doctors
medicines? One dector tried
to sell me banned imported
medicines, recommending

sell

those were more effective. It is
a lucrative business.

c) Although the GPs and
specialists display their
nameplates with the profes-
sional qualifications after their
names, [ have found more than
one ‘'dentist’ not displaying
their qualification in writing
on the nameplate, signboard or
prescription. However some
doctors display their registra-
tion numbers. It would be
reassuring for the patient to
know the qualifications of the
doctor attending him/her.

d) In multd-clinics, it is dif-
ficult to identify who 1is
‘assistant’ and who is doctor.
In some large dental clinics,
unqualified attendants -might
be working on the patient,

of the

under the nugcwllbn
doctor who is busy somewhere

~around, or attending another
E:ti:nL A nameplate on the *

dy, and/or a dress code
would ally the misgivings of
the patients. It is rude to ask
‘Are you the doctor or the as-
sistant?’ |

I should not be asking
questions on routine practices.
There should be no scope for
malpractices. Some sort of
body or organisation should be
looking after the patients’ in-
terests. | have heard sto-
ries of various degrees of mal-

ractices; some from dector
riends, who accuse some of
their professional colleagues.
Perhaps some investigative re-
porting would improve the
private medical service. The

majority of the patients can
hardly afford 'modern’
medical bills.

A! Mooz

Dhalen.

‘rice milling

- also

these I

ltical factors. Seoul's chief

trade negotiator, Park Soo Gil,
recently remarked that it was
his "personal view” that allow-
ing rice imports amounting to
three to five per cent of South
Korean consumption will be
unavoidable once Tokyo agrees
to do the same.

Confronted with the alarm-

ing increase (n its trade

t, Seoul has been aggres-
sively cultivating new markets

 OPINION

Automatic Rice Mills :
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Balanced Leadership

by Keith Somerville

negotiations, while some non-
Communists are more radical,

Other NEC members
clected included Pallo Jordan
fwho has been critical of the
CP recently), former UDF
Secretary General Popo
Molefe, press spokesperson
Gill Marcus and her
from the

ng act) is the
ANC intelligence chief Jacob
Zuma. A man whose
record entitles him to nﬂ
office, he 1s also the main

Problems and Prospects

Automatic rice milling sys-
tem is not traditional age-
old process of husking paddy.
This industry can prospec-
tively put far contri-
bution towards fulfilment of
national requirement of self-
sufficiency in food and through
proper utilisation of its wastes
it can save huge amount of
valuable foreign exchange. In
consideration of these aspects
of automatic rice milling sys-
tem, a special stress was laid
on this industry in the Second
Five-Year Plan. and subse-
quently in Interim Two-Year
Development Plan and an
amount of Tk. 22 crore was
earmarked for investment
towards enhancement of
further five lac tons production
capacity in this industrial
sector. Having  being
encouraged by the said
industrial policy of the
government the enthusiasts
came forward for establish-
ment of automatic rice milling
industry.

In Bangladesh which is
mainly an agricultural country
with an undeveloped industrial
sector and which. remains
always perplexed with food
dﬂﬂnltncy.rpﬂtablinhnmnt as
well as jon of automatic
industry is
undoubtedly the crying need
towards meeting the national
requirement. Because, th
this process the best
utilisation of our -staple food
stuff is not only ensured but it
lays the foundation fer
establishment of other kinds of
relevant industries. By ensu-
ring constant supply of
adequate pure rice bran, it can
help establishment of bran-eil
industry, It 1s also feasible to
mbh.h sodium silicate

utilising of bran.

Inﬂz:?ﬂl' the above reali-
ties, automatic rice milling
industry deserves constant
government help, co-operation
and . But, il luck
would have it, due to defective
government food policy — net
related with actual conditions
— and also because of lack of
real and patroni-
sation from the govern-
ment/concerned ministry this

important industrial sec-

In Bangladesh, about B50
automatic rice mills have so far

been established. The total
amount of eapital investment
would be near about Taka 50
crore, of which 60/70% was
made available from
Investment Development
Organisation and nationalised
commercial & industrial
banks, and the rest 30/40%
was invested by the en-
trepreneurs themselves. In
most cases, the small capital-
ists have invested their whole
life’s $avings in this industry,

At present, this industrial
sector feces complete].
"uncertainty”. As a result, on
one hand the future of crores
of Taka of government invest-:
ment has become uncertain;
on the. other, the investors

having-just small capital are

going to be bankrupts and beg-
gars, and also thousands of
labourers engaged in this
industry have already been
thrown ouf of employment.

In_our country, generally.
where investment of capital is-
a very discouraging matter,
such unfavorable circumstance
will not only cause coldssal
financial loss to the concerned
industrialists, investors and'
capital lending banks/ organi-
zations, but will alsao
discourage establishment of
new industries to the great
detriment of the national
development at large. |

Heénce, tn order to safe-
guard the interest of state-
owned capital {nvestment
organisations, ensure security
of small private ecapitals,
encourage private investment
in industries, create fields for
more employment, and ensure
attainment of self-sulfictency
in food, it is now considered to
be the responsibility of the
Industries Ministry to make
suitable provisions for protec-
tion and security of the auto-
matic rice milling industry. It
is earnestly hoped by the af-
fected agencies that in the
greater national interest the
Industries Ministry, capital in-
vestment organisations/banks,
Food Ministry/Directorate will
come forward, without any
further delay. to take c¢on-
certed and construetive deci-
sions in the matter.

Safl Islam
Thanapara, Pabna.



