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France to expel
75,000 foreigners

PARIS, July 20 : France on @i major political controversy

Friday ordered its regional
administrators to issue resi-
dency papers to 25,000 poliu-
cal asylum seckers and pre-
pare to expel 75,000 others,
Interior Ministry sources said,
reports Reuter.

Prime Minister Edith
Creason announced the move
earller this month but the
countrywide order to the
administrators. or perfects,
gave the greenlight to carry

out.
The action is ltkely to cre-

US to sell $546m’

arms to Arab
countries

WASHINGTON. July 20: The
United States said on Friday it
planned to sell 546 million
dollars’ worth of weapons to
Oman. Egypt and Morocco, in-
cluding 20 F-16S to modernise
Morocco's air force, reports
Reuter.

All three Arab countries
were supporters of the US-led
military coalition against Iraq
in the Gulf War.
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in France, French op-
pose¢ allo the 25,000 to
stay while s are against

expelling the 75,000,

The 100,000 foreigners in
volved, most of them from the
Third World, are people

whose political asylum applica-
tions were rejected because
authorities found they were

fleeing poor economic condi |

tions rather than political
persecution.

Cression caused a national |

row this month when she re-

fused to rule out de-
E:ruuun Mlights people
und to be in France fllegally.

Liberals say the move
smacks of ractsm. The only

past example of such flights
was for residents of Mall, a

black African state.
Officials told re rs the
perfects were to to give

residency papers to people to
whose asylum request were

rejected but who had arrived

in France before 1989, had not

been involved in acts of public

disorder and were employed

or had good chances of get-
a job.
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Iraq drives US relief workers: i

has driven US relicf workers from the southern marshlands

where they were ﬂnumﬂ-urmﬁspuﬂeemmblé
persecution the Baghdad regime, the State Department
said Friday. reports from Washington.

"After allowing executive delegation (Prince Sadruddin Aga
Khan) to visit the marsh region last week, Iraqi authorities
expelled the UN reliefl workers Sadruddin had placed there
and they reinstated the military blockade of the area.” said
spokesman Richard Boucher,

Canada welcomes Winnie's visit :

Canada has agreed to waive the | tion Act to allow
Winnie Mandela to vacation in the country while she is ap-
pealing a six-year jail sentence in South Africa, reports AP
from Ottaua,

Immigration Minister Bernard Valcourt, after consulting
the External Affairs Department, has to issue the wife
of South African anti-apartheid leader Nelson Mandela a min-
isterial permit, department spokesman Gerry Malffre con-
firmed Friday.

2 Croatian policemen killed :

Unidentified assailants killed two Croatian policemen and
wounded five others Friday during an armed clash between
Serbian and Croatian nationalists in the village of Siraca, east
of Zagreb. the Croatian news agency Hina reported, AFP from
Zagreb says.

The two policemen, identified as lvica Silkovic and Zeljko
Cirndric, died after they had been taken to a
ng a nine-ycar-old girl and an old man. were wounded in an
“attack by terrorists” from the village of Mirkovci on the town
of Vinkovici, in Slavonia, a Croatian region with a large

Serbian minority.
Another electrical problem hits Atlantis :

NASA on Friday encountered new electrical trouble with
space shuttle Atlantis. this time in the firing circuit used to
scparate the orbiter from the external fuel tank during as-
cent. AP from Cape Canaveral says.

The eircuit failed to work properly during testing. and
workers discovered a damaged wire in the rear comipartment.

it was not known whether the latest problem would deiay
Tuesday’'s launch, NASA spokeswoman Lisa Malone said. The
wire will need to be repaired or replaced, she said.

it is the third equipment problem this week for Atlantis.

An electronic component in the ship's solid rocket booster
system was replaced Thursday after those firing circuits failed
to give readings. There also was a problem with testing cir-
cuits for one of 23 units that link the shuttle's main comput-
ers and major components.

4-month workers' strike goes in Peru :
Peru's four-month-old health strike was suspended Friday,
health officials said, as 70,000 state health workers agreed to
return to work in exchange for pay raises. reports AP from

The ending of the health workers' strike follows that of
4,500 state social security doctors, who returned to work
July 2. Some 270.000 teachers, civil construction workers
and tax collection workers are still on strike for higher pay.

The workers. who their strike March 15, said they
would suspend their s for 90 days while pay negotiations
continued with the government.

Meanwhile, the workers accepted increases of between
dirs 50 and dirs 75. Before the increases, most health
workers earned on the equivalent of dirs 50.

‘]l thank all the sectors of the health workers who have
reached an agreement,” Health Minister Victor Yamamoto
told reporters Friday night. "Let's stop looking at the past and
look to the future.”

But the health workers' union accepted the increases only
on a lemporary basis, claiming wages were still too low to
cope with a monthly inflation rate bordering 10 per cent.

Iraq accuses Iran of aiding violence : iray
authorities Friday accused Iran of stirring up violence in
irag's northern Kurdish areas and said "infiltrators”
I:haen arrested, AFP from Nicosia reports.

“Iranfan elements, and others hired by Iran inflltrated
across the border,” Iragi Minister of Information and Culture
Hamed Youssel Hammadi said, according to an Iranian News
Agency dispatch monitored in .

UN offictals said in Geneva some 500 people had been
killed or wounded in fierce clashes between Iraqi troops and
Kurdish residents of the cities of Sulaymantyah and Arbil in
northeastern Iraq over the past two days.

Baker seeks Fahd's support on peace talks:
US Secretary of State James A Baker 111 is looking for support
from King Fahd of Saudi Arabia on a US formula for Arab-
Isracli negotiations, AP from Cairo says.

Since Egypt and Syria are already on board, Baker's
chances of succeeding are good. But he may have a tougher
time persuading the king to end the Arab economic boyeott of
“the Jewish state. |

Saudi Arabia, with fts ofl wealth and Muslim holy places,
commands respect in the Arab world. its explicit approval of
US President Bush's formula for a peace conference and even
a hint that it would stop trying to strangle Israel's economy
could be crucial.

Hussein of Jordan. for instance, has not committed

on peace talks with Isracl. And Baker's attempts to
shatter the boycott earlier in the year were rejected — not
only by the Arabs but by Isracl because part of the deal Baker
proposed would be a freeze on new Jewish settlements. Israel
also has not welcomed the US plan, but Arab cooperation
could pressure Jerusalem to compromise.

ang President Hosni Mubarak endorsed the trade
after to Baker in Alexandria.
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[raq tried to build 2 huge superguns
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Democratic Party (KDPF). told
Reuter in this northern Iragi
town.

Kirkukli said tension had
spilled into-the former allted
security gone from which
western troo withdrew on
., but had been no

there.

taken prisoner and six Iragi
tanks had been destroyed and
11 captured. The prisoners
were ing held in Sulai-

3

Kirkukli said KDP lecader
Masoud Barzani. in au-
tonomy negotiations (n
Baghdad, had ordered factions
grouped in the Kurdistan front
to send a delegation to

Sulatmantya.

“Both delegations tried to
stop the prob from getting
bigger.” he said.

Kirkukll satd Kurdish rebeis
seized 10 Iragli Republican
Guard officers inside the
former alled zone on

The officers were on
way from Iraqi Prestdent
Saddam Hussein's summer
palace at Sirsenk to Dahuk.
just outside the zone, and were
taken to KDP headquarters at
Zawita, he sadd.

“We told them to never
wander in this area un-

less Kurdish rebels the
10 officers and

them to the town of . an
Iragi mili training base
south of

The United States and its
European allies have banned
Iragi troops and aircraft from
entering the former refu

- 2,500 taken prisoner, six
tanks destroyed by Kurds

haven set up in April after two
milion Kurds fled to Turkey
and [ran.

But they allowed a small
contingent of lragqi Republican
Guards to remain in Saddam's

Kirkukli also said Kurds
an lragl military truck
towards Zawita on
t later left it go.

“We have not yet reached an
auto agreement, but the
Kurdish peopie are alert and
:mm.ﬂuum:

ﬂﬂt:‘lllﬁﬂ " he
said of the autonomy negotia-
Baghdad.

“We are still optimistic we
agreement,

tions in
Kirkukli said the sftuation
in Irbfl and had
returmed to normal the
clashes, but the | ap-

peared to be s
their forces in Faidah and dig-
trenches near
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clared components for two su-

Shaykhan.
e have called In rein- l!Itl“ltJHhm,

forcements for Dahuk” he

150 km (90 miles) north of

added. but did not elaborate. Baghdad.
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Presidency statement army troops should withdraw from Slovenia within three months. -

‘ —AFP photo
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avia): Yugoslav army soldiers man a heavy artill piece d an
al barracks in Slevenia Friday. According to t.hc.g mznl

ursday's F

‘Rangoon a hell for human rights’

US to impose economic

Burma "a hell for human
rights,” a US senator an-
nounced that US President
Bush had decided to impose
economic sanctions against the
military-run Southeast Asian
nation, reports AP,

“This action will again affirm
that the people of the United
States stand together with the
Bammese people, and against
the brutal dictatorship that
enslaves them.” Sen. Daniel
Patrick Moynihan said in a
statement received Saturday.

In his statement to the US
senate, Moynihan also lauded
opposition leader Aung San
Sun Kyi, who Saturday began
her third year under house ar-
rest in the Burmese capital
Rangoon. :

Moynihan sponsored a sec-
tion of the US Customs and
Trade Act of 1990 which re-
quired the US president to
impose sanctions against
Burma if certain conditions
were not met by that country.

These conditions include
cooperation in efforts to curb

the heroin and opium trade,
the release of political prison-
ers, the end of martial law and

100 boxes

NEW DELHI, July 20 : The
body of a man accused of
helping the killers of former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
was found Saturday hn:ﬁ:g
from a tree near a house re
the police were holding him,
news reports said, reports AP.

N Shanmugam, a confessed
smuggler who was arrested
Wednesday, allegedly escaped
Friday night from a govern-
ment lnang house. United
News of India quoted un-
named officials as saying

It said Shanmugam's body
was found early Saturday in a
park near the house In
Vedaranyam in the southern
state of Tamil Nadu.

"Maybe he was killed or
maybe he committed suicide.
It is still not certain and we
should go to the bottom of
this." Press Trust of India
quoted an unnamed police

sancti

e
BANGKOK, July 20 : Calling

ons on Burma

the transfer to power by the
military to a civilian govern-
ment. ,
Th US State Department has
estimated some 2.000
Burmese have been detained
for political reasons.
. th?usnflnm@ midtn;- say Suu

yi, ter of Aung San.
the legendary hero of Burma's
independence struggle t
Britain, lives a Spartan ;g and
is not allowed visitors to her
home on University Avenue in
Rangoon.

Suu Kyi, 46, was swept into
prominence during the na-
tionwide pro-democracy
uprising in 1988. The nation of
4] million has been ruled by
the military since it overthrew
a civilian government in 1962.

Moynihan said he had been
notified the US State
Department that the Bush ad-
ministration has decided to
implement economic sanc-
tions against Burma. His
statement did not say when
the sanctions would be im-
posed.

The State could
not be immediately be reached
for details.

"The US market will not

Rajiv's killer found deaﬂ,
explosives

Shanmugam was the 13th
persop to have been arrested
in connection with Gandhi's
May 21 assassination in a bomb
blast at an election rally near
Tamil Nadu's capital of
Madras.

Investigators suspect the
suicide attack that killed the
assassin, Gandhi and 16 others
was masterminded by Sri
Lankan Tamil separatists, the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam. .

had confessed
he used to smu arms and
radios for the
from northern Sri Lanka to
Tamil Nadu where the rebels
are known to have set up

bases.

Sri Lanka s from
India 50 kilometres (30
miles) of Sea.

Press Trust said

to Burma as long
as it remains a hell for human
rights.”" he said.

Moynihan said the State
Department listed the refusal
to renew a bilateral textile

t with Burma as the
first sanction that would be
imposed. Of Burma's 22 mil-
lion dollars in to the
United States in 1990, textiles

and the European Community
already have an arms embargo
on Burma,

The senator, who is a mem-
ber of the Senate committee
on Foreign Relations, said the
US congress would continue to
work to increase pressure on
the Burmese regime.

He said there were plans to
"shame the dictators of Burma
before the entire world com-
munity” at the annual meeting
of the US General Assembly
this fall.

According to Burma's mili-
tary Suu Kyl is allowed to leave
Burma anytime she wants

recovered

Shanmugam had feared the
Tamil Tigers would try to kill
him because he had disclosed
vital information. He was also
reported to be ressed after
he was rebuked by his
uncle for being involved in the

assassination.

United News said
's death is a major
setback to the inves tion

because he had to be

‘Suu Kyi a
symbol of
democracy’

CANBERRA. July 20
Australia has condemned the
six-month extension of house
arrest in of Aung San

Suu :
of Burma's hopes for
democracy. reports AFP.

in a statement, Forei
Minister Gareth Evans cal

rested two ago today.
He that more than
a year had passed since
Burma's election, In
which the won almost 60

per cent of the vote and more

than 80 per cent of the seats.
"The 1990 election result

revealed that Aung San Suu Kyt

was seen as synonymous with a
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economic programme.

The Gorbachevs arrived at the opera house 15 minutes
before the start of Gloacchino Rossinf's jolly opera. based on
MCM&

Isaacs said hev remarked (o him : “It's a great plea-
sure to get away from the real world into fantasy -

I sadd to him: 'Mr. President. this is the real world for
me, trying to make the Royal Opera House pay its way. ™

The 183-year-old opera house. which clatms to present
more opera and ballet performances than any other house in
the has been facing a 5 million pounds (dirs 8.3 mil-

hevs
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Life hell without servants

KUWAIT : Fatima Rabah's life is hell "We just can't live

act, an affront to their self-esteem.
Thkrdhhmmbydﬂdmnuﬂ: labour from
India, Lanka, the Philippines and Bangladesh. But thou-
sands of servants fled the country during the lragli occupation
and have not returmed
Many Kuwaitis resolved to becomé more self-reliant.
Women who had never worked before took coo courses
while in exile in Egypt and Saudi Arabia.
But other Kuwaitis are not enjoying the chores
house one bit

Evans called on General
Saw Maung and other mem-
bers of the Burmese State Law
and Order Reform Council
(SLORC) to “release San
Suu Kyi and other political
leaders and to work together
with them in the essential and
urgent task of democratisation
and-reconstruction in Burma.”

ASEAN greets
Cambodian
National
Council

KUALA LUMPUR, July 20 :
Members of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) announced here Fri-
day that they would accredit
representatives to Cambodia’'s
Supreme National Council
(SNC).

In a statement released just
before a two-day annual meet-
ing. the ASEAN foreign minis-
ters said that they felt it now
necessary to recognise the
SNC because the council was
"constituted and functioning.”

ASEAN groups: Brunei, In-
donesia, Malaysia, the Philip-
pines, and Thailand.

The ASEAN ministers said
that it was important that all
efforts be made to ensure that
the current momentum to-
wards peace in Cambodia is
maintained, and they urged in-

ternational support for the
SNC.

Thanu, the woman suicide
bomber who blew up Ghandhi
at an electfon rally near
Madras on May 21, police said.

Police have yet to trace
Sivarasan, a one-eyed Sri
Lankan Tamil rebel, or a
woman called Subha, an al-
leged stand-by assassin.

The explosives could have
been meant for Sri Lankan
Tamil guerillas, the police
said.

Indian investigators believe
the Liberation T\ of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE planned
Gandhi’'s murder. The LTTE
has denied involvement.

Officials say the LTTE never
forgave Gandhi for sending
Indian troops to Sri Lanka on
an abortive peacekeeping mis-
sion when he was Prime
Minister in 1987. The troops
ended up fighting the LTTE
before were withdrawn
last year.

Authortties have so far ar-
rested 14 people, mast of
them from Sri Lanka and the
rest from Tamil Nadu, whose
coast is close to the island.
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tobacco whenever they find it, and fall into trance. They
bearings and sway from side to side. Apes, too,.

of the Johannesburg zoo are
igarettes"and inhale smoke like
they have no matches, the animals use visitors’

t their cigareties, which they are given in plenty,

_have special use for tobacco. Jackdaws pick up cigar
stubs to fumigate their wings.

South African elephants have at least one drinking bout a
year, when marula plums are ripe and bursting with intoxi-
cating juice. A tipsy elephant turns on one spot, trying to
stand on one footL |

Marmots are music-lovers. Whenever they are near a play-
ing radioset, they stand motionless for hours on end, lsten-
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There arc tigers eating chocolates, rats gobbling rubber,
mmmﬂmuunknfmttcn meat, and other animals
peculiar s, which zoologists term myrmecomania,
from

X, Greek for ant. The word comes from

crows’, blackbirds’' and turkeys' inexplicable habit of

into anthills for insects to run under their feathers. It waits

for an explanation to this day. as do other manifestations of
ia.

So animals, like humans, have their peculiarities.
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BAMBAN RIVER (Philippines): Children smeared with
mud from the velcanic mudfilow gather bumice reocks
which they will sell for eight pesos per sack (30 US cents)
along the river Friday. A portion of a collapsed bridge lies

in the river after it was washed away by fresh mudfiow
triggered by heavy rains from the Mount Pinatubo veleane.
—AFP photo
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