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lvrput-ﬂnn of being a cen-
of excellence throughou

South Asia.

Now, a victim of campus vi-
olence which has taken a heavy
toll of lives, continuing politi-
cisation of the entire gamut of
student union activities, ses-
jams, brain drain and even

m:’m more than a pathetic
of its former self. By all
accounts, the institution faces
a near-collapse, in both physi-
cal and spiritual sense, unless
the country as a whole, and
the government and political

s in particular, rise to
the occasion and cry a halt to
the drift which has set in.

At this. moment, no one in
the university is in a better po-
sition to see the crisis than its
present Vice-Chancellor,
DR MANIRUZZAMAN MIAH
who, last week, joined The
Daily Star in a frank
conversation, against the
backdrop of an all-party
meeting presided over by

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia on the campus violence, a
move that Dr Miah regarded as
a "good start.”
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self look at this breakthrough?
Vice Chancellor: Well, | am
happy that honourable prime

minister thought it lpEruprl-
ate to call a grand conference

of all the political party chiefs
and get them to agree on a
thorny question like campus

violence. More so because this
s what | have been harping on
for quite some time now. |
have been saying all the time —
not only since 1 became vice-
chancellor, but even before
that when | was a member of
the syndicate — that campus
violence can come to an end
only through a national con-
SeTISUSs.

Now, who can bring about a
national consensus? That is
the question. As you know I
made an effort myself, but that
failed. But definitely, once the
prime minister has taken the
initiative, 1 congratulate her.
But at the same time, | would
not say that there has already
been a breakthrough. There
has been a good start no doubt.
But the reports of this grand
conference have not come out
in full in the press. But by
piecing together all the bits of
information in various newspa-
pers, it appears to me that no
one has actually said in plain
terms — which | wished they
would have said — that, "Our
students, or the student group
attached to my political party,
will shun the politics of vio-
lence from now on, and any-
body who takes to arms from

my group of students will be
:xpeﬂlfmmmyparty.'
I wish that could have been

xwd . There ]
0 I:;Pot.rl‘ul mulzmnnt E:

achieved fn the first meeting.
But’l do not understand why,
because if that is what we
want, then why could the
political parties not say that
they want an end to the
viclence?. In fact, as | read In
one of the reports in the

The students’ fees

have remained as they

were in 1921 when
the university started.
Fees have never been
enhanced, as a matter
of policy... and also
as a matter of

principle’
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Conversatio

The Vice-Chancellor

of Dhaka University,

Dr Maniruzzaman Miah, “the Man on a Hot Seat,” talks
to the Star on problems facing this premier seat of higher
learning, ranging from campus violence to the relevance of
the curriculum of the institution to the needs of the
country, from continuing resource constraints to the move

to set up

proposition to begin with: that,
all of us agree violence on the
campus is detrimental to the
national interest, it is detri-
mental to the future develop-
ment of the country, and we
denounce it, and at the same
time we will restrain our boys
from taking to arms.

Secondly, although we still
have a presidential form of
government, the prime minis-
ter for all practical pu s,
is the Ir.ad:e' of the ngﬂm
therefore the responsibility
that falls on her is very great
indeed. She can tackle this
problem from the law and
order angle too, because she is
in charge of the home affairs
also. As everybody has said in
the last few days. the police
has a list of violent students
and those who have taken to
arms in the past, and it is not a
could be
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‘By piecing together all the bits of information in

various newspapers, it appears to me that no one has
actually said in plain terms — which I wished they
would have said — that, "Our students, or the stu-
dent group attached to my political party, will shun
the politics of violence from now on, and anybody
who takes to arms from my group of students will

be expelled from my party.” | wish that could
have been agreed upon.’
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which fs charged with allocat-
ing money on behalf of the
government, has of late be-
come harsh in nting
funds, and of course, also
has to do with the general
economic situation in the
country. Ones the last one year
the economic si has not
been very satisfactory, and it
has been reflected in the allo-
cation that is given to the uni-
versities but Dhaka
University. | have a feeling we
are not treated very well by the
University Grants Commission.

Our total budget runs to
around Takss 35 crores a year.
it has been rising gradually,
but | must tell you that over
the last few ., our bud-
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violence, to allow for expansion. But
violence alone solve unfortunately, this has been
mwinmh-w mhlttgw.a-u.l
other things in mind? How do am having to do with the same
we restore the university to allocation we had two years
the glory that it once was? A
: At the same time, we get
VC: Linked
much less head of student,
up with this ts the tseue of tlunmy:;erunhmrﬂtym
scssion jam, which is actually the country. For all gemeral
sapping our energy. and taking universities, the allocation is
a lot of our time. Teachers ;.0 000 takas per student.
m""’:m’:’:'{ but for Dhaka University it is
cannot plen no more than 10,000 per stu
-Mnuwh.rhnm‘mhmmum
m'“""""“,l '“:: ties, that ts BUET and the
:ﬁhﬂlu“mm it is
+ “'ml fled 30,000 takas per student
its per year. | don't understand
s tin its wake . " are getting the least
has brought in ssesion jam. amount. | have been trying to
These two are the mAJOT make the UOC understand that
probloms of the dy. bt my problems are many times
“;:I."n“':_“ worse than else’s. The
know university .,4t of living in Dhaka 1s
nmJo:lthimmh- higher, the transport cost fs
tion of 8§68, and now that very high, teachers don't get
number has grown to 28.000. .. ommodation on the campus
S0 we have grown 30-40 and have to pay very high
times. Of these only 28 to 30 rents.
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campus, and this is another The amount of money they
aspect of the problem. Some s dpent on just paying
:b-q since we have house rent.

our character, Maybe signal
-:-ynﬂl_;unhh-ll W[l;;h H-ﬂ:mh
our students on ) signal
Mhlnﬂﬁm ':v ll’-- -
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don't have a system lodg: ticularly but, but | have a
ings of enrlier days. those sys- ing that this university has
tems are also gone. Sinve the reached its size. |
larger proportion of students hink there has to be a national
come from outside Dhaka, they poliey not to this uni-
have got to be given good ac-  versity any fu But 1 don't
commadation, nutritious food. think the doors of higher edu-
""F"“'ﬂ'.__llfh cation should be slammed
ibrary. laboratory class those who come
. -lur".l dmtm_
But the number of students ve some figures: about
has risen so high, and re fsmmuﬂu applied
sources are scarce. This par :ril.m_hm'hntﬂr
university is pass scienoce ul-
mlhﬁlm.g ties, and the 15,000 | think
University Orants Commission are qualified enough to get

higher education. Therefore,
the solution les not only in not
expanding this university, but
in having other institutions of

higher learning. There should
be more.

DS: There is lot of talk (n
the international arena about
administration of universities,
and particularly of resource
management. [t has been found
that many of the universities
that have run thetr affairs along
traditional lines are infact
wasting thetr resources. Do
think there is any case to be
made for a more efficient use
of your limited resources?

VC : Yes, | on this.
Available resources have been
wasted to some extent in the
past, but | am not prepared to
accept that we are doing that
at the moment. For instance,
when the allocation was made

undnwerthohngl'nmn:i

the academic sector.
Unfortunately whenever we

have to cut, we have to cut it

on the academic components
of the budget, salaries
cannot be cut or

We could not some

expansion programmes that
had; new posts created in
some departments could not
be filled; then we could not
open a new department of
computer science that we had
planned to open: and some
m;m such as the Delta
Center had to be de-

layed till the end of the fiscal
year. So some of the pro-
grammes which we thought
were in the national interest
could not be taken up in hand.
Unfortunately in the t,
there have been lop-s de-
velopment in the university. In
one department for example,
there are 54 teaching posts,
but there are other depart-
ments in the same university
where there are only 15 posi-
tions — all taken together,

turers -four in one de-

pnrtm;.nt.mmpemnﬂly. is
too many, we really do not
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VC : | would say that the top
layer of our students that pass
out from this university even
today, are as good as before.

can be rated as meritori-

ous, brilliant students capable

of doing higher studfes and re-
searches in any university of
the world. But you might say.
how about the average stu-
dent? Average students, of
course, may not be rated very
high. but here is a question of
numbers. At one time, the stu-
dent-teacher ratioc was very
favourable, and because of indi-
vidual contacts between teach-
ers and students, and also be-
cause of the facilities they
could provide both at the li-
brary and laboratories, a stu-
dent’'s quality on average could
be higher.

DS : Would you like o put a
figure on the student-teacher
ratio, what it was, and what it
is now?

VC : Overall, the average is
one teacher per 28 students;
within that in the Science
Faculty the average is around
17/18 students per teacher,
while the ratio is one teacher
per 40 students in the Arts
Faculty. Ten years ago, the ra-
tio was more or less the same,
but the number of students
was much less and the atmo-
sphere was much healthier.

Going back to ﬁur previous
question, may we have
lagged behind unfortunately in
the field of quality research.
We don't produce many Ph. Ds.

A university has two basic
functions: teaching, definitely,
and research. The latter is
done by teachers and also
those doing doctoral work or
other work involving research,
at the Masters and M. Phil
level. But the number of Ph. Ds
we've been producing is much
less than it should have been.
This is because of the fact that
many of our younger teachers
get a chance {: go abroad and
do their doctoral work in a
more congenial environment,
S0 are not attracted to-
wards doing any Ph.D here.

"..the problems I in-
herited were
enormous... for
several years, many
of the important com-
mittees did not meet,
and many of the
problems remained
unsolved, for five,
six, seven years’

DS : There is a ™V SeTiOUs
concemn that universitly educa-

tion has become irrelevant,
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a university is after all a uni-
mlim}y. it has fts own, tradi-
tio unction of producing
cultured men and women, but
| do not share that view very
much. | do share that view to a
certain extent because that is
definitely one of the functions
of a university. But then the
courses and curricula have to
be tuned to national needs
also.

Having said this, unfortu-
nately our universities are per-
haps not tuned towards l}:t
That 1s because imaginative
people have not shaped the
things that should be done
here. | wrote an article back in
1978, about opening a de-
partment of development
science. At that time my idea
was that it should be a de-
partment where students
would be given a comprehen-
sive idea about all problems
connected with development.
That it should be an inter-dis-
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Unfortunately. | was much

too young at that time and |
couldn't get the academic
community to a to that

type of thing, They go for basic
research as they call i1, flunda-

mental research as would
love to call it, and not applied
things. | am one who thinks
that all our researches, all our
efforts must have some applied
aspect to them, otherwise re-
ally we cannot serve the com-
munity. That is why | have
been trying to say that otir re-
search thrust should be in the
arcas for example of enecrgy.
environment, bio-technolugy.
development, delta research,
computer, occanography elc.
These are some of the arcas
which | would ltke to develop
here.

DS : And you don't
them now?

VC : We have a centre for
energy rescarch, and a centre
for bio-technological research,
but none of the others. But the
existing two are also suflering
from shortage of funds.

DS : You didnt smention any
soctal science facully. Is it your
view that they are well-athuned
to the development needs of

VC : Yet, | mentioned de-
velopment  science which
should encompass much of the
social sciences. Deflinitely we
should have rescarches into
social sciences, particularly
economics, socfology, and also
as an independent country, in-
ternational relations. There
should be lot of scope for arca
studies such as South Asia.

have

DS : Do you have a periodic
revision of the umiversity cur

VC : Normally it is being
done every year. But then we
keep more or less the same
set. And unfortunately, — of

course some of my distin-
guished colleagues in other
universities may take excep-
tion to this — but | have a feel
ing that the syllabi that have
been drawn up in other unt
versities of the country are
more or less from here.
And we have copiled from
abroad. Very few give thought
and imagination to it

DS : Is the criticism that

university education as @t
stands is not relevant o
the needs of the nation, valid?

VC : | would say there is




