The Burily Stor

Dhaka, Wednesday, July 17, 1991

The nt on July 11 scrapped the on-
going mmml Certificate examinations
of the Comilla . It had to take the extreme
measure in view of large-scale leaking of exami-
nation papers of four subjects. Even for a peren-
uhﬂ; scandal-ridden Bangladesh thig was too
much. This is possibly the first time In over a
hundred years that an SSC, or matriculation or
entrance examination has been scrapped by the
whole lot. While the wisdom of the measure may
be open to debate — the exasperation created by
the scandal the community of examinees

and their guardians and teachers and education
officials and finally the government can very well

u'p to four
or the culprits. The

m‘f%:ﬁ "E:iu ng committee has been
formed

a retired Supreme Court Judge at
head. The detective branch has been c¢

with doing the necessary digging and expos
It is easy to read in all these stern and prompt
actions the t's determination to firmly

governmen
prevent any repetition of the scandal. Will it be
cynical to recall that attempts the earlier
gwernnnnts had always very impressively failed
nabnndpu:ﬂahmnnntamggculpnt in the
cases of all earlier examination paper leaking ?

While the enquiry committee is on its job,
noth may be done to influence or prejudice
its ings. Still, it is in public interest to get
certain points relating to the working of the ex-
aminations right.

First — that the examination papers take on
the appearance and format of papers only at a
very specially secured press. at the
setling stages at the Board or at the fabrication
stages at the press is rather easy to track down.
The total number of personnel involved in the
process before the papers are security packed
and transported to the examination centres do
not ex two dozens. This part of the thing
complete — the whole game passes on to the
executive branch of governance — plainly DCs and
mwws. UNOs and the police take over.

ndly, — the 1| s this year as well as in
the recent past have all taken place sporadically
and locally — very evidently not centrally, in

laces like Fatikchhari, Nazirhat, Hathazari in

hittagong and at Laxmipur in greater Noakhali,
and not in cities like Chittagong, Sylhet or
Comilla. This rather clearly points to loose secu-
rity on the part of the local examination supervi-
sion machines manned exclusively by the execu-
tive officers and police personnel — the whole

thing having nothing to do with the Board set-up
mlgsnlﬂn.

What is fronic in this most unfortunate matter
is that — in view of earlier similar scandals under
the same Board — the Board authority had twice
proposed extra cautionary measure in very pre-
cisely formulated communications to the execu-
tives in charge of the areas prone to leaking. The
Board's exertions have come to no ;

Cries have been raised in Chittagong to set-up
a diflerent Board for Chittagong. It is too early to
MtMtMMmuplewM it an
attention before the rotting in the chain —
and the culprits involved — have been identified
will simply be foolish.

Shameful Behaviour

We have known for a while that Dhaka
University campus was a dangerous place where
we might get t if caught in the cross fire of ri-
val students’ groups. We have also been aware that
our cars, motor bikes or auto rickshaws t get
burnt if we happen to be in the wrong place at
the wrong time. But now, thanks to what hap-

ed on Monday, we know that we might get
ten up while doing something as simple and

urdina?'asEosw:i a letter at the GPO. While so
doing if we have the ‘audacity’ to ask a question
twice, even if it because the postal employee did
not answer my question the first time, g:n we

have our skull cracked by r weights or
ink pots or whatever else tﬂw lspaprovipc ded, with
the tax gzyr:m’ money, to serve the public.

The GPO irrcident, in which d the pos-

talemployees in a attacked the customers,

is one that has a serious concern among
the public. An institution whose basic fun-ction is

public service is now faced with the situation
wlll:crc ;lyuc:inn klnrfg itah emplo e?_ can think of
physic attac the pub or demanding
services which they are paid for to render!

The authorities concerned must view the
breach of discipline vuz seriously. As re-
ports indicate, the 'spark’' that started it all was
caused by an irate employee virtually climbing
over the service counter, to attack a customer
whose only fault was to have asked for a second
time an information that he either did not get or
did not understand the first time. Obviously the
whole story does not lie in the incident itself.
fl:l:ebuc complaints have been on the rise against

Eostalmploym. especially those who are at
the GPO. To be rudely talked fo is something the
Rublh: has learnt to live with for long. But what

as become intolerable is the time it now
requires to get the simplest thing done. First,
the counters are not sufficient to meet the public
need. Secondly, the shortage is made acute by the
‘slow pace of work that is now the norm.

e
~ often an employee man a counter will

suddenly disappear on one pretext or another,

leaving a long queue of people unattended.
Worse, he will just close the counterfor this or
that technical reason.

The question of discipline, and accountability
is something that the postal authorities must re-
store among their cmpla{:cs. Official inquiry on
Monday's incidence must delve deep into short
term and long term reasons for such an outburst.

must be made to realise that what has hap-
m has seriously tarnished whatever image

was left of our postal service.
We do not consider Monday's incidence to be a
; extent of its violence was

ROUND 87 per cent of

our present population
umumnx
um -l';:ltmh land
constitute primary source
of for 100 million
people. un-qr-'b
chasing too few acres of land,
| the standard of living 1s bound
to be miscrable. Indeed only
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per cent. A
of increase of GDP would take
us to the NIC status within the
lifetime of the majority of us

At the next stage.
and maize produced should
lead to agro—processin
resulting in the manufacture
not only polished rice but also
riee bran oil, corn sugar, paddy
straw pulp and fuel concen-
trates [rom the husk. At the
third state, the deoiled rice
bran cake and matze combined
with other fents would
lead to the manufacture of

ultry feed— the basis for a
E:'ge modern poultry industry
for income and employment of
the landless rural poor.

The fuel concentrates can
meet the household needs and
also constitute energy source
for brick fields — an essential

i

hﬁtﬁl’ﬂﬁaﬂﬁnﬂlﬂtl‘hﬂ ters each one of which should land taken over from them
e

mes. The rice husk ash
mixed with imestone can be
processed into inferior cement
substitute but good enough for
low-cost rural housing.

Imagine ten million acres of
such intensive maize
double It should lead
to the setting up of at least
1,000 such integrated multiple
processing plants in 200
upazila headquarters of
Bangladesh. This constitutes
the beginning of the industrial-
isation movement.

In order to promote such
intensive cultivation, fertiliser
blending plants should be fea-
sible at uﬁ;ﬂla level. Quality
sceds would be required which
can be organised through seed
treatment, preservation and
marketing enterprises.
Sprayers for pesticides, irriga-
tion pumps and tubewells, land
cultivation equipment. thrash-
ers, dryers etc. are also re-
quired which create the
prospects for setting up small
and medium scale metal work-
ing and foundry industries.
also at the upazila level.

Increased Output

Above all. the increased
output inspite of the miniscule
land holdi would increase
farm level demands for basic
consumer goods like clothes,
various plastic products, con-
sumer clectronics. bicycles
etc. Further more, increased
agricultural production and
agro-processing would lead to
enhanced demand for trans-
portation of s and ser
vices. Small trucks and vans
will be necessary. Manufacture

of such consumer wls or
components thereol should
lead to the setting up of a vart
ety of small and medium scal

industries at upazila headquar-

then eventually boast of an in-
dustrial estate as the
largest source of
for the households of the sur-
rounding countryside. In
China, such village and town-

jobs to the rural people taking
the pressures away from land.
But basic to the growth
process is the existence of in-
tensive irrfgated agriculture
with diversified year-round

cropping which is impoussible
withou

llon acres of farmiands fnto 3
to 5 acre owner-operated

t converting the 21 mil--

Along with such

From LDC to NIC b

farms and at the same time,
promote the entrepreneurs

providing them with fi :
technical and t re-
sources to set up small and
medium-scale manufacturing,
service and business enter-

Ses

The basic rationale of the
proposed agrarian reform pro-
gramme consist of the premise
that the major landowning
households are basically urban-
blased. The true interest of
land is not in their hearts:
while, the real farmers are
primarily ‘bargaders’ or at best
owners of mini-farms which
are nol economic in size. [t is
therefore impossible to mod-
ernize agriculture under such
conditions.

There are three basic com-
ponents of the scheme. First,
rural households whose lands
are nol owner-operated and
cultivation is carried out by the
bargaders’ or other types of
kase holders should be entitled
to investment cash against the

per acre (hypoth-
. 10,000 acres of
and belonging to
absentee owners can be taken
over by the government
through denationalisation of
the jute mill. in order to make
shares attractive, a cer-
tmhmm:o{r:t:‘::
may Also »
mmﬂ-ﬂym
ferable through the stock mar-
Chinese Model
There are therefore two

devices luﬁﬂd for compen-
sating t nnn-l‘-ruu::
but the purpose

t
is not
render di-
rect assistance to them In _
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Agrarian Reform Compulsory
for Economic Growth
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programme {in
order to realize the fundamen-
tal condition of small size
owner-operated farms.

GCovernment musi assume

tal land use map and a water
development programme in-
flood control, irrigation

and should stmulta-
neously be ip place. Next In
line would be the erucial task
of organising one and two
hectare consolidated farms
and settling them to the real
farming households. In an
u with 20.000 hectares
net eultivable land, 13 500
h‘lﬁf‘l would this be settled

|

pensation cannot be fixed at an
uniform rate. Suppose the

rate works ot
at ; 50.000

acre. cven
then the total investment cash
compensation for 525, 000
acres of land cach year stands
at around Tk 2 600 crores

foreign assistance only at the
initial stage. This is because a
land tax at the rate of 5% of
the gross output value from
such intensive Wrrigated land
should generate sufficient fi-
nancial resources to for
the cost of the scheme In the
long run of 10 0 15 years.
Thus unlike other rural devel

opment schemes, it Is an in

vestment in development
which can be paid back by the
farmers themselves. Even if
considerable subsidy is in-
volved, it will be a worthwhile
fﬁ"ﬂ and there s o rmason
shy away from the Dorge A

outlay of 2,600 crores.

Islands Issue Still on Kaifu's Mind

HREE months after the
first-ever wvisit of a
Soviet head of state to
Japan, Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev and
Japanese Prime Minister
Toshiki Kaifu meet again, this
time in London for the summit
of the Group of Seven nations.
The so-called G-7 Summit
brings together the world's top
industrial countries’ The
Soviet Union, which is not a
member, has succeeded in
winning a formal invitation and
has made it clear that it will be
secking massive economic aid.

Japan, as a G-7 member,
would certainly be expected to
shell out, from its brimming
reserves of yen, in any coordi-
nated package of assistance.
Many Japanese are worried
whether Mr. Kaifu will be able
to stand firm against such
pressures and to maintain a
cardinal principle of Tokyo's
conduct of its relations with
the USSR: the "inseparability
of political and economic ques-
tions.”

This principle derives from
the "Islands issue” — the re-
tention by the Soviets of the
occupied territories in the
north. The issue will not of
course be on the G-7 agenda.
But it will never be far from
the Japanese leader's mind;
and he cannot afford to miss
any chances of reminding Mr.

address.

VAT affects group
| interests

Sir, The question is
whether national interest will
get an upper hand over the
group interests ? Definitely the
sensible reply is 'yes'. In a poor
country like ours, where cor-
ruption is rampant, whether in
the official circle or in the
business community, lawless-
ness and Indiscipline all
around, be it on the important
public roads when occupied by
public meetings in peak

|wnrk1ng hours or with the

transport drivers — baby taxis
and taxis exhibiting faremeters
as show pieces where rules
live only in papers inactive and
purposeless, it is no wonder
that VAT — a disciplined tax
recovery system — is being op-
posed by interested groups
and quarters. VAT is
nothing new but a substitute (a
two-in-one) system for sales
tax and excise duty, in this sys-
tem there is little scope for tax
evasion, and the authorities
can ecasily verify and cross
check evasions because of
records and returns at differ-
ent levels. The only difficult
in this system is that the man-
ufacturers and service bodies
have to maintain records and
give returns and chalans in a
me way which will en-

Haruko Watanabe writes from Tokyo

The unresolved issue of Japanese territory still occupied by the USSR is bound to influence
how Japan plays its hand at the G-7 economic summit meeting now being held in London
— to which Mikhail Gorbachev, embarrassingly for Premier Kaifu — has succeeded in
getting himself invited as an aid-seeking guest (Gorbachev is due today, July 17, the last
day of the three-day summit )

Gorbachev, one way or
another, of its importance.

The other six G-7 countries
are split over whether to offer
economic assistance to the
Soviets. Ge . France, Italy
and Canada are eager to help
Gorbachev because they believe
a stable Soviet Union is a cru-
cial element in global stability.
The United States and Britain
maintain a more prudent atti-
tude.

Six sessions between Mr.
Kaifu and Mr. Gorbachev in
April failed to resolve major
twin issues — Japan's demand
for the return of the Soviet-oc-
cupied Northern Territories
and Soviet expectations of
comprehensive economic aid.

Japan has so far stuck to its
line that "political and eco-
nomic issues cannot be treated
scparately.”" In other words,
“return the occupied islands in
order to get economic aid.”
Japan wants the return of all
four islands or at least the

return of two islands plus the

ﬁgrm of Japan's sover-
ty over the remaining two.
After Mr. Gorbachev indi-

cated his willingness to dis-
cuss the Northern Territories,
Japan's expectations reached a
new high despite deep-rooted
mistrust of the Soviéts and
scepticism over Mr. Gorba-
chev's power in a country
beset by domestic and
economic problems.

The Japanese are very sen-
sitive about the way the
Northern Territories were
seized. Kazuichi Matsuzaki,
head of the Japanese League
for the Return of the Northern
Territories, has called the
Soviets kajiba borobo ("thieves
looting a fire site”) indicating
conduct below contempt even
for prolessional crooks. His
outrage {s shared by many
Ja ;

The Northern Territories,
comprising four islands. has a
total land area of 4,996 square

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
‘with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

hance paper works — but it
will gradually form a habit of
discipline amongst tax payers,
On other hand, it will re-
duce botheration of tax payers,
of being taxed at one
stage/head instead at two
stages — at import stage and at
manufacturing stage previously.
Mainly the tax evaders are al-
lergic and panicky about this
system. Because VAT will ex-
income tax evaders by re-
ecting their real business
turn over on records. VAT will
indirectly boost income tax
revenue also in a big way which
means, VAT will enhance gov-
ernment revenue both in VAT
(earlier sales tax and excise)
sector and income tax sector.
One thing we do not un-
derstand that why those who
were also previously liable to
pay excise duty /sales tax, are
opposing it, them VAT is
nothing new or additional tax,
but simply a substitute system
in a simplified form and in
most cases, it is a reduction of
taxes with provisions of rebate
at different stages. Well, we
can assume that many are op-
posing VAT because of individ-
ual interests affected.
some are doing it nothing
because of ignorance about
VAT and some are opposing

because of their reactionary
ndture and ideas.

But the cases of those who
were not previously lable to
pay sales tax and excise duty
either are genuine and
should be exempt from VAT as
it being a fresh and new tax for
them.

But we expect that our gov-
ernment should be strong and
strict enough not to submit to
the will of self-seekers and tax
eyaders because of shouts and
slogans and processions ar-
ranged for — as previous gov-
ernments compromised with
undue demands of various
groups and associations at the
cost of common people's in-
terest and natio interest as
well. Let us not forget that the
interest of the nation as a
whole 1s above any group or as-
sociation's interest, however

powerful they may be.
Wasim Rahman
Naya Paltan, Dhala.

Reema murder

Sir, It is learnt through the
Press that the condemned
prisoner Munir Hossain alias
Suruj was produced before the
Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate's Court on July 13 for
trial of at attempt to
commit suicide by him.

It may be recalled here that
Munir was sentenced to death
for killing his wife Sharmin
Reema on April 9, 1989,

We would L our na-
tional Press to p on pub-
lishing follow-ups on the sen-
sational Reema murder case
verdict execution.

M. Zahidul Haque

Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute, Dhaka.

Three days after Japan's
surrender, the Soviet Union
invaded the Kurile Islands
north of the Northern
Territories. It completed the
invasion of the Northern
Territories on September 3.

Japan renounced the Kurile
Islands and southern Sakhalin
in accordance with the San
Francisco Peace Treaty on
September 8, 1951. However,
the four Northern Territories

islands were not included in
the Kurile Islands.

The Soviet Union refused to
sign the San Francisco Treaty.
And when the Japan-Soviet
Joint Declaration of 1956
restoring diplomatic relations
between the two countries was
inked, the Soviets indicated
they would return the Habomai
islets and Shikotan island upon
the conclusion of a peace
treaty with Japan. Japan
responded that the four
islands must be returned to
Japan first before any peace
treaty was signed.

When Japan and the United
States renewed their security
treaty in 1960, the Sovicts an-
nounced the "resolution” of the
Northern Territories issues.
But when then Japanese Prime
Minister Kakuei Tanaka visited

Sov Secretary General
: Brezhnev in 1973, both
agreed that the Northern

Territories issue remained un-
resolved.
The Soviets later denied

the existence of any territorial
issue, a position whijch
remained the same until Mr.
Gorbachev said the Soviets
recognised Japan's claims to
the islands. This was included
among the issucs he was pre-
pared to discuss in the Tokyo
last April.

. Mr Kaifu and Mr Gorbachev.
in a joint statement, agreed 1o
work towards a peace treaty
based on "all positive develop
ments.” However, at scparate
press conferences, Japan and
Soviet Union putl differing
interpretations on the state-
ment.

Mr Kaifu said that while the
Soviet Union promised in
1966 to return the llobomai
islets and Shikotan island. the
four Northern Territories
islands have to be returned.
Mr. Gorbachev said, "We did
not revive what has not come
into existence or what has lost
a chance — meaning the state-
ment did not include that part
of the 1956 declaration which
promised the return of the two
islands.

These differences explain.
why Mr. Gorbachev went me|
with only US$1,000 million i
aid for emergency food
imports. Mr Kaifu is well aware
that if in London he is seen to
be moving towards a more
"generous” stance, he will be
endangering himself politically
at home. — Depthnews Asia
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Sir, When our educational
institutions have apparently
failed to carry out the mission
of educating young le, the
idea of setting up of more
more public raries thro-
ughout the country bears

weight.

Educationists of the world
are very often of opion that
public libraries are more useful
for the spread of education
among people than any other
institution. #

In a large city like Dhaka
where millions of ple re-
side and most of whom cannot
afford to purchase costly
books, magazines and even
news rs there t to be
hu s of public to
facilitate acquisition of knowl-
edge by the masses.

Let there be public libraries
in every ward of the city and
let there be enlightenment. |
would expect those in the au-
Hﬂ-ﬂmﬂw would pay a heed to the

Abu Isa
South Goran, Dhaka.
University education
Sir, The poor tax are
te meet the of
needed

- '"factories’

time. Under the above back—
drop should we feel compelled
to arrange higher education for
20,000 students annually with
that money as mentioned in
countries ke India, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, Thailand etc. ete.
which seems possible? We
should close down all universi-
ties and higher educational in-
stitutions till we are able to
manage them properly and
give all halls, residential hos-

tels, other buildings ete. for
rent as an alternative source of
revenue$ Lastly it is unfortu-
nate to observe that BUET is
holding admission while other
institutions are failing to start
classes, as many students will
join BUET, if selected. Even
the very admission tests of
HSC students cannot be
co-ordinated by learned au-
thorities | Who s accountable?

Sadik Alee
Maghbazar, Dhaka .

adulterated food

Sir, Some one asked me
which was a bigger sin —
killing an ind or killing a
nation? My obvious answer was

killing a nation.
Spurious medicines, adul-

trated food are replacing good
medicine and food on the
of bad money driving good
money. Today Dhaka market,
nay the entire esh
market, is flooded with spuri-
ous medicines, manufactured
reportedly in makeshift
across the river
Buriganga, and adulterated
food s and the traders are

L

selling them with perfect im-
Punily. No one can point his
inger at such deals. The
traders do not realise the
crime they are doing by sup-
plying the spurious drugs into
the market for use by the il-
leterate mass. In other words
they are slowly killing the na-
tion.

Even the authorised lUi-
censed manufacturers are
often alleged to be manufactur-
ing less potent medicines.
Isn't there a law which can be
made elfective inst such
practices and the adulterers
and their accomplices in the
trade be punished severely ac-
cording to the seriousness of
the ecrime? This stands out
No.]l in the crime list.

A M F Quadir
Dhaka-1207

Drug abuse in Pabna

Sir, Recently in many
places of Pabna district drug
abuse and smugglers lppuv‘
again in vogue. [t may be men-
tioned that as the administra-
tion took necessary steps on
earlier occasions so the smug-
glers were in trouble to pursue
their drug trade. But at pre-
sent heroin and other drugs
are sold rather openly in many
places of Pabna allowing and

enticing our young generation
to proceed towards moral

decadence.

We scek immediate inter-
vention of the" concerned
authorities to contain this long

standing problem.
Ashfagqur Rahman
Dilalprer, Pabna



