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A Very Encouraging
First Step

The Prime Minister and the leaders of all 40
mm':d les deserve our commendation for
have collectively taken to solve
the of violence and disruption in our
educational institutions. We are well aware that
Friday's meeting was but the first step and that
there are tricky issues that remain (o be
addressed. Yet we welcome this initiative of the
PM and thank all the leaders for responding to
the urgent need of restoring academic atmo-
sphere in our universities.
the problems identified by the leaders,
as reported in the daily press, the one that de:
serves our immediate attention is that of armed
violence on the campus. Rivalry between student
organisations are now expressed in gun battles
fought out in broad daylight lasting over hours
the law enforcing ies looking the other
way. The violent outburst resulting from seat allo-
cation by the Jagannath Hall authorities is the
most recent of many examples, indicating that
the affairs of the universities are totally out of
control. Earlier a student organisation was able to
al control of Chlttaguné University and
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take physic
keep it from fumtionl.I;IF properly for about six
months. Such blatant violation ol the law of the
land cannot be permitted any mocge.

While we applaud the leaders for their collec-
tive declaration to eliminate violence from cam-
pus, the sincerity of their words will be tested
when they will have to put their decisions into
actions. In a way the solution is more simple than
it may appear at the outset. In reality there are

a few student parties that are capable of in-
du in armed violence on the campus. If stu-
dent wings of the leading political parties are
forced to surrender the arms in their possession
and some of the known culprits are put behind
the bars, then violence will virtually disappear
from the campus. Then will come the task of
maintaining that peaceful atmosphere. Strict se-
curity measures will have to be adopted at the
students' halls where gangsters and anti-social
elements live illegally, occupying seats allocated
to genuine students. In this regard university au-
thorities may consider setting up Universi
Sﬁl‘ul'll}l’ Squauis who will be ElIlpUW’tI't‘d lu delau
miscreants and hand them over to the police.
Historically university students resent police en-
tering the campus. It may therefore be far useful
to set up university's own security. Such practice
is common in universities in Europe, USA and in
the Southeéast Asian region.

The problem of session jamn can be tackled
once the university's classes can be held without
interruption. Here cooperation from parent bod-
ies of student parties is vital. As reported in The
Daily Star, the government is actively considering
new legislation to punish those who create ter-
roron the campus. We believe such legal measures
are needed and it will receive the support of all.

As our universities became violence prone and
the sessions kept getting interrupted, our educa-
tional standards fell drastically. Today the univer-
sity graduates we get, are often refused employ-
ment on the ground of their severe incompe-
tence. So quality will have to be given back its
central place in our education. For this not
the students but also the teachers will have to do
a bit of soul searching. The fact cannot be ignored
any more that our university teachers themselves
are often unable to meet the high academic stan-
dards that are necessary to produce worthy grad-
uates and master's degree holders. Some sort of
evaluative mechanism of the performance of
teachers — like number and quality of publica-
tions — should be introduced to bring the con-
cept of accountability of teachers back into vogue.

We eagerly await concrete actions as a follow-
up of Friday's meeting.

France and Bengali
Culture '

Back in 1971, when Bangladesh was fighting
with its back to the wall for its very existence as a
cultural and political entity, a voice rang out in
Europe, dec Pakistani genocide and cham-
gemrung Bangladesh's right to be.free. The voice

longed to Andre Malraux, a giant among even
the formidable community of intellectuals in
France. Malraux's voice spoke not only for his
own, but for the conscience of all France, indeed
all Europe.

That a French intellectual should have spoken
out for the plight of the Bengﬁlees was perhaps
not a surprise. Even before the storming of the
Bastille on July 14, 1789, which ushered in the
era of democracy in Europe, intellectual devel-
opment in France hud embarked on a glittering
Journey which eventually took it to heights rarely
scaled since the days of the Greek city-states.
TodaKs France, and its culture, is a product of
that heritage. . '

desh has benefited immensely from the
cosmopolitan character the French acquired as a
result of their intellectual development. Relations
have grown over the centuries td the point where
today Bangladeshi artists and other cultural fig-
ures are perhaps better known in Paris than any
other European capital. -

In. the early part of this century,
sisters named Aru Dutta and ’ll-{:
pressed and del
community with

two Calcutta
ru Dutta im-
Elfrd Fthc l;lanslan intellectual
e rench poems. That was
not the nning nor the end of French fascina-
tion with culture, but merely a highlight.
Today. the works of Bengalee poets and authors
such as Sharat Chatterjee are studied and re-
searched at the Sorbonne, the most prestigious
seat of learning in France. France has always
shown a willingness to promote Bengali culture
and the French public has never been slow to re-
spond favourably.

The people of Bangladesh have been equally
enthusiastic to get to know more about France,
its people and way of life. An increasing number
of people are travelling to France to conduct re-
searches and study for higher degrees. The lan-
gg:fe barrier, which works as the most serious

acle to any people-to-people contact. does
pose a problem, particularly for Bangladeshis
wishing to acquaint themselves with French cul-
ture. But ju
dtml;rq:c l1n this country — some 2,100 stu-
nrol every year at the two Alliance
Francaises iir Dhaka and Chittagong — individuals
are putiting in some sin-
ort to e that gap. Governments apart.
it is this cultural, free interaction between peo-
th?:m‘:ngh c\;_entually !Il}i;rink this world suffi-
or us to in thinking of -

kind as a singular whole. . " (Roman

by the number of people learn-

development plan.
However, too much of external
assistance creates such a
degree of dependency that
mically marginal individ-
uals /families subscquently be-
come unable to get along with-
out it. This is dysfunctional to
the lerm economic and
social lopment goals. This
dependency coupled with the
technological divide keep the
poor caught in the poverty
trap. Therefore, resource allo-
cation for longer term devel-
opment projects and the im-
mediate poverty removal pro-
grammes must be based on
carcful choice of priorities.
This logically raises the
problem of choosing the ap-
propriate institutional frame-
work for reaching the target
group (the poor) in order to
minimize the incidence of
lcakage and misdircction of
resource. The government ma-
chinery is manifestly proce-
dure (rules and regulation)
bound. It lacks flexibility in
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dulluliess is usually bound w
his need for the job.

Addinionally. low salary and ab
sence of any other positive mo-

tivation, e.g.. reward for extra
zeal or effort beyvond the need

Foreigners

HREE New Zealanders
and wwo Frenchmen -
who migrated to

Vanuatu 20 years ago and
carved oul prosperous new
lives have becomwe pawns in a
pclitical power struggle in this
South Pacific country. They
have been“given notorious
‘green letters” — deportation
orders without reason.

The two French have
already left, but the New
Zealanders are fighting for the
right to stay in tharr adopled
country.

The legal tug-of war is an
embarrassment ilor Prime
Minister Walter Lini. He is
facing his toughest political
hurdle after sacking four more
of his ecabinet ministers in the
country’'s on-going power
struggle.

Peter and Aileen Wilson,
now in their 50s. arrived in
Vanuatu from New Zealand in
1971 — the same¢ vyear the
country's pro-independence
party, Vanuaaku Patl. was
born. A hard-working builder,
Peter Wilson established a suc-
cessful construction business.
employing about 80 ni-Vanuatu
workers.

Peter Colmar. the third
New Zealander, went 1to
Vanuatu when he was 17. In
two decades he has created a
business on the northern
island of Espiritu Santo with
interests that include cattle
[arms, abatioirs. cocoa and
coffee plantations and
processing plants. He employs
about 500 ni-Vanmuatu.

Colmar’'s ni-Vanuatu wife,
Madcleine Valele, was
recently honoured with a
chiefly dtle, Molitamata.

The lives of these four and
their families are in upheaval.
Peter Colmar and Peter Wilson
were last September served
with deportation orders sent
by Prime Minister Lini. They
were given a month's notice to

| abandon their homes and in-

terests. They don't know .
Although they are ﬂgmyng
the deportation orders
through the courts. and are
supported by several-influential
ni-Vanuatu peliticians, their

future is ugcertain. No official
reason has been given for the

action and even senior cabinet
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Sir, |1 express thanks to
Mr. Rafique Tito for his letter
on solar e , published in
your daily on June 13,
Alternative and renewable en-

ergy is very important not only .

for present world but also for
future world.

During the last Eid festival
holidays, | visited one tea es-
tate in Sylhet, where they are
using solar clectrical power
system for frrigation and plan-
tation purpose. The manager of
that tea garden discussed with
me different uses of solar PV
system in Bangladesh. He in-
formed me that in Bangladesh
too, solar power system is be-
ing used for home lighting and

1 medical purpose, like preser-
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POVERTY ALLEVIATION PROGRAMME

of job bound activity, further
act as demotivating factors. -

There is also & lot of talk
about corruption and this s
not imited o government ser
vants. This has become a per-
st ot o e

ng the basic
moral and ethical values. This
is evidenced in most individu-
als and institutions who have

access 0 resource or power of
decision over resource and
patronage. Examples are the
ale enterprises exploiting
ur. evading taxes. selling
low quality goods (even food

allegiance
dents who forcibly con-

tribution and use firearms: a
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progress in the agricul-
and rural sectors have
been achieved almost entirely
by the t depart-
ments at the initial period
(starting from V-AID the
part the

£2

|

1950's).

in
A substantial of

X
|
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ties, . are neither.
monitored nor audited. They
work totally independently.

have grown wo big to run «ffi-

clently. They themselves have of the absemce of social and

become bureaucratic. The re-

pounded by management in
competence and lack of

Disillusionment with government executed poverty
over to NGOs for institutional

doctor who would ncglect
hospital patients in favour of
his private clinic. a foreign
consultant who finds the coun-
try casy ground for charging
exorbitant fees for second rate
performance: and the like
Avoiding government officials
will not necessarily mean los-
ing contact with corruption
Basically the reason is the
absence of public accountabil-
ity. Succussive aulocratic gov-
ernments have continually
raised the level and the
breadth of corruption. The au

tocracy influenced inclusion of

heterogercous and untrained
clements into the enil burvau-
cracy ushering in corruption in
rather an organized way. This
suited well the self appointed
silers, Seq gt et it a! vor

FupPlion s L w it rewttiloal
lor conunung n power,

Be that as it may the resul-
tant distthusionment wath gov-
ernmenl executed poverty
programmes and rural devel-

opment activities and the

w the poor must be placed on
wrong planning. mistaken pri-
orities, obsolete and
external (World Bank et al)
preferences and advice. As was
potnted oul by onc eminent
Indian economist and member

of Indian Planning Commisasion
that india achieved all
the phy largets in agricul-

ture and food production, the
poor remained poor, without
adcquate access to food.

Bangladesh is an aggravated
case in point.

Government - Donor - NGO -

interiace has to be viewed in
that context and a st de-
veloped o utilize the services
of NGOs to the best
theat s, maketnie 1 aclhiieve the
21 HITLATY mitssion - of l‘tul:hlﬂl
Lhe Larget group and al once
ensuring cost eflectiveness.
The term NGO should nor-
mally refer broadly to two cat-
cgorics of organizations, viz,
those registered with the gov-

unlike government of-
ﬁcl.h:’y-nd u the wvoluntary

participative grassrootls organt -
zations are viewed as bases for

stable and healthy growth
democratic institutions in the

=

country.
On the side the
ts have been
voiced: 1) some of these NGOs

Used as Pawns 1n

MM“MMV‘

and economic goals «f the na

NGOs secms an

easler way out for foreign
duﬂtlr ARCIICT s . ogrder ¢
avold the intricacies of gos

ernment bureaucracies.

A_ﬁer 11 years in power, Vanuatu's ruling Vanua’aku Pati is deeply divided over the na-
tion's leadership. Prime Minister Walter Lini has sacked four more key ministers, anger-

ing many in the party. The political up
dents and allegations of corruption threaten the stability of the Pacific’s

Lini's troubled paradise
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Vanuatu:

An Anglo-Frencr
condominium fron
1306 to independence
missd

Population: 150,000
Per capita GNP S880
Currency

110.70 Vatu= $1
imports: $71mllion’
Exports: $20milhaon’

*"(1988

However., it is

thought in Vila that the depor-

widely

tations could be because
Colmar and Wilson. are re-
garded as a business threat io a
leading Vietnamese business-
man said to be associated with
the prime minister.

Legal sources describe the
cases as “blackbirding in

reverse”. This is a reference to-

the so-called blackbird trade
between 1863 and 1904 when

some 40,000 ni-Vanuatu were
to work on the cane-

fields in Queensland. Con-
ditions were harsh and many
died. Australia deported the
survivors in 1906.

Today, this nation of 82

islands has a population of
150,000. '

The deportation cases- are
cmbroiled in a leadership
struggle being waged around
Lini. The New Zealand-edu-
cated prime minister and

Vanua'aku Pati have led the

country since its indepen-
dence from joint British and
French rule in .1980.

Aged 48, he is a former
Anglican priest and s
regarded as the [ather of the
nuclear-free and independent
Pacific movement and a strong

advocale for Kanak inde -
dence from France in mﬁh—

bouring New Caledonia.

Since surviving an at-
tempted constitutional coup in
1988, Lini has been under
growing pressure, When he

flew to Sydney in early May to
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vation of life saving drugs in
remote and costal arcas. He
showed me different paper
cuttings regarding the use of
solar power system in
Bangladesh.

| agreed with Mr. Rafique
that government as well as the
private sector should Lake ini-

 tative to accelerate the use of

solar power system In our
country. it is my opinion that
solar energy should be subsi-
dized by the government facili-
taling its successful introdue-

tion.

Choudhury Zaman
Mirpur Road, Dhaka

Code of conduct
Sir, The post of Attorney
General is provided under

= =

Article 64 (1) of the natjonal
Constitution and carries na-
tional and international impor-
tance. But the conduct and be-
haviour of Attorney General
Mr. Aminmul Haq with the aec-
cused Mr, H.M. Ershad (Ex-
president, now MP) in the
Court of Special Tribunal, case
No. 7/91 State Vs. H.M.
Ershad, on July 3 as published
in the national dailies on July
4, threatening and showing
cruelty 16 the accused report-
edly using such words as "You
shut up | Will you sit down?

- Will you stop?” etc. in pres-

ence of the honourable judge,
lawyers, journalists and ob-
scrvers unwarrantedly tenta-
mounts to violation of the na-
tional Constitution — provided

i

undergo tests after a mild
heart attack, he sent ultima-
tums to four ministers and
scven political secretaries —
pledge loyalty or face dis-
missal.

When Lini returned to Port
Vila on June 26 he forced a
showdown. He sacked four key
ministers — Foreign Minister
Donald Kalpokas, Home Affairs
Minister lolu Abbil, Land
Minister Willlam Mahit and
Trade Minister Harold Qualao.

In a national radio broad-
cast, Lini said he had dis-
missed Kalpokas and Abbil for
breaching the country's official
secrecy laws when they publi-
cised a confidential letter in
which they called on Lini to
resign.

Key party officials have been
trying to avoid a serious rift
that could damage Vanua'aku
Pati prospects going into the

general election due in
November.
611 nrvislt to the United

States in 1987, Lini suffered a
stroke which left his left side
partially paralysed. Neverthe-
less he steered the country
through the devastation caused
by Cyclone Uma gnd then
weathered a bitter leadership
challenge from former party
secretary-general Barak Sope
after the Vila riots of 1988.

He reportedly began losing
his grip on public affairs in
1989. And the situation has
deteriorated in the past six
months, culminating with his
recent heart attack.

Critics cite " r" deci-

SRS $VCh 29 Lipfa deporation

Wilson after declaring last J
on the 10th anniversary Dfil-.‘l'.l]y-

dependence that the era of
expulsions was over. In addi-
tion he: (1) Sacked his private
secretary, Grace Molisa, when
she expressed concern over
the expulsions; (2) Stripped
five top ministecs of key port-
folios and took them on him-
self in spite of his health; (3)
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under Article 35 (5) and the
Code of .Criminal Procedure
under Section 342 of 1898

The Article 35 (5) of the
national Constitution states
that "No person shall be sub-
jected to torture or to cruel,
inhuman or degrading pun-
ishment or trecatment.” The
Code of Criminal Procedure
under Section 342 (1) (3) of
1898 speaks that "The accused
is to explain any circumstances
appearing in the evidence
against him at any stage of en-
quiry or trial may be taken into
consideration by the court.”

General Secretary.
Manobadhiker Legal Aid
Council, Dhaka

heaval, arbitrary depomlﬁol: of foreign-born resi-

Sacked Scla Molisa carlier
this year and undertook a fur-
ther portfolioc reshuffle; (4)
Sent ultimatum letters to
senior cabinet colleagues.
-The c:pptu.lunn Melanesian
Prokresif Pati, led by Sopy,
and other critics have accused
the Lini government of cor-
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within, not imposed
externally It s wiser to
atc politiclans and govern
menl servands, insicad eof
sceming o force them
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Vanuatu Crisis

ruption and have called:for @
clean-up of the administration.
Deportation orders against fos-
cigners were condemned as
undermining the national
economy. e §

Grace Molisa protested over
the, deporation’ orders agafnst

two other' ;
of Frenchmen Claude
F H I 1 ‘. p i piy il
— GEMINI NEWS

DAVID ROBIE. a New
Zealand journalist s

in Pacific and development is-
editor ?f

sues (s a Jormer
Insight Magazine.

- BCCI Bangladesh — Some

Bank of England has
stabbed BCCI in the back. The
way BCCI has been killed is
unprecedented in the history
of international banking.
International banking. until
BCCIl's appearance on the
scene, was the exclusive do-
main of big British and
American banks. BCCI became
their competitor and took
away a chunk of their (big
British and American banks’)
business — particularly of the
third world countries. Most of
the banks (including some
central banks} of the third
world countries opened their
accounts with BCC, London
and other financial cetres.
Perhaps many of these banks
shi part of their balances
from British banks to BCCI,
causing, no doubt, their-annoy
ance and anger. Their jecalousy
at BCC's pehnomenal growth —
their annoyance and anger
coupled with the alleged
Zionist clique to kill BCC, a
bank owned by a Muslim family
of Middle East and represent-
ing the third world countrics,
deliberately and most nakedly
brought the bank to liquidation
world-wide. If this is not a
conspiracy. what ¢lse 1s 7

Now let us think about BCC|
in Bangladesh. BCCI had becn
functioning in Bangludesh as a
branch of BCCI {Overscas) Lid
which 1s incorporated fn the
island of Grand Cayman m the
Caribbeans. As a precondiiion

for opening a branch in
BCC] had 1o obtain
banking licence from

h Bank and had to

bring in US dollar 200,000.00
as initial capital as per
rule then ex-

isting, before commenecing its
in the latter halfl of

1976. Though it was a branch

operation, BCC| in Bangladesh,
unlike other bcl: banks
here, had all along been man-
| stafl ex-

pting for first country
Manager who was a Pakistani —

“ment should

Thoughts

from out of its profits and the
balance profit was used to be
remitted out to its head office
in US dollar with prior ap-
proval of Exchange Centrol
Department of Bangladesh
Bank. The question is, did the

faitial capital of dollar
200,000.00 keep the bank

alive all these years ? Certainly
not. How, then did it live —
and live well, for such a long
time . ? Whose money was at
stake in BCC business in
Bangladesh ? It is the moncy of
the Bangladeshi depositors and
Bangladeshi wage earners
abroad, Their inonecy made
a big name in banking. finan
clal*and business circles of
conntry. BCC Bangladesh
no external Hdhllfl}' Ithas s
stantial assets in banks
m hard currencies. For
practical purposes, BCC i
Bangladesh had always been a
100 per cent (excepting for
the initjal capital of US dollar
200,000 00 as aforesaid,
against which substantial
amount of US dollar has been
remitted to its head office as
profits during the last 14
years) Bangladeshi enterprise
managed 100 per cent by
Bangladeshi stafll with re-
sources put in by Bangladeshis
&t liome and abroad,

It would, therefore, appear
(v be in the fitness of things
that Bangladesh Government
siart negotiations with Bank of
England and liguidators or
owners ol BCCI (0/8) Lid for
ancquisitton of HCC Bangladesh
and merger of the same with
some other local bank
(preferably with a nationalised
bank) as soon as possible, in
the larger interest of our coun-
try's banking system. In doing
S0, SOme IUIH!:’M have to be
laken ar absorbed by the
Government which In  my
opinien. is worth in
greater economic and
interesis. Govern-
take urgent
steps (v realise the
currenty ba

: i d
orse -y =l e
SIS - oA Sheh
" Banani, Dhaka.




