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Dhaka Day by Day

WITH two other participants [rom Dhaka
and a few more in India. Pakistan, Nepal and
Sri Lanka, | was caught in the Worldnet —
mind you, it is one word, just another Hnguis-
tic innovation — last Wednesday. Then, nursing
I travelled to space to talk to
. the US Permanent Rep-
resentative to the United Nations, fighting a
sneeze and controlling a cough. 1 had no inten-
tion of blocking the satellite transmission be-
tween New York and South Asian caplitals with

a bad cold, .
Thomas R Pickering

unwelcome guttural noises.

No, we did not exactly travel to the space,
This gave Ambassador
Pickering one advantage over us. We could see
him, projected on a large television screen,
looking confident as any US envoy

the changed climate at the UN. But he could

but sent our voices.

not see us. No big loss.

Now in its seventh year, Worldnet, the pio-
neering global television network, has lost

much of i
uriglnﬂ.l dramat-

United States|
Government. 'Z

Here is just} "
one € le re-}
flecting the tre-

growth of televi-| = =

sion as a medi-

um of informa-| . .

the

tion in

developed
world, the kind
of growth that}

our television
network. e
What World-

net does at the | ‘ /M

global level
should be at- |}
tempted on a PGS
regional basis,

Broadcasting
Union (ABU).
What's more,
Bangladesh Tel-
evision (BTV)
should use the
format on a na-
tional scale.
The technol-
ogy invelved in
such an exer-
cise is simple

and, at a price, readily

different.

With the technolegy avallable to BTV, it
puld be possible for a national leader - the

No VAT on daily necessities
Businessmen mislead

people : NBR chief

Chatirman of National Board
of Revenue (NBR) Nurul
Hossain Khan Saturday said no
Value Added Tax (VAT) was

on daily nececssities,
agricultural products, textile
product, retail and wholesale

business. but some business-
men were misleading the peo-

ple taking adv-ntagc of their
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has t touched | ¢ &
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Rampura TV station : Any chance of a two-way

available to all.
Countries like India and Indonesia,
region. which have their own domestic satel-
lites up in the sky are in a better position than
others, including Bangladesh, to try out nation-
al hook-ups In news and information distribu-
tion. For the less lortunate ones. optons are

OSSWORD PUZZlm

Worldnet Provides
a Model for BTV

by S M Ali

Prime Minister or her cabinet colleague — to
chair a discussion on any government policy,
with participants from different parts of the
country phoning in their questions. In other
words. as in Worldnet programme, TV viewers
would only hear the voices of participants from
outside Dhaka, but see the picture of the lcad-

— the Prime Minister or a cabinet member
— explaining the issues under discussion,

Years ago, we used to see this kind of pro-
gramme screened on TV networks in the Phi-
Hppines, yielding considerable public relations
benefits for the then president, the lafe Ferdi-
nand Marcos.

Let's imagine how this format would work
here.

While the Prime Minister, perhaps assisted
by a cabinet colleague, would be answering
questions on, say, the education policy, from a
small papel here, a student of Chittagong Uni-
vzrsit}' might ask how the government planned

AR ] to deal with the

¢ 1rising violence
1in his institu-
tion. By the
~“1time the ques-
' phoned in

should in

i tion

-~ 4 from Chittagong
""" thad been an-
swered, we
might get an-
other question
from Rajshahi.
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on a different
aspect of educa-
tional reforms.
If the format
works well with
one subject, it
should work
just as well with
the whole range
of naticnal is-
sues, [rom na-
tional budget to
the VAT contro-
versy, from the
debate gver the
e form of govern-
j ment to popula-
i tion control.
Just imagine
the excitement
of a student in
Chittagong put-
ting a question
directly to the
Prime Minister
or of a trader in
Sylhet question-
ing the Finance
Minister as to
how the intro-
duction of VAT
would benefit
communication? the economy of
the country. And, at this end. a government
leader would get an idea about the thinking of
a common man, in a place far away from the
capital, on a national question. It would be an
unrehearsed feedback. raw and down to earth
This is what the two-way communication is

in this

— Metropolitan

ICTVTR taces serious crisis

The 17th meeting of the
Board of Directors nf Islamic
Centre for Technical and
Vocational Training and
Research (ICTVTR), Dhaka, a
subsidiary organ of the
Organisation of Islamic
Conference (OIC) concluded
Saturday in a local hotel, says a
Press release.

The meeting adopted the
Report of the Director General

BSRS collects
Tk 58 cr

Bangladesh Shilpa

Rin

‘Sangstha (BSRS) has collected

Taka 58 crore during the fi-
nancial year 1990-91 of which
Taka 26.25 crore was recov-
ered from project loan and
Taka 31.75 crore from other
sources, reports BSS.

The total overdues of the
sangstha is Taka 374 crore,
according to an official hand-
out in Dhaka Saturday.

In the light of the recent
government decision BSRS
published a list of 83
defaulting borrowers each of
whose overdues is above Taka
one crore. BSRS has already
taken legal measures against
many of those defaulting
borrowers.

Despite the devastating cy-
clone and the Gulf war, BSRS
was able to recover Taka 13.33
crore through persuasion, mo-
tivation and taking legal strin-
gent measures.

The government has asked
the all financial institutions to
take strong measures against
the defaulting borrowers to re-
cover the loans for the greater
interest of the nation.

Solo painting
show begins

The fifth solo exhibition of
Prof Shamsul Islam Nizam ti-
tled "Sun and Wheel began at
the La Galery at Banani in
Dhaka on Saturday, reports
UNB.

The exhibition on paintings
and ceramics was formally in-
augurated by State Minister for
Information Nurul Huda Sa-

turday afternoon.
In all 66 paintings are on

display in the exhibition, will
remain open from 9 am to 8
pm till July 27.

Nizami, Chairman of the

Department of Sculpture at the
Institute of Fine Arts of Dhaka
University who had been paint-
ing consistently over more
than two decades about, the so-
cio-cultural scenaries of Bang-

Sunday

ladesh.

and the operational budget of
US 1.9725 million dollar for
the financial year 1991-92.
They also approved the rec-
ommendations of the
Academic Committee of
ICTVTR and other important
matters.

The Board took note of the
serious crisis of the Centre and
decided to resolve this crisis.
To ensure fund flow during
crisis, the Board decided for
creation of ICTVTR Trust Fund
by voluntary contributions. The
Board also decided to admit

Muslim students from non -

OIC countries on certain con-
ditions,

The delegates
Bangladesh, Egypt,
Indonesia, Kuwait, Malaysia,
Pakistan, Palestine, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey and UAE, the

from
Gambia,

reEresenlaI.Wc' of the General ber states of OIC

Sécretariat of the OIC, Thierno

Nabika Diallo, Director.
Science and Technology
De nt and the Director

General of the Centre Prof Dr
AM Patwari attended the
meeting.

The Board unanimously re-
elected Saudi Arabia as
Chairman and Bangladesh,
Pakistan, Egypt and Palestine

as Vice-Chairmen of the 17
meeting ol the Board o

Directors. Indonesia was unan-
imously elected as Rapporteur.

Board members while at-
tending the meeting July 10
visited the Centre at Board
Baear, Gazipur. The visitors
were taken around the campus
to see the various physical fa-
cilities created to impart edu-
cation and training to the stu-
dents from the different mem-
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|¥ ROTARY FOUNDATION AMBASSADO.

RIAL SCHOLARSHIP FOR 1992-93

Applications are invited from Bangladesh nationals for
the following categories of Rotary Foundation Ambas-
sadorial Scholarship forthe academic year 1992-93:

1. Post- graduate Scholarship for one academic year.

2. Freedom from Hunger Scholarship for Master's de-
-gree in Agricultural studies for a period of upto two
years.

3. Japan Programme scholarship for 21 months lan-
guage training and academic studies in Japan.

4. Vocational, journalism and teachers of handicapped
¢ Scholarship for one academic year.

Candidates must be between 18 and 30 years of age for
the Post-graduate scholarship and between 21 and 50
years for the others, For admission to US/Canadian uni-
versities 2 minimum TOEFL score of 550 is required.
Candidates must apply with their academic transcripts
and one passport size photograph, to GPO Box

459, Dhaka, Bangladesh by 22nd Julv 1991.

The next step was to
send out applic&tiﬂﬁs
for the research
fellowship

And believe me

it took some doing.
Hunting for addresses.

Electric-typing each a.pplica.tiﬂn
Photocopying all the certificates.
And stamps, stamps, stamps.
Posted each envelope personally.
Settled down to a long wait.

The postman became

Man of the Year.

But every evening found an empty
mailbox. Until a m:c:ment ago.

“It's Harvard. no less!”
I think I deserve a Gold Leaf now.

all about. a concept that has eluded the coun- = ;Pf‘f*if_gi'::ﬁ " oro
try's electronic media — perhaps even the gramme Summary
press as a whole — for all these years. However. 5-15 Recitation from the
it is never too late to make a start. Rible
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those who were exploiting
their ignorance.

Hussain, who is also the
Secretary of Intermnal Resource
Division, tlpl’tlll.'d the hgpe
Answer to Previous Puzzie
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