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MESSAGE

This year marks the
second tine the world
community will observe
11 july world population
day. Last year, unfpa was
heartened by the response
of over ninety govern-
ments, the hundreds of
organizations. schools,
communities and the
countless individuals who
Joined us in marking this
important occasion. Rapid
population growth, with
mounting poverty, the
alarming depletion of
natural res ources,

to the environment, migr-
alory pressures, burgeo-
ning cities, and unmet
needs in education.
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health, employment and
housing, threatens the
preserd and future quality
of life on our planet. ‘we
can reverse or at least slow
these trends. concerted
action now by interna-
tional orga-nizations,
governments,
communities, grassroots
organiz-ations and indivi-
duals can affect

population growth and its
distribution. Slower, more
balanced population
growth has a positive
impact on the enviro-
nment, the economy and
the social development of
every nation. Expanded
family planning program-
mes and servic-es,
improved access to
education and health care,
improvements in women's
status and equality of
opportunity are needed.
responsib-ility for the
future begins today. conce-
rm must be transf-erred
into effective action.
Please join wus in
celebrating world popula-
tion day 1991, -

Dr. Nafls Sadik.
Executive Director.
United nations

Population fund (unfpa).
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ACCEPT FAMILY PLANNING TO
ACHIEVE A BALANCE BETWEEN
NATURE &ENVIRONMENT
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ENVIRONMENT, DEVELOPMENT AND
POPULATION OF BANGLADESH

Md. Najmul Huq
Director General
Dwectorate of Family Planning

"The nations of the world are
resolved as never before on
the need for action 1o siow
population growth and to
achieve a balance between
population, development and
the natural environment
which sustains us all.”

This was remarked by Dr.
Nafis Sadik, Executive
Director of the UN Population
Fund on the occasion of the
World Population Day’ 91.

It is obvious from the above
remark of the Executive
Director that the population
problem is not a single
problem of the world but a
bundle of new other
problems have emanated
from it. ¥ we speak of
environment, we should, at
first, consider the problem of
population growth. For the
problems relating poverty,
population, natural resour-
ces and environmet are in
one way or another, inter-
related. Particularly, envi-
ronment and population are
closely interrelated.

On this year's World
Population Day emphasis
has been given on popu-
lation development and
proper protection of environ-
ment, because the balanced
population of a country helps
develop the socio-economic
and environmental condition
of that country.

Excessive population tre-
mendously hinders the
economic growth of the poor
developing countries. As the
increases soO
does the environmental
pollution. To meet the

demand of the excess
population, forests are
getting denuded, soil erosion
is encreasing owing to
constant pressure on it and
this vast areas are turning
into dust bowis.

At the same time, the
surfuce of the earth is
getting heated and the
atmosphere getting poliuted.
Consequently, the ozone
layer of the atmosphere is
thining and the sea level is
increasing. This from the
environmental point of view,
the earth is being con-
tinuously threatened.
Recently, a world-wide
awareness has grown that
such natural changes
threaten the existence of
human beings.

The developing countries,
too, are taking care in
manpower development and
maintenance of natural
balance. Because, in these
countries, the multifarious
demands of the growing
population are exerling a
tremendous pressure on the
standard of environment and
limited resources. On the
other hand, the deteriorating
environment and resource
constraints are also creating
empediment in meeting the
basic needs of the people.
The two major problems of
the developing countries are
. poverty- and ecological
crisis. At the root of these
two problems are the
burgeoning population and
the basic needs of this ever
growing population. To meet
their needs, there is an
increasing préssure on the

cultivable land. Further, the
increasing need for housing
is resulting in a decrease in
cultivable land. Combined
wilh these, the needs for fuel
and others are leading the

destruction of the forests.
Bangladesh is no exception
to this. The forest area in

it has almost the highest
population density in the
world. Excessive high birth

rate and low death rate have
resulted in doubling the
population in 33 years. N this
rate continues, the
population will again double
in 33 years. Another
disquieting aspect of the
population of Bangladesh is
its age structure. 46 percent
of the total population Is
within 15 years of age. Of
the total female population,
48.4 percent are within the
reproductive age groups of

Bangladesh is very small. It
is only 16.85 percent of total
land area. Out of this forest
area with abundant trees Is
not more than 10 percent.
Where as 25 percent of total
land area is needed for any
country for the maintenance
of proper environment. The
population scenario of

Bangladesh is rather dismal.
793 people live per square
kilometer in the country of
1,43,998 square kilometers .
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POPULATION DAY 1991
THE PRIORITIES :
* Eradicating poverty and hunger — 1.2 billion

le still ive in absolute poverty.

. wer, more balanced tion growth —
The 1990s will see the largest increase in the
poli:.}l::mn of developing countries of any decade
in history.

* Protecting the environment — Poverty and pop-
ulation growth combine for environmental
degradation.

* Cleaner technoloﬁ'ieu — Transfer of clean tech-
nology allows development without damage to
the environment. .

* Human-centred development — Better health,
education and social services, including family

lanning.

* Status of women — Investment in women is the
key to development.

WORLD POPULATION AT A GLANCE

YR. 1950 - 252 Cr. YR, 1980 — 450 Cr.
YR. 1960 - 302 Cr.  YR. 1990 — 530 Cr.

YR. 1970 - 370 Cr.  YR. 2000 - 625 Cr. (Projecied)
POPULATION OF BANGLADESH

YR. 1951 - 4.21Cr. YR. 1981 - K99 Cr.
YR. 1974 - 764 Cr. YR. 199] - 11.63 Cr.
YR. 1978 - R47 Cr.

15-49 years. Eighty million
people of the country are
illeterate, of whom more than
hall are women. In such an
adverse situation, it is very
difficult to bring down the
growth rate of population to a
tolerable level. Moreover,
there are the problems of
early- marriage, limited
scope for female education,
tunities for women. The high
death rate of infants and
newborns leads to a high

reproduction rate. Poverty,

unemployment, illiteracy,
malnutrition, Iinsufficient

sanitation arrangement and,
above all, social supers-
titions etc. are still the main
obstacles for Iimproved
health, responsible parent-
hood and high living
standard.

The population of Bang-
ladesh is now about 11
crores. If this figure doubles
in 33 years, none can
imagine what will happen.
Then the government will fail
to meet the basic needs of
the people like food, cloth,
shelter and medicare.
Furthermore, the wide
imbalance in population size
and rosources will result in
extreme poverty and
unemploymet. Social insta-
billy will worsen, ecological
balance will disrupt and
desertisation process may
start. As such, the
environment may also be
threatened. Development will
be dangerously blocked.
That is why, upholding such
practicalities, the govern-
ment has framed the problem
as the first and formost
problem and has given top
priority to figthing this
problem. The efforts are in
continual progress to grow
consciousness in the people
about the dreadful growth
rate of population.

It was admitted in Third Five
Year Plan period that
population growth was the
major obstacle to socio
economic development. In
that plan period, the aspects
emphasized were to make
opportunities for greater
community participation in
the family planning
programme by creating
awareness among them
about the hazards of
population growth, to
strengthen political commit-
ment towards the
programme, to reduce the
death rate of the infants and
the newborns by upgrading
maternity and infant health
services and above all, to
upgrade the standard of the
service of the Family
Planning Programme. At'that
time, the demographic target
was set to reduce the grouth
rate of population from 2.4
percent in 1985 to 1.8
percent in 1990. In the Third
Five Year Plan period, a few
fixed targels were achieved.
For example, the rate of
contraceptive prevalence
rose to 40 percent as
targetted. Death rate of
infants fell from 125 per
thousand to 110. The total
fertility rate fell from 7 in 70's
to 4.5 . The desired mumber
of children also fell from 4 to
2.1. The recently published
draft census report hints at
the reduction in the growth
rate of population.

While formulating the Fourth

See Page 11
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