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Squeezing the last drop out

"I'hl:nlghth not exactly what you would call

appetising.” said Ashraful Huq while staring at

nes l::m:hmg uice out of sugarcanes by

the roadside, " but its- still just about the best
drink around.”

‘Not only that, it's indigenous to the region,
comes without any brand name patented some-
where in the northern hemisphere. and it's
never advertised on television. _

Sugarcane juice, sold by vendors manually
operating simple, two-roller machines, is one of
the few juices available in Dhaka that comes
without any additives, preservatives or any
other "actives” injected into it. (This supremely
healthy situation may change dramatical once
some company decides to put the stuff in a bot-
tle, wrap a flashy label around it and push it
throughﬁadunulfw:rrabmndnrw]]md
uct). But what's more, you don’t have to go. to
Guishan and pay througli your nose o enjoy il

Vendors, with their somewhat obsolete-look-
ing machines and stacks of canes, are all over
the city, on pavements and street-corners, par-

ticularly in busy areas.
Iit's not my selling a product that does not

scream at potential buyers out of billboards or
TV screens. Competition is tough, what with
aggressive marketing of fizzy substances whose
only natural ingredient may well be water.

Sugarcane juice, unlike this or that cola, maybe Jutce

high on sweetness, but it is decidedly low on
street-appeal.

"Akher rosh — the choice of a new genera-
tion”, is not a slogan that is likely to set the av-
erage 18-year-old trembling with anticipation.

Besides, the roadside stalls without covers
seats or any con other that the machine
itself, give a pretty bare and unhygienic im-
m- of themselves. But despite all that,

RninlikelyoverCtg,RaJﬂhahl
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Funnily enough, there is no medical evi-
dence. based on research, which proves sugar-

cane helps resist jaundice. But doctors swear by
it and patients to drink it without hesita-
tion. '

"Sugarcane does nnt harm you, it is in fact
good for you, so why not dnnk it anyway?" said
a doctor.

The jaundice theory is supported by the

juice-sellers themselves.

"Many of our customers are recovering from
jaundice,” Azam Miah from Noakhali said,
"that's one good reason why they come regu-
larly.”

Azam frequently sells cane juice in bulk to
offices, clubs, even hospitals. Sugarcane is the
least harmful of all sweetening agents, and by
far the most beneficial. ( But the real irony is
that ence sugarcane is refined into white sugar.
it becomes poisunous and o destroyer of pro-
teins; but molasses and brown sugar do retain
some good attributes of the original).

Azam bought his crushing machine from the
Nayabazar market for 4,000 Taka and works
with two partness. One cuts the skin off the
cane, Azam does the crushing while the third
deals with the customer,

"Good thing about sugarcane is that you can
find it all year round,” one of Azam's ers
said, " and everyday we sell over 400 glasses of
At three Taka per glass, that's not bad going
at all. But they do have to put up with all that
working in the open entails: rain. burning hot
sun, traffic noise, and the dust.

Nothing is wasted. At the end of the day —
on average 15 hours — all the bagasse is taken
home by Azam and others to be used as fuel

(beats chopping mango trees for firewood any
day)

"This hot-and-cold weather is particularly
bad for jaundice”, said Azam who seemed to
have built-up a rudimentary knowledge about
the discase, "besides, it's a good, refreshing
drink.”

The very best there is.

Bangladesh Television

rrespon (BTV) earned a revenue of
B)" Staff Co dent more than Taka 15.48 crore
Weather forecast valid till E"Fﬂl of Thursday says l‘l:illk:l;" from commercial advertise-
thundershower accompanied t:nwr-ry gusty wind ments during the last fiscal
to occur at many places over Chittagong and Rajshahi divi- year, reports UNB.
sions and at a few places over Dhaka and Khuina divisions. Day The revenue of Taka 15
wlﬂrcnmnunclmmdmth:munuy crore 48 lakh 57 thousand 686
Outlook for subsequent two : Little change. earned during the fiscal was
Extended outlook for another days: No marked change. the highest since 1971, a PID
The temperature and humidity of some cities on handout said in city
Wednesday are: Wednesday.
City Temperature in Celsius Humidity The amount shows an in-
Max Min ® am 6 pm crease of Taka 37 lakh 72
Dhaka 32.8 27 80 B4 thousand 624 which is 2.49
Chittagong 31 26.2 85 80 per cent more than the previ-
m 32.3 26.5 95 98 | ous fiscal year.
32.5 26.7 75 92 Despite Gulf crisis, recent
30 26.6 85 K5 cyclonic devastations and
mﬂ 32.5 24.7 83 82 other economic odds, the re-
Jessore 32 26.7 — 9] | markable earning has been
Cox's Bazar 31.2 25.2 85 — | possible through sincere ef-
m;“ 31 26 .2 78 B85 forts of the BTV's Sales
(Commercial ) Department,
the handout said.
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Besides, over Taka four lakh
additional revenue has also

been earned by the depart-
ment as enlistment fee from
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World Population Day programmes
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia will inaugurate a semi-

nar on '‘Environment and tion' at the Memorial

Hall m the city today at 10.30 am. Health Minister
Kamal Ibne Yousuf will attend the function as special guest.

Family Planning Directorate will bring out a colourful pro-
cession in observance of the Day. Health Minister
will lead the procession to be participated by the officers and
employees of the directorate.

The Family Planning Directorate will also hold a seminar
'Family, Planning for Ecological Balance and Protection ol
Environment' at thr. directorate today (Th
the NIPORT auditorium in the city to mark the

Freedom Fighters' rally

Freedom fighters from the remote areas of the country will
stage a demonstration today l*l'hunda!] at 11 am in front of
the office of Bangladesh Muktijoddha Sangsad Kendrio
Command Council in the city.

The demonstration to be followed by a procession has been
convened to m against various undemocratic activities of

the Sangsad
Jute goods display and sales centre

State Minister for Jute, Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, will inau-
gurate a permanent display and sales centre of jute goods
pml:luoed by the Banglm:lcah Jute Mills Corporation (BJMC) at
the Amin Court building of Motijheel Commercial Area today

(Thursday) at 10 am.

, Certificate-giving ceremony

The certificate-giving ceremony of a workshop on televi-
sion drama - performance will take place today (Thursday) at
11.30 pm at the National Institute of Mass Communication.

Information Secretary Nuruddin Ahmed Al-Masud will
distribute certificates among the participants of the six-week
workshop. Director General of the institute Abdullah Al-
Mamun will chair the function.

Photo exhibition of Pavel Rahman

A solo exhibition of photographs taken by photo journalist
Pavel Rahman will be held at the Sir Salimullah Medical
College today (Thursday) at 12 noon.

Organised by Rotaract Club of the College. the exhibition
will be followed by inauguration of 'Dr Ibrahim Memorial
Newspaper Stand' at the college campus.

Rotarian Iftekharul Alam will open the exhibition and the
newspaper stand.

Publication ceremony

The publication ceremony of 10 books published by the
Dhaka City Museum Authority will be held today (Thursday) at
5 pm at the Institute of Arts of the Dhaka University. Majharul
lulam. Prof Anisuzzaman and Poet Asad Choudhury will speak
on the books.

The newly-published books will bc sold during the cere-
mony at reduced prices.

JSD (Rab) meeting

A general meeting of JSD (Rab) will be held today
(Thursday) at 3 pm at the Buriganga Bhaban at Wiseghat in
the city. The two-day meeting is e to be attended by

the district and upazila level leaders of the party.

Seminar on 'bleeding peptic ulcer’

A seminar on "bleeding peptic ulcer” will be held today
(Thursday) at 10 am at the Sir Salimullah Medical College
Gallery No 1.

sed by the Medical Club of the College, the seminar
will will be presided over by Prof MA Majid and conducted by
Hossain Imam Al-Had\.

The speakers of the seminar include : Prof Shah Munir

Hossain, Dr JC Shaha and Dr M Muhibur Rahman.

Anti-nuclear war film show

A show of films based on 'antf-nuciear war and ‘apartheid’
will take place today (Thursday) at the central auditorium of
Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology

(BUET). ¢

by the students chapter of the Institution of
Engineers, esh (IEB), the film show is being spon-
sored by the United Nations Information Centre (UNIC).
Three films titled 'Boom’. 'Human ts and Concert’ and
'Apartheid: 20th Century Slavery’ will be screened during the
film show.

DU Islamic History re-union

An Eid re-union of the ex-students of the Islamic History
and Culture Department of the Dhaka University will be held
today (Thursday) at 6 pm at the Hotel Sundarban in the city.

Rotary Club meeting

The 22nd regular weekly meeting of the Rotary Club of
Uttara will be held today (Thursday) at 5.15 pm at Chiling
Restaurant. Sector-4, Uttara in the city.

Anniversary of Dr Shahidullah's birth

Shahidullah will observe 107th birth anniversary of
Dr Muhammad 8 ullah today (Thursday) at the college
auditorium at State Minister for Information Nurul
Hudn 1nm"lll hc l.he cgltl‘ guest.

& Blrﬂlamwersary of Dr Shahndu]hh

The 107th birth of Dr Mohammad &I'nhldu]kh
will be observed tomorrow (Friday). A discussion
"Dr Shahidullah's teachings and philosophy of life" will bc
held at the Vidyapith auditorfum, Mirpur at 4 pm on the day
under the auspices of Dr Mohammad Shahidullah Adarsha

v X

Chairman of the Board of Directors of BSS and recipient of
‘Oyan h Shahidullah Gold Medel' Dr Ashrafl Siddigi will
attend discussion as the chief guest while Dr Anisuzzaman

ﬂmmqu-ﬂhm-ﬂm
Principal Razia Hossain, Princi ury Shahid
Hossain, Abul Hossain and Kazi will participate in
the discussion.

Rapport workshop on VAT

A one-day works on' Value Added Tax (VAT) will be in-

mﬁnﬂkhﬂlhﬂ“h}
Iam internal Resourées Division and C
Nagional of Revenue. Dr Sheikh Mogsud All, Member
Planning Commission will present the key-note paper while
Hmﬂm Managing Director, Rapport, will offer
the address of welcome.
Inauguration of anti-terrorism film
Dhaka Untversity Vice-Chancellor Prof M Moniruzzaman

Miah will inaugurate the rehearsal of a short film titled
‘Thikana' at the Teacher-Student Centre of the University

,E.

tomorrow at 10am.

The short film violence in educational institutions
will be directed by Rahman, a writer of short stofies
Samak, a cultural will sponsor the film.

DU Pro-VC Wakil Ahmed, former DU Pro-VC Prof

Emajuddin Ahmed, H?MMMHDU writer
Imdadul H Milon, rﬂmr of BTV Atiqul Hugq
Chhatra HMMMMMM
(N-8) President Nazmul Huq Prodhan, Chhatra Meitri leader
Nur Ahmed Bakul and Chhatra Union leader Nasir-ud-Doza
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Open University starts

functioning next year

| The country’s first ever Open

Unlvmlty will go into aca-
demic session urly next

year, UNB.

This was disclosed at a meet-
ing between Education and
Cultural Affairs Minister
AQM Badruddozza Chow-
dhury and a delegation of
Asian Development Bank
LﬁDB] in Dhaka on

J\DB’I mlml.g:r of education
and population sector
Vander Lindan led the del-
'%nunn at the meeting

ich was also attended by
education secre ANM
Yousuf and ADB resident
representative Basu Dev
Sharma. .

The delegation members said
the Open University will
particularly enable the

people living in the rural
Iltulnplml.lthiﬂleredu-

Onemter

falling from

roof of bus

Our SSMCH
Correspondent
One person died after
falling off a bus near

Shyampur - and Demra
Hnmmmdlnnmdﬂnu

Pnllﬂz said T‘m

(60) was serfously injured after
faling from a over-crowded
minibus on night. He
was taken to the Sir Salimullah
Medical Hospital where he

succumbed to the injuries.

The technical and other re-
lated matters about the
Open University will be dis-
cussed at a national work-
shop on August 3-4.

The workshop will be held
with the coordination of the
Manila based Asian Deve-

t Bank.

Different projects of education
sector under financial assis-
tance of ADB including the
development of primary ed-
ucation in Chittagong divi-
sion and secondary science
education project also came
up for discussions at the
meeting.

ADB will provide about 68 mil-
on dollars for development
of primary education in
Chittagong division, the
meeting was informed, says

an official handout.
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Mohammad Shahidullah in front of National Press Club on W.dnunday

BCL activists threaten to
kill me, says expelled leader

Former President of the

Jahangirnagar University unit
of Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) on Wednesday protested
the decision of his expulsion
from the and said a sec-
tion of the party has threat-
ened his life, reports UNB.

*“A section of BCL (A-A)
workers have threatened to
kill me if | don't léave the
campus,” Mohammed Ruhul
Amin told a press conlference
in the campus on Wednesday.

The BCL leader was ousted
from the party Monday by the
Central Committee on charges
of anyj-party activities.

The decision of his expul-
sion order came when the BCL
nominee from JU Students
Action Committee panel for
the VP post. Mohammed
Jahangir Alam was defeated by
a margin of 10 votes in the re
cent JUCSU polls.

Condemning the exp ulsion
order, Amin mh:l BCL Central
committee neither had any

specific charges agajnst him
nor could they provide any ev-
idenece.

He alleged that he was not
served with any show-cause
notice and said he larnt about
his expulsion from newspaper
reports.

*My expulsion order was
made for vengeance and per-
sonal gratification of former

JUuCcsSU VP Enamul Hug
Shamim,” he complained.

Meanwhile the present Vice
President of the BCL
Mohammad Belayet Hossain
Khan and other activists today
condemned the “unilateral de-
cision” of the BCL Central
Committee and termed the
decision “undemocratic® and
the changes brought against
Amin as “baseless”.

The other faction of the
BCL however, hailed the
Central Committee’s decision.

Meet in memory of
Rudra Shahidullah

By Staff Correspondent

Rishij Shilpi Gosthi, a cul-
tural organisation, held a dis-
cussion meecting in memory of
late poet Rudra Mohammad
Shahidullah in front of the
National Press Club in the city
Wednesday afternoon.
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Chaired by singer Fakir
Alamgir. chief of the organisa-
tion. the meeting was ad-
dressed. by Fayz Ahmed as
chiel guest, poets Nirmalendu
Goon, Ashim Saha, Mohan
Rathan and Istekbal Hessain
and poetry recitist Mariam
Mannan.

The memorial discussion
was followed by a cultural




