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Towards an Efficient

If something is worth , it 1s worth
well. After our own experiences with soclalism
and nationalisation, we have come to the decision
that the future growth of our economy will be
based on the growth of the private sector boosted
by a free play of the market forces. Having
reached that conclusion, it is natural that we
should take all steps to make the domestic'mar-
ket as free and efficient as possible. This is the
crux of the m e that the World Bank Report
made public in a press conference yesterday. So
now that we have opted for a free market based
economy, then let us make that market as free

and as as possible.
The m is, how do we go about doing it?
One of first measures that need to be taken is

to remove the existing distortions that mitigate
against the growth of an efficient market.
Currently there exists a dichotomy in our econ-
omy between the public and the private sectors.
Certain restrictions apply to the private sector
and not to the other. Take for example the ques-
tion of bank credits. Because the public sector
units are considered government owned, banks
do not hesitate — nationalised banks especially —
to continue to extend loans to them, far beyond
the limits that normal banking considerations
would dictate. Meaning that in competing for the
same market, perhaps with the same type of
product, there exists discriminatory credit facili-
ties for the two sectors.

Similarly sometimes a public sector ineffi-
ciency is passed on to the private sector thereby
inhibiting the latter's competitive edge. For ex-
ample, because of the inefficiency of the power

or and due to more than 40 per cent system
loss, price of energy is very high in our country,
cost of which is borne by every production unit
that uses that energy. If our energy sector was ef-
ficient, resulting in cheap energy, our manufac-
tured products would cost less, resulting into a
bigger market and a more efficient play of the
market forces. The point here is very clear. Both
the private and the public sectors must compete
on equal footing, and the government should not
subsidise efficiency and mismanagement.

In to create an efficient and competitive
market in Bangladesh it has to be remembered
that more than 60 per cent of our people are out-
side the scope of market forces. This is because
of the widespread nature of our poverty. Because
of large-scale unemployment there is low genera-
tion of income, which hinders the expansion of
effective demand in the market. Therefore an
essential part of our efforts to expand our market
should consist of measures directed to alleviate
Boverty. In this the multi-lateral aid agencies and

i-lateral assistance bodies must help us to attract
more foreign investment.

While we expand and open our markets to for-
eign competition, efforts to erect tariflf barriers
and other ﬂle'{}lﬂttlﬂnist measuses must be halted
in the markets of the developed countries. As we
are becoming competitive in some areas. the
markets of those products are being closed to us,
or are at least being made less accessible. The
World Bank and the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), two of the most powerful proponents of
free market, must play a more active role in pre-
venting protectionist measures from being
adopted against the developing world.

Zaituns and Gender-strife

GK Chesterton's was doubtlessly a ponderous
presence. But his literary bequest for us is bewil-
deringly diverse — and subtle. GK wrote a night-
marish thriller — ‘The Man who was Thursday'
which took off with two friends arguing about
what was an accident. On maintained that in his
daily shuttling between the Victoria and Charing
Cross railway stations — when he would fail to

reach destination without his intending it. the
Freventl agent would be an accident. e other
riend said it was indeed on the contrary — every

time he reached his destination was an accident
— for there were a million reasons for his failing
to get to his desired place, much more than the-
re were reasons for his succeeding in doing so.

If GK were living now and in Bangladesh he
would be, sure enough, a befuddled man himself.
Zaitunnahar, a student of the Rauzan College went
to visit her relations in Betbunia sometime last
month. While a stroll in the beautiful sur-
roundings, she was pounced upon by five police-
men from the nearby police training camp — gang
raged and — as a parting gift — hacked to death.
(She, however, somehow survived the blows and
was treated at Chittagong Medical College. On
July 1 she succumbed to her injuries.) What is the
chance of anybody in Bangladesh going out to
anywhere and returning in one piece? No doubt
many still do that otherwise this place would
simply cease to be. But there are quite a few
Zaituns who do not return — and their number is
on the rise. Not-ret is perhaps still not the
rule, and is a case of accident. But, if things are
not made to change for better, returning would
soon become an accident.

A student from Dhaka has written to a national
dn.ll;atlo say, in many an%ry words, that it was good
for Zaitun to die — for Iiving for her would mean
social torture for the rest of her days. It is a letter
that denounces both the crime and all that would
follow — that is heaping punishment after pun-
ishment on the victim for her part of the guilt in
being a woman and then su such a violation
of the human person. It is also a letter written in
despair and in an expression of social protest.
E&ntyln our backward, unjust and unnourished

ety, women are coming up and taking their
place out. Gender-conflict would follow in profes-
sion before the puffed up males come to accept
the m—mw equation. And, it is certain,
the process exalt many martyrs—Zaitun bei
one of them, and by no means the first or the last.

Social protest is the best instrument to restrict
casualties in this unequal strife. Unequal because
one gender has all that it needs to have its way —
law and religion, tradition and economic power,
social imbalance and muscles. And the other not-
hing to protect her — and her children. Unequal
because the bully is figh a losing battle. He is
already on the retreat and that explains his extra-
touchiness, born of nervousness. Every act
of burning Daisies alive in j and elsewhere
and of gang-raping Ziatuns in Betbunia and elsew-

here a nail into the coffin of male privilege.
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path to spite those against
whom one bears {ll-will, and "moga-gati”, is
aberration due to rance. But perhaps the
worst of the four is "bhaya-gati®, for net
does bhaya, fear, stifle and slowly destroy
sense of right and wrong, it so often lies at the
root of the other three kinds of corruption.
Just as "Chanda-gati®, when not the result of
sheer avarice, can be caused by fear of want or
fear of losing the good will of those one loves,
so fear of being surpassed, humiliated or in-

jured in some way can provide the impetus for
fll-will. And it would be difficult to dispel igno-
rance unless there is freedom to pursue the
uulhunhthrudbyhr.“thmccc-uh-
tionship between fear and corruption it is little
wonder that in any society where fear is rife
corruption in all forms becomes deeply en-.
trenched.

Public dissatisfaction with economic hard-
ships has been seen as the chiefl cause of the

| movement for democracy in Burma, s
offl by the student demonstrations of 1 It is
true that years of incoherent policies, of-
ficial measures, b inflation and

real incomes had turned the country into an
economic shambles.
But it was more than the difficulties of

eking out a barely acceptable standard of living

I‘Ihit had eroded the patience of a traditionally

good-natured, ‘quiescent — it was also
the humiliation of a way of life disfigured by
corruption and fear. The students were
protesting not just against the death of their
comrades but against the denial of their right
to life by a totalitarian regime ' which deprived
the present of meaningfulness and held out no
for the future.

And because the students' protests articu-
lated the frustrations of the people at large,
the demonstrations quickly grew into a na-
tionwide movement. Some of its keenest sup-
porters were businessmen who had developed
the skills and the contacts necessary not only
to survive but to prosper within the system.
But their affluence uﬂl::nd them no genuine
sense of security or fulfillment, and they could
not but see that if they and their fellow citi-
zens, regardless of economic status, were to
achieve a worthwhile existence, an accountable
administration was at least a necessary if not a

I sufficient condition. The people of Burma had

wearied of a precarious state of passive appre-
hension where they were "as water in the
cupped hands” of the powers that be,

Emerald cool we may be

As water in cupped hands

As splinters of glass

In cupped hands.

Glass splinter's, the smallest with its sharp,
glinting power to defend itsell against hands
that try to crush, could be seen as a vivid sym-
bol of the spark of courage that is an essential
attribute of those who would free themselves
from the grip of oppression.

Bogyoke Aung San regarded himself as a
revolutionary and searched tirelessly for an-
swers to the problems that beset Burma during
her times of trial. He exhorted the people to
develop courage: "Don't just depend on the
courage and intrepidity of others. Each and ev-
eryone of you must make sacrifices to become
a hero possessed of cou and intrepidity.
Then only shall we all be able to enjoy true
freedom.”, .

The effort necessary to remain uncorrupted
in an environment where [ear is an integral
part of everyday existence is not immediately
apparent to those fortunate enough to live in
states governed by the rule of law.

Just laws do not merely prevent corruption
by meting out impartial punishment to oflend-
ers. They also help to create a society in which
people can fulfil the basic requirements neces-

uninterrupted Socialist

A Party rule has brought a

new generation of leaders into

positions of power in France.
They call it the “"rose

nomenklatura”, a play on the

decade of almost

Today, July the 10th 1991, Aung San
Suu Kyi, Burma's leading ian and
dissident, is awarded the Sakharov
Prize for Freedom of thought by the
European Parliament. She is, however,
not in Strasbourg for the award cere-
mony since for the last two years she
has been under house arrest in
Rangoon. The three previous prize win-
ners were Nelson Mandela, Alexander
Dubcek and Anatoly Marchenko.
Despite the overwhelming electoral
victory of her party in May last year,
Aung San Suu Kyi and many of her
supporters continue to suffer political
detention. The military authorities have
refused to transfer power to a civilian
government in accordance with their

] Life expectancy’

sary for the preservation of human dignity
without recourse to corrupt practices. Where
there are no such laws, the burden of uphold-
ing the principles of justice and common de-

France

The Elysee's New Face

cency falls on the ordinary people.

it is the cumulative effect of their sustained
effort and steady endurance which will change
a nation where reason and conscience are
warped by fear into one where legal rules exist
to promote man's desire for and jus-
tice while restraining the less desirable, de-
structive traits in his nature.

In an age when immense technological ad-
vances have crealed lethal weapons which
could be, and are, used by the powerful and the
unprincipled to dominate the weak and help-
less, there is a compelling need for a closer
relationship between politics and ethics at
both the national and international levels.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
of the United Nations proclaims that “every
individual and every organ of society” should
strive to promote the basic rights and free-
doms to which all human beings regardless of
race, nationality or religion are entitled. But as
long as there are governments whose authority
is founded on coercion rather than on the
mandate of the people, and interest groups
which place short-term profits above long-
term peace and prosperity, concerted interna-
tional action to protect and promote human
rights will remain at best a partially realised
struggled.

re will continue to be arenas of strug-
gle where victims of oppression have to draw
on their own inner resources to defend their
inalienable rights as members of the human
family. -

The quintessential revolution is that of the
spirit, born of an intellectual conviction of the
need for change in those mental attitudes and
values which shape the course of a nation's
development. A revolution which aims merely
at changing official policies and institutions
with a view to an improvement in material con-
ditions has little chance of genuine success.

Without a revolution of the spirit, the forces
which had produced the iniquities of the old
order would continue to be operative, posing a
constant threat to the process of reform and
regencration. It is not enough merely to call
for freedom, democracy and human rights.

There has to be united determination to
persevere in the struggle, to make sacrifices in
the name of endu truths, to resist the cor-
rupting influences of desire, ill-will, ignorance
and fear.

Saints, it has been said, are the sinners who
go on trying. So [ree men are the oppressed
who go on trying and who in the process make
themselves fit to bear the responsibilities and
to uphold the disciplines which — will main-
tain a free society.

Among the basic [reedoms to which men
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nrﬂtrnftl'-dz Fear of imprisonment, fear of
torture, fear of death, fear of losing friends
family, pro or means of Wvelihood, fear of

poverty, fear
insidious form of fear is that which masquer-
dmﬂnumwmhommormn-hﬁonm-

ning as lish, reckless, t or
futile the small, Mmﬂwm
help to preserve man’'s self-respect and inher-
ent human dignity. '

It is not for a people conditioned by
fear under tltlrurnrl.l.hnfﬂﬂrl'tm'lphl.hﬂ
might is right to free themseives from the en-
ervating miasma of fear. Yet even under the
most crushing state machinery rises
up again and again, for umtmﬂ:uuul
state of civilised man.

The wellspring of courage and endurance in
the face of unbridled power is generally a firm
belief in the of ethical com-
bined with a historical sense that despite all
sctbacks th condition of man is set on an ulti-

mate course for both spiritual and material ad-

vancemenlt.
It is his for self-improvement and
sclf-redemption which most distinguish man

from the mere brute. At the root of human re-
sponsibility is the concept of ., the
urge to achieve it, the intelligence to find a
path towards it, and the will to follow that path
if not to the end at least the distance needed
to rise, above individual limitations and envi-
ronmental impediments. .

It is man’s vision of a world fit for rational,
civilised humanity which leads him to dare and
to suffer to societies free from want and
lear. Concepts such as truth, justice and com-
passion cannot be dismissed as trite when
these are often the only bulwarks which stand

were almost as scarce among
the 'nomenklatura’ of the
country as a decade ago,
according to official statistics.
Of the 10 socialist militants
who surrounded Mitterrand in
the election posters of 1981

emblem of the party that took
the reins of government in
May 1980 after the first victory
ol Francois Mitterrand in the
presidential elections.

Over that period, France's
leadership "has become a little
more rose, somewhat femi-
nised and above all rejuve-
nated”, commented the influ-
ential 'Le Monde' newspaper.

Similar conclusions have
been reached by other journals
and by recent research by vari-
ous French sociologists, politi-
cal scientists and journalists.

These studies affirm that
the change began 10 years agr
and produced "a conquest of
the nerve centres of society”
by the Socialist Party.

Yet this evolution, which
marked the access of the
‘Mitterrand generation' to the
levers of power, did not b
any greater politicisation of the
holders of economic power.

"Despite being loyal in his
relations of friendship,
Mitterrand has not taken
advantage of his position in the
Elysee Palace (seat of the
presidency) to favour his fol-
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address.
Michael Landon

Sir, Deadly cancer has re-

‘| cently claimed the life of an in-

ternationally reputed television
star, Michael Landon. Michael
died on July I, from inoperable
cancer of liver and pancreas,
We deeply mourn his death.
Like other TV viewers
of the world, | am also an ad-
mirer of Michael Landon.
During my school days | used
to watch Michael as the Little
Joe in the popular serfes
‘Bonanza'. His remarkable roles
as Charles Ingalls in "Little
House on the Prairie” and as
the angelic drifter in "Highway
to Heaven” will remain alive in

Letters for publjcation in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

lowers in the economic appa-
ratus,” sald one commentator.

The decade which
Mitterrand has spent as the
head of state has brought
essentially a rejuvenation of
executives in the major indus-
trial and financial groups, says
economist Elie Cohen.

However, these new lead-
ers, their ages av under
50, "think they do not owe
anything to the socialists, and
see themselves above all as
entrepreneurs independent of
their political allegiance.”

Jean Peyrevelade, president
of the UAP insurance company,
the largest in France, and con-
sidered a symbol of the new
class of French executive,
agreces.,

This professionalisation of
economic leaders began in
1983 when the Socialist Party
_abruptly changed the direction
of its economic policy and de-
cided to give greater autonomy
to private companies, he said.

Between 1981 and 1982,
the nationalisation of private
companies brought into the
board room "people selected

Francois

Mitterrand's

decade-long

presidency has diversified and democratised
access to power in France, Daniel Gatti of

IPS reports from Paris.

on the basis of their political
colour rather than their pro-
fessional qualities”, says the
newspaper 'Le Monde'.

But starting in 1983, the
state began to take more in-
terest in professionalism, and
it may be said that “"globally,
men directly linked to the
Socialist Party are not very
numerous in the wupper
reaches of the national econ-
omy".

This trend increased in
1988 when the socialists
returned to power after the
brief government of the
conservative parties (1986-
1988).

The alternation in power
between the socialists and the
right "brought a depoliticisa-
tion in the process of selecting
economic cadres, because the

was

Socialist Party in 1988 kept
many of the cadres introduced
by the right in 1986", accord-
ing to political scientist Alain
Duhamel.

Denis Kisser, head of the
powerful Federation of
Insurance companies, says that
with the arrival of Mitterrand
and the socialists to power "a
formidable generational effect
produced, with the
propulsion of young people
into leadership posts.”

This was a phenomenon
which distinguished France
from Japan, Germany or the
United States; countries where
it is rare to see young people
at the head of important com-
panies.”

The left in power has
"diversified and democratised"
the access to power, promot-
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our memories for ever. |
May God rest his soul in
eternal peace,

M. Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute, Dhaka-1207.
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Sir, Recent Budget has in-
creased the Excise Duty on Gas
by 10% eflective 1st July.

Titus Gas should ensure
that all the gas meters have
been read before that day as
otherwise they would calculate

any excess consumption on re-
vised rates, although the read-

ings would pertain to con-
sumption before the enhance-
ment of duty. This would mean
that the consumers will have
to pay Excise Duty at the
higher rate for the period
when Excise Duty was lower.

Narme Ali
Motijheel, Dhaka.

Share market

Sir, Several agencies have
welcomed the  proposal of
Finance Minister made in his

budget speech in the Jatiya
Sangsad in respect of disposal
of government shares inher-
ited as abandoned assets after
liberation. |

Unfortunately | am still in
possession of shares purchased
during Pakistani days but no
compensation has been given
yet, while Bangladesh
Government continues to dis-
pose ol Pakistani properties
through auction or so. Further
I purchased shares of Eastern

Cables, a subsidiary company of
Steel Engineering Corporation,
but till date no annual report
has been received though an-
nual general meetings have
beecn held four times till date.

Under the above backdrop
can we manage share market
properly leaving aside the
profitability part ? Let the new
government look into it
hopefully to the benefit of
shareholders,

Sadik Alee
Maghbazar, Dhaka

Israeli threat

Sir, Your 'Briefly’ news col-
umn on July 1 rounds up with
a Reuter report quoting the
Prime Minster of Israel,
Yitzhak Shamir as saying that
‘'only war could end Syrian hos-
tility toward Israel’,

No wonder! it will be Syria's
turn after Iraq.

Hasan Shaheed
Dhadar

ing trade unionists,
members, middle-level [unc-
tionaries and experts, say soci-
ologists Monique Dagnaud and
Dominique Mehl.

Still, workers and farmers

"only the worker and the

farmer, as frequently happens
in French politics, continue to
be obscure personages”,

according to media commenta-
lors.

OPINION
The Defaulter Issue

Some one had to do it.
And BNP Government has
done it this time. Sir, | am
talking of the defaulter issue
whose beneficiaries are now,
through various fora,
veile threats on the
consequences like its adverse
effects on the revival of
economic activities and coun-
try's economic recovery, loss
in revenue earnings through
taxes, duties and income tax
etic. As is usual, any action has
its reaction and it was not

| unexpected that the defaulters

would try to make an issue of
the action which no past
government dared so far.

Your columnist's views in
the "Opinion” column dated
18th June sound very well and
cogent. There will always be a
lot of convincing (?) arguments
in favour of non-payment. This
has been the case with every
delaulter everywhere, however
big or small the amount may
be. If ong in a large business
group is losing money on
his/her borrowed investment
while profiting in others, as
said by your columnist, that
does not and should not mean
that he/she should not honour
his/her commitment to the
banks. Most of them prefer
investment in new venture
rather than re t of loans
which, in most cases, are
taken for granted. Government
action is not against borrowing
as has been attempted to
depict but against non-
payment of public money by a
handful few whose reputation
have now been affected as the
people have come to know the
way of their amassing wealth
which was so long known only
to few. We do not subscribe to
your columnist's views that
mment should distinguish

between shrewed and non-
shrewed borrowers while
asking for refund of the loan.
Hente, the suggestion to
publish "names of 20-25 wilful
defaulters wellknown to every-
one” omitting others is to
make a discrimination
amongst the defaulters which
the ment cannot and
should not do. To bankers, all
clients are equal both in
respect of lending and
recovery. Hundred days of har-
tals and strikes are recent
events while loans have long
origin. Fluctuation in exchange
rates are not uncommon in our
munnz. either. After all, it is
the public money on which the
bankers are neither getting
the interest nor the capital
back while they have to borrow

from the Central Bank tul

overcome their operational
problems.

Sir, in any such decision
making there may be some
who have been invelved
unwittingly. But then that
cannot be helped.

individuals can offer clari-

fications through press as |

some of them have already

done. It s our firm belief that |

vernment will never be
on genuine borrowers or

the

|

Such |

on their uine difficulties.
But how do expect that,
as in the past, government

would continue to be a mute
spectator while a few will play
with public money without any
accountability? After all the
country's new mment is

to a concept of
lmuntnhilittyh. for everyone.
Why should few
consider themse as above
it ?

M.Abedin
heel CA.,




