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Dhaka, Saturday, July 6, 1991

Illggal Iml;l_igrants

The move by the Malaysian authorities to de-
port hundreds of illegal workers from neighbour-
ing countries at a time when the country's private
sector suffers from acute labour shortage, espe-
cially in plantations, underlines a serious anoma-
lous situation in the employment market of this
resourceful Southeast Asian nation. Any form of
deportation, either of individuals or a group of

, causes lnevlt;hle human suffering.

‘ y press reports

from Kumnur. e drive against
the so-called workers Indonesia has

been n:m up like a police operation, without
perhaps lttl;nuOn being paid to human con-
siderations. For instance, in one recent incident,

a boat, 135 unwanted immigrants back
to Indonesia, with a tanker in the Straits
of Malacca, only 10 survivors. On the face

of it, one cannot blame the authorities in Kuala

for this tragedy. However, it is important
for to ensure that a deportation, when
unavoidable, is carriéd out in an orderly manner,
with minimum risks of accidents.

As ed, there are differences of m 1]:5-3
tween the private sector and governmen C
over the size of the labour shortage in Malaysia as
well as on the number of illegal workers who have
found jobs iIn plantations. According to the
Malaysian Trade , there may be as
many as one million illegal imm ts, against
the country's own workforce of 7.2 million,
mainly from Indonesia but also from the
Philippines, Thailand, India, Burma and

esh. However, official estimates put the
figure at 350,000. Now, the private sector has
made a case for letting in more foreign workers,
in addition to the one million illegal ones said to
be inside the country.

It would be nice if Malaysia would open the
door wide open to workers from other Asian
countries, including Bangladesh, a move that
would reduce its own labour shortage and help
others in tackling their unemployment problem.
But it is easier said than done. For one thing, due
to similarities in their physical features, workers
from other Southeast Asian countries, or even
from ladesh, may just merge into the local
population, regardless of their terms of employ-
ment. Again, paradoxically enough, Malaysia too
has its own unemployment, now estimated at 5.8
per cent, which officials attribute to people being
choosy about jobs. Hence, Kuala Lumpur must
keep a check on tion of foreign workers.

Similar situation have developed in Japan and
Singapore. While the authorities in Japan have,
time and again, deported illegal workers from
other Asian countries, including Bangladesh, the
government of Singapore has threatened to use
such a harsh measure as caning against offend-
ers.

To varying degrees, governments of the region,
including our own, are concerned over the s%tua-
tion. Whether they have been doing enough to set
things right is another matter. It is high time the
authorities in Malaysia, Japan and Singapore re-
viewed the situation carefully and, if necessary,
increased the quota of immigrants for their
labour markets, with work permits issued for
specific periods. In doing so, they should hold
detailed consultations not only wi overnments
of countries where the workers may be recruited
from but also with their own private sector.
However eflective may be the system, a propor-
tion of ts may still e to stay on il-
legally, at the expiry of their work permits. This
has happened in many European countries, and
can happen in some countries in this region. The
alternative to a streamlined realistic system is the
continuance of the status quo, which means ex-
ploitation of illegal workers by their employers in
their low wages and unsatisfactory living condi-
tions, police harassment and occasional acciden-
tal deaths of unwanted immigrants in the high
seas. This situation tarnishes the e of a
civilised country whether it is Japan, Malaysia or

Singapore.

Photography as History

An exhibition entitled After the Storm . . .. of
photographs taken in the aftermath of the devas-
tating cyclone and tidal surge of April 29, is cur-
rcm on show at the Allilance Francaise. Orga-
n by a number of non-government organ-
isations which played a ] role in post-disas-
ter relief efforts, the exhibition has put on display
high-quality photographs vividly depicting the
destruction and misery left behind by the wind
and the water, and the efforts the people them-

~ to rebuild their shattered lives.

e exhib o is h};t :lngth:r reminder ﬁf the
?hot:mp y ‘documenting and sav-
I;ﬂmnr posterity B:m lives and loves, trials and
lations, smiles and sorrows of a nation as it
makes its journey through time. A photograph,
particularly if the eye behind the lens is endowed
with sufficient im ation, can tell more about
man's life and society, his struggles and triumphs
at a precise moment of history, than a thousand
written words.
This country suffers from an acute lack of his-

torical documents, not o distant past

way their fathers and grandfathers lived throu
stories told by word of mouth, but rarely
I‘E:;‘!‘élﬁ books or looking at photos. A Etl‘ﬂﬁ
th the National Museum would be enough to
cruelly expose our utter poverty in this depart-
ment. Where photography was not possible, we
have failed to reconstruct. For instance, there are
a_ number of statues representing various avatars
of Vishnu, da back to early years of this mil-
lennium, in the National Museum. But there has
not been any attempt to recreate, through paint-
ings or model-buildings, the socio-cultural gﬂc of
the time. Does the Museum not know how to ? Or
does it not care ?

We now have a wealth of talent available to do
Justice to the present, if only we would shake out
of our current apathy and act. A collection of ﬂhﬂ-

by

tography called A Journey Through lades
Anwar l?I'ma.ln has been in circulation for a num-

ber of years, and the book represents the cul-
tural, political and economic life of the country in
80s in a most comprehensive manner. For the
sake of future generations, such works should not
btwmwvcd as historical documents, but

only
reprin at regu.lar intervals. At the same time,
the government should provide financial support

to publishers to out new, high-qu col-
hc&ln-. An mhfm&mm for dayuiglllnilt :illnyamm
could serve the nation for decades.

|

variety of top names is

A mt:' to  succeed
de Cuellar as
Secretary-General of the
United Nations. Africa feels it
is its tum and a favourite for
the post is 64-year-old Dr
Bernard Chidzero, Finance

Minister of Zimbabwe. But
Africa may not get it.

De Cuecllar steps down at
the end of this year afler two
four-year terms. Though some
would like him to serve again,
he is not in robust health and
there is a view in the West that
the UN now needs a much

more upfront figure at the top.

Since Trgyve Lie of Norway
became the first Secretary-
General in 1946 all but one
(Hammarskjold of Sweden)
have been low-key diplomats.
All have come from small
countries, such as Burma (U
Thant), Austria (Waldheim)
and Peru (Perez de Cuellar)
and none from the five perma-
nent members of the Security
Council. That, however, has not
prevented this time some
people from pushing the un-
likely name of former British
prime minister Margaret

Thatcher.

Oddly enough, she could
even have warmed Presidents
George Bush and Mikhail Gor-
bachev to the idea. She has
close relations with both. On
the other hand, it is difficult to
see the Third World favouring
her, although even there she
has several unlikely admirers.
Britain would be cool, espe-
cially as she increasingly em-
barrasses her successor John
Major on European policies.

The Africans have at least 1946

20 names to play with. In front

John Gambanga and Derek Ingram write respectively from Harare and London

Speculation about

United Nations is hotting up. De Cuellar is expected to retire at the end of the year. Till now

the choice has always
always to find a compromise
different.The US is likely to have the fi
profile candidate than past holders of the post.

with Chidzero are former
Nigerian head of state General
Olusegun , Ghanaian
diplomat Kenneth Dadzie,
James Jonah of Sierra Leone,
who is already in a senior UN

post New York, and

ﬂtunx.ﬁlmumm-
bassador to the UN and now
President of the International
Peace Academy. Salim Ahmed
Salim of Tanzania, now Secre-
tary-General of the -
tion of African Unity, is also
mentioned, but he tried and
failed o get the post eight

been made
figure acce

ycars ago.

It has not been the tradition
for a region to put forward a
joint candidate and this s not
really happening now, since
the Africans did not agree on
one at the OAU meeting
held in Abuja, Nigeria. As out-
rlnl chairman, President
owerli Museveni of Uganda
formed a committee to draw
up a list. It contained five
names, but when submitted
Otunnu’'s name had disap-
rul——ﬂil because
had served the government

of former president Milton
Obote.

Obasanjo uld seem a
mm:butml*-

rhﬂ-:tl'tl'maumdtm.
mainly on the gro of his
human rights record when
head of state, but also because

a soldier does not seem ap-

Wty
One-third of the UN mem-

ber states are Alfrican and

many Alricans feel that,

although the continent is poor
and heavily indebted, it has

TOp l'neﬂ at the u__ | he five secretarie general
N\

be

who is to succeed Perez de Cuellar of Peru as Secretary-General of the

against a background of the Cold War. The problem was
table to the two superpowers. This time it is
nod. And it is said to

lobbying for a higher

men and women of
demic qualifications

diplomatic skill.

UN posts before joining Robert
Mugabe's cabinet at -
dence in 1980. He was direc-
tor of the commeodity division
of the UN Conference on
Trade and Development

and

The Burily Star 4
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public relations. DEREK IN-
GRAM is editor of GIM‘

News Service and was

Cyclone

he Bangladesh cyclone of

April 29-30, 1991 was

the first major disaster
of its kind to occur since the
designation by the General
Assembly of the 1990s as the
"International Decade of
Natural Disaster Reduction”. It
also coincided with the
increasing worries about the
impact of global warming on
the coastal areas of desh.
So far the effects of this have
proved hard to measure, but a
handful of forecasters have
suggested up to half the
country could be under water
by 2030.

Besides the most tragic loss
of life, the disaster also in-
flicted billions of US dollars
worth of damage to crops and
property and seriously under-
mined Bangladesh's medium-
term economic growth
prospects.

This cyclone, as the one in
1970, has put Bangladesh's
predicament squarely before
the global community. When a
poor society which Bangladesh
certainly is, finds itself unable
to hold its own against nature's
fury, it is for the rest of the
world to come in. The tragedy
occurred at a time when the
nation's democratic order
needed a secure, stable basis.
The newly elected .govern-
ment, then only 40 days old,
just could not figure out how to
face the calamity. It was a big
challenge to the government
to keep the survivors alive. It is
obvious that such an unthink-
able crisis is absolutely impos-
sible to manage on the part of
any Government single-hand-
edly, particularly in least de-
veloped country like ours
where hunger stalks and
poverty is constant. Prime

Letters for publication in

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.

Pseudonyms are accepted.

address.
Democratic values

Sir, 1 should like to con-
gratulate your correspondent
Ms S. Bari, for her excellent
report "In the name of demoec-
racy” which appeared in your
esteemed daily on July 1. Her
ifllustrative and humourous ar-
ticle is worth to be appreci-
ated. | hope to come across
such fascinating article in the
future.

Incidentally |1 share the
same views as Ms. S. Bari's
concerning people's freedom
in the name of democracy.
Although | am a firm believer
in democracy but | don't think
that anyone should take undue
advantage of it. As a matter of
fact, one should be more re-
sponsible and thoughtful in his
belief of democratic values.
Democ is not meant for
hurting others' feeling or to
cause them discomfort just for
achieving one's desire.

1 fu r stress upon our
kind-hearted souls for at least
taking a serious thought on
the unchallenged facts pro-
vided by Ms. B. Bari.

Shabbir Yusuf,
Nayapaltan, Dhaka.

tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Relief Effort :

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia's
appeal to the world community
started getting response.

Soon after the cyclone
Bangladesh officials said that
the country urgently needed
$56 million in emergency
supplies. That figure soared far
higher in the next few days
when further assessment was
more possible. In the days fol-
lowing the storm, offers of
foreign governments and in-
ternational reliel groups began
arriving. The King of Saudi
Arabia pledged 400 million
Saudi Riyals (about Tk. 37 mil-
lion). Other help included 20
million dollars from the
European community, $4.3
million from the UK, 5.5 mil-
lion Canadian dollars from

"The Sea Angel was not a catchword

Unique

by A.SM. Nurunnabi

who visited the country to ex-
press their solicitude and con-
cern are Madam Teresa, the
Nobel laureate, the Pakistan
Prime Minister Newaz Sharif
and the Bhutanese Minister for
Social Services deputed by the
Bhutanese King. The Indian
Prime Minister, Chandra
Shekar could also make time
to pay a short visit to apprise
himself of the situation in spite
of his busy campaign schedules
for the Indian elections. The
UN Secretary-General Perez
de Cueller made an impas-
sioned appeal to the world
community urging them to
come forward to extend all-oyt
help and assistance to the

. the Task Force leaves behind is

Canada, 2.5 million dollars
from Japan, 2 million dollars
from the USA, about 3 million
dollars from Germany and 6
million dollars from UNICEF,
India 10 million Indian rupees
and Pakistan 20 million
Pakistani rupees. As the catas-
trophes scale became clearer,
the industrialised countries
found additional resources to
offer.

At the same time, the in-
ternational community started
sending relief materials by air.
India sent five helicopters and
Pakistan sent two for emer-
gency relief operation. The
French State Minister for
Humanitarian actions, Bernard
Kouchner and Hamed Essafi,
Relief Co-ordinator of UN
Disaster Relief Organisation
(UDRO) arrived in Bangladesh

people of Bangladesh.

A new chapter in interna-
tional co-operation for extend-
ing prompt relief to the vast
multitudes of the distressed
people opened with the arrival
of the American Task Force at
the directive of the American
President George Bush in re-
sponse to the plea of the
Prime Minster Khaleda Zia.
Under the leadership of Major
General Henry Stackpole, the
operation of the Task Force
codenamed "Operation Sea
Angel" covered the cyclone
battered areas of 20 thousand
square miles in 12 districts.
The Task Force comprising
seven thousand marines, pi-
lots, doctors, engineers with
logistic supports like dozens of
helicopters, amphibian craft,
water purification plants,

building materials, life saving
drugs carried on their seven
ships embarked on a gigantic
reliefl and rehabilitation pro-
gramme. They carried about
4000 tonnes of food and relief
goods to the distressed island
and coastal belts, by heli-
copters, supercrafts and other
means. They also carried heavy
machines, power pumps, gen-
erators to the remote areas
which were otherwise inacces-
sible by any other means.

The marines of USS St.
Louis did a very difficult job of
reaching relief goods to the
remote and badly hit islands of
Kutubdia, Hatiya and Sandwip.

Hundreds of marines, navy and
engineers of the ship USS
Anchorage, rendered laudable
service in the heavily affected
places like Banshkhali, and
Moheshkhali for two weeks
continuo without a break.
The Task Force Commander,
Major General Stackpole spoke
of their performance in these
terms: "The Sea was not
a catchword phrase, it repre-
sented the gift of life out of
death and hope out of misery”.
Another Task Force member
remarked "what the Task
Force leaves behind is hope
and life for the people of
Bangladesh”. The US Task
Force, by coming to the assis-
tance of the cyclone hit people
of sh, set a new and
pre-eminently laudable chal-
lenge before soldiers every-

enormity of the task and the
challenging circumstances un-
der which it had to be accom-
plished, the Task Force did an
eflicient and timely job that
aided our own relief efforts
and greatly helped to reduce
the suffering of our people.
Their presence gave us the
needed extra boost that made
the relief operation more ef-
fective and fast.

Marilyn Tucker Quale, wife
of the US Vice President Dan

Quayle came to Bangladesh on |

a 3-day visit on May 21 at the
request of President Bush and
in her capacity as the chair-
person of the US Agency for
International Development's
Disaster Advisory Committee.

phrase, it w ‘iﬁ:?;ﬂ oﬂiﬁ‘;'_out of death and hope out of misery”

This visit was a further evi-
dence of the American solici-
tude for the distressed people.
During her stay, she visited the
cyclone ravaged ns to re-
view aid for the resi-
dents, at the same time
for herself the relief opera-
tions being carried out by the
US Task Force. She distributed
reliefl materials among the
distressed people in the af-
fected areas, inspected the
field hospitals and underlined
the need for global support to
Bangladesh in her bid to save
the country from natural disas-
ters.

In addition to the huge re-
lief operations of the US Task
Force, other countries and in-
ternational organisations came
forward with their volunteers,

International Cooperation

British Royal Navy ook part in
the reliefl operation in

Chittagong and Cox's Bazar.
The British marines with four
Sea King helicopters engaged
themselves in reliefl opera-
tions. Two ships of Thai
Navy carrying rice arrived in
Chittagong. International
Islamic Organisation (I10) sent
a seven-number team here to
join the operation. The team
comprised four members from
Saudi Arabia and there from
the United Arab Emirates.
Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia's visits to Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait and UAE in the later
part of May gave a positive im-
petus to our edeavour to get all
possible aid and assistance
from the three fraternal coun-
tries. Saudi Arabia provided
the largest assistance of over
106 million dollars for recon-
struction of infra-structure in
the cyclone affected areas.
Foreign aid commitments
for the cyclone victims so far
(as on 4.6.1991) amounted to
US $392.81 million for repair,
reconstruction and rehabilita-

secing tion works in the cyclone bat-

lered coastal district and off-
shore islands. Fortyone foreign
countries and eleven interna-
tional agencies have pledged
this amount.

The world-wide prompt
and generous response to the
appeal of Bangladesh for help
in her grave hour of need sets
a new example of humanitarian
assistance projecting an en-
couraging dimension in the
field of international co-opera-
tion.

The writer is a Research
Associate at the Bangladesh

to make an assessment of the power pumps, motor trans- where to come to the aid of money and relief materials. Institute of Law and
damage. Other personalities ports, rehabilitation and suffering humanity. Given the Fort Granze, a ship of the International Affairs, Dhaka.
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these columns should be We may approach foreign involving allotment, refund, seemed that only OCLC is do- with great pain and sorrow the

However, all communica-

Madhyapara hard
- rock

Sir, More than two decades
ago huge deposit of hard rock
found in Benipukur Madhya-
para area of Dinajpur district.
The feasibility of the field and
extraction of rock/stone was
examined threadbare and it
was found econo viable.
Accordingly, administrative of-
fice building, staff quarters and
rest houses were constructed.

Preliminary extraction was also
made. The quality of stone was
found to be superior. Foreign
donors reportedly evinced
keen interest to provide fi-
nance for the project. But un-
fortunately more than twenty

years have elapsed, the
stone/hard rock is yet to be
extracted.

We are going to construct a
huge, costly bridge on the
river Jamuna. Considerable
quantities of boulders and
stones will be required for the
purpose. Again Chandpur and
Sirajganj towns are facing ero-
sion. These rocks can be used
in the work of embankments
to stop that also.

donors and financial agencies
for their help in extracting the
Madhyapara stones. But unfor-
tanately we are yet not making
any sincere effort for such pro-
jects .

" Whereas some staff are al-
ready sitting there idle and the
rest house and other buildings
lying unutilised, the newly
elected government should
look into the matter on an pri-
ority basis. .

Sir, The Bata Shoe Company
Limited started dividend war-
rant distribution among share-
holders on 19th June '91
while the dividend was
declared in the AGM held only
on 1lst June '91. On the other
hand Eastern Cables of
Bangladesh Steel and
Engineering Corporation de-
clared dividend several
months ago but the dividend is
yet to be disbursed. Similarly
Magura Paper Mills of
Bangladesh Chemical
Industries Corporation col-
lected money in the name of
shares and debenture in
December'90-Junuary'®1 pe-
riod but till date no allotment
has been made.

Under the above, let the JS
enact and modify Company Act

share certificate issue, divi-
dend warrant, annual report
despatch, AGM timing etec.
etc. which Bangladeshis can

manage |

~ Sadik Alee

Moghbazar, Dhaka.

Librarianship

Sir, | was invited to attend a
lecture delivered by an es-
teemed Professor of Dhaka
University
American libraries at the USIS,
Dhaka on the 6th of June.
Being a professional Librarian 1
was very much interested to
know about the characteristics
of American libraries and their
achievements. But after the
lecture | came back with a
heavy heart only about
our pathetic condition in re-
spect of libraries, librarians
and library education. He also
criticised the role of the
Library Association of

Bangladesh. Was it necessary?
When he was given a particular
topic he should concentrate on
that topic and narrate what-
ever he gained there. Many of
us will not have an opportunity
to visit USA. We wanted to
share his experiences. But alas!

He mentioned only about
OCLC. What about RLG, RLIN,
ALA net, CLASS, DIALCOM,
CONSER, LOCIS (Library of
Congress Information System)
and numerous others? It

on characteristics of °

'ing the net working activities.

If any body wants to help us
please do it in a proper way,
not just by passing remarks
and under estimating cur own
librarianship. We have so many
limitations.

M Reza

Contain road
accidents

Sir, This is an obituary note.
Before drawing the obituary
reference, | would, however,
like to raise a question —
whom should we hold respon-
sible for frequent road acci-
dents occurring in our coun
— the vehicle driver? the -
fic administration? or the gen-
eral public?

Recently the rate of road
accidents has increased alarm-
ingly. Everyday the newspapers
carry several reports on road
accidents, most of which are
classified as serious and terri-
blé ones, Everyday road acci-
dents many precious
lives. If we cannot take serious
measures to contain road acci-
dents, | am afraid, the day is
not far away when road acci-

dent will come out as the sin-

gle ma

cause of death in
|

Meanwhile, | record here

sudden and premature death
of one of our students, Md
Belal Masud (Helal) who died
on June 29, 1991 in a serious
road accident in Gazipur, Belal
Masud along with two students
of Bangladesh Agricultural
University, Nazrul Islam and
Julhasuddin, was going to visif
an agricultural project at
Kishoreganj by a jeep of a vol-
untary organization to which
they were employed. All of
them died on the spot when
their jeep collided head-on
with a truck near Bhabanipur
under Gazipur district
(Innalillahe wa inna Eilaihe

Rajeun).

Belal was a promising boy
and at present our country
needs people like him. His
tra death has not only
caused loss to his family but to
themuanuwtﬂ.ltilyh,"
Almighty Allah to keep soul
in peace may He give his par-
ents, brothers, sisters, rela-
tives and friends courage to
endure the pain of losing him
80 young.

M Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor

Bangladesh Agricultural
Col lege,




