of Shiite Musliim villages
Tuesday in southern Lebanon,

moving to assert t
authority in the region for the
Mﬂﬂ-hﬁ:’yﬂl‘lﬂﬂﬂl
war, reports AP

Army gunners also pounded

rilla positions on the
r:!n of refugee camps cast

spokesman,
cannot be identified in line
with regulations, said

since [ighting renewed at
dawn alfter Monday's south-
ward movement b! the army.

The dead soldier was In-
fantry Lt Jirjis Abbu Abboud,
26, the policemen said.
‘s wounded included

two soldiers, 15 guerillas and
30 Palestinian civilians, the

said.

Two deaths and seven iIn-
juries were reported from

Monday's fighting.
A thousand comman-

does, advancing behind a
fierce from tank can-
nons, uprooted the guerillas
from the hilitop villages of Kfar
Hatta and Mjaidel southeast of
the provincial capital in a
90-minute assault.

by the guerillas as a rear guard
base to protect their enclave,
two kilometers (1.2 miles) to
the west.

President's actions

and parties, all employees and
all

From Page 1 Col. §
Major (retd) Hafiz raised ob-
to the effect that there
should not be any amendment
to the Constitution for an indi-
vidual which might create a

tutional shape the then
President was compelled to
resign.

After the historic success ol
the students, general public,

s peivcipel pouvend alunars

filiations, views and

the three major political
liances made an ardent call to
the Chiefl Justice of Bangladesh
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed to
take reins of a neutral and im-

partial government as its head.

The prelude further added
that the Chiel Justice
Shahabuddin to take
over as Acting President of a
neutral government when the
three principal political al-
llances gave him an unambigu-
ous assurance that he would be
able to return to the post of
Chief Justice with a
amendment to the
Constitution after completion
of the sacred duty of holding
free, fair and impartial elec-
tions to Parliament.

Hasina welcomes bill

From Page 1 Col. 6

issuc which was submitted on
April 14. She said the House
should consider both the bills
of the Treasury Bench and the
Opposition with a view to

the amendment ac-
ceptable to all. She mentioned
that the bill from the
Opposition was formulated in
accordance with the Joint
Declaration of the three al-
liances, in which hopes and
aspirations of the people were
reflected.

"We have to make democ-
racy meaningful and ensure
economic emancipation of the
people”, she said and men-
tioned that neither the
Treasury Bench nor the
Opposition in parliament had
two-third majority to pass the
amendment bill. "So, mutual
cooperation between two sides
is essential”, she added.

Sheikh Hasina regretted
the comment of the Prime
Minister on the Fourth
Amendment and said some
remarks of the Leader of the
House were provocative which
was not desirable. “The re-
sponsibility of the Leader of
the House is to make the bill
acceptable to all”, she pointed
out

Iin her 45-minute speech,
Sheikh Hasina replied to the
comments of Begum Khaleda
Zia on the Fourth Amendment
and dweit on the background
of the independence struggle,
contributions of u
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
the necessity of the Fourth
Amendment.

She said the Fourth
Amendment came to meet the
national necessity and its pur-
pose was to unite the people of
all classes and professions on
one platfiorm. She mentioned

that it was Awami League
which was the first to opt Yor
parliamentary system again
and had been fighting for it
since 1978.

She said those who ques-
tioned about the Fourth
Amendment did not repeal it
when they were in power after
1975. Sheikh Hasina called for
repealing all the constitutional
amendments from the 4th to
the 10th and offered coopera-
tion from her side for the pur-

pose.

Sheikh Hasina mentioned
that there was no provision in
the Constitution to promulgate
martial law. “Those who did it
in the past, were certainly
guilty for violating the
Constitution®, she added.

Abdus Samad Azad, the
Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, also thanked

Zia for bringing the
amendment bill and expressed
hope that there would be a
consensus in the House on the
issue.

He said the bill was ex-
pected in the first session of
parliament and maintained
that the delay was caused due
to indecision inside BNP. He
urged for introducing the
amendment bill submitted by
him.

Opposition leaders includ-
ing Rashed Khan Menon,
Salahuddin Kader Chowdhury,
Shahjahan Siraj,
Shamsuddoha, Adbur Razzak
and Treasury Bench members
Col (retd) Hossain and -
Amanullah Aman welcomed
the introduction of the
Constitution amendment bill.
Jatiya Party leader Moudud
Ahmed said his party would
take a decision on the bill
SO0n.

From Page 1 Col. 5

But on the 25th of January
1975 the basic character of
the Constitution was y
The Fourth Amendment to
the Constitution provided for
one-party rule, presidential
system and the closing down
of all newspapers besides four
dailies under state control.
The Fifth Amendment to

the Constitution was on
April 6, 1979 where multi-
party democracy was

introduced and two basic state
principles were changed.

Secularism was changed to
faith in Almighty Allah and so-
cialism was replaced by social
Justice. But the presidential
system cpntinued.

The nine-year anti-
autocracy rule raised the
aspirations of the people to
institutionalize democracy in
Bangladesh and make pro-
visions so that democracy
could not be killed in future.

The Twelfth Amendment is
the culmination of that

expectation.
Salient features

UNB adds: The President
will be elected by the
members of Parliament as

in the Constitution

(12th Amendment) Bill
introduced in the House
Tuesday

The President will act in
accordance with advice of the
Prime Minister.

. A n shall not be quali-
fied

Khaleda places

he — (a) is less than 35 years
of age, or L) is not qualified
for electisn as member of
Parliament, or (c) has been re-
moved from the office of
President by impeachment.
The Prime Minister i{s to
keep the President informed
on matters of domestic and
foreign policy, and submit for

consideration of the cabinet
any matter which the

President may request him to
refer to it.

The President shall have
power to grant pardons, re-
prieves and respites and to
remit, suspend or commute
any sentence passed by any
court, tribunal or other
authority.

He shall hold office for a
term of five years. None shall
hold the office of President for
more than two terms.

The President shall not be
answerable in any court for
anything done or omitted by
him in the exercise or
purported exercise of the
functions of his office, but this
clause shall not prejudice the
right of any person to take
proceedings against the

ment.

The President may be im-
peached by Parliament on a
charge of violating the
Constitution or of grave
misconduct.

The Speaker will act as
President in absence of the
President until he resumes the
functions or a new President s

electicn as President if clected.

tions, |
al- | Awami League-bac

Ibem':r

ol

ked Chhatra League brought out a procession in the city Tuesday

il

reaffirming their support for parliamentary democracy.

F

— Star photo

Delhi rushing more troops to hurt for ULFA abductors

Delhi rushing more troops to_hurt for ULFA abductors
No progress in winning release

NEW DELHI, July 2: An
Isracli envoy said Tuesday he
saw no progress in efforts to
win the release of a young
Israeli tourist who was cap-
tured last week by Muslim
militants in the troubled
northern state of Kashmir, re-
ports agencies,

But police in Kashmir,
where Muslim militants are
fighting to separate the
Muslim majority arca from
Hindu-dominated India, said
they were optimistic.

Kashmir Police Chief J N
Saxena, told Isracl Radio there
were some "hopeful signs ....
we hope this matter can be
concluded as early and satis-
factorily as possible.”

United News of India said
the authorities had
“established contact” with the
kidnappers of the Israeli
tourist and of two Swedish
engineers who have been held
captive for three months.

Moshe Yegar, of the Israeli
Foreign Ministry, said the
Indian mment was leaning
toward rejecting the militants’
demand that the Israeli be re-
leased through a United
Nations representative.

"There is nothing delinite
yct. But the tendency is not to

go along with the demand,”
Yegar said. "That's a problem
for us, because | don't see any
other way out,” he said.

Israel contacted the U N
Secretariat in New Yourk ear-
lier this week on whether it
would be willing to help, but
no reply has been received,
said Israeli officials in India.

A spokesman for the Indian
External Aflairs Ministry called
the demand for U N involve-
ment an attempt by the mili-
tants to divert attention from
the kidnapping.

The Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front, the oldest
and largest of the militant
groups, has been holding
Israeli Yair Yitzhaki since
Thursday.

Yitzhaki was one of six
Israelis kidnapped by a more
fundamentalist Muslim group.
The Israelis snatched the
weapons from some of their
abductors and fought their way
to freedom, but Yitzhaki was
later captured by the JKLF.

The centre today decided
to send additional paramilitary
forces to Assam in the wake of
the kidnapping 14 people in-
cluding a Soviet national by
suspected ULFA Militants,
Home Ministry sources said.

of Israeli tourist from JKLF

These additional [forces
would participate in the large
scale operation launched by
the Assam government (o trace
the kidnapped people.

The BJP today warned that
any atltempt by the Congress
(I) government to denotify
elections in Punjab would in-
vite “serious complications and
grave repercussions.”

In a letter to the Home
Minister, S B Chavan, the BJP
Vice-President, Krishan Lal
Sharma also urged the gov-
ernment to convene immedi-
ately a meeting of all parties
contesting elections in Punjab
to decide upon an early date of
polling in Punjab.

Related stories on Page 5

Convict

From Page | Col. §
Jatlya Party leader Moudud
Ahmed did not say anything
instantly. Rather, he said he
would make a comment after
the meeting of the presidium
members of his party sched-
uled to be held, day after to-
morrow.

Awami leader Abdus
Samad Azad also refrained
from commenting on this pro-
posed amendment to the
Constitution.

Politics,
From Page | Col. 4
inter-related aspects, “We will
not go in for an ill-conceived
programme in haste as was
done in the eighties under the
fallen autocratic government,

Such a programme in the
past has landed in a mess as
most of the disinvested units
are now lying in an idle state
with poor utilisation of produc-
tive capacity,” he added.

He blamed the overex-
panded bureaucracy including
the overextended upazila outfit
for the swelling growth of
current expenditures.

The efficiency of adminis-
tration has deteriorated to an
alarming level because ol the
misdirected operations under
autocracy, he observed.

He noted, it is becoming
politically impossible to trim
the government because of its
overexpanded burcaucracy.

Likewise, the white ele-
phants in power, jute, railway
and other sectors are respon-
sible for massive wastage, and
inefficient uses of resources.
Such bodies are a drag on the
public exchequer and the peo-
ple, he said.

The Finance Minister
stressed the need for a better
discipline in the banking sec-
tor.

He called for a national con-
sensus at the political level on
major economic issues to help
support sustainable develop-
ment, overcoming the chronic

E:I;hm of stagnation and

*The nuu:;n must decide

economics linkage

what it wants and a political
framework under an institu-
tionalised democracy is the

first essential prerequisite to .

promote the objectives of sus-
tained development”, he said.

In his opening remarks, the
US Ambassador, Willlam B
Milam said, there is a direct
linkage between political and
economic freedoms. “A key
function of government is to
establish and impartially ad-
minister a legal framework
that assures that no individual
or group is above the law", he
observed.

He said, an economic
framework that unfetters and
nurtures initiative, enterprise,
innovation, risktaking and
hardwork has the flexibility to
respond to opportunities of-
fered by the world market and
the resiliency to minimise
hardship from outside shocks.
"We see clearly that such a

framework has begun to take
shape in Bangladesh”, he
stated.

The Ambassador observed
that the establishment of a
freely elected government in
Bangladesh, accountable to its
people, “represents a promis-
ing first step toward economic
growth".

He rebutted the claims of
those who maintained that
democratic government
“lacks the vigour and decisive-
ness needed to make the hard
choices economic develop-
ment often requires.”

“I would that history
instead shows that it is autoc-
racy, dependent as it is on se-

crecy and special privilege to
reward those loyal to it, which
is incapable of implementing
the hard choices needed to
bring about economic re-
form”, he said.

He stressed the role of the
government in promoting an
environment conducive to in-
vestment,

He felt that Bangladesh's
extensive system of govern-
ment controls and regulations
“imposes significant limits on
flexibility and makes the
economy less eflficient”,
“Rather than focus on the pro-
cess of production, business-
men are instead forced to
spend much time in the role of
supplicant®, he observed.

He noted that there has
been some progress in reduc-
ing regulations and eontrols
but Bangladesh business is still
strangled by a bureaucratic
mentality that insists on the
need to obtain a myriad of ap-
provals and authorizations be-
fore any actions can occur.

The US Ambassador com-
mended the success of the
garments industry in
Bangladesh in the space of a
decade.

Whether that success can
be replicated in other indus-
tries is a key question for con-
sideration in economic man-
agement in Bangladesh, he
said.

(A detafled report on the
deliberations by the partici-
pants in the discussion meet-
ing appears on to-day’s
Business page-8.) ‘

A historic day for nation

From Page 1 Col. 8

December 6 the same year.

The Constitution amend-
ment bill, when will
send back Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed to
the Supreme Court as Chief
Justice. |

He assumed power as
Bangladesh's Acting President
to head a neutral government
on the assurance that he would
be sent back to his post of
Chief Justice of the country.

He successfully held the
parliamentary elections
February 27 in which the
o fnml;dﬂnt::nllilt Party

N government
under him.

With the passage of this bill
the diarchy setup in the
h administration will
and Khaleda Zia, the

Prime Minister, will assume

full executive powers.

The ruling party has pro-
posed some strict provisions
to check floor crossing and cut
arbitrary powers of the cere-
monial President in a parlia-
mentary system.

The provisions -have been
made [rom experiences of in-
stability in the Parliamentary
systems in India and Pakistan
in recent years.

In India, the former Prime
Minister formed a splinter
group from VP Singh's Janata
Dal to form a government
which is considered as floor

cros in a group. This has
hem?uﬂndlnthupmpmed
ment.

The President's power has
been cut to stabilise a demo-

cratic government.

In Pakistan, President
Ghulam Ishaque Khan dis-
solved the parliament without
consulting the Prime Minister
Ms Bhutto.

In the proposed bill the
President's power has been

limited to dissolving parlia-
ment with the written consent
of the Prime Minister.

The change to the
Constitution may disqualify
ousted President Ershad as a
member of Parliament as he
has sentenced to ten years jail

for possessing illegal arms.

The Constitution will dis-
qualify a person if he is con-
victed in an offence involving
moral turpitude unless the
conviction is reversed by the
higher courts. Ershad has not
yet gone to higher court

eration of all, and said "let us
all take part in giving a perma-
nent institutional

democraey in our country”. In
a clear hint against those who

usurped power through illegal

and unconstitutional means

the Prime Minister said “"we
want to create such a parlia-

mentary system which no body

should be able to take away
from our people.”

The euphoric and festive
atmosphere in the House sud-
denly became chaotic when
the Leader of the House re-
ferred to the events of ‘75 that
led to the demise of the par-
liamentary form of govern-
ment. The Awami League
members tried to disrupt the

PM say above the pa
nium that

to accept the truth.” Begum
Zia’'s speech was emotion
charged, forward looking and
conciliatory but for that refer-
ence to the events of '75.

The Leader of the
Opposition, In her hour long
reply to a 12 minutes speech
of the PM, went into a long
narration of politics since the
birth of Pakistan upto the pre-

sent, laying special emphasis

on the period of the liberation
war and the years following it.

the Awami

the post

In defending
League rule during
liberation period, Sheikh
raised some awkward
questions as to why the BNP

nment, had not repecaled
all the acts of the BKSAL pe-
riod such as the presidential
form of government and the
Special Powers Act. “If Awami
League is to be blamed for all
these ‘bad’ things then those
who utilized these powers
afterwards should not be
spared the blame”, she said. \

The critical comment of the
PM, followed by a long con-
frontational reply by the
Leader of the Opposition cre-
ated a stormy atmosphere in
the House, which resulted into
a number of members iaking
the floor and giving their own

interpretations to the events of

the past. This led to further
problems, though all of them
talked about forgetting the
‘past and to be forward looking.
Like with so many other
things we do, petty quarrels
here and an wunnecessary
comment there, made us for-
get for a time, the historic
moment that we were in. The
members did not talk about
the merits and demerits ol the
bill (which we expect will
happen when it is actually de-
bated) but dwelt on the frre-
solvable (at least for the mo-
ment) events of the past. We
forgot that what the PM had
introduced was something
quite extraordinary. Through
an act of our parliament we
started the process of restor-
ing to our people an account-
able government. We will soon
be giving back to the parlia-
ment the power, the glory and
-the prestige which had been
snatched away from it in '75.
Through the passing of this
bill— perhaps with some modi-
fications — we will be remov-
ing the future possibility of
usurpation of power.

Following after Sheikh
Hasina, Rashed Khan Menon
tried to diffuse the atmosphere
by saying that the establish-
ment of the parliamentary
form of government was not a
victory of one party and defeat
of another, It was the victory of
the people. He termed the
PM's bill as bold and
courageous. But at the same
time he invited her to examine
the other constitutional
amendments carried out since
'75, some of which, he said
contains elements of autocracy.

Leaders of all parties repre-
sented in the parliament wel-
comed the bill presented by
the PM and congratulated her
and the BNP for this move.

Earlier the Law Minister
Mirza Golam Haliz introduced
the 11lth Amendment Bill
pa the way for the Acting-
President to return to his
former post of Chief Justice. In
introducing the bill the law
minister a for the un-
derstanding and co-o
of the opposition and made a
special appeal to its Deputy
‘Leader Abdus Samad Azad. Mr
Azad in his reply expressed his
concerns but invited the min-
ister to sit across the table in
informal negotiations and
overcome all dilferences.

One could not help wishing
that such friendliness and ci-

vility would become the norm

of our parliamentary practices
and not the exception.

“if we believe In
democracy then we must learn

| Pass the bills : PM
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for time and
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The Midnight File

Y’slav army to force Slovenia
accept ceasefire

BELGRADE, July 2: The Yugpslay army said
Eﬂtmwmﬂlu—dﬂﬂHMu‘ in

breakaway . "We will force the enemy o accept a
ceasefire, Adzic, Chief of Stafl of the armed
forces, said in a television speech, reports Reuter.

Pakistan: Punishment for

ISLAMABAD, July 2: Pakistan's President Chulam Ishaq
Khan promuigated decree today that calls for Itfe imprison-
ment and confiscation of property for anyone holding guns
and ammunition without a permit, reports AFP.

Meet on limiting arms sale
next week

PARIS, July 2: Offictals of the five biggest weapons-seiling
nations will meet here next week to begin drafting a code
limiting arms sales to the Middle East, the Foreign Ministry
said. The United States, Soviet Union, France, China and
Britain — which supply an estimated 85 per cent of the
Middle East's arms — will participate iIn the meet
Monday and Tuesday, said ministry spokesman Danie
Bernard, reports AP.

it would
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“We want to ensure through
this amendment such a system
which would be suited to the

of Bangladesh, so that
nofie can deceive the people
and snatch power from them,”
she said.

Her address was
for a few minutes out-cry
from a section of the opposi-
tion and cheers from others
when she recalled the intro-
duction of one-party presiden-
tial system.

S said differences of
opinfon was natural in politics
but common objectives and
programmes should be re-
solved through negotiations
and understanding. She em-
phasised the need for political
prudence so that differences of
opinion did not hamper the
achievement of great objec-

e, of the opposition bench she
In this connection she said said, ° you have to accept the

both tary and presi- truth if you want >

dential systems could ensure Al a critical of history,

people’s welfare. Both the she continued, late President

systems might lead to autoc- Ziaur Rahman and

racy and instability which the Nationalist had given the

people did not want. She
urged the opposition MPs to
evaluate the experiences of
different countries, our past
and the situation ng in
the neighbourhood in this
connection.

She hoped that the parlia-

ll'eeltn'_:;fml-
dence in the nation for fits

existence with an independent

ment elected by the people oy But conspirators did
‘:’:Uld :‘I:‘.: tml’-‘:r‘bydl:;: not allow hlmp to make
men A . continued progress and killed
ished by the people. She urged |~ 0 o1 however, sur-

all to associate themselves
with the task of giving democ-
racy a permanent institutional
shape democracy for future
generations. This is not for any
narrow gains, or for se-
curing interests of any in-
dividual. *M things may
change with the change of
time, but democracy will con-
tinue to shine for ever,” she
said.
Begum Zia said that the

vived, she said.

The leader of the House .
said BNP did not make any °
compromise with the auto-
cratic regime during the last
nine years, and did not partic-
ipate in any farcical election.
For this, the gave their
free and fair t in favour
of BNP she asserted. She said

the people were sovereign,
and their word was final.

—

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh ||
Office of the Deputy Commissioner, Dhaka [f
General Certificate Officer's Court

AUCTION NOTICE

Sub:- Notice for auction sale of mortgaged ship of
Messrs Chattala Navigation Co. Ltd. debtor
under Certificate Case No. 42-BSB/86

Bangladesh Shilpa Bank
Head Office, Dhaka

VERSUS

1. Messrs Chattala Navigation Co. Ltd.
2. Mr. Rabiul Hossain, Managing Director
3. Ms Amena Khatun, Director

61, Shantinagar, Dhaka

It is hereby notified for general information that to real-
ise the total demand under the above case Taka
24,91,393/- (Twenty four lakh ninetyone thousand three
hundred ninety three) only (up to 30-9-86 with interest

thereafter, the property of the certificate debtor men- |
tioned in the schedule below will be sold in public auc- |
ton at the court of the undersinged on 14-7-91 at 11am, l
Persons intending to participate in the auction may con-
tact the court of the undersigned to obtain detailed lerms
and conditions of the auction, Successful bidder will be
handed over possession of the property by the court.
SCHEDULE

Name of the shiE: " MV Chattala-1"
Length (O.A) 4(0.58 meter
Breadth (N.L.D.) 8.08 "

Depth (M.L.D.) 308 "

Draft

Carrying capacity
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