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DHAKA WEDNESDAY JULY 3, 1991

Amendment bill placed for switchover to parhamentary form

'Ih is the text of
(Twelfth
A-h-tl“. 1991 intro-
duced in the Jatiya
(Parliament) on
noom by Law and Justice
“hﬁh“

A Bill further to amend
certain provisions of the
Constitution of the People's

of Bangladesh.

WHEREAS it is expedient
further to amen certain provi-
sions of the Constitution of the
People's Republic of

Bangladesh for the purposes
hereinafter

appearing,

it s hereby enacted as fol-
low :-

1. Short title and
Commencement- (1) This Act
may be called the Constitution
(Twelfth Amendment) Act,
1991.

(2) The provisions of this
Act, except the provisions of
section 12, shall come into
force at once and the provi-
sions of section 12 shall be

deemed to have come into
force on the 16th day of
March, 1991,

2. Amendment of Article 11
of the Constitution.— In the
Constitution of the People's
Republic of h, here-
inafter referred to as the
Constitution, in article 11,
after the word "guaranteed”
the comma and words, "and in
which eflective participation
by the people through their
elected representatives iIn
administration at all levels
shall be ensured” shall be in-
serted.

3. Amendment of Part [V of
the Constitution.—In the
Constitution, in Part IV, for

Chapters | and 1l the following
shall be substituted, namely :-

"CHAPTER I—-THE
PRESIDENT

48. The President.—(1)
There shall be a President of
Bangladesh who shall be
elected by members of
Parliament in accordance with
the provisfons contained in the
Fifth Schedule.

(2) The President shall, as
Head of State, take prece-
dence over all other persons in
the State, and shall exercise
the powers and perform the
duties conferred and imposed
on him by this Constitution
and by any other law.

(3) In the exercise of all his
functions, save only that of
appointing the Prime Minister
pursuant to clause (3) of article
56, the President shall act in
accordance with the advice of
the Prime Minister :

Provided that the question
whether any, and if so what,
advice has been tendered by
the Prime Minister to the
President shall not be en-
quired into in any court.

(4) A person shall not be
qualified for election as
President if he—

(a) is less than thirty-five
years ol age; or
(b) is not qualified for

election as a member of
Parliament : or

(c) has been removed from

the office of President by
impeachment under this
Constitution.

(5] The Prime Minister
shall keep the President in-
formed on matters of domestic
and foreign policy, and submit
for the consideration of the
Cabinet any matter which the
President may request him to
refer to it

49. Prerogative of mercy.—
The President shall have
power to grant pardons,
reprieves and respites and to
remit, suspend or commute
any sentence passed by any
court, tribunal or other au-
thority.

50. Term of office of
President,—(1) Subject to the
provisions of this Constitution,
the President shall hold office
for a term of five years from
the date on which he enters
upon his office :

Provided that notwithstand-
ing the expiration of his term
the President shall continue to
hold office until his successor
enters upon office.

(2) No Person shall hold
office as President for more

than two terms, whether or
not the terms are consecutive.
(3) The President may
lﬂhh office by writing un-
hand addressed to Lhe

H] 'I'hc President during
his term of office shall not be
qualified for election as a
member of Parliament, and if a
member of Parliament is
elected as President he shall
vacate his seat in Parliament
on the day on which he enters
upon his office as President.

51. President's immu-
nity.—(1) Without prejudice to
the provisions of article 52,
the President shall not be an-
swerable in any court for any-
thing done or omitted by him
in the exercise or purported
exercise of the functions of
this office, but this clause shall
not prejudice the right of any
person to take proceedings
against the Government.

(2) During his term of office
no criminal proceedings
whatsoever shall be instituted
or continued against the
President in, and no process
for his arrest or imprisonment
shall issue from, any court.

52. Impeachment of the
President.— (1) The President

of grave misconduct, preferred
by a notice of motion signed by
at least one-halfl of the total
number of members of
Parllament and delivered to
the Speaker, setting out the
lars of the charge, and

the motion shall not be de
bated earlier than fourteen nor
later than thirty days after the
notice is so delivered; and the
shall forth with sum-

mon Parllament if it is not in

session.
(2) The conduct of the

President may be referred by
Parllament to any court, tri-
bunal er body appointed or
designated by Parliament for
the investigation of a charge
under this article.

(3) The President shall have
the right to appear and to be
represented during the
consideration of the charge.

(4) If after the considera-
tion of the ch a resolutfon
is passed by Parliament by the
votes of not less than two-
thirds of the total number of
members declaring that the
charge has been substantiated,
the President shall vacate his
office on the date on which
the resolution is passed.

(5) Where the Speaker is
exercising the function of the
President under article 54 the
provisions of this article shall
apply subject to the modifica-
tions that the reference to the
Speaker In clause (1) shall be
construed as a reference to the
Deputy Speaker, and that the
reference in clause (4) to the
vacation by the President of his
office shall be construed as a
reference to the vacation by
the Speaker of his office as
Speaker ; and on the passing
of a resolution such as is re-
ferred to in clause (4) the
Speaker shall cease to exercise
the functions of President.

53. Removal of President
on ground of incapacity.—(1)
The President maybe removed
from office on the ground of
physical or mental incapacity
on a motion of which notice,
signed by not less than one-
half of the total number of
members of Parliament, is de-
livered to the Speaker, setting
out particulars of the alleged
incapacity.

(2) On receipt of the notice
the Speaker shall forthwith
summon Parliament {f it is not
in sessfon and shall call for a
resolution constituting a
medical board (hereinafter in
this article called “the Board"),
and upon the necessary motion
being made and carried shall
forthwith cause a copy of the
notice to be transmitted to the
President together with a re-
quest signed by the Speaker
that the President submit him-
self within a period of ten days
from the date of the request to
an examination by the Board.

(3) The motion for removal
shall not be put to the vote
carlier than fourteen nor later
than thirty days after notice of
the motion is delivered to the
Speaker, and if it is again
necessary to summon
Parliament in order to enable
the motion to be made within
that period, the Speaker shall
summon Parliament.

(4) The President shall have
the right to appear and to be
represented during the
consideration of the motion.

(5) If the President has not
submitted himsell to an
examination by the Board be-

fore the motion is made in
Parliament, the motion may be
put to the vote, and if it is
passed by the votes of not less
than two-thirds of the total
number of members of
Pariament, the President shall
vacate his office on the date on
which the motion is passed.

(6) lf before the motion for

removal s made in Parltament,
the President has submitted
himsell to an examination by
the Board, the motion shall not
be put to the vote until the
Board has been given an
opportunity of reporting its
opinton to

(7) Il after consideration by
Parlament of the motion and
of the report of the Board
(which shall be submitted
within seven days of the exam-
ination held pursuant to clause
(2) and il not so submitted
shall be depended with) the
motion is passed by the votes
of not less than two-thirds of
the total number of members
of Parliament, the President
shall vacate his office on the
date on which the resolution is
passed.

54. Speaker to act as
President during absence,
etc.—If a occurs in the
office of President or {f the
President is unable to dis-
charge the functions of his of-
fice on account of absence, fll-
ness or any other cause the
Speaker shall discharge those
functions until a President is
elected or until the President
resumes the function of this
office, as the case may be.

CHAPTER II-THE
PRIME MINISTER AND-
THE CABINET

55. The Cabinet,— There
shall be a Cabinet for Bang-
ladesh having the Prime Minis-
ter at its head and comprising
also such other Ministers as
the Prime Minister may from
time to time designate

(2) The executive power of
the Republic shall, in accor-
dance with this Constitution,
be exercised by or on the au-
thority of the Prime Minister.

(3) The Cabinet shall be
collectively responsible to
Parliament.

(4) All executive actions of
the Government shall be ex-
pressed to be taken in the
name of the President.

(5) The President shall by
rules specify the manner in
which orders and other in-
struments made in his name
shall be attested or authenti-
cated, and the validity of any
order or I(nstrument so at-

tested or authenticated shall
not be questioned in any court
on the ground that it was not
duly made or executed.

(6) The President shall
make rule for the allocation
and transaction of the busi-
ness of the Government.

56. Minister—(1) There
shall be a Prime Minister, and
such other Ministers, Minis-
ters of State and Deputy
Ministers as may be deter-
mined by the Prime Minister.

(2) The appointments of
the Prime Minister and other
Ministers and of the Ministers
of State and Deputy Ministers,
shall be made by the President:

Provided that not less than
four-fifths of their number
shall be appointed from among
members of Parliament and
not more than one-fifth of
their number may be chosen
from persons qualified for
election 1{s members of
Parliament.

(3) The President shall ap-
point as Prime Minister the
member of Parliament who
appears to him to command
the support of the majority of
the members of Parliament.

(4) If occasion arises for
making any appointment un-
der clause (2) or clause (3) be-
tween a dissolution of
Parliament and the next fol-
lowing general election of
members of parliament, the
persons who were such mem-
bers immediately before the
dissolution shall be regarded
for the purpose of this clause
as continuing to be such niem-
bers.

57. Tenure of office of
Prime Minister.—(1) The office

' Rights of S

atlya Sangsad resumed
Tucnday at 4-14 pm with

S Abdur Rahrmn Biswas
in the chair, reports BSS.

After the recitation from
the Holy Quran, the scheduled
question-answer sessfon began
and continued till the House
was adjourned for the Asr
prayer.

As the House resumed after
the prayers Deputy Speaker
Sheikh Razzak Ali disposed of
all the call attention notices on
matters of urgent public im-
portance except the one
moved by Advocate Moham-
‘'med A Hamid (AL-Kishore-

Ipr‘?‘i:ncﬂ:u er Also

disposed uf thc :pecial privi-
‘lege motions.

Md Nasim

The Chief Whip of the
Opposition in the Jatiya

Sangsad, Md Nasim wanted to
know from the chair as to why

‘his privilege motion on the
speech of the Prime Minister

delivered Monday through ra-
diu and tclevision informing

E:ople of the introduction
'nl' the constitutional amend-
ment bill for the return to the

parliamen form of
ment when Jatiya auw

was In session was not ac-
cepted.

come vaacant—

(a) if he resigns from office
al any time by his res-
ignation in the of the
President; or

(b) iIf he ceases to be a
member of Parliament.

(2) If the Prime Minister
ceases to retain the support of
a majority of the members of
Pariament, he shall either re-
sign his office or advise the
President in writing to dis-
solve Parllament, and if he so
advises the President shall dis-
solve Parliament

(3) Nothing in this article
shall disqualify the Prime
Minister for holding office
until his successor has entered
upon office.

58. Tenure of office of other
Ministers.—(1) The office of a
Minister other than the Prime
Minister shall become vacant—

(@) if he resigns from office
by placing his resignation in
the hands of the Prime
Minister for submission to the
President;

(b) if he ceases to be a
member of Parllament;

{c) if the President pur-
suant to the provisions of
clause (2), so directs; or

id) as provided in clause(4).

(2Z) The Prime Minister may
al any time request a Minister
to resign, and if such Minister
fails to’'comply with the re-
quest, may advise the
President to terminate the ap-
pointment of such Minister.

{3) Nothing in sub-clauses
(a), (b) and (d) of clause (1)
shall disqualify a Minister for
holding office during any pe-
riod in which Parliament
stands disselwed.

(4) If the Prime Minister
resigns from or ceases to hold
office each of the other
Ministers shall be deemed also
to have resigned from office
but shall, subject to the provi-
stons of this Chapter, continue
to hold office until his succes-
sor has entered upon office.

(5) In this article "Minister”
includes Minister of State and
Deputy Minister,

CHAPTER III—LOCAL
GOVERNMENT

59. Local Government.—{1)
Local Government in every
administrative unit of the
Republic shall be entrusted to
bodies, composed of persons
elected in accordance with
law.

(2) Every body such as is
referred to in clause (1) shall,
subject to this Constitution and
any other law, perform within
the appropriate administrative
unit such functions as shall be
prescribed by Act of
Parliament, which may include
[unctions relating to—

(a) administration and the
work of public officers;

(b) the maintenance of pub-
lic order;

‘() the preparation and
implementation of plans relat-
ing to public services and eco-
nomic development.

60. Powers of local govern-
ment bodies.—For the purpose
of giving full eflect to the pro-
visions of article 59 Parliament
shall, by law, confer powers on
the local government bodies
referred to in that article, in-
cluding power to impose taxes
for local purposes, to prepare
their budgets and to maintain
funds.”.

4. Amendment of article 66
of the Constitution.—In the
Constitution, in article 66,—

(a) in clause (2), for sub-
clause (d) the following shall
be substituted, namely :—

"(d) has been, on conviction
for a criminal offence involving
moral turpitude, sentenced to
imprisonment for a term of
not less than two years,
unless—

such conviction has been

He said the Prime
Minister's speech throwing
light on the introduction of the
constitutional bill on the par-
liamentary form of government
has been an infringement on
the rights of the members of

the Sangsad and the Sangsad

itself.
Razzak Ali

Deputy Speaker Sheikh
Razzak All sald the Prime
Minister and the Leader of the
House can much inform
the people about placing of any
important bill in the House. He
said since the Prime Minister
did not any content of

the proposed bill, the rights of

Lhem}mvcinnuwny

He said, "if you (Nasim) can
cite an example from any
Parliament infavour of your
contention, I will accept your

arguments without any ques-

tion.”.
Fazlul Karim

Rising on a point of order,
Shikh Fazlul Karim Selim (AL-
Gopu.lﬂn informed the chair
that he received a tele-
phone bill amounting to Taka
27.384 which he said was a

highly frregular matter.
Shamsul Islam

The State Minister for Post

angsa

and Telecommunications
Shamsul Islam told the mem-
ber that the bill had been sent
to the members of the
Parllfament only to keep the
records of government ac-
counts clear. But , he said, the
members will not have to pay
it and it would not be cut from
the Taka 30,000 the members
get on that account.

Shamsul Huq
Rising on a point of order
Shamsul Hugq (AL-

Mymensingh) drew the atten-
tion of the chair to say that
even a u chairman has a
discretionary fund of Taka
25,000 but as public represen-
tatives, the members of
Parliament do not have such
funds. Huq proposed for the

‘provision of Taka one lakh as

discretionary fund for a
Sangsad member to the loud
cheers from the members of
the House.

The Deputy Speaker then
asked Tofael Ahmed (AL-Bhola)
to move his call attention no-

tice.
Tofael Ahmed

Ahmed in his notice drew
the attention of the Minister
for Irrigation, Flood Control
and Water Resources to the
erosion of rivers Meghna and

ﬂlpu'hd-l‘lup--l'-
clapsed since his release;”;

nmmmm“
and commas “President, Vice-
President, Prime Minfster,
Deputy Prime Minister.” shall
be omitted; and

e} in clause (4), the words
and figure “or as to whether a
member of Parllament should
vacate his seat pursuant to ar-
ticle 70" shall be omitted.

5. Substitution of article 70
of the Constitution—{1) In the
Constitution for article 70 the
following shall be substituted,

“70. \f-t:-unn ol seat on res-
tion, etc.— If a person
cted as a member of
Parllament at an election at
which he was nominated as a
candidate by a political party—
(a) resigns from that party:
(b) loses the membership
of, or is expelled from, that

(c) forms, together with
some other members of that

party, any group within that
party:

{di acts in Parliament
against the decision of that

party; or
[e) votes In Parliament
against that party;

and the leader of that party
in Parllament communicates
this fact to the Election
Commission in writing, the
seat of that member shall fall
vacant on the date of receipt of
such communication by the
Election Commission.

Explanation.—If a member
of t—

(a) being present in
Parliament abstains from vot-

ar

(b) absents himself from any
sitting of Parltament,

ignoring the direction of
the party which nominated
him at the election as a candi-
date not to do so, he shall be

deemed to have voted against
that party.

(2) A member of Parlament
whose seat falls vacant under
clause (1) shall be d
for election as a member of
Parliament for a of five
years from the date his seat so
falls vacant.

(3) If at any time groups are
formed by members of
Parliament of a political party
and a question arises as to
which group represents that
party, the question may be re-
ferred to the Speaker by any
such group in writing for a de-
cision, and the Speaker shall,
within seven days of the re-
ceipt of the reference, con-
vene a of all members
of t of that party and
decide the question by putting
it to vote and the decision of
the Speaker on the result of
such voting shall be final.

(4) If a person, after
elected a member of
Parliament as an independent
candidate, joins any political
party, he shall, for the purpose
of this article, be deemed to
have been elected as a nomi-
nee of that Party.”

6. Amendment of article 72
of the Constitution.—In the
Constitution, in article 72,—

(a) in clause (1), in the pro-
viso, for the full stop at the
end a colon shall be substi-
tuted and thereafter the fol-
lowing new proviso shall be
added, namely:—

"Provided f[urther that in
the exercise of his functions
under this clause, the
President shall act in accor-
dance with the advice of the
Prime Minister tendered to
him in writing”; and

(b) clause 4(A) shall be
omitted.

7. Amendment of article
73A of the Constitution.—In
the Constitution, in article
73A, in clause (2), the words
"Deputy Prime Minister” shall
nmittcd

rolls for all elections to
Parliament and the conduct of
such elections shall vest in the
Election Commission which
shall, in accordance with this
Constitution and any other
o

(a) hold elections of mem-
bers of Parltament: and

(b) delimit the constituen-
cies and prepare electoral rolls
Inrﬂ:mofehcmm
Parllament.”

11. Amendment of article
122 of the Constitution.— In
the Constitution, in article
122, —

(a) in clause (1), the words
“to the office of President and
Vice-President and” shall be
omitted;

(b) clause (3) shall be omit-

12. Amendment of article
123 of the Constitution.—Iin
the Constitution, in article
123, —

(a) for clause (1), (2), (2A)
and (2B) the following shall be
substituted, namely:—

(1) In the case of a vacancy
in the office of President oc-
curring by reason of the expi-
ration of his term of office an
clection to fill the
shall be held within the period
I'nlmty dlylor'br to the date

the term:

Prmided that if the term
ex before the dissolution
of the Parltament by the mem-
bers of which he was elected
the clection to fill the vacancy
shall not be held until after the
next election of mem-
bers of Parliament, but shall be
held within thirty days after
the first sitting of Parliament
following such general elec-
tion.

(2) In the case of a vacancy
in the office of President oc-
curring by reason of the death,
resignation or removal of the
President, an election to fill
the vacancy shall be held

within the perfiod of ninety
days after occurrence of
the , and

VRCANCY

(b) in cause (4), for the full
stop at the end a colon shall be
substituted and therealter the
following provisio shall be
added, namely:-

"Provided that in a case
where, in the opinion of the
Speaker and the Chief Election
Commissioner, it is not possi-
ble, for reasons of an act of
God, to hold such election
within the period specified in
this clause, such election shall
be held within ninety days fol-

lowing next a.ﬂcr the last day
of such

13. Suhluml:lon of article
124 of the Constitution.— In
the Constitution, for article
124 the E:lluwlng shall be sub-
stituted,

"124. Pnrtlam:nt may make
provision as the clections. —
subject to the provisions of
this Constitution, Parliament
may by law make provision
with respect to all matters re-
lating to or in connection with
elections to Parliament, in-
cluding the delimitation of
constituencies, the prepara-
tion of electoral rolls, the
holding of elections, and all
other matters neces for
securing the due Constitution
of Parliament”.

14. Amendment of article
125 of the Constitution.— In _

Tetulia in Bhola district caus-
ing destruction of several ar-
cas.

He said thousands of people
in several areas in the district
had been rendered homeless
by the erosion and urged the
government to take necessary
measures in this regard.

Majidul Huq

Majidul Huq, Minister for
Irrigation, Flood Control and
Water Resources, said the gov-
ernment was aware of this sit-
uation and will take all possible
measures to face the erosion of
rivers.

It is difficult to check river
erosion but the Water
Development Board had taken
steps from time to time to save
diflerent areas of Bhola district
from this situation.

The Deputy Speaker then
asked the Law and Justice
Minister Mirza Gholam Hafiz to
seck the permission of the
chair to introduce the consti-
tution amendment bill.

Gholam Hafiz

The Minister sought the

rmission to introduce the
il and the chair gave the
permission.

The Law Minister said two
bills — eleventh and twelfth

words "by order” the words

(b) after ::ltuu (1C), the
following new clause shall be
inserted, namely:- ~(ID)
e bk

to an of
confidence or no-confidence
in the Cabinet or Parllament.”

18. Amendment of article
147 of the Constitution.—In
the Constitution, in article
147, in clause (4),—

(a) sub-clause (aa) shall be
omitted;

(b) in sub-clause (b), the
words “or Deputy Prime
Minister” shall be omitted.

19. Amendment of article
148 of the constitution.—in the
Constitution, in article 148,
clause (1A) shall be omitted.

20. Amendment of article
152 of the Constitution.—In
the constitution, in article
152, in clause (1), the words
"the Vice-President” means
the Vice-President of
Bangladesh clected or ap-

pointed under this
Constitution’ shall be omitted.

2]l. Amendment of the
Third Schedule to the
Constitution.—In the
Constitution, in the Third
Schedule, —

(a) form 1A shall be omit-
ted; and

¢ [b) in form 2, in the head-
ing, the comma and words’
"Deputy Prime Minister” shall
be omitted.

22. Amendment
Fourth Schedule to the
Constitution. — In the
Constitution, in the Fourth
Schedule, after paragraph 21,
the following new paragraph
22 shall be added, namely:- s

of the

"22. Notwithstanding
thing contafned in "Ht
Constitution, the Parliament

functioning immediately before

the commencement of the
Constitution (Twelfth
Amendment) Act, 1991 (of

1991) shall be deemed to have
been duly elected and consti-
tuted in accordance with the
Constitution and Law and shall
continue to function under the
provisions of article 72 of the
Constitution.”

23. Insertion of new Fifth
Schedule to the Constitution.—
In the Constitution, after the
Fourth Schedule, the fo
new Fifth Schedule shall be in-

S FIFTH SCHEDULE
[Article 48]

Election of President

l. The Speaker shall hold
and conduct any election to
the office of President, sand
shall be the returning officer
for such election.

2. The Speaker shall pre-
side at the meeting of the
members of Parliament held
pursuant to the provisions of
this Schedule.

and place for deltvering nomi-

nation plpcrl. holding a
scrutiny, making withdrawals,

amendment bills — wnuld b
introduced to amend the con-
stitutdon.

Mirza Gholam Hafiz said
Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed took over
as Vice-President and then as
the Acting President on July
6,1990, following the success
of the mass upsurge against
the then nt.

He said the Actin
President came as a result o
an interim ment and
he would now like to go back
to his old job of the Chief
Justice. He held free and fair
elections in the country and
expressed his desire several
times to go back to his old job.

it is necessary to approve

this constitutionally so the
Acting President could go
back to his old t with all

the facilities, the minister
said, adding that the Acting
President earned fame at
home and abroad for the job he
had done.

Hafizuddin
Mthullglbh
Hafizuddin (IND- rose to
say he had ns to the
introduction of the bills since
the constitution could not be

changed for one person
although the Acting President

r (Retd)

mnowa curbed

had earned admiration of the
people.

The chair ruled out the
point raised by the indepen-
dent member and said the
ground cited by him could not
be a reason to oppose
troduction of the bill.

The Law and Justice
Minister then introduced the
constitution eleventh amend-
ment bill in the House.

At this stage,
Ahmed (IND- Comilla) rose to
say something about late
President Justice Abdus Sattar.

Several Treasury Bench

members objected to the
comment.
Amanullah Aman |

Amanullah Aman (BNP-
Dhaka) described Redwan
Ahmed as an associate of the
former condemned autocratic
regime.

As the Law Minister intro-
duced the constitution-
eleventh amendment) bill, the
Deputy Speaker
to Deputy r of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad.

Abdus Samad Azad

Azad said he would like to
thank the Law Minister for

moving the bill.
Incomplete

Redwan |

the floor |

theln-l

7. If all but one of the can-
didates have withdrawn, that
one shall be declared by the

hold MIHW"II}I
the provisions of the succeed-
ing :

9. If, the close of the

poll a candidate who has been
validly nominated dies and a
report of his death is recetved
by the Speaker and the

is satisfied that the
candidate has died, he shall
countermand the poll and all
proceedings with reference to
the election shall be com-
menced a new.

10. A poll shall be taken at a
meeting of members of
Parllament on such date and
time as the Speaker may, by
nlbhc notification, fix in this

half and the Speaker shall

conduct the poll with the as-
sistance of n.'u:h officers as he
may appoint.

11. If there are only two
candidates the candidate who
has obtained the larger num-
ber of votes shall be declared
by the Speaker to be elected.

12. If there are three or
more candidates and one of
those candidates has obtained
a larger number of votes than
the number of votes
obtained by the remaining
candidates, he shall be de-
clared by the Speaker to be
elected.

13. If there are three or
more candidates and the last
preceding paragraph does not

ly, a further poll shall be
held at which the candidate
who obtained the smallest
number of votes at the previ-

ous poll

two or more candidates obtain
an equal number to votes, than
the result of the poll shall be
decided by the casting votes of
the Speaker openly.

15. After the close of the
poll the Speaker shall an-
nounce the result of the poll
and shall forthwith cause it to
be declared by public notifica-
tion.

16. The decision of the
Speaker on all matters relating
to the election. of the
President shall be final.

17. The Speaker may, by
public notification, with ap-
proval of the President, m-ln:
rules for out the pur-
poses of this Schedule.”

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS
AND REASONS

The present Parliament is
the outcome of a persistent,
severe and bloody people's
movement for the h:t eight
years which culminated into an
unprecedented mass upsurge
at its last stage. This unique
Parliament has, therefore, a
distinct national appeal. The
members of this parliament,
who have been elected by di-
rect adult franchise in a free,
fair and impartial election held
under a neutral non-partisan
care-taker government in an

ever peaceful atmosphere
tﬁ:reinr:, an undilguhud
and fervent appeal and pres-
tige. To them the people's
aspiration is immense. Such
hopes and aspirations of the
le could only be fulfilled
; establishing a government
tlhncmnunuhh to Parliament
ugh a democratic process
based on the backdrop of re-
alities and multiparty system.
Thus, to adore democracy with
an institutional shape this
amendment Bill of the
Constitution is deemed expe-
dient and essential.



