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In an exclusive inter-
view to The Daily Star,
the World Bank Presi-
dent Barbar B Conable

talks to the paper’s
Guest Columnist M
Syeduzzaman, a former
Finance Minister of
Bangladesh, on issues
and problems facing the
developing world,
The wide-ranging
discussion took place in
Washington DC re-
cently during
Syeduzzaman's visit to
the United States.
IT IS IN TOMOR-
ROW'S STAR. DON'T
MISSIT.
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| House for taking

The Prime Minister and
Leader of the House Begum
Khaleda Zia placed the
Constitution Twelfth
Amendment Bill in the Jatiya
Sangsad (parliament) on
Tuesday for switching over to a
parl:lan'lcntnry form of govern-
ment.

Some strict provisions have
been incorporated in the bill
to check floor crossing and cut
some arbitrary powers of the
president who will be the titu-
lar head of the state.

The Opposition in
Parliament welcomed the in-
troduction of the bill and
thanked the Leader of the

But the Opposition called for a
dialogue to reach a consensus
on the bill.

Article of the
Constitution has been
proposed to be amended
providing for vacation of seats

by the members of Parliament.
A member of Parliament

will lose his membership if he
resigns from the party, loses
its membership or is expelled
from it forms, together with
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some other members of the
party any group within that
party, acts
against the decision of the

party and votes in Parliament

against the party

If any ml:mbel.'lmhiaamt

due to the above reasons he
shall be disqualified for

election as a member of

Parliament for a of five
years from the date of his seat
falling vacant.

In imiting the
President the amendment has
proposed that the President
shall not dissolve Parliament
without written advice from
the Prime Minister.

Regarding the election of

the President the proposed
amendment provides for the
election to be arranged by the
Speaker.

The posts of Vice-President
and Deputy Prime Ministers
have been dropped in the bill.

On the formation of the cab-
inet the amendment has pro-
posed that the cabinet shall be
headed by the Prime Minister

and one fifth of its members
can be taken from non-mem-

in Parliament

power of the

Dppullﬂnn leaders reacting
to the bill in the Parliament
lobby told the Daily Star that
the basic principles of
Parliamentary democracy have
been reflected in the bill.

They however, expressed
their reservations on three

fons —

a) disqualifying a member to
contest election for five years
if he acts against party
decisions b) election of the
President to be conducted by
the Speaker and c) inducting
of one-fifth non-members in
the cabinet.

The Awami League sought
to elect the President by the
Election Commission.

Begum Zia sought coopera-
tion of all political parties to
pass the historic amendment
which will give democracy an
institutional shape.

While tabling the bill the
Prime Minister recalled the
Fourth Amendment to the
Constitution in 1975 which
within a few minutes changed
the form of mment to_the
presidential system and ingro-

duced one-party rule.

This angered the Leader of
the Opposition Sheikh Hasina
who accused Ziaur Rahman of
snatching power from former
President Sayem and narrated
the struggle of the Awami
League and her late father
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman for
establishing democracy.

Shetkh Hasina defended the
Fourth Amendment saying that
the Constitution was changed
in 1975 for greater national
necessity.

Sheikh Hasina criticised
the ruling party for the delay
in bringing the Constitution
amendment bill of her
She called for placing the bill
in the House without any
further delay.

a brief bitter scene
in the House the overall atmo-
sphere was full of amity and
jubilation.

The galleries were full of
visitors and every one seemed
waiting for the historic mo-
ment.

Bangladesh began with par-

liamentary democracy in 1972,
See Page 10 Col. 1

Khaleda moves Constitution amendment bill : Strict provisions to check ﬂodr Crossin

Begum Khaleda Zm pmpumng sw1tchnver to Parha |
mentary democrary through the Constitution amendment
bill placed before parliament Tuesday evening.— PID photo

Law Minister Mirza Golam
Haflz introduced the Eleventh
Amendment Bill in Parliament
Tuesday providing ratification
and confirmation of the ap-
pointment of the Chiefl Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed as Vice-
President and all actions taken
by him.

By Staff Correspondent

The amendment bill which
will be a part of the Fourth
Schedule of the Constitution
also sought to send back
Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed to the
Bench as the Chiefl Justice of
the Supreme Court in accor-
dance with the assurances

given to him by the principal
political alliances.

Mirza Golam Hafiz also paid
tributes to the Acting
President for his outstanding
performance in discharging
the responsibility entrusted
upon him during the critical
juncture of the nation.

Shahabuddin's return to the Bench proposed
Bill to ratify Acting President's actions

He said ihat the bili should
be passed unanimously for the
greater interest of the nation
and for fulfilling the commit-
ment of the major alliances
and the people of the country.

During the introduction of
the bill Independent member

See Page 10 Col. 2
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]lﬂl Hlmhml of the B’lmmnn munty
forces trmlf-r shells July 1 from one T-56 tank to another
which they have captured during clashes with the Federal
Army near here. The Slovenians demand that the army re-
turns to its barracks, after laying down their weapons.

— AFP Photo

Economy to be further

deregulated : Saifur

Star Economic Report

The government will
further deregulate and decon-
trol the economy to reduce the
burden of the loss-making
public enterprises and organi-
sations on the public exche-
quer and to help promote in-
vestments.

The programme for this
will be announced after the
current budget session of the
Jatiya Sangsad.

This was indicated on
Tuesday by the Finance and
Planning Minister Saifur
Rahman at a discussion meet-
ing on "Resource mobilisation
for stepping-up investment in
Bangladesh®, organised by the
American Bangladesh
Economic Forum at a city ho-
tel.

The US Ambassador to
Bangladesh Willlam B Milam
made the opening remarks at

the meeting.
President of the Forum SH
Kabir, and its Executive

Director Mahbub Zameel also
addressed the inaugural func-
tion.

The Finance Minister told
the meeting that the govern-
ment would like to lmit its
role to maintenance of a
[avourable or hospitable cli-
mate for investments and pro-
ductive activities through a
stable overall policy frame-
work.

He felt: that there was a
greater need for en-
treprencurship to prepare the
ground for a market-oriented
competitive economy.

“Dearth of en rial
ability and management capa-
bility is the main constraint to
sustained growth and eco-
nomic ", he observed.

He that the forthcom-
ing disinvestment me
would be
careful consideration of all

See Page 10 Col. 3
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by Mahfuz Anam

The hour had struck, the
event was at hand, and the
moment was now. In an emo-
tion charged, spectator packed
tense House, Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia presented the ea-

gerly awaited 12th
Amendment Bill proposing the
change over from the
Presidential to the

Parlamentary form of govern

ment. At exactly 7.40 p.m. the

Speaker declared his accep-

tance of the bill and thereby
See Page 10 Col. 7

Convict to lose

membership

By Staff Correspondent

In view of the further clari-
fication to the provision quali-
fication of a parliament mem-
ber, the proposed 12th
amendment to the
Constitution has also p
amendment to the Sub-clause
(d) of the Clause (2) of the
Article 66 of the Constitution.

The clause was amended as
" a person shall be disqualified
for election as or for being a
member of parlilament — who
has been on conviction of
criminal offence (involving
moral turpitude sentenced to
imprisonment for a term of
not less than two years un-
less

1) such conviction has been
reversed on or revision
., or if) a perfod of five years
has clapsed since his rejease.”

Here the title () has been

inchuded.
asked to comment on
this
former
See Page 10 Col. §
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| Let’s create history

by passing bills: PM

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia on Tuesday urged
all parties in the Farliamcnl to
create history by unanimously
passing the 11th and 12th
Constitution amendment bills
to switch over to a parliamen-
tary system.

Making a short statement

just before introducing the
12th amendment bill in the
House, Begum Zia said she
looked forward to the inlm-
duction of such a

tary system which suited thc
mental make-up, hopes and
aspirations of the people.

See Page 10 Col. 7

Hasina welcomes

amendment bill

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chief and
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina
thanked the Leader of the
House Khaleda Zia for intro-
ducing the Constitution
amendment bill Tuesday for
switching over to parliamen-
lary system.

While speaking on the
amendment bill placed by the
Prime Minister before the
House in the evening, Sheikh
Hasina said, "though belated,
the bill was brought bml.ring
down to public opinion.”

She called upon the
Treasury Bench to arrange in-
troduction of Awami League's
amendment bill on the same

See Page 10 Col. |

Ershad treated
shabbily in

jail : Moazzem

By Staff Correspondent

Secretary General of Jatiya
Party, Shah Moazzem Hossain
Tuesday accused that the gov
ernment had failed to show
minimum respect to the jail
code in case of former
President H M Ershad.

In a statement he said no
prisoner could be kept in soli-
lary confinement for more
than three months according
to the jail code but Begum
Ershad was denied the scope
to meet her husband even in
three months. "The govern-
ment is bound to give any pris-
oner the chance to meet his
wife and children as per the
jail code,” he said.

Shah Moazzem also
that the deposed President
on the
Eid-ul-Azha day at the Dhaka
Central Jail, Ershad was not al-

BELGRADE, July 2 : Federal
forces launched air and ar-
tillery raids Tuesday in
Slovenia, knocking nut com-
munications and to
by siiing & G Seesbomey
in the breakaway
republic, reports agencies.
Slovenia’s Information
Ministry reported several
deaths on both sides during
two batties near the Croatian
border but had no detadls.

Police in southern Austria
also reported new fighting at

no detafis.

the Slovene border. They had ciles.

It was not clear who con-
trolled Slovenia's borders.
Slovenia and neighboring
Croatia declared nce
last Tuesday, and the federal
government with a
show of force Thursday to take
control of borders.

!bvtm- s capital,
brl:g radio and mn
service -ﬁcr transmitters out-
side the city were attacked
from the air, the Information
Ministry said. Broadcasts were
resumed on alternate frequen-

The power was knocked out

effort to free two armoured
units under attack by Slovene
forces near the border of

was to help mediate the hos-
tilities in lhc splintering na-
tion, canceled a trip to the
Slovene capital for security
reasons. He was in southern
Austria.

The hostilities began before
dawn when a tank
unit that had surrounded
by Slovene forces iIn the
Krakovski forest near the
Croatian border at to
break free, news r:;‘"r:u'dnnd
witnesses said.

Slovene radio said there
were ‘'many victims” and halfl
the tanks were destroyed

Fresh fighting flares in Slovenia

when Slovene forces tried to
stop the armoured unit
A federal armoured column

ol reinforcements was sent o

Shmkh Hamna : We hv
been fighting for parliamen-
tary democracy since 1978.

Commentary
A historic
day for
nation

By Reazuddin Ahmed

It was a historic day for the
nation. Parliament was chock-
full of members and visitors.
All were in a festivée mood and
were eagerly waiting for the
bill to switch over to parlia-
mentary democracy to be
tabled.

It was an auspicious mo-
ment for everybody in the
House to experience and enjoy
as the long awaited amend-
ment bill — fulfilling the long
cherished desire of the people
— was placed in Parliament by
the Leader of the House Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia yesterday.

The Constitution amend-
ment bill is likely to be backed
by all parties
ousted President Ershad's
Jatiya Party. "The Awami
League, major opposition in
parliament, welcomed the
move by the Treasury Bench
but offered for reach-
ing a consensus on this funda-
mental national issue.

The Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia accepted the dia-
logue offer and thcy are ex-
pected to meet soon to pass
the bill unitedly in line with a
Joint declaration by the main-
stream political parties in
November last year which
forced Ershad to resign on

Detention of Mizan

declared void

The detention of former
Prime Minister Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury Tuesday
was declared void by a Division
Bench of the High Court, re-
ports BSS.

The court, comprising
Justice M Abdul Jalil and
Justice M Badruzzaman, ruled

that the detention had been
| without any lawful authority

and the government is di-
recied to set [ree the detenus
immediately if he 18 not con-
nected with any other case.

The verdict of the court
came on a writ petition moved
by Moudud Ahmed on behalf of
detenu.

Majeda Islam, daughter of
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury,
filed the writ petition chal-
lenging the detention of
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury.

Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury was arrested on
April 21 from his Gulshan res-
idence under the Special
Powers Act, 1974, and is un-
der treatment in the P G
Hospital under custody.

Moudud Ahmed and Azizul
Huq appeared for the peti-
tioner.

Syed J R Modasser Hossain,
Deputy Attorney General, and
Obaidur Rahman Mostala,
Assistant Attorney General,

appeared for the state.
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the day and denied mecting
his wife and son he alleged.



