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AL EC meet
July 5

By Staff Correspondent
A meeting of the Awami
League Working Committee is
scheduled on 5 July at 10 am
at the party's central office at
u Avenue, says a

press release issued on Mon-
dary.

7 hurt in clash over
possession of shop

At least three people were
injured when a group of 15
people attacked a shop at Jon-
aki Super market Monday
noon, reports UNB. .

Opposition MPs
meet today
A meeting of the opposition
Members of Parllament will be
held today at 3 pm at the Con- |
ference Room of the Leader of |
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placed today : Political parties' cooperation sought -

Parliamentary form soon,PM tells nation

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia announced on
Monday that Bangladesh

' Nationalist Party (BNP) had

decided to switch over to par-
liamentary form of government
by introducing a Constitution
amendment bill in Jatiya
Sangsad (parliament) today. It
is now clear from elaborate
discussions at various levels
that almost all the members of
parliament are unanimous in
recasting the form of govern-
ment, she added.

Addressing the nation over
Radio and Television the
Prime Minister and Leader of
the House Begum Zia said, BNP
made {ts stance clear earlier
that parliament would decide
as to what should be the form
of government.

The Prime Minister called
upon the countrymen and all
the political parties to come
forward for establishing this
system firmly in our national
life. This great parliament, an

| achievement of the mass up-

surge, is going to take the his-
toric decision of establishing

the parliamentary form of gov- had been the commitment of

ernment, the Prime Winister
declared.

The Prime Minister assured
the people of ensuring politi-
cal, social, economic, cultural
and religious rights of every-
body irrespective of religion,
caste and creed. “We are de-
termined to build a prosperous
and exploitation-free society by
the grace of Almighty Allah on
the basis of democracy,
Bangladeshi nationalism and
social justice”, she asserted.

BSS adds: Begum Zia said
parliament was going to take
the historic decision of estab-
lishing parliamentary form of
democracy in the country.

She'said,” Before this bill is
placed in the Jatiya Sangsad, |
am here before you today to in-
form you directly about this.”

Begum Khaleda Zia said as
soon as this amendment bill
was adopted by the Sangsad, a
new phase would be created in
the history of constitutional
and national political develop-
ment of the country.

The Prime Minister said it

the BNP that the system of
government should be decided
by the Jatiya

The Prime Minister said no
system of government, could
guarantee democracy unless it
was motivated by sincere de-
sire, and unstinted love and af-
fection for the people to estab-
lish their rights. She said it
had been considered necessary
under the changed circum-
stances, at a given context of
time, to evolve the system of
government.

| She said it was the stand of

her party that the Jatiya
Sangsad alone would take a
decision on the form of gov-
ernment.

She said to meet the needs
of ime BNP never hesitated in
the past and shall not hesitate
in future too to take any con-
stitutional step to ensure
democracy, stability and
greater national interest.

Begum Zia recalled, in this
connection, that in 1975 one
party system was introduced in
place of parliamentary form of

government through the
Fourth Constitutiénal Amend-
ment.

She said the BNP had taken
the pioneering role in estab-
lishing an accountable and
democratic system of govern-
ment oriented towards the
welfare of the people. The BNP
government in the past intro-
duced multi-party government
in place of one- rule and
ensured individual liberty,
press freedom and fundamen-
tal rights of the people.

The Prime Minister said
President Ziaur Rahman as the
dear leader of the masses had
geared the entire nation to-
ward the politics of production
and imbued them with the
spirit of democracy. She said
the seeds of democracy were
sown deep in the society by
him so that nobody could up-
root them in future. But this
progress of democratic insti-
tutions was disliked by the
vested groups who began to
conspire,

She said President Zia was

See Page 10 Col. 1

Parliament is going to take a historic decision, Begum Zia
tells nations over Radio and Television Monday.—PID photo
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Opposition raises objection to
VAT Bill, stages walkout

The much talked about
Value Added Tax (VAT) Bill
1991 was laced in the Jatiya

(Parliament) Monday
st walkout by the opposi-
tion.

The walkout was prompted
by the Speaker's refusal of a
ruling on the issue sought by
the opposition, pleading the
VAT uriconstitutional.

Several opposition mem-
bers raised ngj-cctiun at a time
when Finanee and Planning
Minister M Saifur Rahman
sought leave of the House to
move the bill, seeking re-

placement of present sales tax

By Staff Correspondent

and excise duty with VAT.
Rising on point of order,
Ganatantri Party Leader
Suranjit Sengupta said that
to constitution, no
tax could be realised without
the laws being enacted by the
House, but the VAT already
went into effect from July I
under an ordinance promul-
gated by the Acting President.
He added that the tax re-
alised under the ordinance
without the budget being
passed by the House amounted
to violation of the constitution
and the bill which violated
constitution could not be in-

troduced. He demanded with-
drawal of the bill to protect
the constitition.

Awami League MP Sud-
hangsu Shekhar Halder said
that the validity of the ordi-
nance introducing VAT ex-
pired on June 30 and the bill
could be introduced before
that day. The bill could not be
introduced now, he argued.

Salauddin Kader Chowdhury
of NDP sought the Speakers
ruling whether the bill was vio-
lating constitution.

Law and Justice Minister
Mirza Golam Hafiz then took

See Page 10 Col. |

AG hears Sirajul Haq only, defence lawyers tell Tribunal

Valuation of recovered articles
at current prices : Prosecution

-
EC

.......

R

i

it

—

The

new venue in front of Dhaka Central Jail,

B

.......

:..-_‘:.. iy

o
e

where the

R

Special Tribunal, trying deposed President Ershad, has
been shifted. Tight security was enforced in the area when

the trial began yesterday.

— Star photo

By Staff Correspondent

Prosecution witnesses in
Ershad's wealth amassing case
said that the value of the arti-
cles found in the Sena Bhaban
were calculated on the basis of
their current prices.

The case which resumed

at the new venue ad-
jacent to the Central Jail con-
tinued till 1 pm and was ad-
journed till 10.30 am tomor-
row

Three Prosecution
Witnesses (PWs) including the
Officer-in-Charge of the
Cantonment Thana were cross-
examined by Defence Lawyer

m brought to the

Court at around 10 am and the

Attorney General Aminul
Haque first produced Nurul
Alam Officer-in-Charge of
Cantonment Thana for cross-
examination.

Nurul Alam denied a sug-
gestion by the Defence Lawyer
that the prices of the licenced
arms and other materials
found in the Sena Bhaban were
fixed at the sweet will of the
Prosecution and that the col-
lecting of arms was a hobby of
the former President.

The total wealth and prop-
erty in this case was calculated
at over Taka two crore.

Following are the excerpts
from the cross-examination of
Nurul Alam.

See Page 10 Col. 3

BNP to place
2 amendment
bills today

By Staff Correspondent

The ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) will
place two separate
Constitution amendment bills
in Parliament today (Tuesday)
E’mﬂding for changing the

rm of government and send-
ing Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed back to the Bench.

The Constitution eleventh
amendment bill will seek to
suitably change the Fourth
Schedule to ratify the actions
taken by the Acting President
and make him the Chief
Justice again.

The Constitution twelfth

See Page 10 Col. 6

Jamaat, others

hail decision

By Staff Correspondent

Different political parties,
socio-cultural organisations
and student bodies Monday
welcomed Prime Minister Be-
gum Zija's announcement of
her party’'s decision to switch
over to parliamientary form of
government.

In separate statements they
said it was a "historic” deci-
sion by the ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) which
opened a "new horizon” and
reflected peoples aspirations.

Jamaat-e-Islami
Ameer Abbas Ali Khan and
Secretary General Matiur
Rahman Nizami in a joint
statement said the announce-
ment reflected BNP's respect
for the people's demand for

See Page 10 Col. 7

It's too early

for comment:
Samad Azad

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League presidium
member and Deputy Leader of
the Opposition in parliament
Abdus Samad Azad said that it
would have been nicer f
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
had addressed the nation after
introducing the constitutional
amendment bill in parlfament
since the House was in session.

When asked to comment on
Prime Minister's address to
the nation on Monday evening,
Abdus Samad Azad said that he
had not seen the amendment

bill prepared by BNP, so it was
See Page 10 Col. 2

Acting

AL to move amendment bill soon

BNP has accepted

reality

Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chiel and
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina
Monday hoped that the
Constitution amendment bill
on the form of government
submitted by her party would
be introduced in the Jatiya
Sangsad (Parliament) without
further delay.

In a statement, Sheikh
Hasina pointed out that the
ameéndment bill was submitted
by her party to the Sangsad
Secretarial as early as April 14.
But, she regretted that its in-

troduction in the was
being delayed through various
"tricky methods".

She said the AL bill aimed
at reintroducing a parliamen-
tary form of government re-
placing the existing presiden-
tial system. This is done with a
view to ensuring effective par-
ticipation of the people in the
administration through the

elected representatives, she

added |

Referring of BNP's decision

to switch over to the parlia-
See Page 10 Col. 2

Tk 241.14 cr spent for

Irrigation, Water Develop-
ment and Flood Control
Minister Major General Majid-
ul-Huq told the Jatiya Sangsad
on Monday that Taka 241.14
crore had so far been spent as
funds were released in
constructing city protection
embankment around capital
Dhaka, reports BSS.

In reply to a question from
Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim (AL-
Gopalganj), the Minister said
part of the first phase work of
the Greater Dhaka Flood
Control Project a 34 kilometer
long embankment has been
constructed around the city.
He said flood-wall measuring
36.30 km has also been buiit.

Besides, he said the level of
a stretch of 9.90 km of road
has been raised and 12.07 km
long Zia International Airport
protection embankment has
been constructed. Thirteen
kilometer of drainage canals
had been dug and six pipe
sluices had been buiit.

Majid-ul-Huq Monday told
the Jatiya Sangsad that the
Water Development Board had
a total of 27 gmdgcru.

Replying to a question from
A T M Alamgir (BNP-Comilla),
the Minister said of them 16
were functioning and the rest
| 1| were out of order.

Huq said the functionable
dredgers had been en in
dredging and filling of differ-
ent projects undertaken by the
government and private organ-
isations fncluding the Water
Development Board and the
Power Development Board.

Of the total dredgers he
said 16 are 12 inches and the

city protection dam

rest 18 inches.
A total of Taka 2049.62

crore has so far been spent
during the third five-year plan
in the firigation, water devel-
opment and flood control sec-
tor, the Jatiya Sangsad was in-
formed.

Replying to a written ques-
tion by Abdul Matin Khasru
(Awami League — Comilla),
Irrigation, Flood Control and
Water Resources Minister
Majidul Huq told: the House
that a total of 51 project and
sub-projects had been com-
pleted during this period.

The minister said that a
flood action plan had been
launched by World Bank
consortium in 1989 to tect
the country from men-
ace as far as :

Survey work for 26

schemes of the project began
in January this year after the
Bangladesh ment ap-
proved the action plan, he said
adding that the survey work
would expectedly complete in
December, 1992.

Majidul Huq said that work
on the priority ects would
be taken up on rie of the
survey findings and implemen-
tation work would begin later.

No timeframe had been de-
cided to lete the action
plan but full implementation of
the plan would take 15 to 20

. e said. .
One killed
NARAYANGANJ, July 1: One
person was killed and two

others were injured serfously
in separate road accidents in

Nutymmm.

EC wins accord

, July 1: European
Community peace envoys said
today they had won a written
agreement in all-night talks
with rival Yugoslav leaders that
could peace to the di-
vided Balkan state, reports
Reuter.

The

three-man team

Hans Van Den Broke told re-
porters in Zagreb before the
teamn flew home after its 10+
hour visit,

The accord was finalised
amid a flurry of efforts to pre-
vent Yugoslavia into
civil war after the federal

:Civil war in Yugoslavia averted

we can continue our good ef-

forts.
reply indicated that
breakaway Slovenia and Crotia
had formally agreed to the final
point demanded by the EC — a
three-month moratorfum on
implementation of the inde-
pendence declarations they
made last Tuesday.
The meratorium is
tended to give

po
breathing space to weork out

l“"'

hours earlier with the elegtion
of a new head of state in Bel-
grade and a crucial t
on the withdrawal n’ federal
troops in Slovenia to their bar-
racks.

The three EC Foreign Min-
isters — Van Den Broek, [taly's
Gianni de Michelis and
Jacques Poos of Luxembourg —
sat In on the meeting of Yu-
goslavia's eight-man collective
presidency which named the
new head of state.

He was former croatian
Prime Minister Mesic, a
one-time political prisoner
who became Yugoslavia's first

non-communist chiefl of state
since World War Il

Mesic Iimmediately made
clear he would r relax-
ation of the centralised federa-
tion buftlt by former communist
lcader Josip Broz Tito. "We will
not be secure unless we have a
union of sovereign and equal
states,” he told reporters.

Mesic's election ended a
six -week deadlock since Ser-
bia, Yugoslavia's biggest repub-
lic, blocked his nomination in
mid-May, saying Mesic would
bremk up the Yugoslav federa-
tion

The other major lssue — ac-

ceplance by both sides of a
lasting ceasefire in Slovenia —
was settled on Saturday in day-
long talks between Slovenia's

rs and federal Prime Min-
ister Ante Markovic.

Markovic said the agree-
ment for troops to start with-
drawing to their barracks to-
day averted a renewed offen-
sive t Slovenia threat-
ened the Army General

Stall.
“What is most ificant is
that we preve the Le-

banenisation of Yugoslavia,"
Markovic sald in a statement.

Related story on page 5

| Censorship issue:

Rangpur APMG
withdrawn
From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, July 1: Jahangir
Alam, Assistant Post Master
General APMG of Rangpur
Head Post Office was with-
drawn today (Monday) over the
censorship controversy on 11
opposition political leaders.
His services were placed at the
disposal of the Rajshahi Post
Master General's office.
In an urgent telex message
sent by the higher postal au-
thorities Jahangir Alam was
ordered to leave Rangpur today
after handing over charge to
the Deputy Post Master and
report to the Rajshahi PMG's
office by tomorrow.

Jahangir Alam
Rajshahi this evening

Several political and other
organisations in Rangpur are
continuing to express their
deep resentment over the im-
position of undemocratic een-
sorship on letters and goods
both (incoming and outgoing)
of 11 opposition political lead-
ers and 12 leading members of
different organisations in
Rangpur.

Jahangir Alam, APMG
Rangpur Head Post Office, in
his official letter issued June

See Page 10 Col. 8

Probe body on
DU incidents
submits report

The enquiry commission
constituted to probe the inci-
dent which took place on may
27 last in the office of the Vice
Chancellor, Dhaka University,
submitted its report to the
Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed Monday,
reports BSS.

The one-man commission
was constituted under the
commission of enquiry act
with Justice M M Haque of the
High Court Division of the

left f[or

Bangladesh Supreme Court.
The Acting President
 thanked Justice the
done plet-

ing the enquiry and submitting
the report.
Hearing of
L ' L
Mizan's writ
petition begins

The hearing of the writ pe-
titton challenging the deten-
tion of former prime minister
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
began on Monday in a Division
Bench of the High Court
Division, report BSS.

The Bench comprised
Justice M Abdul Jalil and
Justice M. Badruzzaman.

Barrister Moudud Ahmed,
ngtil‘h“;g for the detenue,
submitted that the alleged
grounds of detention that the
detenue is a corrupt person
and has abused power are false
and fabricated.

He said there is no mate-
rial, whatseoever, on record
that the detenue has led
procession or meeting
is dangerous to public order.

In reply., Deputy Attorney
General Syed JR Modesser
Hossain said that the detenue
had given a statement on
February 20 that former presi-
dent Ershad could have re-
sorted to bloodshed with the
help of armed forced, BDR,
police and Jatiya Party, which
is a prejudicial activity and
dangerous to public safety and
public order.

Mizanur Rahman Chow-
dhury was arrested under the

Special Powers Act and now he
is under treatment in P G
Hospital under custody.

In another case, the Bureau
of Anti-Corruptien submitted a
charge-sheet against Mizanur
Rahman C hury and four
others for cheating the gov-
ernment to the tune of Taka

1.27 crore.

Explosions on

JU campus

JU Correspondent

Two bombs were exploded
at the AFM Kamaluddin Hall of
Jahangirnagar University on
Sunday. None was however in-
jured.

Mecanwhile, with only four
days left for the JUCSU polls,
electioneering on the campus
is now in full

Student Action Committee
(SAC). an alliance of five stu-
dents organisations,
and Samajtantrik Chhatra
Front (SCF) brought out sepa-

rate on the cam-
pus -

The SAC is composed of
Awami League- Chhatra
League (S-A), JSD (Inu)-backed
Chhatra League (N-J), Jatiya

Chhatra . Jattya Chhatra'

| Dal and Chhatra Unfon (BCU).



