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Nationalised jute

mills lose Tk 1301 cr

Star Economic Report

Nationalised jute mills of
the country incurred a loss of
Tk 1301.14 crore during the
last 18 years since 1972.

State Minister for Jute
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan in-
formed che Jatiya Sangsad this
on Saturday replying to a
question from Nurul Islam
Moni (Ind- ;

ul Mannan, replying to
Prof. Rafiqul Islam (AL-
Jessore), also said that the
mills lost Tk 1148.14 cr in
nine years from 1981-82 to
1989-90, -

He attributed the losses to
continuous fall of demand and
prices of jute products and un-

even competition with
synthetics in the world
market

Besides, higher production
cost due to higher s and
fringe benefits, power and fuel
rates, price hike of mainte-
nance materials due to infla-
tion and higher bank interests
added substantially to the

He said that the govern-
ment took a number of mea-
stires to overcome the losses.

The measures included ensur-
ing better working condition
to increase efficiency in the
jute mills, drive to maintain
and expand jute goods market,
campaigning about the good af-
fects of jute products and bad
affects of synthetics on human
health and environment and
promulgation of laws restrict-
ing internal production and
use of synthetics to expand the
local market for jute products.

Abdul Mannan told Sardar
Sakhawat Hossain (BNP-
Narsingdi) that the public
sector jute mills had outstand-
ing bank loans of Tk 1145.11
crore of which Tk 611.20
crore were short-term and Tk
533.91 crore long-term,

Answering to another ques-
tion from Hossain the State
Minister said that the Adamjee
Jute Mills had 23,099 perma-
nent and 7,243 exchange
workers whose monthly wages
amounted Tk 5.15 crore. He
said that the expenditure of
the mill in 1989-90 fiscal year
was Tk 245.45 crore against
an income of Tk 152.47 crore.

Independence call
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which the would with-
draw. Slovenia and Croatia to
suspend their declarations of
independence made on Tues-
day and the appointment of
Croatia’'s Stipe Mesic as Presi-
dent.

Serbia, Croatia's arch-rival,
blocked Mesic's election on
May 15, saying he would break
up Yugoslavia. The Balkan
country has been without a
President and Commander-in-
Chief of its Armed Forces since
then. Serbia on Saturday lifted
its veto.

Tanjug did not say when the
postponed session was likely
to take place.

Slovenia President Milan
Kucan said today that his re-
public wanted its declaration
of independence from Yu-
goslavia to remain in effect,
despite a three month morato-
rium agreed in negotiations
with the European Community.

I]'I.:rcm. quoted by the Yu-
gos news agency Tan
implied that the mnrltot"'lz;
applied only to the practical
application of last Tuesday's
declaration.

He also declared that no
. guarantee existed that Yugoslav
troops would return to their
barracks as provided for under
::l:mﬂumrd brokered

an EC delegation. "I wonder
who could give such an order
to the army.” he said.

The statement appeared to
be a velled reference to the
federal , which acts
as the commander-in -chief of
the armed forces under the
constitution.

On his return from Zagreb
where he had reached agree-
ment with federal authorities
to end the military clashes In
Slovenia. Kucan sadd in Ljubl-
Jana he did not give way on the

issue of Slovenian In-
dependence. There 18 no pos-
sible way back as far as our In-

mln concerned.” he

The agreed three month
moratorium was a mere
respite before procedures for
total sovereignty would be re-
sumed, he said.

"l do mot a demo-
cratic way for Slovenia to again
bm.r'tﬂl"wh.he
said, win‘ that Slovenia

Standing again. Awami
leader Tofael Ahmed

the minimum of trust needed
to open talks.

Kucan said he had no in-
formation that Yugoslav army
units were pulling out of
Slovenia.

In spite of the ment to
halt fighting at least four

.people have died since late

'riday and continued violence
was reported.

Serbia’'s information minis-
ter Jelko Kachin told the press
conference that the Yugoslav
Air Force raided the Hrvatinia
border post, held by Slovenes,
before noon (100 GMT) and
combats were raging near the
Crklje military airbase.

A still unknown number of
foreigners were killed by the
Air Force in raids on vehicles
blocking tank advances, he
said.
The bodies of two Austrian
journalists who died in an air
raid on Ljubljana's Brnik air-
port Friday were still on the

und because of continuing
ighting between Slovenian
forces and the Yugoslav army
which each control parts of
the airport.

Observers would not rule
out new clashes as Slovenian
authorities said will not
give up control over border
posts still held.

"The main border
are under our and we
will keep them,” Slovenian

Minister Dimitrij Ru-
pel said.

Related story on Page 5

Meet on bill

From Page | Col. 4

“The heaviest burden
should be borne by the
st shoulders.” said an
influential MP commenting on
the suggested changes in the
new fiscal measures.

Duties on unrefined soy-
abean oil and palm oil have
been increased to 50 per cent
and 40 per cent respectively
per cent and excise
duty on gas has been raised to
10 per cent for domestic and
other uses.

Sirajul Islam
bul Hugq

ALPP meeting
held

The Awamli League
Parliamentary Party on
Saturday held a meeting at
Sangsad Bhaban with Leader of
the Opposition Sheikh Hasina
in the chair, reports UNB.

The meeting discussed
country's political and eco-
situation with particular
reference to fiscal measures
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‘Tamil Nadu asks Lankan refugees to )

register or fa

®
29

NEW DELHI., June
India's Tamil Nadu state,
where former Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated
by suspected Sri Lankan Tamil
militants, ordered refugees
from the Indian Ocean island
today to register with police or
face deportation, report agen-
cies.

As investigators tried to
track down the suspected
masterminded behind the as-
sassination, a Sri Lankan Tamil
called Sivarsan, the state, gov-
ernment issued {ts warning in
an advertisement on the front
page of the Madras-based
news The Hindu.

Tamil Nadu, close to the
shores of Sri Lanka, is home to
at least 100,000 Sri Lankan
Tamils who have fled guerilla
War.
Most of the refugees live in
state-run camps.

"However, a large number
are..... either living with friends
and relatives or on their own,”
the advertisement said. It gave
such refugees a week to regis-
ter or face "severe penal ac-
tion.... including lability for

" Prabhakaran
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the LTTE network in India's
southern Tamil Nadu state.

There was no immediate of-
ficial comment on the report,
but detectives connected with
the rnment’s investigation
into the slaying said it ap-
peared to be accurate.

In mid- 1987, Gandhi, act-
ing under an accord reached
with Colombo. despatched
thousands of troops to Sri
Lanka to end the Tamil sepa-
ratist campaigning spear-
headed by the LTTE.

Indian troops went on the
offensive after the LTTE re-
the accord, refusing to
down arms and were re-
called in March 1990 by the
National Front government of
Gandhi's successor Vishwanath
Pratap Singh.

The Front alllance was
voted out by parliament in
November 1900 after it lost a
working majority and suc-
ceeded iy a breakaway faction
which ruled for four months
with the support of the

Congress ().

"Even before the National
Front ernment collapsed,
the L had made up its
mind to prevent Rajiv Gandhi
from regaining power even ff it
required the ultimate deter-
rent -- his assassination.” India
Today said in its latest issue.

Flag meeting
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At a flag meeting between
BSF and BDR commanders to-
day, the h side was
informed that Mofazzel was
taken to Karimpur Hospital in
Nadia district
under police custody.

The Indian side did not say
anything about Mofazzel's ac-
tual econdition. The BSF

u_:lm“ meeting. heid
tee parliament itself opposition's conference room.,
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7 pm was held near Mujib

border outpost.

deportation.”

Landlords and employers
must register Sri Lankan Tamil
tenants and workers, it said.
"Failure to do so or supply of
wrong information will be deal
with severely.”

JEKLF holding Yitzhaki

A Kashmir separatist leader
said today that his guerillas
were still holding Israeli
tourist Yair Yitzhaki, who ran
into them after he fought his
way out of a kidnapping staged
by another militant group.

Javed Ahmed Meer, chief of
the Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front (JKLF), tele-
phoned an international news
agency saying: "We are awaiting
a report by our special com-
mittee investigating the whole
incident. Meanwhile he
(Yitzhaki) remains as our

guest.

Asked how long the investi-
gation would take, Meer said:
"It's up to the committee.”

Yitzhaki was one of six

Isracli men who were seized
on Thursday by a Muslim fun-

damentalist group in Srinagar,
summer capital of India's only
Muslim-majority state. The
kidnappers freed an Israeli
woman and Dutch woman who
were with them.

Later the men seized their
kidnappers' guns and fought
back. One Israeli was killed but
four escaped, three of them
wounded. Yitzhaki said in a
telephone interview on Friday
that he had got separated from
his friends during the gun-
fight, was attacked by Kashmiri
villagers, and was rescued by
the JKLF.

The JKLF said at first that it
would free him at once. Then,
apparently under pressure

from other se tist grou
who refuse to believe the
Israelis were ord tourists.

It said it would hold Yitzhaki
while it investigated the gun-

fight.
Punjab
Twenty-one persons includ-
ing nine militants and two BSF
personnel, were killed in
Punjab since last night.
An eight-member militants

ce deportation

gan struck in village Fatehpur
killing a Sarpanch and his
three close relatives in
Amritsar district last night.
They shot down Sarpanch
Lakhwimder Singh, his son
Satinam Singh, brother-in-law
Balfinder Singh and sister-in-

law Amarjeet Kaur.

Rao turns 70

Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao, who turned 70
today " was greeted by the
President, R Venkataraman,
the Vice President, Dr
Shankar Dayal Sharma, his
ministerial colleagues and a
number of MPs.

Many of his ministerial col-
leagues and MPs and people
from various walks of life vis-
ited the Prime Minister's resi-
dence to felicitate Mr Rao on
his birthday.

The '‘Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister, Miss Jayalalitha, in a
message to Rao said. ‘on this
joyous occasfon, [ wish you

health and many more
years of invaluable service to
the nation'.
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Taka 3885 crore 66 lakh 74
thousand were . passed by
voice-vote. The demands were
moved by different ministers
to meet necessary expendi-
tures during the fiscal year
1990-91.

A total of 226 cut motions
on the Appropriation
(supplementary) Bill 1991
were not moved after an un-
derstanding was reached be-
tween the Treasury and the

c:unamm;mnum

She mentioned that many of
the expenditures of this sup-

She po
law and order situation in the
country had deterforated, even
then additional expenditures
were made in this sector.

Sheikh Hasina said that in

Supplementary Budget |

budget and the session should
continue for a longer period.

The Deputy Speaker the
announced that remaining
cut motions were deemed to
have not been moved.

The Deputy Leader of the
House Prof Badruddoza
Chowdhury thanked the Op-
position members for their

acceptance of the Deputy
Spcli‘cr'l proposal. He said
that after nine years of auto-
cratic rule, a and
significant Jatiya Sangsad
could be established.

Earlier, Finance Minister
Saifur Rahman wound up dis-
cussions on the demand of

supplementary budget.
He held the autoecratic

of the expenditures
were nol necessary.

ropriation

(su Bill 1981

by the

Ap
menta
was

House, granted sums of Taka
4175,49.48,000 from the con-
solidated fund o meet the ad-
ditional expenses in the fiscal
year 1990-9].

The Appropriation (vote of
account) Bill 1991 granted a
sum of Taka 4091,87,94,000
out of the consolidated fund
for the 1991-92 fiscal year to
meet the expenditures of var-
lous ministries. Finance Minis-
ter Saifur Rahman moved both

- the bills.

Before adjournment of the
House last night five members
from both sides of Parliament
participated in the debate on
the finance bill.

. Four persons
three students were killed
over 10 injured, six of them
seripusly in two road accidents
in Dhaka and Gazipur Saturday.
According to a correspon-
dent, the three students,

Agriculture University,

and Bellal Mathu,

year student of

Bangladesh Agriculture

institute at Sher-e-Bangla
in the city.

ﬂ Govt discards i

Serajul Haq's
allegations

The government has dis-
carded the allegation raised at
a recent press conference by
Advocate Serajul Haq, chief
lawyer defending former

President H M Ershad to the

effect that he was not given fa-
ciliies to meet his client, re-
ports BSS.

A press note issued here
Saturday by the Home Ministry
said, attention of the govern-
ment had been drawn to some
versions of Advocate Serajul
Haq's June 23 s confer-
ence, published in a section of
the press.

In the press conference
Serajul Haq had alleged that
the lawyers defending Ershad
were not given sufficient facili-
ties to consult their client. The
government thinks it proper
to unvail the actual for
the information of the public.

The Arms case against Er-
shad began on March 19,
1991. The case continued for
30 sessions till June 12, 1991.
The accused got opportunities
to make necessary consulta-
tions with his lawyers for two
and a half hours both prior and
after each session. Besides, he
was given opportunities 51
times to meet and consult with
his lawyers at Gulshan sub-jail
and Dhaka Central Jail Be-
tween January 11, 1991 and
June 23, 1991 which, the gov-
ernment thought was ade-
quate, the Press Note said.

All papers and documents
relating to the corruption
cases filed against Ershad by
the anti-corruption depart-
ment for amassing wealth dis-
proportionate to his known
sources of income were also
handed over to his lawyers.
The accused, Ershad was given
chances to make consultations
with his lawyers, the Press
Note said.

The ment hopes that
all confusion would be re-
moved following the above
clarifications, the Press Note
added

SSC exams
The Secondary School

jected

The Midnight File

| Morocco-Polisario truce

- GENEVA, June 29: Morocco and the Polisario rebel move-

ment have agreed to a UN sponsored cease-fire September 6,
ending more than 16 years of fighting over the western Sa-
hara, the United Nations said after two days of talks between

envoys from both sides with a UN special representative, Jo-

hannes Manz, reports AP.

Emergency in South Ossetia

MOSCOW, June 29: The Georgian legislature Friday an-
nounced a two-month State of Emergency and night-long
curfew in two districts of the republic's South Ossetian region
that have been wracked for months by ethnic violence, the
Soviet news agency Tass said, reports AP.

Elizabeth visits Northern Ireland

LISBURN, June 29: Queen Elizabeth 11,

her first

visit to Northern Ireland since 1977, on Saturday saluted the
work of a British Army regiment. Roads were blocked an se-
curity was intense as the monarch arrived in this southern
suburb of Belfast to salute present conours to the Ulster De-
fense Regiment, a locally raised and largely part-time force,

reports AP.

Mt Pinatubo continues to shake
MANILA, June 29: Mount Pinatubo shook Saturday with
191 high-frequency earth tremors and continued to spew ash

ulP to 10,000 meters (33,000 feet), the Philippine Institute
of Volcanology and Seismology said, reports AP.

EC summit ends

LUXEMBOURG, June 29: The twelve

European Community

(EC) leaders ended their summit here today after two days
of talks dominated by the Yugoslav crisis. Due to the crisis,
little work was accomplished on the official goal of the sum-
mit, which reached an accord on the question of a political
federation of EC states sharing a common curreney, reports

AFP.

Transfer of power
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right through the 60-minute
interview. While she answered
many of our questions in gen-
eral terms, she seemed to
know her mind on the subjects
brought up for her comments.

The issues which domi-
nated the conversation related
to the BNP's switch of position
in favour of the parliamentary
form, the place of national
consensus in solving the prob-
lems facing Bangladesh, the
student violence. . the Prime
Minister's recent fo tours
and the agenda for the gov-
ernment.

Answering questions on
these issues, Begum Zia
showed a reasonable and
moderate attitude towards the
Opposition but took a strong
line on student violence and a
cautious approach on such a
complex issue as restoring
discipline to financial institu-
tions,

On her party's decision to
support the change-over to the
parliamentary form. Begum Zia
said, "We are now going back
to the parliamentary- system
because people want it. In the
past, BNP had proved that it
could properly run the country
under a presidential form.
Now, we will again prove that
the country could be adminis-
tered well under the parlia-
mentary system.

However, when asked why
she had changed her own po-
sition from her commitment
to ;l; presidential system to a

ntary form, the Prime
Minister said, “We had never
been rigid on this {issue.
However, we had said that the
issue would be decided the
Parliament.” She also that
in her view, no system js bad.
It depends on how we make
the system work,” she added.

Begum Zia answered in al-
firmative when asked if the

slowly emerging national con-
sensus on the form of gov-
ernment could be extended to
other important areas.

She said, *"We are ready to
solve problems facing the
country through dialogue. We
want to do this in the interest
of the country's development
programme.” :

Taking a strong line against
continuing student violence in
the universities, the Prime
Minister said. “The indisci-
pline we now see in the uni-
versities is being created at
personal levels, like for occu-
pying seats in the halls. It is
not their task. They should de-
vote more time to their stud-
ies. Now. different groups are
clashing over petty matters.”

Then, without naming any
political party in particular,
Begum Zia complained that
some “bad clements® expelled
by her party were being shel-

tered by another party.
| W'htze blaming the ousted

Ershad rnment for the
problems her administration
had inherited, Prime Minister
spoke optimistically about ef-
forts made by the government
in the socio-economic fields,
about the offers of support ex-
tended by foreign governments
and about prospects of a dia-
logue with all concerned on
student violence.

Many a time, she insisted
that her government's ability
in tackling the staggering
problems largely stemmed
from its democratic roots.

In this context, Begum Zia
scemed pleased to know that
the Star's feature sec-
tion being published with to-
day's paper is titled, “Hundred
days of Democracy.”
Conversation: Extracts from the
interview Page 4
Special articles by staff writers
Page 5 and 6

UN team in Iraq B
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were tracking It
Meanwhile, in

Kurdish leaders announced n.-.:

jection Saturday of an initial

major Kurdish political parties,
said he will return to Baghdad

for further negotiations with

Zimar, and Khanigin.
members the
Kurdistan Front also have re-
lraqi preconditions un-
der which the Kurds would
have to side with Saddam's

office to swear allegiance to
the Baath Party. said Barahan
Sali., a spokesman for
Talabani's group.

“Such an ment won't
inspire the confidence of the
Kurdish people. Unless they
feel safe. it is not worth the
paper it is written on,"” said
Sali.

Talabani said the main
points of the Kurds' counter-

'were for greater au-
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