PHAKA SUNDAY JUNE 30, 1991

Dhaka Day );y Day
Under the Bridges of Paris

by Fayza Haq

Rifat Rashid, who is the Scientific Collabora-

tor at the Centre for Scientific and Technologi-
cal Information at the Embassy of France/

Alllance Francaise, had a fairly easy time col-

lec her PhD from Sorbonne. Rifat com-
studies with her marriage to a char-

bined
tered accountant in London and having two

children.

Did she have a smooth sailing at the Sor-

borine at the outset?

"You had to
French and | felt shy.
language was not all that marvellous, and I did

not know many peo-
ple," she admitted.
Living in mixed '
dorms with common
tollets and showers
was also something
new and overwhelm-
ing for her. "To go
about the city on my
own was difficult too,
as | had been cosset-
ed as an only daugh-
ter. | was not
used to budgeting. |
did not have the sys-
tem of pocket money
in Bangladesh. Also, I
did not find the food
in the cafeteria all
that pleasant at first.
But it did not take
very long for me to
develop a taste for
couscus’, which you
eat with meat and
vegetable, and 'piella’
which consists of

participate in discussions in
My command over the

| did not feel wanted. The British were polite
but cold.”
T . Rifat said that hers
had been although she knew her hus-
band's family as a child. Between London and
Paris their phone bills were long before they
actually met in Paris, and got married —
even though she had at first been apprehensive
about getting involved in wedlock. "Marriage is
a matter of luck”, she believed firmly.
Speaking about the position of women in
our society the career woman commented,
"Even in London and Paris the society is still

dominated by men. If
a woman heads a
firm it is flashed in
the papers as some-
thing unusual. Wom-
en in Europe do not
have equal rights
even though they talk
about it."

Despite her de-
gree it is difficult for
her to get a good
post in Europe. "By a
job | don't mean any
old work as a low
grade civil servant,
But I'm a foreigner,
have no work experi-
ence, and am moreo-
ver a woman,"” Rifat
commented about
the prospects of her
having a career in
Europe.

For her it is im-
portant to combine a
job with a life.

about

:

fish and meat,” she
narrated.

"It was only in the 80's when | was a student
cum a housewife and commuted between Lon-
don and Paris that | found the burden of house-
work " Rifat added.

How did the French take to her at Sor-
bonne?

"During my time there were not too many
Indians or Bangladeshis. | was treated with po-
liteness. Since | wore a 'sarl’ sometimes the
student community would come up to me and
admire me. Nobody looked down on me. 1|
knew the French but it was not easy to be an

integral of the French society. | re-
mained, r. a part of the mtg-n-tbnni
community,” she informed me.

"There were Frenchmen and people from
other who wanted to take me out to
tres and restaurants. | had to explain
did not do this back in my own coun-
some the friendship was then over.
pressurised . At
d:rﬁymoﬁ:ﬂedmnlmm-ed. It was
as if | wanted

to stay out of their culture.
however; they understood,” Rifat said

life in i

that the attitude of the French to
and Bangladeshi tommunities was
comparable to how the British feel towards
coloured population in UK or how the
Americans sometimes feel towards the
Black. Yet Rifat felt there was a feeling of dis-

gerians, Moroccans and Tunisians. "They are
aggressive in nature and have hostile feelings
towards the French because had once
been exploited. This is an after effect of coloni-
sation,” Rifat commented.

Rifat, who has lived in Paris and London for
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Rifat Rashid

. This would have been

difficult abroad. She
was sure that she would find a reasonably good
research work in Dhaka. In Europe she would
have had to put her children in the creche or

‘with baby sitters. Here in Dhaka she has her

mother and aunts to help when the children
are {ll or if she is late from work.

"Coming back home after 13 years | find
women doing a lot of enterprising work such
as small business in the form of boutiques. The
NGOs also involve them in sewing and handi-
crafts. | find the women in the garment facto-
ries something new and encouraging Earlier
the only jobs offered to them were that of do-
mestic servants. "‘Women in development’ is a
subject that is much talked about. But I'm not
sure how far the government is committed to
this programme.” Rifat commented about fe-
male participation in work today.

Talking about why girls do not often go in for
higher education in Bangladesh, she pointed
out that you need a lot of money to go abroad
and the availability of scholarships is limited. If
finances are available, she stressed. they are
allocated to the boys in the family.

She apparently enjoys her life in Dhaka. |
have a career, a y and a nice social life.
This would not have been possible in Europe.
You are appreciated much more in your own

. In Europe my friends would have been
limited. The positive side about Mving in a for-
eign country is that you are able to earn a lot
ard have a good living. But this would not give
me mental satisfaction. It would not have been
enough to be recognised as husband's wife
alone. | needed my own chlety.

This is not to say she dismissed the attrac-
tion of Europe. She admitted to missing the
food, clothes and the vibrant atmosphere. She

that there is very little entertain-
ment in Dhaka while in Europe you can just
walk down an ordinary street or sit on a park
bench and enjoy it

Fare increased on 10 occasions

1,156 killed in 3,391
railway accidents
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Art show in US

hi artsts living in
USA have arranged a week-
long art exhibition beginning
today (Sunday) in aid of the cy-
clone victims, reports UNB.
The art show, to be held at
the Dhaka Club in Los Angeles,
will display 40 art pieces pof
three promising artists — Mu-
raduzzaman Murad, Hossain

olitan

Kabir and Afroza Jamil Konka.
Sale proceeds from the ex-
hibition will be despatched for
the people affected by the
April 29 cyclone and tidal bore
that battered coeastal districts
and offshore islands of
Bangladesh, according to a
message received in Dhaka

Saturday.
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ceremony

Bangla Academy will organise a publication ceremony of
the book entitled 'Quamrul Hassan' written by Dr Borhanud-

din Khan Jahangir today (Sunday) at 5 pm at its auditorium.
The publication of the book appears on the occasion of a solo-

exhibition of the pain

tings by late Quamrul Hassan.

Artist Aminul Islam will preside over the function while

artists Quaiyyu

m Choudhury,

Hashem Khan, Prof Nazrul Is-

lam, Dr Nawajesh Ahmed and Prof Syed Manjurul Islam will

discuss on the book.

Later, the songs of old days will be rendered by Kalim
Sharafi, Dalla Nowshin, Shabnam Mushtari, Papia Sarwar,
Saadi Mohammad and Shankar Chakrabarty.

Tagore poetry recitation

Meghdut Abriti Sangsad will organise a poetry

recitation

programme at the auditorium of the German Cultural Centre
today (Sunday) at 4.30 pm in observance of the Internatiohal

Tagore Poetry Recitation day.

Prof Anisuzzaman of the Dhaka University will attend the
function as chief guest while poets Syed Shamsul Huq and
Asad Choudhury will be the special guests. Prominent persons
will participate in the recitation programme.

Rabindra Adhyan Chakra (study circle) will also hold a

recitation pro me on the

poetry of Tagore at the Vishwa

Sahitya Kendra at 7 pm to mark the day.

Lions Club of Dhaka

Lions Club of Dhaka Golderr will hold its second regu

lar

monthly meeting today (Sunday) at 6 pm at Hotel Sheraton.
Petrobangla Engineers' Assoc

The Eid reunion of Petrobangla

Engineers’ Association will

be held today (Sunday) at 4.30 pm at the auditorfum of Engi-
neers' Institution. All the engineers serving the Petrobangla
have been requested to attend the function.

Ruhul Amin Smriti Sangsad

The third death anniversary of Freedom Fighter Ruhul
Amin Bhuiyan will be observed today (Sunday).
In this connection a milad mahfil will be held after Asr

prayer at his Nakhalpara residence in the city

on the day. It

will also hold a discussion on the life and works of the late
labour leader at 257/2 East Nakhalpara office of the Sangsad

onJuly 12,
After independence. Amin

Awami Leagu

in 1973.

became the Labour Secretary of

¢. He was one of the founders of Jatiya Samaj-
tantrik Dal (JSD) and became the Vice-President of the JSD '|

Amin had been detained in jail from 1973 to 1979 for his

anti-government role.

Institution
The 35th council meeting

of Engineers

of the Institution of E eers,

Bangladesh (IEB) will be held today (Sunday) at its Council

Room at 6 pm.
All council members of

the Institution have been re-

quested to attend the meeting.

CPB

The Central Secretariat

meeting
of the Communist Party of

Bangladesh (CPB) will hold its three-day Central Committee
preparatory meeting from tomorrow (Monday) at its central
office at Purana Palton in the city. }

The four-day Central Committee meeting of the party will
begin on July 4 to discuss the prevailing political situation
and holding of the party's fifth congress.

Photo exhibition

A photo exhibition, under the style 'After the Storm' by
seven photographers depicting the strength and endurance of
the coastal people and the efforts of relief workers to ease
their plight. opens at the Allance Francaise, at 26 Mirpur
road, Dhanmondi, tomorrow (Monday] at 6.30 pm. The exhi-
bition will continue tll July 10 and it will remain open from

3.30 pm to 8 pm for visitors.
The photographers have

donated their prints to raise

funds for the families of relief workers who lost their lives.
- NA.

By Staff Correspondent

Forecast valid for 24 hours till 6 pm on Sunday : Rain or

thundershower is likely

places over
De L

On Saturday the

to
Chittagong, Khulna and Rajshahi divisions a
Dhaka division,

few places over
one or twp -

Meteorological

occur at

reports

t temperature recorded at Khuina

was 34 degrees Celsius while the lowest temperature

recorded at Mymensingh was 23.6 degrees Celsius. The day
temperature till Monday morning may remain nearly

over the country.
Outlook for

nt two day

s : Little change.

Extended outlook for another five days : Rainfall activities

likely to increase.

r-klfﬂlofﬂi mm
Jessore and 1 mm in

Bogra on Saturday experienced the highest
while 13 mm rainfall was recorded in

Temperature and humidity in some cities and towns of the

country on Saturday were ;

Cities /Towns Temperature in Celstus Humidity in percentage
Maximum Minimum 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 32.1 27 8l T
Chittagong 33.2 256.8 88 74
Rajshahi 33.4 B
Jessore 31.8 26.5 23 ]|
Bogra 3.6 26.5 87 A9
Rangpur 32.8 - 86 76
Harisal 32 25 86 8%
Comilla 31 28 3] 90
ﬁ 325 24.2 L4 83
31.5 23.6 72 88

Manzur-e-Moula addressing a discussion meeting ur'gan
‘auditorium on Michael Madhusudan Datt on Saturda
Prof Md Harun-ur-Rashid and Prof Kabir Chowdhury are seen.
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Minister for Education and
Cultural Affairs Prof AQM
Badruddoza Chowdhury Satur-
day said that BNP government
was committed to introduce
universal education for achiev-
ing cherished goal of country's
development, reports BSS.

"Education must be made
life-oriented so that it caters
to the needs of the common
people,” the Minister said
while addressing as the chief
guest at the inaugural cere-
mony of an orientation course
on "expansion of mass educa-
tion programme” in Dhaka on
Saturday afternoon.

Prof B Chowdhury said
about eight crore people of the
country were {lliterate and
they were deprived of the light
of education. He said the popu-
lation of the country was in-
creasing at a higher rate than
the literacy aggravating the si-
tuation.

Jointly organised by Maks
Education Programme of the
Minister of Education and
UNDP, the inaugural function
was presided over by Educa-
tion Secretary ANM Yusuf and

15,000 flats for
govt employees
soon

The government plans to
build 15,000 flats in the capi-
tal t&6 meet accommodation

roblem of the government
employees, reports UNB.

State Minister for Land
Zamir Uddin Sircar told the
House Saturday replying to
Abdul Matin Khasru of Awami
League.

The flats will be con-
structed at Banani. Darussalam
and other places in the city,
Sircar said.

8 cr deprived of education

addressed by State Minister
for Education Principal Md
Yunus Khan as special guest.
The Education and Cultural
Affairs Minister said BNP gov-
ernment had launched Mass
Education me under
the leadership of Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman in
1980 and a total of 40 lakh

people were given functional
education within one and a half

year.
He said the past autocratic
government, which had
stopped the mass education
and destroyed 60 lakh books of
the programme, must be held
responsible to the people.

He said the growth rate of
population must be checked to
increase the rate of I !
He also called upon’ the field
level officials to put in their
best efforts towards spreading
education among the com-
monman.
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Mahbubur Rahman,
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of Comm

e.rca and Industry (DCCI) is

seen welcoming the members of the trade delegation from China External Trade
Development Council (CETRA) Taipei, Taiwan, in a meeting held at DCCI on Saturday.
Chang, Chia-Jung, leader of the delegation is seen seated at his right.

'Khorshed President,
Muyeed Secy of
BCSA (Admn)

Chief Financé Secretary
Khorshed Alam and Director
General, President's Secr-
ctariat Abdul Muyeed Cho-
wdhury have been eclected Pre-
sident and Secretary General
respectively of Bangladesh Civil

Service (Administration) Asso-
ciation (BCSA), reports BSS.

A BCSA press release on
Saturday said the election of
the 45-member executive
committee of the assoclation
was held at its Annual General
Meeting Friday at the BCS
Training Academy in Dhaka
with Khorshed Alam in the
chair,

The other office bearers of
the committee are: Vice-

Presidents: M Mokamme! Hagq,
Abul Hasnat, Mofazzel Karim
and M A Barl

Treasurer: Hefazuddin
Ahmed, Deputy Treasurers —
Khandkar Shahidul Islam and
Hemayetuddin Talukder. '

Joint Secretary Generals: A
F G Mohiuddin, Deputy Com-
missioner., Dhaka (ex-oflicio),
Mir Shahabuddin Mahmud,

- The visiting 12-member
China External Trade
Development Council (CETRA)
delegation from Taiwan in a
meeting with Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industries
(DCCI) on Saturday at the
chamber office said the
investment environment in

esh is "very good."

Chia-Jung Chang, leader of
the delegation which arrived
on June 26, said the
Talwanese entreprenelrs are
interested in joint ventures
and turn-key projects in

The Taiwanese team
indicated that they are
interested to import jute and
jute goods, housechold items,

textile items, fish meal and
other items from Bangladesh.
The leader of the dekgthn
said Taiwan would N to
supply auto parts, electronic
parts and other high tech
items to Bangladesh.

Chang hoped that the

Kazi Reazul Haq and Mustafizur | business between the two

Rahuman.

Assistant Secretary Gen-
erals: Dewan Afsar Uddin, Syed'
Shaha Alam, Basirul Haq, Jalar
Ahmed Chowdhury, Meah
Mustaque Ahmed, Jannat Ara
Rashid and Syed Harun-Ar
Rashid.

The cOmmittee
cludes 25 members.

Obituary

Hazera Chowdhury,
wife of late Nasimuddin
Chowdhury of Dhontala, Setab-
ganj, died on Thursday mom-
ing. She was 81. She left be-
hind two sons, three -
ters., grandsons and grand-
daughters and scores of rela-
ttves and well-wishers to
mHourn her death, says a press

re.case. il
Qul-khawni of late Hazera
Chowdhury will be held today
(Sunday) after Asr prayers at
her daughter's house nt
to Lake Clinic at No
5. Road No 79, CGulshan. All
relatives  and well-wishers are
to kindly attend the

also in-

Taiwan eager to set
up joint ventures

Star Economic Report

countries would be promoted
and expanded in the near

future. -

Mahbubur: Rahman,
President of DCCI depicted the
difficulties that exist in

promotion of trade between
the two countries.

Rahman sajld Taiwan has a
reserve of ten billion US Dellar
for foreign investment. He

sdggested part of the

field of trade and . The
mmm
on Sunday.
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4 YEARS OF DELTA LIFE

Premium Income in Crore Taka

FOR GRAMEEN BIMA,
AN HUMBLE START

WITH A LOFTY PROMISE

1987 - 1988

£\

357

1989 1990

Delta Life Insurance Co. Ltd.
11. Dilkusha C. A, Dhaka-1000 ,
PABX: 245033-5.246111-2.




