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Reformers to form political
party in Soviet Union

MOSCOW, June 28
Reformers hope to soon form a
broad-based, Western- po-
litical party to rival the
Communist Party, Moscow
Mayor Gavriil Popov said
Friday. report agencies.

Popov spoke to reporters
after opening the key session
of the Russian Republican
Party, one of the groups men-
tioned as the possible core of
the new party.

Several other high-profile
Soviet leaders have o ex-
pressed interest in forming a
new party, including commu-
nists Eduard Shevardnadze,
the former Soviet foreign min-
ister, and Alexander Yakovlev,
former politburo member.

However, Popov said the
new organisation would not
take the Soviet Communist
Party for its role model.

“The basic function of the
Soviet Communist Party has
been to unceasingly control
the action of the administra-
tion," Popov said. "We don't
need that type of party. We
need a party that will hold
elections and win elections.”

However, earlier this week
Yakovlev denied he was leaving
the Communist Party, accord-
ing to the independent news
agency Interfax.

"l think not only Yakovlev,
but every honest person should
leave the Communist Party.”
Popov told reporters Friday.

i and others suc-
ceed, the split could further
threaten the Communist
Party's hold on national power.

On Thursday, the ruling
published a
proposed draft platform in the
newspaper Moskovskaya
Pravda, acknowledging past
mistakes of perestroika and
embracing some proposals of
reform-minded Communists.
The move was widely seen
as an attempt to head off chal-

lenges from possible rival par-
tes.

The most prominent defec-
tor is Boris N Yeltsin,
Gorbachev's main rival and
president of Russia who quit
the party last July. Millions of

people have marched in

demonstrations that blame the
communists for ruining the

country during seven decades
in power.

Shantibahini
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a group of Shantibahini at-
tacked the security forces

e Lﬁtﬂ-hhll.';oiuf-
fered

The

dee
casualty
deep forest with their casual-
ties, the sources said but could
not the number.
Shantibahini men also
made another attack at
Bhusanchara of Borkal

However, Popov said it
would be "illogical” {f Yeltsin
were to join a new political
E:.rly. since he won the presi-

ncy as an dent can-

. indepen

It s unclear which side
Gorbachev, the Communist
Party General Secretary, would
support. Hard-liners tried to
oust him as Party chiefl in
April, and he has leaned to-
ward reformers in recent
weeks.

Ukraine puts off
signing treaty

Ukraine, the Soviet Union's
second-largest republic, on
Thursday decided to put off
until September a decision on
whether to sign a planned new
natfonal union treaty, a move
scen as a severe blow to the

policies of President
Gorbachev.
Privatisation

The Soviet parliament today
passed a law on privatising
state enterprises, but without
the key clauses spelling out
just how they were to be taken
out of state control.

The law provides for the
sciting up of a privatisation
ministry and lays down the
principle that "all enterprises
in the country may be priva-
tised.”

It nevertheless excludes
certain strategic sectors and
calls for the setting up of a
ull:.ven:ial body to draw up a list
ol enterprises to be privatised.

The Supreme Soviet
adopted the overall framework
of the law by 261 votes to 56
with 27 abstentions.

400 families
homeless by
Jamuna erosion

SERAJGANJ, June 28 :
Some 400 families in four vil-
lages of Belkuchi and Sadar
upazilas of the district were
rendered homeless till today
due to continuing erosion of
the river Jamuna, reports
UNB.

Water level in the Jamuna
receded by 11 centimetres
yesterday, according to Water
Development Board sources

here this evening.
Sadar Upazila Chairman

Advocate Abdul Latif said that

about 200 families of

Ghonapara, Hurr.tr;m and
in u

lost their homestead because
of erosion.

. Some 200 families of
Chhidramatia of Belkucht
upazila were rendered home-
less following the erosion of
Jamuna, Upazila Chairman
Abdul Latf Biswas said.

SSC exams
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Controllers of Examination of
both Comilla and Jessore
Boards said necessary ar-
rangements have been made in
the cyclone battered areas for
smooth holding of examina-
tions. The educational institu-
vons which were damaged by
the cyclone and tidal surge
have been re . they said.
A total of 1,30,240 candi-
dates will appear from 131
centres of Comilla Board with
one overseas centre in Saudi
Arabia. Another 98,513 candi-
dates will appear from 104
centres of Jessore Board.

JS session
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the private member's day of
the week to move its bill, pi-
loted by Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad.

According to Parliament
Secretariat sources, discussion
on the budget will continue till
July 8 and on July 9, the BNP
Parliamentary Party will sit
again to decide about the
Constitution amendment bill.

If the Constitution amend-
ment bill i.l'“rlllld by
Parllament, it have to be
sent to the Acting President

for authentication. The
President will have to refer the
bill to the Election

Commission for holding a ref-
erendum on it within seven
days of the passage of the bill.
The Constitution amend-
ment bill. as proposed by the
BNP, provides for election of
the President by the
Parliament members with the
Speaker of Parllament presid-
ing over the eclection. Hence
Parliament will have to be

summoned to elect the
President the referen-
dum.

Mcanwhile, the Awami
League has also proposed that
the President be elected by
members of Parlament but the
election should be cenducted
Lﬁ-mm,

case there would

in
no
for ng
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of Brunei, called on Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at 'Sugandha' on Friday.

— PID photo

JKLF holding missing Israeli

Kashmiri militants kill govt

SRINAGAR, June 28
Kashmiri militants today killed
a government engineer and
kidnapped an executive from
the state-owned Indian Oil
Corp (IOC), oflicial sources
said here, reports AFP.

The sources said the bullet-
scarred body of the Muslim
engineer, Noor Mohammad
Shah, was found in the Bach-
pora area of Srinagar city this
morning, but that his assailants
had not been identified.

Five armed men stormed
into a room in the city's
Pumpor district where K. Do-
raiswamy a Bombay-based 10C
exccutive was holding discus-
sions with other company
employees Friday, demanded
the most senior company offi-
cial present and abducted him
at gunpoint, IOC sources said.

The militants sped off with
the official in a car, they
added.

Militants last year kid-
napped and killed a Hindustan
Machine Tool executive and
his assistant and a prominent
academic and killed them
when authorities rejected mili-
tants demands for exchanging
them for imprisoned colleague.

The new kidnapping took
place a day after foreign
tourists fled Kashmir valley fol-
lowing a shootout between Is-
raeli tourists and militant
kidnappers which left one Is-
raci and two militants dead
and three Israelis wounded.

AP adds: The main Kashmiri
scparatist group said Friday it
had rescued an Israeli tourist
who escaped from another
militant group and would
decide what to do with him.

The tourist., Yair Yitzhaki,
was one of six Isracli men who
were kidnapped Wednesday
night and told they would be
executed because they were

Jewish. One of the Israelis was
killed and four others escaped
Thursday after overpowering
their abductors.

Yitzhaki's. whereabouts re-
mained a mystery until Friday
when the Jammu-Kashmir Lib-
eration Front sent statements
to local reporters claiming it
had taken custody of the
missing Israeli.

The briefl statement gave no
conditions for his release.

However, the Srinagar cor-
respondent of the British
Broadcasting Corporation said
the JKLF telephoned him Fri-
day and said it was forming a
committee to decide what will
be done with this Israeli.

The reporter, Yusuf Jameel,
asked to speak to Yitzhaki. He
said the Liberation Front tele-
phoned him a second time and
let him talk to an English-
speaking foreigner who identi-
fied himself as Yitzhaki.

"l am with the JKLF people
and they are looking after me",
the reporter quoted Yitzhaki as
saying |

Jamee| said Yitzhaki told
him that after he escaped from
the kidnappers, he hid in tall
grass for about six hours but
got thirsty. Yitzhaki said he
went to a house in search of
water, but someone hit him on
the head and several people
beat him before the JKLF in-
tervened.

The Guardians of the Is-
lamic Revolution, one of the
smallest and most fundamen-
talist of a score of Kashmiri
militant organizations, claimed
responsibility for the kidnap-
ping of the [sraelis but did not
mention Yitzhaki's [ate.

The Jammu-Kashmir Liber-
ation Front is the oldest and
biggest of the Muslim militant
groups fighting for indepen-
dence from predominantly

official, abduct another

Hindu India. It i{s considered
one of the most moderate.

After the Israelis were kid-
napped, the government
ordered all foreign tourists to
leave the valley. About 60 for-
eigners, mostly Israclis, left
Srinagar Thursday in buses
escorted by armed police.
About 30 others flew to New
Delhi on commercial flights
Thursday and Friday.

More than 2,500 people,
mostly Muslim militants and
their supporters, have been
killed in Kashmir since the
government cracked down on
the excalating separatist
movement in January 1990.

Foreigners generally have
been immune from the vio-
lence, Erez Kahane, the Israeli
who was shot to death when
he and his friends tried to
overpower their abductors, is
the only foreigner known to
have been killed.

However, in late March, the
Muslim Janbaz (Martyrs) Force
kidnapped three Swedish
engineers working on a hy-
droelectric project near Srina-
gar. They are still being held.

Jammu-Kashmir is the only
Indian state with a Muslim ma-
jority. About two-thirds of
Jammu-Kashmir's 6 million
people are Muslim. Nation-
wide, Muslims make up 12 per
cent of India’'s 844 million
people and Hindus account for
B2 per cent. '

India has set aside restric-
tions on Israeli personnel by
allowing a consular official to
visit Kashmir in connection
with an attack on Israeli
tourists, a government
spokesman said today.

New Delhi has no diplo-
matic relations with Tel Avtv,
whose official presence is lim-
ited to a consulate in Bombay.

Over 600 Jessore
AL, JSD workers
join BNP
By Staff Correspondent

More than six hundred

leaders and workers of differ-
‘ent political parties in Jessore

have joined the Bangladesh
Natiorialist Party.

A le function was ar-
ranged re Wednesday to
mark their joining where BNP
Joint Secre
Minister for Social Welfare and
Women Affairs Tariqul Islam
was also present, Islam
told The Daily Star that those
who joined included are:
Monirumpur upazila Awami
Jubo League President G M
Majid, Awami League Leaders
Asghar and Ismail and two
union parishad chairmen.
Besides 400 workers of Awami
League also joined the BNP
along with them.

In another function on
Thursday last a renowned in-
dustrialist and chairman of
Diaara union parishad of
Jessore, Anwar Hossain who
belonged to JSD (INU) joined
the BNP along with 200 work-
ers of JSD. Islam was

also t in this mee :
President of JSD of Chandgnon
union under Jessore district
also joined BNP.

2 killed in
bomb blast

SEVILLE, June 28 : A mail
bomb exploded in a local
prison Friday, killing two peo-
ple and injuring 24, officials
said. Prison spokesman Emilio
Alonso said the explosion at
Seville-1 prison occurred
around 11:30 a.m. (1030 GMT)
when the package was being
passed through a scanner.

Tokyo rocked

TOKYO, June 28 : An

with a preliminary

reading of 4.5 on the Richter

scale shook the metropolitan

Tokyo area Friday. There were

no reports of damage or in-
juries, reports AP.

GM Syed
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in Jumma Bazaar where secu-
rity is usually tight. It follows a
new wave of murders, rob-
beries and bank hold-ups in
the capital.

Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif earlier ordered the
transfer of Islamabad's Police
chief for his alleged failure to
check crimes in the capital.
The order came after this
week's murder of the wife of
an intelligence d nt of-
ficial by unidentified assailants.

Meanwhile in the Punjab
capital Lahore, residents con-
tinued protests against
Wednesday's slaughtering of 13
members of a businessman's
family. Shops and commercial
centres in Pakistan's second
biggest city were closed and
thousands of slogan-chanting
people attended the mass fu-
neral Thursday.

Sharif sent federal intelli-
gence teams to Lahore to trace
the culprits.

Related story on Page 5

and State

Slovenia frontiers bombed
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columns of civilian cars at
frontier crossings and wit-
nesses said seven people were
killed when jets |lrll£d civil-
lan trucks near Trebie south of
the city.

European Community lead-
ers accused by Slovenia of en-
couraging the Belgrade federal
government by their inaction,
sent three foreign ministers to
Yugoslavia for talks to end the
conflict.

Some ministers said the
Community had agreed in
principle to sus bilateral
and EC aid to Yugoslavia. but
officials said the freeze might
not be introduced if the mis-
sion by the ministers of
Luxembourg, Italy and the

Netherlands succeeded.
“It's ble that to-

day in Europe people are being
shot or that the right
of self-determination should

no longer play a role,” German
Chancellor Helmut Kohl told

reporters attending a two-day
EC summit in Luxembour,
in Prague Czechoslovak
Foreign Minister Jiri
said offictals of the
Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE)
were likely to hold a first crisis
managemen!t session next
week to discuss the conflict.

in Ljubljana police said two
jets unded Brnik airport
ou the city this morning
with bursts of cannon or ma
chine-gun fire.

A hanger. two small atreraf!
of Slovenia’'s Air Adria carrier
and two other buildings werc
destroyed. The runway and
contro| tower were not hit and
there were no reports of casu
alties.

“It was a sudden shock |
blinked and everything was
destroyed in a moment.” a po
eeman at the airport told

Slovenian Information
Minister Jelko Kacin said war-

bombed the al
m.-wmmm
130 km (B0 miles] to the
northeast, and strafed the last

major border crossing with
Austria still in Slovenian
hands, at Sentilj.

Radio Maribor said several

people had been killed in the .

Sentil) attack. This could not
be confirmed.

Slovenian Interfor Minister
Igor Bavecar said army planes
had launched bombing attack
on columns of civillan cars at
border crossings.

Witnesses of the Trebnje at-
tack said air force opened
fire on trucks hnlturu a road-
lock after swooping over
the convoy.

The air attacks marked an
escalation in federal military
pressure on Slovenia, most
westernised of Yugoslavia's re-
publics and home to two mil-
lion people.

The army launched fts of-
fenstive after the Belgrade gov-
ernment outlawed indepen-
dence declarations made by
Slovenia and neighbouring
Croatia on Tueaday

The fighting intensified de-
spitc a new call ove t for

peace by the federal rn-
ment which is fact col-
lapse of the Balkan tion
of six republics and two

provinces after 72 troubled
years.

Western officials fear the
conflict could degenerate into
ethnic warring old
rivairies between the well-to-
do Slovenes and Croats on the
one hand and the country's
majority Serbs.

Serbs account for more

than t million out of the
23 n population and
dominate the army and gov-
ernment structure.
Alert in Croatia

Croatia put its police force
on a state of alert and mo-

bilised its reservists .
Croatian Televiaion

quoting an offictal commu-
the P ntial Couneil,
which 18 headed by President
Franjo Tudjman, castigated
federal Prime Minister Ante

Markovic for his role in the
Yugoslav army's intervention
this week in the breakaway re-
publics of Croatia and Slovenia.

President Tudjman, fearing
an attack from Yugoslavia's
army, pledged on Thursday
that his republic would defend
its bid for independence.

“The authorities of Croatia
will respond with dignity and
in a civilised manner to any
political or military attack on
Croatia,” Tudjman said in a
statement to media tycoon
Robert Maxwell, owner of
Britain’'s Mirror Group of
newspapers.

*We will try to solve every
problem in a democratic way
of defending our freedom us-
ing every civilised instru-
ment,” Tudjman said.

Britain's [Independent
Television News (ITN) said
Croatia’'s leaders were meeting
in emergency session o con-
sider a request for help from

Slovenia.
Yugoslav army tanks
pounded the Croatian

city of Ostjek, sparking panic
residents, but reporters

said the convoy was he
for the Slovenian border,
said.

Tudjman appealed to the
international community to
support his republic’s inde-
pendence.

No country has recognised
the two republics’ declarations
of independence. The United
States and Britain have
them to remain within the 72-

country's civil strife as
Slovenian defense forces

clashed with federal troops in

Ljubljana.
Said State Department
spokeswoman  Margaret

Tutwiler, *Yugoslavia is a pow-
der keg.”

“We can support greater
autonomy and sove ty for
the republics,” Miss Tutwiler
said. “In other words, a new
basis for unity in Y

but only through peaceful
means such as negotiation and

dialogue.”

Miss Tutwiler did not blame

the federal army for respond-
ing to the strife, but con-
demned Kucan's call to his
people to resist with “all
means available® and his sever-
ing of talks with the central
Yugoslav government. "Kucan
broke off talks with the fed-
eral authorities, something
which we strongly urge him to
reconsider,” she said.

A high-level US official, who
asked not to be named, said
the United States did not feel
the federal Yugoslav army was
acting irresponsibly. But the
official said the United States
could not back the army pub-
licly because of fear they
would interpret U S support
as unconditional.

Earlier Thursday. Fitzwater
said the United States may
work with Western allies to
promote a peaceful end to the
crisis.

He said the United States
was considering joint action

year-old Y federation. with the Conference on
Croatia . offered to help Security and Cooperation in
create a federation of Euro — inc Europe
sovereign  states’ In  g.'(]'§ and Canada — and the
Y\Iﬁ:lllh.'h*-'lﬂ- European Community to pro-
said that when Beigrade . negotiation.
hu-n-dm:—wthﬂ 8 government had no intention
American colontes did in 1777 of taking unilateral action in
with their declaration of inde- . v crisis, underscor-
pendence. ing t role the
US for dialogue European could play in
Earlier the United States the matter
called on Yugoslavia to avoid More on 3 and
using viclence to resolve the an

DHAKA SATURDAY JUNE 29, 1991

EE—,— e

The Midnight File|

BJP move condemmned

Bangladesh Hindu, Boudha

Friday
Bharatiya Janata Party
of the historic Babri Mas
afraid that such a step

. Christian Oikya Parishad
unequivocally condemned the renewed promise ni::‘

(BJP) to build Ram Mandir on the site
jid at Ayodhya in India. *We are
will increasingly

flare up

communalism and fundamentalist activities o th il
secular India,” the Parishad said in a ntat:mel:'lt i:m::d ![:

Dhaka, reports BSS.

Four Picasso paintings found

PRAGUE, June 28: Four Picasso paintings stolen
in early May from the
Gallery and valued at 30 million dollars

nationals

Czech and German police,
four paintings were shown

by Czech
Czechoslovak National

were recovered by

officials said Friday. Three of the
at a news conference Friday in

Prague. The fourth was reportedly intercepted in the German

town of Bayreuth, reports AP.

Bush praises Pretorias’ NPT decision

WASHINGTON, June 28: President George

praised “the statesmanship

Bush on Friday

and vision®™ of South African

President FW de Klerk for his government's decision
Thursday to sign the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. Bush

called on other natfons in the region to sign

the treaty. Israel,

China, India and Pakistan are the major holdouts. reports AP.

Iraqis fire blank shots
to ward off UN inspectors

UNITED NATIONS, June
28: Iraqi soldiers fired shots
into the air while again deny-
ing UN inspectors’ access
Friday to the uranium enrich-
ment device that had been
hidden in an army barracks,
UN and US offictals said
Friday, reports AP.

The inspection team had
been barred from entering the
Abu Gharaib barracks near
Baghdad from Sunday, when it
arrived for a surprise inspec-
tion, until Wednesday, when
the machinery had been re-
moved.

The United States accuses
Iraq of trying to hide nuclear
weapons production.

Iraqi officials denied entry
to the tcam at a military trans-
portation site east of Fallujah,
where the uranfum enrich-
ment equipment had been
moved, US and UN officials
said, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

“They found the stuff, and
the Iragis did it again,” said
onc US diplomat.

UN officials said Iraqi
troops fired into the air to
punctuate their refusal to let
the inspectors in.

Members of the UN Special
Commission on verifying Iraq's
cooperation with the disman-
Lling of its" offensive weapons
were meeting and unavailable
for immediate comment.

The executive director of
the Special Commission, Rolf
Ekeus, was expected to make a
strong public statement later
Friday, UN officials said.

The United States has been
tracking the movements of the
equipment through overhead
reconnalssance pholography
and providing the imagery to
the Special Commission to
guide its work.

The Los Angeles Times, cit-
ing *unnamed administration
aides, reported in Friday's edi-
lions that the US Delfense
Department has been ordered

to prepare plans for military
strikes on possible nuclear

caches throughout Iraq.

The Defense Department
would not confirm the report.
The acting US ambassador,
Alexander Watson, said
Wednesday that the Iragis

were apparently moving
around the parts of a crude
device for enriching uranium
to weapons-grade material by
the clectro-magnetic isotope
scparation process.

In Baghdad, Iraqi authori-
ties lashed out at the UN nu-

clear inspectors, saying they
were not being objective and

that most of them were
Americans.
Deputy Foreign Minister

Nizar Hamdoun however told a

news conference that [rag
"will conlinue to cooperate

fully with all the missions sent.

by the United Nations."

According 1o Hamdoun, 90
per cent ol the special com-
mission's members were from
countries which took part in
the US-led coalition that drove
Iraqi troops from Kuwait in
February, ending a seven-
month oeccupation of the
Emirate.

Khashoggi charged
with violating
French customs

laws

GRASSE, France, June 28:
Saudi Arabian entrepreneur
Adnan Khashoggl has been
charged with violating French
customs laws in conneetion
with invaluable paintings he
purchased from the late
Philippines President Ferdi-
nand Marcos, court sources
said, reports Reuter.

The sources told reporters
today that Khashoggl was pre-
sent with his lawyers when
judge Jean-Paul Renard read
out the charges on Thursday in
the courthouse of this Riviera
resort town.

Khashoggi was allowed to
remain free pending trial at a
future unspecified date, the
sources said. The charge did
not spell out how customs laws
were alleged to have been vio-
lated.

The sources said the
charges were connected with a
collection of 38 paintings by
Cezanne, El Greco, Gauguin,
Magritte, Renoir and Picasso
which Khashoggi purchased
from Marcos
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betraying promises he made

calling for legislative and pres-
idential elections before the
end of the year.

"Until now the FIS has
never proclaimed a Jthad, nor
authorized the wuse of
weapons,” he said. He did not
specify what action he would
order FIS followers to take.

During the night, street
barricades were set alight in
some fundamentalist neigh-
borhoods, and ts could
be heard. Some residents who
stayed indoors in compliance
with an overnight curfew
chanted pro-fundamentalist
slogans and banged pots.

Prime Minister Sid Ahmed
Ghozali said Thursday night he
was determined to keep

BSF
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der, Gangni Upaszila Nirbahi
Officer said.

Later, a flag meeting of BSF
and BDR at the camp com-
manders level was held at
Kathulti border Inside
Bangladesh territory.

According to BDR sources,
the BSF in the meeting admit-
ted the but denied any
knowledge of the death saying
that the victim was hospi-
talised with injuries.

The BSF to handover
the victim to the Bangladesh
authorities at another flag
mee scheduled tomorrow.

r on the Exd day
(Monday), the BSF opened fire
on villagers at village
in Sadar Upazila of Meherpur

distriet, killing

Algeria on the path toward its
first democratic elections for
Parliament and the presidency.
He praised the military,
"which has done its duty and
will continue to do it firmly
and resolutely.”

Ghozali expressed hope that
the emergency could be lifted
soon. He said no one should be
excluded from the political
process, but issued a warning
to fundamentalist leaders.

"The ple won't under-
stand if state is o slow in
acting against those who
openly reject the law by calling
for violence, u to
desert and wo in a cam-
paign to undermine the coun-
try's institutions.” he said.

Ghozali called on all opposi-
tion parties to take a clear po-
sition on national unity. indi-
vidual liberties and democracy.
He voiced concern that unrest
could scare away foreign in-
vestment needed to

ria reduce its 25-billion-
foreign debt.

The latest confrontations,
around Algiers and in eastern
coastal towns, started after of-
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