DHAKA SATURDAY JUNE 29, 1991

GAIBANDHA
Low-lying areas
submerged

From Our Correspondent

June 28 : Continuous heavy
downpour and onrush of water
from upper catchment of the
river Teesta submerged low-
lying arcas of Sunderganj and
portion of Gaibandha Jldl.l'
u{:lzﬂn. Standing crops in-
cluding jute, Aus in the ly-
ing areas went under water.

The river Chagot fed by
flood water is in spate. With
the swelling of water in the
Ghagot basin erosion started
its tation at different lo-
cations of bridge road under
Gaibandha Pourashava and
Kholahati union.

Precautionary measures
taken by tHe local Water
Development Board proved to
be equate to halt the con-
tinuous erosion.

KISHOREGANJ
Tree plantation

- programme
opens

From QOur Correspondent

June 28 : The tree planta-
tion pro was inaugu-
rated recently by Kazi Nasirul
Islam, Deputy Commissioner,
Kisho j on the Achimita-
Gopinathpur connecting road
under Katiadi u of the
district as chiel guest.
Haradhan Banik, Forest
Preservation Officer of

Mymensingh was also present

as m:h.l guest.
function was presided

over by Md. Serajuddin,
Chairman, Achimita Union
Parishad and addressed, by
Mujibur Rahman, UNO,
Katiadi, Md. Abdul Hal,
Principal Joynal Abedin,
Safiuddin, “Azmed. Mrinal
Datta, Abul Khair Siddique,
Dulal and Md. Kurban AH.

The elite and government
officials were present on the
occasion.

The Deputy Commissioner
called upon the ple to t
trees in the follow land for
maintaining ecological balance
in the country. Two lakhs
ings will be planted in the
district during this season.

CHANDPUR
Valuables worth
Tk 80,000
stolen

June 28 : Valuables and
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Arms recovered

June 28 : Firldﬂr police
recently recovered arms
and five rounds of ammunition
from Madhukhali rail crossing
area near Dhaka-Khulna
Highway, 16 miles from
Faridpur, reports BSS.

According to police
sources, when a highway po-
lice patrol team was patrolling
in the area they chl.lltggedﬂ:
man moving suspiciously wi
a bag in his hand. Being chal-
len the man fled leaving
the on railway track.

Police found one country-
made revolver with five rounds
of ammunition and two pipe
guns in the bag.

A dacoit was allegedly killed
in an encounter with police
and another was arrested with-
two arms from that area last
month.

SATKHIRA
UZ Chairman
sued

From Qur Correspondent

June 28 : All the Union
Parishad chairmen of Debhata
upazila have lodged te
cases against the Upazila
Chairman in the court of
Upazila strate recently.

It is alleged that Abdur
Rahman the Chairman of the
upazila was using the office as a
party office since April 7.

In protest the Chairman of
the five Unfon Parishads met
and decided unanimously to
keep the activities of the

uFe.uh suspended till the end
of the {llegal doings of the
Upazila Chairman.

Later on April 23 all UP
chairmen apprised the

Minister for Local
GCovernment, Rural

Development and e¢o-opera-
tives of the incident.

MAGURA
Directive to
complete water
development
project in time

June 28 : Minister for agri-

culture, Irrigation, Water
Development and Flood
Control Majedul Huq yesterday

visited the ongoing Magura
water development infrastruc-
ture which is of the scven

crore Taka ter Ganges
Kobadek project and reviewed
its progress, BSS.

The work ‘of this part of the

was taken up in 1962.

The work is expected to be
completed by December this
The main objective of this
part of the project is to store
rainy season water for lean
period to irrigate about 10,000
acres of cultural land in
Magura. n completed it
would be able to store 16,000
cubic feet of water for frriga-

i

culture.
Wednesday
visited
mmm-au..::. project
at directed
the officials to re-
move bottlenecks in the pro-

edibles up

PATUAKHALI, June 28

The prices of edibles including
ofl have increased abnormally
in dtfferent markets of

Patuakhalli and Ba dis-

\

Cyclone and

and Cox's Bazar are

RS, _
Jute — the ‘golden fibre of the country is gradually losing worid m
towards jute farming for not being able to fetch fair price. Photo shows women extracting fibre from the stalk at a village in Mymensingh.
— Star photo by Shafiuddin
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CHITTAGONG. June 28:
tidal surge-
stricken people of Chittagong
ually
recovering from the shock and
loss they suffered during the
devastating calamity on April
29 last.

A BSS special correspon-
dent who came across a large
number of seriously-affected
people of Chakaria,
Moheshkhali and Kutubdia
u during the last Eid-ul-
Azha holidays said with confi-
dence that the natural calamity
could not destroy their
courage, they are looking for-
ward to start their lives anew
though they lost everything.

They said that the spirit of
sacrifice demonstrated during
the Eid-ul-Azha is a lesson for
all of them to forget the shock
and the devastations wrought
by the natural calamity and
make all-out efforts to build
their future once again.

With government, non-gov-
crnment organisations and

Calamity fails to dampen their spixzit

private relief bodies coming in
aid of the affected people and
the massive help and assis-
tance extended by friendly
countries, the morale of the
people has got a boost.

Muhammad Nurul Hussein
of Magnama who, is yet to re-
build his devastated house
said. "cyclone had snatched
away everything from us but
not our mental courage. We
will build our future” he said
adding "l received adequate
quantities of relief materials
including rice, cloths and dry
food and some CI sheets. | am
trying to procure some woods
to build my house”.

Nasir Uddin of Ujantia of
Chakaria Upazila who lost one
son and one daughter said with
tears in his eyes. "I could not
sacrifice any animal this time
though | used to sacrifice a
cow on the holy occasion of
Eid-ul-Azha. Allah will forgive
me this time. | am planning to
build my house.”

Muhammad

All of

Gorokghata of Moheshkhali
said he had no repentance for
losing his house and other
properties. He said, "it was an
act of God and we shall build
cverything with help and sup-
port of government”.

He said that the most ur-
gent need of his locality is re-
construction of the embank-
ment that was washed away by
tidal surge. He said, "without
embankment we cannot till
our land and cannot under
take shrimp culture.” He was
happy that he got adequate
quantities of reliel materials
from the government. He said
there is no shortage of food
But we need embankment,
seeds and bullocks to enable us
to resume our farming.”

According to Muhammad
Ali. most of the affluent fami-
lies which used to sacrificc
animals on the occasion of Eid-
ul-Azha in the past. could not
do so this time as they are yct
to settle down many of the afl-
fected families have taken

' They look forward to start life anew

shelter in the hilly areas of
Dulahazara, Eadgaon and
Ramu, he said.

Kabir Ahmad of Uloban of
Dulahazara who has now taken
shelter on hill top near
Dulahazara has started rebuild-
ing his house at Uloban with
hope to return to his house
soon. He said he needed bul-
locks, seeds and [ertilizers to
resume his farming. He has
approached the nearest Krishi
Bank branch for agricultural
loaun:

Common demand

The common demand of
almost all the affected people
of Chakaria, Moheshkhadi and
Kutubdia is the reconstruction
of embankments which pro-
tect their farm lands, shrimp
projects and salt beds from the
onslaughts of tidal bores.

Eighty per cent of the al
fected families need agricul-
tural loan., seeds, fertilizers
and bullocks for their quick
rehabilitation. Ex-Chairman of

KISHOREGANJ June 28:
The train passengers
Bhairab-Mymensingh,
Mymensingh-Mohanganj and

Mymensingh-Jariaganjail sec-

tion are facing immense diffi-
culties owing to irregular train
services and negligence of the
stafl. Most of the trains

run two to five hours late.

According to passe
the number trains in
sections 1is very few . The
number of compartments in
each train is meagre to cope
with the rush of :

Sometimes trains lack first
and second class compart-
ments crﬂtlrgtgrut inconve-
niences for

The number of passe
travelling without tickets
incréased in recent days in
these lines causing difficulties
to the genuine passengers.
Moreover, innumerable beg-
&‘ and toll collectors have

creating problems to the
passengers.

On other hand, com-
partments are not kept clean
and sometimes water is. not
available in the latrines. The
door of many latrines in the in-
ter-city, local and express
trains are found broken. The
tollets have no electricity and

the fans are not sufficient in
the ts. Some un-

compartmen
scrupulous raflway stafl mem-

bers are involved in stealing of

of

upper class

rs

lights, fans and other valuables,
it is

Gratifications are collecled
from the smugglers instead of
sending them to the railway
police station. It is also alleged.
All the third class compart-
ments both in local and ex-
press trains have been made
second class compartments
but the amenities are not en-
hanced. Waiting rooms in most
of the stations have no sitting
arrangements for upper class
passengers. The waliting
rooms in almost all the sta-
ttons of this section are in a
pitiable state and remain
dirty. Most of the time these
are found under lock and key.

No time table

The trains running on these

routes donot maintain any
timetable and usually arrive
and depend late often by two
to five ﬁurl. As a result, the

passengers particularly those
who have to attend schools,
colleges and offices are bewil-
dered with after helplessness.
It is alleged that the authori-
ties have failed to take appro-
priate measure so far despite
repeated representations by
the members of the public.

it is further alleged that
some corrupt railway employ-
eces are allowing passengers (o
travel without ticket after tak-
ing illegal gratification from
thern and thus depriving the

Woes of train passen ge1:s

, From Our Correspondent

governmenis revenue.

There is no permanent ar-
rangement to clean the plat-
form of the stations.

[Besides. in the absence of
power supply in the compart-
ments anti-social elements
carry on their heinous activi-
ties.

Ticket counters
open late

It is also alleged that
booking counters start func-
tioning just a few minutes be-
fore the arrtval of the train. As
a result many passengers fail to
purchase tickets intime caus-
ing loss to the railway author-

ity

Besides, shortage of railway
slippers and ballasts, nut-bolts,
stones, partly damaged
bridges and culverts, single
ratfiines and corrupt ratlway
administration, old railtracks.

stopping of passengers trains

by the smugglers by pulling
chains., overcrowding of pas

sengers in the compartments
elc.

Are some of the reasons
which cause the undue delay
of trains.

It 1s alleged that ticket
checkers are too te to
cope with the rising passen-
gers travelling in the shuttle
trains.
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es. Growers are also becoming

Fashiakhali Union Parishad M.
Khalilur Rahman said, __“far-
mers of Moheshkhali,
Kutubdia, Banskhali, Chekaria
and Sandwip need agricultural
loan, seeds, fertikzers, bullock

to resume their farming”.

The zonal relief and .
itation office here has nnmzt:]l-
located the following cash and
Cl sheets in the affected areas
under house building pre-
gramme: Chittagong City
Corporation arca-Taka 42 lakh,
3.000 bundles of ClI sheets,
Chittagong district-Taka two
crore, 58 lakh and 19,000
bundles Cl sheets, Noakhalt-
Taka 85 lakh. 8.000 bundles
Cl sheets, Cox's Bazar-Taka
two crore, 20,000 bundles CI
sheets., Feni-Taka 50 lakh,
Lakhmipur- Taka 50 lakh each.

Most of the cash and Cl =
have already been dis

or are under the procesh of
distribution among the afl-
fected people. zonal office

sources said.

in Madaripur

From Our Correspondent

MADARIPUR. June 28: The
faulty drainage system in
Madaripur town is causing
greal inconveniences to the
dwellers. Most of the drains
are kutcha and the old drains
have developed cracks and
holes. The drains remain filled
with garbages and stagnant
water.

The tax payers alleged that
waler remains stagnant on
both sides of the main roads.
Most of the roads including
Puran Bazar road. Karachi bidi
roads, Head Post office road,

Hearing of
Shashanka
murder case

stayed

BRAHMANBARIA, June 28
llearing of Shashanka Debnath
murder case has been fixed for
July 16 by the ‘Additional
District and sessions Judge
Mohammad Nurul Wadud
Yesterday, reports UNB.

The original date of hearing
scheduled on Wednesday was
refixed for July 16 after the
IHgh Court Division of the
Supreme Court stayed the
hearing on an appeal filed by
one of the accused Abdul Aziz.

Bangladesh the riverine country. Waterways are important communication routes and

has
are essential. Here a big boat is being built at an improvised yard on the Sitalakhya river bankd with Shibganj police

— Star

| According to doctors,

Natun Bazar fish market and
the low-lying areas remain un-

der water after slight #
Lack of adequimte nun

street lights in pourashava ar-

eas in the town is

inhabitants after sun set.
According to sources, the
lightposts
creating problems to
strians as well as vehicu-
traffic.
Most of the time, the town
plunges into darkness after
sunset due to frequent faflure

of power and local shedding
giving rise to anti-social activi-
tes.

Skin disea
breaks out 1n
C'nawabganj

CHAFPAINAWABGANJ, June
26 : Gastro-intestinal and skin

| diseases have broken out in an

alarming proportion in five

UNB
a
large number of patients from
rural and urban areas have
been pouring into their cham-
bers everyday for treatment.
Children are the worst victims.
The outbreak of the dis-

| eases were atiributed to vita-

min deficiency. consum
of adulterated food and impure
water.

Lack of necessary medi-
cines {n the hospitals and rural
health centres of the distriet
has aggravated the situation, it
is alleged.

People urged the authori-
ties supply essential medicines
to check the spread of the dis-

case

' Housewife killed
for dowry

A mother of five children of
village Narsindu Daipokaria in

Shibgan
legedly killed by her father-in-
law for non-payment of dolwy.’
According to family sousces.
the victim Jahanara Begum
(35)., was beaten to death e’
cently when she refused-to
bring dowry money from her
poor parents. \
After the incident the kiflgr
father-in-law poured poisen
into her mouth to hush ug

case
in Mhis
connection.

causing
much inconveniences to the|’

no bulbs are
the

upazilas of the district. reports

upazila here was al- |

SR -y
regiseaied

sy By

Seme timés over loading of

poWétr disrupts transformers
whith cau
:{ to the consumers in
|
that unauthofised power con-
nectifons exceeding
load from the electric lins have
caused overloading
burdening
The overload of the r
from a particular
also shortens its life. PDB offi-

clalg arc reportedly ignorant
about these unauthorised con-

frregular supply
t places. It is learnt

the wusual

and over
of the transformers.

rmer

nection. In these way PDB is

being deprived of huge amount

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, June 28:°
Eid-ul-Azha was celebrated at
with due solem-

gan with helsting
National Flag atop all public
and private buildings.
Improved diets and sweets
were served among 670 male
ners in the

CARE protection centre on
this holy occasion. The main
Eid tion was held at




