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Yugoslavia at a Crossroad

Slovenia and Croatia's June 25 unilateral decla-
rations of independence, although a major disap-
pointment, can hardly be described as a bolt from
the blue. Slovenians in particular have been
steadily laying the groundwork to that end ever
since a centre-right coalition of nationalists took
power in last year's local, multi-party elections.
The new leadership in Ljubljana followed it up
with a referendum last December which
authorised it to negotiate a loose confederation
with the five other republics of the Yugoslav
federation by June 26, or get out altogether, Its
decision to declare UDI, along with Croatia, has
casl a dark shadow over the [uture of Yugoslavia
and raised the spectre of ethnic and political
turbulence in the Balkans once more, threatening
the new era of peace and stability in Europe.

Things have not really worked out for
Yugoslavia since the death of Josip Broz Tito in

1980. Without the powerful gel of the late mar-
shal's dictatorial yet magnetic leadership, the six
republics of the federation have shown them-
selves to be Loo easily prone to the ethnic jealousy
and rivalry that characterised their relationship
in the violent pre-1918 days when the Balkans
were a happy hunting ground for every imperial
beast under the sun. It is a supreme irony (hat
after four and a half decades of benevolent social-
ism, Yugoslavia's various nationalities seem bent
on reverting back to those days of bitterness, this
time draped in the popular but provocative
colours of nationalism. And this is happening at a
time when Western Europe. whose model-society
the self-proclaimed democrats of Slovenia and
Croatia claim to admire, is gradually shedding
old-fashioned nationalism in favour of a new fed-
eralism.

Yugoslavia is now at a crossroad, the most cru-
cial juncture in its history since the Slavic peo-
ples of south-east Europe were united within one
boundary in 1918. One path leads nowhere but
civil war — and Slovenia's rejection of talks with
Belgrade is a sure, sorry nudge in that direction:
the other leads to accommodation, understanding
and preservation of Yugoslav unity. Belgrade's call
for a moratorium on the use of force is a welcome
indication that federal authorities are more inter-
ested in negotiations than battles, while the ac-
tions undertaken by the military were perhaps
unavoidable as no state should be expected to ac-
cept establishment of "border” checkposts within
its territory by unauthorised militia forces.

Both the Slovenian and Croatian leaderships
can claim to have a powerful argument in favour
of their UDIs — public consent as expressed in
their respective referendums. While we uphold
the principle of every nation's right to self-de-
termination, we still have to ask if secession is
the only or even the best option available to
Slovenia and Croatia, particularly within the
unique Yugoslav context. There is little doubt that
if current fissiparous tendencies in the region, in
Yugoslavia as well as the Soviet Union, continue
unabated, they will contribute nothing towards
future stability and harmony in Europe.
Disintegration of Yugoslavia will cause animosity
and tension to rise and sow the seeds of greater
conflicts in the future. It will be a tragically tronic
process by which the Balkahs will re-Balkanise
themselves with all the uncertainties that accom-
pany it.

On the other hand, all six constituent republics
of Yugoslavia have a lot to gain by staying within
the union. But the federal authorities as well as
leaders of Serbia need to recognise that for the
union to remain viable, much greater degree of
political and economic autonomy has to be ac-
corded to the republics. A fully-fledged demo-
cratic federation of equal republics is surely the
way forward for Yugoslavia, rather than secession
or central control. Instead of pursuing UDIs and
civil war rhetoric. all republics should enter into
meaningful negotiation, with unity in diversity as
their ultimate goal, for the sake of prosperity of
their peoples as well as peace in Europe.

Smoking and Flu

Now that every other person we know in
town is suffering from influenza, especially after
the Eid holidays, it is useful to find out what has
caused the incidence of this disease of which the
only known — and convenient — cure is believed
to be complete rest at home. It is caused by a
virus, whatever that may mean, aggravated by
sudden changes in temperature and humidity.
That sounds reasonable and perfectly convincing.

However, there was a time when many people
refused to accept such a simple explanation. They
saw a definite connection between tobacco and
flu, like today we link lung cancer to smoking.

The theory about smoking and flu is not
particularly contemporary. It goes back to 1891,
just a century ago, when "opponents of tobacco”
in England found out through a survey that of all
the men who had contracted influenza in London
in a particular year, full 90 per cent were
addicted to the use of tobacco, which, in our
today's language, is smoking. The "discovery.”
based on statistics and nothing else, seemed
important enough for the New York Herald
Tribune to report it and for the International
Herald Tribune to reproduce the story last
Sunday, a century later.

There is no evidence that there was any
serious medical research into the subject during
the hundred years or any attempt to turn what
was obviously a popular notion into an established
scientific fact.

However, it is significant that there were
"opponents of tobacco” in England a century ago
and that they did try to create an awareness
among people about the harmful effect of

What is equally significant and
has survived all the

of tobaceo”, as it a century ago, have
gone on puffing, fall victims to flu
or lung cancer. -~ or sheer foolhardiness
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HE issue of nuclear
proliferation in South
Asia was recently
forced back on the front-
burner of debate by
Washington's decision to sus-
pend economic and military
aid both to India and Pakistan,
followed by Islamabad's pro-
posal for an international con-
ference to discuss the possi-
bility of a nuclear-free zone in
the region.

The proposal received an
early, possibly fatal setback
when India dismissed it as
nothing more than "a propa
ganda ploy"; India's rejection
was also a demonstration of
New Delhi's unwillingness to
accept any extra-regional in-
tervention in matlers ol re-
gional or bilateral concern.

Meanwhile the United
States kept up the pressure by
warning China not to sell any
ballistic missilcs to Pakislan.
Beijing said the missiles to be
sold were only a few and would
have less than 200km in
range, but the Americans are
clearly worried. Washington is
well aware that Pakistan is
trailing India badly in missile
development, and is desperate
for technology to develop reli-
able delivery systems for its
nuclear warheads.

Despite US efforts to look
even-handed in its handling of
the nuclear issue in South Asia,
it is quite evident now that
Washington is far more con-
cerned about, and determined
to prevent, the nuclearisation
of Pakistan's military than any
move on India's part to a
an atomic arsenal. While this
may look unfair, the American
position is dictated by a much
wider concern than a simple
desire to prevent a Third
World country from going nu-
clear.

Pakistan says its nuclear
programme is designied merely

AITT'S democratically-

elected president is

confronting the hard-
ships left from 35 years of
dictatorial rule.

Jean-Bertrand Aristide, the
37-year-old priest who won an
overwhelming victory last
December, is now trying to fill
empty coffers, replace a well-
implanted system of corrup-
tion, rebuild a shattered econ-
omy and win over the reticent
private seetor.

"We're still trying to clean
up the mess left by decades of
disorder.,” says Herold Jean-
Francois, director of the na-
tional television station. "You
can’'t wave a magic wand after
35 years and make things
work.”

The attitude of this new
government is to clean up cor-
ruption, from the military to
the public administrations, to
the rural sheriffs in the coun-
tryside. so that when new
money starts to come in it will
not, as has routinely pcned
in the past, be lau oul.

"We have had to spend over
a month identifying what
needs to be done just here at
the station,” Herold continued.
"We need time to implement
guidelines, have an observation
It's not even been
three months and we're hear-
.h}&lll kinds of ﬂ;elﬂumtlg

ra you're
same thing, okay — but not
yet.”

-day massacre
which left 34 people dead. But
in the December 1990 elec-

tion they provided tight secu-

Sir, Fﬂfﬂl‘lhﬁklﬁ:
gested through the letter
umn of a premier English daily
that instead of allotment of
residential plots to individuals,
DIT (now RAJUK) should think

ber of le in place o
selec persons and at the
same time would enable the

to counter-balance the threat
posed by India's nuclear ca-
pability. But this line of ra-
tionale may not be as flawless
as its proponents would have
us :
For one thing, there is am-
ple reason to believe that

India’s nuclear programme,

together with its missile deliv-
ery systems, is not being de-
veloped with Pakistan in mind
at all (India is quite capable of
taking care of Pakistan through
conventional means). For an-

other, the whole idea of nu-

clear weapons enhancing secu-
rity is not as straight-forward
as it may seem on paper.

The point is, if faced with
defeat on the battle-field,
would Pakistan seriously enter-
tain the idea of launching a nu-
clear strike on India, knowing

| NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN SOUTH ASIA

Middle East May be the Key to US Worries

by Sabir Mustafa

would not have been under-
taken without a clear-cut
strategy and goal that made
sense to its formulators. The
real theatre of operation for
Pakistan's nuclear forces may
well lie further to the west, in
the Middle East to be precise,
which is why it worries the US
as much as it does. It has long
been suspected that the
Pakistani nuclear project is fi-
nanced entirely by Arab states,

hence its nickname The
Islamic Bomb.
At present Israel is in the

unique position of having both
a nuclear monopoly and a deci-
sive edge in conventional ca-
pability over its regional rivals.
Tel Aviv's acquisition of nu-
clear weapons is primarily an

Israeli cities, Islamabad will
be, theoretically, in a position
to provide a nuclear umbrella
for Arab states confronting
Israel.

For the United States,
which sees the survival and se-
curity of Israel as one of two
non-varfiable factors in its
Middle East policy (control of
oil bcinﬂ the other), the cur-
rent balance of power in the
region is an ideal one, since it
would prevent Arabs from en-
tertaining any thought about
dealing with Israel militarily,
while leaving the US the op-
tion of pressuring Israel into
making concessions on the is-
sues ol territory.

At the same time,
Washington is keen to stabilise

disarmament — would also be
put in jeopardy as Tel Aviv
would be most unlikely to be
part of a general Middle East
arms control regime, since
that w?uld leave a de-nucle-
arised [srael fac the | i-
bility of Arab :t:Eu behl:';;':x

tended nuclear cover by
Pakistan.
Thus a Pakistan armed with

nuclear-tipped missiles can, in
theory, pose a serious threat to
Israel, jeopardise an overall
disarmament process in the
region, and destabilise the se-
curity balance in the Indian
subcontinent itself by trigger-
ing a self-defeating arms race.
India, on the other hand,
does not have its eyes on the

Middle East at all, and thus
does not worry the US to the

same degree. Washington may
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to be precise, which is why it worries the US as much as it does.

that the inevitable retaliation
would leave Pakistan totally
annihilated? More important
under the circumstances,
would India regard a Pakistani
nuclear threat as a credible
one? If it didn't, then the
whole logic behind Pakistan's
nuclear policy would collapse
instantly, because nuclear arms
are a viable defence option
only so long as the intended
“target” viewed their presence
as a genuine threat to his exis-
tence. And if Pakistan were to
take the plu and launch,
then that would again signal
the failure of deterrence, with
devastating consequences.
With its credibility as a deter-
rent in serious doubt,
Pakistan's nuclear option vis-a-
vis security against India
seems almost a non-starter.
But a high-risk programme
involving billlons of dollars

insurance against the long-
term possibility of losing its
conventional superiority. But
unless Arab states can counter
this new, strategic threat, they
would neither be able to deter
Israel from further aggression
nor force it to accept the prin-
ciple of exchanging land for
peace. For its part, Israel has
already demonstrated its in-
tention and capability to pre-
vent any Arab state from ac-
quiring nuclear ns.
That is where Pakistan
comes in, and that is why it
worries the Americans as
much. Pakistan is beyond the
reach of the Israeli air force
[one assumes, but of course,
one can never tell with the
Israelis!), and out of regional
arms control considerations.
Once Pakistan procures a
missile system capable of de-
livering nuclear warheads on

the arms build-up in West Asia
and begin a winding-down
process from its current posi-
tion. First step has been the
destruction of Iraqi capability
to threaten Israel. Next step
would be to ban all states in
the region from acquiring nu-
clear-biological-chemical

(NBC) weapons as well as mis-
sile deliver systems.
Characteristi , the US has
not called on Israel to destroy
its stockpile of NBC weapons,
even though the only Arab
state with such a capability,

Irag, has already been forced .

to disarm.

This fits in nicely with US
desire of keeping Israel domi-
nant in the region. But
Pakistan's entry into West
Asia's nuclear equation would
seriously upset this aspect of
US policy. The other aspect of

Washington's policy — gradual

Kathie Klarreich writes from Port-au-Prince

even view India’'s nuclear pro-
gramme as an acceptable one,
as New Delhi has to find ways
of countering the massive nu-
clear and conventional threat
posed by China with whom it
fought a bloody, losing war in
1962. Even as late as 1971,
India had to call on Soviet
support to deter the Chinese
from intervening on behalf of
Pakistan. New Delhi knows
only too well it cannot go on
relying on such ready support,
and has consequently moved
steadily to bufld-up its own de-
terrence against Eﬂlna*

With the collapse of Soviet
power and decision by the US
to scale-down its permanent

presence in Asia, India is being

seen by many as the logical
counter-balance to China’'s
growing power in the region.
For the United States, India
is politically more digestible

The new administ_rutiur!. in Haiti is popular with the people, but it hasn't received much
economic support in trying to establish a democracy in Haiti after years of corruption and
mis-rule. It's the old question: which comes first, justice or food?

JEAN-BERTRAND ARISTIDE
Remarkable changes in 3 months
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rity, and have been doing so
ever since.

Head of the military,
General Herard Abraham, has
retired over a dozen high-
ranking officers, transferred
twice as many, and even ar-
rested several who are in-
dicted of crimes, some of
which date back five

Street crime, ich had
the capital ralysed alfter
dark. has all but disa .
There has been a crack-down
on drug trafficking and a pro-
gramme s underway to elimi-
nate contraband.

In the countryside, rural
sheriffs, who had striet control
of daily life, have been dis-
armed and removed from the
urisdiction of the military.

are now under the wing
of the Minister of Justice.

Aristide’'s consistent ery for
justice is also be carried
out. More than 15 people
await trail for the January
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ME peace
Sir, Of late there is little
talk about the ME in
the media. Virtually the prob

such as ma infrastruc-
ture/economy, Kurdish
refugees amon others

sources of similar cri

1991 coup attempt. and one gistance for this

man has already been sen-
tenced to life imprisonment
for his involvement in the at-
tack on Aristide's church
where more than a dozen peo-
ple were hacked to death be-
fore the church was set on fire.

Another prisoner, however
has been unable to find some-
one to defend him. Of more
than 150 defence lawyers, no
one is willing to take the case,
so fearful are they of popular
revenge.

Following the January coup
attempt, thousands of Haitians
took justice in their own
hands, burning buildings and

hﬂigi‘ P;ugrrl:: raasuciatcd with

Aristide was then criticised
for not controlling the crowds,
just as he was last month when
groups took to the streets
protesting the high cost of
food. In the northern city of
Cap Haitian, they looted build-
ings where they thought mer-
chants were hoarding goods.
One person died and at least
eight were injured.

The demonstrators chanted
in favour of Aristide but con-
demned the legislature and
merchants and the United
States, which is often a scape-
goat for events in Haiti.

“There {s some question as
to who is really behind these
kinds of demonstrations,” said
a member of the presidént's
private cabinet. "What they
were protesting is not what
Aristide advocates. We are
most definitely interested in
collaborating with the private
sector and the US."

The US has embraced this
new government, though they
were quick to criticise the
24-hour arrest of the former
president. who was brought in

for about the coup
at t in January. The US
has $84 million in as-

again in the Pertan Gulf zone.

it is necessary to start dis-
cussions on post-war order in
the region immediately and to
build up regional security sys-
ich could tee
against any military conflict in
the area.

The future of the Middle

though to date no money has
been received.

Critics say money is slow to
arrive because the government
has no real economic pro-
gramme. The private sector,
which has a wait-and-see atti-
tude, want something concrete
before they invest their dollars.

Gerald Bially, president of
the Chamber of Commerce,
says it i{s too early to make a
decision about the govern-
ment, but they are not im-
pressed with the accomplish-
ments so far.

"Justice can't resolve
things,” he said. "As a business
person, you make the smartest
Investment. We want to see an
overall plan before we invest.
Aristide has the advantage of
popularity but that doesn't feed
the hungry.”

The government, with the
country's dire economic cir-
cumstances in mind, has ap-
pealed for economic and tech-
nical help from the estimated
one million Haitians living
abroad. On April 28. "Voye
Haiti Monte" (VOAM) — which
means Send Haiti To The Top
— a government-sponsored or-
ganisation, held an all-day
marathon both nationally and
internationally, and collegted
over 81 millionh.

There previous request
for help from the private sec-
tor was a flop. They recetved
only 88 million. The private

sector blamed the rmment
for poor terms (offering five
when the

Er cent interest
nks offer 14 per cent) and
lack of a concrete plan of how
the money would be spent.
Others felt pressured to give.

"This government isn't
perfect,” says Venel Remarais,
director of the Haitian Press
Agency. "but you have to ac-
knowledge that they are work-

Palestinian problem. The lead-
ers of the world's great powers
now better jate the ur-
gent need for solution of all
Middle East problems, because
they become a source of un-
stability, inconfidence and
continuing arms race in the
region. Such a situation gives a
chance to Arabs, which
should not miss.

Some political quarters in
the West and in the USA might
try to restrict participation of
USSR in the ongoing process
of wor out a new regional
order in Middle East. Such
an attempt could cause -
tive consequences and
harmful for Arabs as well as
the region, since it was the

USSR who from the very be-
of the conflict in the
the claim for

ing under extremely difficult
conditions.

"No one, particularly

OPINION

The Baily Star 4

than China. Although New
Delhi has maintained a
staunchly non-aligned foreig
licy since independence and
often clashed with US in
terests particularly in the

"Third World, its democrati

institutions and free marke
economic orientation are Jikeh
to make India gravitaic 1o
wards the West.

For its part, the West ha~
already withdrawn from 1l
South Asian scene and allowd
India to act quite indepen
dently, as was evident from 1l
amount of elbow-room New
Delhi was given in Sri Lanka in
1987 and the Maldives in
1988. India is clearly shaping
up as a major power in South
and South-East Asia, taking in
a wide expanse of the Indian
Ocean from the Straits of
Malacca to the east to the
Strait of Hormuz to the west.
Maintenance of a strong nu-
clear force and a blue water

are necessary for India
both to deter the Chinese in
the north and project its
power across the ocean.

The Americans, who are no
strangers to the power
are under no illusions about
the logic behind India's nu-
clear drive. In the long-run,
Washington probably sees a
highly independent but demo-
cratic India as a more reliable
ally than the ideclogically sus-
pect communist China. The
US has always refrained from
applying any pressure on India
on such sensitive internal mat-
ters as Kashmir or Punjab, or
on regional disputes such as
the one with Nepal in 1989
These are indicative of
America's willingness to treat
India as a regional power. This
policy of accommodation may
have already expanded to ac.
cept India's emergence as a
nuclear power as well.

Aristide Sifts Through the Mess in Haiti

Aristide, has had the advantage
of having a strong party to back
them up because of the histary
of politics {n this country. But
he does have the support of
the people, and that's a real
first.” — GEMINI NEWS
KATHIE KLARREICH is a
US journalist living in Port-au
Prince who contributes widely
to the North American media.

Western Zone Railway

It is learnt from the Press
that the bifurcation of railway
administration — Eastern and
Western Zones — will be abol-
ished, and it will be re-shuffled
by setting up of a Board with a
Chairman at the helm replac-
ing the present administrative
set-up of two zones. It is learnt
that the re-shuffling is neces-
sary to minimise the overhead
cost, cut the number of admin-
istrative stafl, centralize the
administration and invoke fi-
nancial viability of its function-
ing. On such pleas, as many as
six re-organisations had earlier
been introduced, three in the
Pakistan days and three after
liberation. To me, neither the
Railway Board nor any other
administrative set-up seems
responsible for the deteriora-
tion of Railway service. More
attention should be given to
the people who run the system
their skill, efficiency etc.
During the late President Zia's
government, | had the oppor-
tunity to know the railway
function at first hand as a
member representing the pas-
sengers, the National Railway
Consultative Committee, then
formed for the first time in
Bangladesh hwln% the repre-
sentation from Parliament,
passengers, civil servants busi-
nessmen. [t was during this
time that the bifurcation of
Railway Administration into
two zones was t over.

the Ershad but no
a was made to
give a life to this bifurcation.

and Khuilna divisions which
comprise the western zone
than they do in the ecastern
zone or the other two divisions
for the reason
former Le.
H}mhu‘mrn
roads than the lat
and C divisions.

The shape the rail
way services in the western
zgone is but a reflection not
only of apathy at the centre
and inept railway administra-
tion, but more Impnﬂlng of
the lack of accountability of the
administration both central
and zonal. Besides, In the -

Western Zone are not covered
with sufficient stones and
there is every likelihood of the
presence of defective slippers

For the rapid deterioration
of rail-function in the country
both a section of passengers as
well as railway officers and
employees are responsible. To
improve the rail-function, why
the government failed to take
corrective vigorous measures
within and outside the organi-
sation, s not understood.
Purchases, both local and for
eign, involve a colossal fund.
To avoid defective purchases
and to have it at competitive
prices. a scientific approach is
a must. Absence of defective
purchases will undoubtedly
enrich the rail-function since
present rail-function is almost
completely dependent on
heavy foreign purchases.

The colonial attitude to
analyse problems and find out
solutions needs to be avoided
particularly in our country
plagued with enormous limita-
tions. The people need to be
informed to all genuine hin-
drances that stand in the way
of better rail-function. Railway
administration is still deprived
of modern management.
Information relating to the
evaluation of leadership. per-
formance, investment, income,
loss. hindrances etc. needs to
be regularly disclosed to the
public. If necessary, workshops
on the problem with the par
ticipation of university profes-
sors, — local and for-
eign — need be conducted.

Abolition of bifurcation of
the rail-function will not yield
any fruitful result unless both
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chapters one for Western
Zone and the other for the
Eastern Zone. It may also be
mentioned that Western Zone
always shares 30 1o 33% of
Railway Budget. Steps are
to be taken to remove

the :
Md. Anwarul Afzal,
Ex Member. National Railway
Consultative Committee,
hn*h-.*
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