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HE population of major

urban centres in many

developing countries
are virtually exploding. This is
more critical in some of the
more heavily populated
countries like Bangladesh,
Indonesia, Mexico etc... With
the current growth rates
continuing, some of the major
urban centres in these and
similar countries could double
every 10 to 15 years.

The population  of
Bangladesh at Iliberation
(1971) was approximately 75
million. The urban population
was approximately 7% of the
total. Today the estimate for

A Future Urban Black Hole or a Livable World City?

2.5% allowed and rural to ur-
ban migration rate of 4.0%). At

this rapid uninterrupted rate
the population of Dhaka could
double every ten years.. The
population of Dhaka theoreti-

would be over 11 million
in 2000 AD and over 20 mil-
lion in 2010 AD. Even a much
more moderate overall

~ The po

pulation of Dhaka theoretically would be over 11 million in 2000

A.D. Even a much more moderate overall growth rate of 4.5 per cent

presents 9 million in the year 2000. Can this urban population growth be
moderated by some intervention, direction planning and investment?

Banani, Uttara, Badda etc. had
started to emerge. Further to
the north, the industrial town
of Tongi was, beginning’ to
emerge some 16 miles from
the downtown centre of the
previously newly developed
Motijheel Commercial Area.

By late 1980's, the far flung

lems as was demonstrated by
the recent floods.

As buildable and habitable
urban lands became scarce and
the lands values skyrocketed,
in addition to encroaching on
the surrounding low lying and
rural lands most of the existing
;:lpenl.:pacesd $Iuﬂhg low ly-
ng - open drainage
canals (such as the Dholai Khal
in the old city) was being filled
up. This was not simply only an
intensification of the existing
hnlLule but a drastic c
in existing ecological
up. The DI T has been greatly
responsible for the annexation
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nation of urban birth rate,

HIS column has been in
a state of suspended

animation for two

accuracy. Because there {s no

pansions be moderated by

tial subdivisions

sequent severe drainage and

of Guishan, flood water stagnation prob-

(Sec following page)

piece deserved.
For an aspiring journalist

n Press Freedom and About a Dhaka

like myself, there could not

weeks, gathering dust among
have been a better training

other unpublished materials,

Thoughts o

the reason being the lack of
space in the Weekend
Magazine. In place of 'My
World', we did have some ex-
cellent pieces to put in, like
the 'Conversation' with Prof.
Nurul Islam who, by virtue of
his excellent credentials, cer-
tainly deserved a full-page
treatment. Maybe [ should put
it in another way : We could
not have done justice to his
wide-ranging views without
devoting a page to our unstruc-
tured discussion. His qualifica-
tiofs were only of secondary
importance.

Then, last Friday, we went
for trees in our disap-
pearing forests, with our col-

Kamal on her

How could my own modest
weekly offering com for
space against such

Since the Star's mail box

fact that it was not

ing to an opinion pell,
number about a dozen. It is

nice to know that most of
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Weekly that Died Without a Bang

the front page. Now, | am
waiting to read somewhere,
maybe in another paper, that it
was all pre-arranged — my
tongue-in-cheek suggestion,
the criticism from a Trust pa-
per and my clarification — to
give me a bit of free publicity.

Far from being pleased that
| am being taken so seriously,
and that too by the media,
even when | say something in a
light vein, | am just wondering
if the Star should ever take the
risk of publis a humor col-
umn. Perhaps it should do so
one day, maybe years from
now, when my column is also
reprinted. | must remember to
check on this with my young
sub-editor friend.

w = w

memory gets a jolt
whenever someone bri-
up the subject of

press in this or in any
other country, the latest case

the observance of the
Black Day, commemorating the
closure of all but four

newspapers in Dhaka by the

then government of

Bangladesh in 1974 ¢

It surprises me that "our

in 1974, and testimonies of
journalists who, in one way or
another, paid a price for stand-
ing up for press freedom.

The study would fill in many
ﬁlpl in our knowledge of the
istory of the media in this

country, especially in the field
of press freedom.

For instance, which publica-
tion in the then East Pakistan
earnecd the dubfous distinction

of being the first victim of the
government's assault on the
press?

When the question was
raised during an informal dis-
cussion with some ists
at the PIB a few months ago,
the answer seemed unanimous.
It must have been the then
Pakistan Observer which,
thanks to its courageous edi-
torial on corruption among as-
sociates of the then Prime
Minister Khwaja Nazimuddin
got closed down, probably in
1952, and remained shut for
several months. But no one was
quite sure of the dates,

| suggested that the answer

Among the publications | have worked for, the East
Bengal Times still occupies a special place in my
recollections. After all, it was this publication that
gave me my first job as a journalist.

, first in the then

t Pakistan and then in
Bangladesh, so quickly lost
thetr with the press,
curbed its freedom and often

sueceeded in turning it into a
docile institution. What is par-

1%

can we
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E

Journalists (BFUJ). A well-doc-
umented work would, | be-
lieve, contain such materials as

the “offending” reports, arti-
cies and editorials whic
for publica-

English-language
weekly which, owned an
aristocratic Dhaka family that |

the Muslim League-dominated
provincial administration.
Sadly enough, the weekly
was on borrowed time. It sel-
dom published critical pieces
on the administration that, in
matter of months, had vi
lost all its credibility with the
people. However, an exception
was a commentary the paper
published on corruption — the
subject that kept cropping up

hardly looks like the

Since he admitted being

A view of Wari today, crowded and
e of The East Bengal Times, a

for the media during the past
42 years — and immediately
invited the wrath of the gov-
ernment of Khwaja Nazimud-
din. The office of the publica-
tion was raided and ransacked.
The man who paid a price was
an exceptionally docile Hindu
school teacher who had a part-
time job in the publication.

the

writer of the so-called offend-

ted, which

weekly that died without a bang for writing on corruption.

ing article and took the full re-
sponsibility for its publication,
without any authorisation of
the edifor and
the other member of the staff,
the police had a relatively
straightforward job in hand.

They took the teacher into
custody and clesed down the
publication — for good.

The two lucky ones who
were spared by the police
were the Editor Ms Kalyani
Guha, the daughter-in-law of
the family, and a young assis-
tant editor — well, that's me.

I happened te be out of

The scheol teacher cum I-
nalist — | do not think, he
cared to' work for another pub-
lication again

turned to Dhaka after a couple

of weeks. But the Guhas had

of

English Department, Kalyani
Guha had simply looked at the
faded pages which carried my
byline, without really reading
any of my masterpieces, the
whole exercise being only a
formality for hiring me.

Since the Guhas had appar-
ently never hired a young man
who was still in his tecns as a
journalist and were blissfully
unaware of my potential, they
decided to be on the safe side,
from their perspective, when
it came to the question of my
salary. It was so low that Ms

Guha could not utter the fig-
ure. She wrote it on a piece of

paper, showed it to me and
blushed. Then, it was my turn
to blush, in a mixture of em-
barrassment and delight. With
both of us blushing, it was a
touching moment. Then,

{ Guha who was one of
the exceedingly good-looking
women | had seen in Dhaka in
those days, stopped blushing
and said in a reassuring veice,
"It is really a pocket al-
lowance.” Instead ol asking
what was her idea of a pocket
allowance, | nodded my im-
mediate acceptance of the of-

It

surprises me that our governments, first in the then

East Pakisian and then in Bangladesh, so quickly lost
their patience with the press, curbed its freedom and
often sucreeded in mrning into a docile institution.
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fer. As far as | knew, there was
no other English-language
weekly in Dhaka in those days
where | could try for a job.

Whether Guhas suffered
from a case of bad conscience
over my salary or because they
were basically decent people,
they treated me very well in-
deed, almost like a member of
the family. There were occa-
sional free meals, endless cups
of tea and snacks and an ac-
ceptance of the [act that | was
the man in c of the pub-
lication, which was really the
case until the school teacher
came along to share my work
on the writing side and even-
tually to get the paper closed
down.

[t was a blessing that
Kalyani Guha who had no jour-
nalistic experience and hardly

it
i
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ground than the East Bengal
Times. Every week, the 12-
page tabloid weekly was very
much my handiwork. | wrote
the major pieces and provided
the headlines. | edited the ar
ticles from contributors and

to get phetographs to
illustrate their pieces, | did
the proof-reading and laid out
the pages which were printed,

two pages at time, every Friday
night.

After all these years, | find
it a little difficult to believe
that | was given such total
freedom in editing the publica-
tion. | could carry out any
number of journalistic experi-
ments, including some bad
ones, and introduce all kinds
of imaginary bylines of non-ex-
istent writers for that |
wrote mysell. | got most of my
ideas from Calcutta publication
and some from books on
newspaper editing and layouts
which | borrowed from the
British Information Services.
Thus, we got such ideas as
"The Week in Review”, based
on newsitems we picked up
from the Calcutta press, a
"Capital Diary", a page on the
international scene an-
other on the university. Quite a
bit that went into the publica-
tion week was surpris-
ingly professional, but there
was much which was ex-
tremely amateurish.

This strange mix hardly
bothered the Guhas or a few
contributors | had lined up
among my friends in the uni-
writers

The East Bengal Times was
just not simply a training
ground for an



