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Lessonthat BJP Must Learn

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has reiterated
its position to build a temple for god Rama at

Ayodhya, at the site of a 16th century mosque
built ﬁr Emperor Babur, the founder of the

Moghal dynasty. There is nothing new in what
said. What is new, however, is that now they
have the capacity to actually c out their
threat. Foll the recent elections the BJP has
emerged as the second est party in the Indian
parliament — the Lok Sabha. It has also become
the majority party in the crucial state of Uttar
Pradesh. The Chief Minister of the state govern-
ment Mr Kalyan Si has vowed that the temple
will be constructed as pledged and steps will
soon be taken to remove the security personnel
currently guarding the mosque complex.

There has always been a fundamentalist streak
in Indian politics. But much to the credit of the
Indian electorate, it has been kept in the outer
fringes of politics. Throughout its 44 years of in-
dependent existence India was able to keep its
religious parties confined to small voting blocs;
their policies not really affecting the national po-
litical scene. What the BJP has been able to do is
to bring this outer fringe into the mainstream of
Indian politics, threatening some of the funda-
mental premises on which the modern Indian
state has been based. Independent India's
founders realised from the very outset that India
was a multi-religious, multi-national, multi-racial
country divided by many languages and diverse
cultures. The only way this vast country could be
kept together was through a secular and demo-
cratic political system. playing the 'religious
card' the BJP has been able to capture the votes
of a certain section of the electorate thrown up
by the rising tide of fundamentalism. But it has
done so at great cost. For India to prosper and
become a modern country it requires the active
participation of all the people of India, especiall
of its nearly 100 million Muslims who have made
invaluable contribution in various sectors of the
Indian economy and culture.

Now that the BJP has emerged as the main op-
position party at the national level, it is expected
that they will take the country's interest into
consideration and rise above its narrow and reli-
gious party interest. Opposition party, in a demo-
cratic system, can be considered as the
'alternative government'. In fact in parliamentary
democracy, the opposition is wery much a part of
the overall machinery of government. To play the
role of a true opposition party, the BJP must re-
alise that ignoring the rights of the minority
communities, especially the religious rights of

the Muslim community, will not in any w help
the proper governance of the country. It will only
lead to bitterness and chaos.

India’'s integrity is now bclnE threatened from
many sides. After years of blood-letting, the
Khalistan movement of the Sikhs remain as
volatile as ever. The people of Kashmir are in-
creasingly becoming restive. There are other
dmmtcgrattr?ﬁ tendencies. Under these circum-
stances further fanning of the already compli-
cated communal issue, especially between the

Hindus and the Muslims, can only spell disaster
for India.

Democracy is as much gove by the con-
sent of the majority as it is tolerance ol the rights
of minorities. It is a systemm of accommodation
and compromise. One ol the reasons that democ-
racy, as a formn of government, has succeeded all
over the world is because it is flexible. BJP must
now show that flexibility. Electioneering is one
thing, governing is something quite different.
The laster BJP learns that lesson, the better it is
for India.

A Fair Deal for the Cow

Some lakhs of cattlehead were lost in the re-
cent tidal surge in our offshore areas. How man
have been slaughtered ostensibly to comply wit
religious behests? Not even an intelligent guess
can be hazarded. That we have livestock in a mis-
mbPr poor proportion to what we need does not
call for more than a casual proof of the hundreds
of crores of takas worth ol powdered milk that
we import from abroad. This shortfall keeps on
yawning wider and wider with mass sl:all_:ﬂlj'::t:lr
augmented dangerously by a massive and
chum[ the Bengalees a fish-loving people
to a -eating one.

Requests were however made by a few quar-
tersfortryingto keep this year's religious u-

termgprtﬂ;memammnnummmmakc
ﬁevaImof 'sacrifice’ go to succour the dis-
tressed in the south as also to relieve the hard-
cattle situation of the land. But they were

too feeble and few to elicit any response. Pos-

, most sla are donie impelled more
ostentation in rather than because of
m"‘?‘ﬁmanmmﬁ'
ue, at least for the townspeople,

shrunk to its worth in eatable beefiness — and
besides. There is much to go sentimental
deterioration of mains relationship
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t a school student's
ut a of those that

uses of a cow.
from activities in the fields very genuinely

:

0 be educated in that. It gives you milk—
mother's which inciden cannot
at any market in the world. It gives you
the best natural manure free of all adverse side
effects, enriching. rejuvenating your sofl. It also
glvzgou ood dependable fuel.

; lle reading a news report in a most
widely circulated vernacular newspaper last week
— it quoted information from three different ar-
eas of the country —, it seemed that the most

important aspect of the cow's uses is that it
drmtflnpw.mﬁham t and Cox's
Bazar, for

daring raids attacking military

FTER liberation of
Kuwait from Iraqi
occupation there were

many Kuwaits on the following
lines: will liberated Kuwait
rge as a desperately
needed Middle Eastern ex-
ample of democracy where
leaders are chosen in f[ree
clections, the press can print
what it likes, government
critics do not have to fear im-
prisonment, and merit, not
political influence, {s the hall
mark of those who il civil
service ts? After their re-
turn from exile, Kuwaiti lead-
ers made a lot of promises-
from re-building the damaged
infrastructure to making
progress in political reform.
After his return from ecxile,
Emir Jabir-Al-Ahmad ' grudg-
ingly aired the idea of "a new
Kuwait".

The old Kuwait is now
emerging from ruins and the
new Kuwalit is yet to be born.

Among some Kuwaitis the
Sabah clan is now jestingly
called "the running family",
because they fled into exile.
For more than 230 years
Kuwait has been ruled by the
Sabah family, which came to
power when this country was a
poor outpost of traders and
pearl divers. For generations
the system worked well, be-
cause Sabahs' income camec
from leading Kuwaiti mer-
chants whose purse strings
kept a check on the family's
political ambitions. But the oil
wealth that came to Kuwait in
the last four decades gave the
Sabah a source of income in-

dependent of Kuwalit's mer-
chant class, fundamentally
changing the family's relation-
ship with its people. Gradually,
the family acquired more and

- more power to put its own

members in top positions re-
gardless of competence.

The Kuwaitis are probably
still rich enough not to care
too much what others think of
them. So far all the Emir has
offered is a fuzzy pledge to
hold parliamentary elections

during the coming year. The
new government brought in to

by A 8 M Nurunnabi

tion, a diverse and mostly re-
spectable group of people —
ranging from Pan-Arabists and
Shiites to merchants and
western leaning moderates —
who have been clamouring for
a bit of say in the new Kuwait,
did not get even a token posi-
tion. There has been mounting
rescniment among opposition
leaders that the new govern-
ment would prove hostile to
demands for greater democ-

the invasion and al de-
struction of the country, the

;'ll'l'. scemed to be act-
ing as though nothing had
happened. :

The new government was
also confronted with allega-
tions of widespread violation of
human rights. The human
rights group Amnesty
International investigated the
allegations and said in its re-
port that the majority of the

undertaken the biggest mili-
tary commitment since the

Vietnam war, the US has a

vested interest in what hap-
pens in this country. In this
context, the US Secretary Of
State said "the ability of the US
to support Kuwait politically
and from a security standpoint
could be enhanced if they
(Kuwait government) evi-
denced full respect and com-
mitment to the preservation of
human rights.” The Kuwaiti

The Kuwaitis are probably still rich eno hnuttnﬂuimmhmhﬂoﬁenmofﬁmﬂoﬁrmﬂu

Emir has offe

government brought in to

reshuf{le.

isa fuzzyillﬁdge to ho

rep

replace the one that resigned
recently turned out to be a lit-
tle more than a family reshuf-
fle. Only five members of the
royal family are now in the cab-
inet, but the family retains the
top jobs: premiership, foreign
affairs, delence and interior.
Pro-democracy activists had
been left out. Particularly
galling was the promotion of
Sheikh Salem Al Sabah — who
squelched pro-democracy ral-
lies in 1989 to Deputy Prime
Minister. The exclusion of the
Emir's brother, Deputy
Premier Shaikh Sabah Al
Ahmad Al Sabah is seen as a
sign of division of the top.
According to a western ob-
server, the Emir's branch
came out weaker, while the
Crown Princes’s lot are hold-
ing the key posts.

Kuwait’'s nascent opposi-

racy. Representatives of [un-
damcmaﬂat Kuwaiti Muslims,
conservative businessmen,
former resistance fighters and
university leftists said that the
new government was nol ac-
ceptable. Opposition leaders
said that they did not want to
undermine the government or
to remove the ruling family.
They said they sought a check
on the Sabah's power and a
greater voice in the country's
rebuilding and how its enor-
mous oil revenues are spent.
The opposition Islamic
Constitutional Movement
(ICM), a radical Sunni Muslim
group spearheading the pro-
democracy campaign, has been
the most outspoken in reject-
ing the new cabinet and criti-
cising the Jabar and Saad lead-
ership. One opposition leader
complained that in the wake of

parliamentary elections d
e the one that resigned recently turned out to

victims were Palestinians,
among them Jordanian pass-
Fart holders. Although

or alleged mﬂabomﬁunrm:
have been the motive in some
cases, many pecople seemed to
have been targetted simply be-
cause of their nationality. The
group catalouged the misery of
at least 600 people, mostly
Palestinians, who had been de-
tained, beaten, subjected to
electric shock and burning
with arettes and acid or
threatened with assault and
execution. The Emir and the
Crown Prince expressed con-
cern but said they were unable
to control the thousands of

gun-toting vigilantes.

What seems certain is that
for the foreseeable future the
US will be deeply involved in

Kuwait. Having led an interna- ,

the coming year. The new
a little more than a family

that their country moves to-

.wards a freer, more demo-

cratic system.

There is a further report
that Kuwait would set war-
crime trials. More than 600
Iraqi soldiers and others ac-
cused of war crimes during the
Iragi occupation of Kuwalit
would stand trial soon and
some could face the death
penalty, Kuwaitl officials said.
Charges included murder,
torture, espionage, treason and
terrorist operations, said.
According to Kuwutmhh.
some of the thousands of
prisoners of war held in
Arabia might also be sent to
Kuwait for trial on war crimes.

The oil Shefkhdom
has other serious problems on
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[Is New Kuwait Emerging from Ruins of the Old?
A

questions in the minds of

the ofl front. Two months after
the Gulfl war's finale, the emi-
rate’s ofl flelds reportedly look
More than 500 wells spew
roaring tornadoes of flame ltke
demonic genies whirling their
scimitars. The town of Al-
Ahmadi, an ofl o tions cen-
tre 20km south of Kuwait city,
lies under darkness at noon as
billows of thick, sulfurous
smoke choke the atmosphere.
Gallant efforts are being made
by fire-fighting experts from
abroad to douse what amounts
to a country on fire, .

Another threat to Kuwaiti
oil has lately arisen. Causing

more costly and d t to
produce in the future. The
damage, caused as under-
ground water displaces oil in
an uncontrolled rush u

at unca wells, has been
evident from the steam that
can be seen alongside fires at
some of the more than 500 oil-

well fires set by the | be-
fore they were expe from
the country. Kuwaiti e

said that the dilution of ofl
is a sign of irreversible

to the wells. They llm

apprehend substantial reduc-
tion in Kuwait's capacity to

pump oil over the years to
come.

The writer is a research as-
sociate at the Bangladesh
Institute of Law and

. International Affairs, Dhaka.

Northern Somalia Goes it Alone, Ruined and Penniless

by Alan Rake

HILE the internatio-

nal media concentra-

ted on the flight of
Mengistu Haile Mariam from
Ethiopia and the downfall of
his government, few newspa-
pers noticed that Somalia was
also changing the course of its
history.

On May 18 the former
British Somaliland, comprising
the whole of northern Somalia,
set up its own Republic of
Somaliland. Since then it has
confirmed that its decision to
secede {s irreversible and that
it will not yield to the pleading
of the Mogadishu government
to preserve Somali unity,

Like Eritrea is Ethiopia, the
Somaliland Republic has been
bom out of a guerrilla struggile,
by a people long estranged
from the government at the
centre.

The new state is the cre-
ation of the Somali National
Movemen!t (SNM), a guerrilla
organisation which at first
fought the tyrannical govern-
ment of Siyad Barre almost
single-handed.

The SNM was launched al a
press conference in London in
1981. It was foundcd out of the
disfllusionment and demorali-
sation felt in Somalf over Lhe
national defeat in the 1977/78
Ogaden war st Ethiopia. It
felt Styad Barre had pursued
the wrong cause and been
proved a loser.

The SNM was [ormed
mainly by the Isaq clan, though
some of its top leaders come
from other clan groups such as
the Hawiye. They share a
Britjsh, not [talian colenial
tradition, and their second
language is English.

Millions of Somali exiles
live abroad. Many are Isaqgs liv-
ing in Britain as students or
political refugees. They are a

dominant force 1in the
renowned Somall service of

the BBC.

In the early Eighties the
SNM drew financial and logis-
tical support from Ethiopia. It
set up camps in the Ogaden
desert, along the border of
northern Somaliland and gpade

BMDC affairs

Sir, Having read several
reports and a number of let-
ters in various newspapers

about the mismanagement of
Bangladesh Management De-
velopment Centre (BMDC), |
was inspired to visit the Insti-
tute situated at Sobhanbag in

city. And | saw and heard

the
nothing to be pleased with.

Although there has been a

ban’ on extravagance in all
government-run organisations,
austerity is not followed at
BMDC. Construction works to
beautify the Centre is going on
in full swing while new items
like swivel-chair, wall clock,
new curtains, mats, and other
fixtures are being bought at the
cost of several lakh takas. The
new DG reportedly using two
cars and two drivers whole
time .

Some employees of the
Centre alleged that a certain
Management Councellor along
with one of the most Senior
Management Councellors are
engaged in doing various other
works neglecting their own
work. These two gentlemen
have wvirtually kept

‘administration’ n
HMMh
a Senior Administrative Officer
at the Centre he has to
do except 'sign " where
these two officers are

A new nation is being created, almost unnoticed, in the troubled Horn of Africa. The
Republic of Somaliland has been declared by the rebel Somali National Movement out what
was once British Somaliland. The problems for the fledgling state are enormous: it has no
economy, no regular finance, is shattered by war and plagued by drought. And no one, it
seems, wants to know....
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as Somali Republic

B @ In colonial days Somall peoples were ruled as three countries
under British, French and Nalians

‘ ® At independence in 1960 British and italian Somaliland merged

® French Somaliland became independent in 1977 as Djibouti

posts and blowing up strategic
largets.

The situation changed dra-
matically in April 1988 when
Siyad persuaded Mengistu to
sign a peace agreement. Under
it both countries resolved to
drop support for the rebel
movements they harboured in
their countries.

Ethiopia betrayed its former
SNM allies and closed Radio
Halgan that had been broad-
casting SNM propaganda from
Addis Ababa. The SNM leader-
ship became afraid that it
would be expelied from the
country, or even arrested and

murdered. Such betrayals were
a hallmark of the Mengistu
regime,.

Instead of waiting for the
Ethiopians to drive them out,
they simply put all units into
action and invaded northern
Somalia, their homeland.

Their action was so swift
and decisive it took the Somali
government entirely by sur-
prisc. With remarkable speed
the SNM took the northern
provincial capital of Hargeisa,
Burao and other northern
towns. They tried unsuccess-
fully to take the port of
Berbara, where the US navy
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‘officially’ [as far as the Min-

istry of Industries is con

cerned) unqualified. Otherwise
everything is supposed to be
dene by them. It is al that
some of the bills of the em-
ployees have been held up
while other expenses are tak

ing place.

Allegations have been made
about the Library of the Centre;
books are taken by officials and
their relatives but never re-
turned. The PABX telephone
system of the office is out of
order for past six months. It is
alleged that the ‘line’ has been
cut because of non- nt of
te ne bills. This, interest-
ingly is not the first time the
line has been cut off by the
T&T authorities.

A very high level investiga-
tion was to take to find

out the actual happenings of
the centre but for some myste-

rious reasons though three
persons incl a Joint Sec-
retary has to do the job

nothing took place accord-

The DG's bungalow which
for more
than four years

Eluyccl who demand that the
ungalow be allotted to them
since they have no proper
place to live.

It is that the Min-
istry of Industries will wake up

soon to
BMDC in the national interest.

Latifa Banoo,
Dhanmondi( Dhaka.

City Corporation

Sir, | went to see the new
Mayor of Dhaka by appoint-
ment to inform him of the de"
plorable condition of road, lack
of proper street lightning,
h accumulation of stinking

t my

the miseries of

has facilities.

Siyad's response was swift
and brutal. He hired foreign
pilots, including South
Africans, because many of his
own airforce refused to bomb
their fellow countrymen. He
relentlessly bombed the
northern cities, reducing them
almost to rubble.

Onc visiting Dutch journal-
ist said hardly a building lefl
standing in Hargeisa was more
than one storey tall. Siyad's
troops followed, pursuing a de-
liberate policy of eliminating
the Quirmis, a derogatory term
used by Siyad's son-in-law
General Morgan, meaning "the
rotten ones.”

Morgan's troops razed
whole towns and villages.
Using a typical Somali
mesaphor he said: "It is
essential to sweep away the
broken glass without lcaving a
single piece behind.”

He unleashed officially sanc-
tioned genocide against the
northerners. There was even
evidence that soned gas,
supplied by Libya, had been

OPINION

used in some raids. New
‘Alrican magazine published
photographs of the test kits
used by government troops to
test for poison gas.

Northern Somalia was
raped and traumatised by
Siyad's troops. Mines were
sown everywhere. In largeisa
alone an estimated 50,000
people died in the bombard-
ments and only five per cent of
the buildings were left stand-
ing, according to oflicials
estimates. Millions were left
homeless and hundreds of
thousands fled into Ethiopia.

When the United Somali
Congress stormed to power in
Mogadishu in February and put
Siyad Barre to t, there was
a moment when a new, united
Somalia could have been cre-
ated. But the USC set up an
interim government without
consulting the SNM.

The SNM remembered
when after independence in
1960, the southerners had
taken the premiership and all
the most tmportant ministries
for their own. That time they

had cooperated in the inter-
csts of Somali unity.

Some SNM central commit-
lee members wanted to con-
tinue the tradition of coopera-
tion. Others wanted to seize
the opportunity to break away.

The SNM knew it was the
best organised, most homoge-
neous, and most viable of all
the Somali liberation move-
ments. After weeks of debate
the hawks prevailed.
Independence was declared.

Their country is shattered
by war and plagued by the
drought and famine. It has no
economy or regular source of
finance. War has prevented
normal planting or harvesting.

The new government is
dependent mainly on the funds
of Isaq exiles, but many have
lost their jobs in the upheavals
of Kuwait, Iraq and the Gulf.

Diplomatically the world
does not want yet another
sccessionist regime. The UN
and the sation of African
Unity (OAU) are still trying to
digest the much older and
more justifiable claims of
Eritrea that will soon be asking
for its own independence.

They are worried about
further secession and the
fragmentation of the Horn of
Africa. And the Arab League has
already condemned the seces-

ALAN RAKE is a managing
editor of New African and
African Business and broad-
casts regularly on the BBC.

UZ Courts : A Second Thought

It is well circulated in the civil matters may be even
in the worse.
to be abol-

media that courts

Upazilas are going

The argument of heavy cost-

Courts in the upazilas have

passed the test of time
and people have accepted it

ished soon. Well, some atten- structure involved in retaining well: they now take it as in-
dant inconveniences and con- these courts is not tenable as herent components of their

sequential adversities to accrue allocation for TA bills alone, not daily life. The su
heads of tion of the
transferred subjects expenses, the women

as' resultant effects
follows :-

are as to speak

of other

SeC-

ple, Inl:ludm
, In fact

Concentration of court offi- would involve much more heavy with their heads on now; they

cials in the districts and/or se-

lected locations as the case may

be will overcrowd the already
tern there misused and ropriated.

efficient cost
check and balance is sure distant places
margin purse could not afford them
ers, mohrars, stamp which would otherwise be there would turn this esteem

existing staffing
telling upon the

employment management and

work environment.
Lawy

expenditure every financial year

which can be lum:ilne?
avoided from being wasted,

to skim off a

more esteem and honour
m their opposites in fact
because of tl:n existence of
these courts near at hand. Had
the courts been located at more
the fact that their

vendors and other supporting nothing but unearned income from their opposites into hate
service caterers will be ly of the job holders in the name and envy.

unemployed as they are

find themselves as no match to contingencies

their counterparts based in
districts or
localities.

People of the command ar-
eas of abolished courts will ind Again in the case of abolition of This
harder to seek courts transfer of officials to the dependents,

it com

the
such selected ﬁ:\u:

and

to of superfluous TA bills, office  The social and mental [rame
other of the aflected officials, lawyers,
bles; court budgets do not mohrars, vendors, members of

such generous a extent the

public, Ilitigants and

giving rise to personal access to supporting services caterers

government money at will

may falter at many an occasion.
escalate through their

relatives,

relief elsewhere under their districts or selected places will acquaintanees and then into the

exis

economic order. As a not improve the national ex- general public of all shades-

result lot of incidents will be chequer. Moreover the court including students and workers

sup or not buoy up

the aggri

redress. Tortdre, domination,

intimidation, de

lastly extinction of the weak by
in thousand and one level
indirect ways will be leisurely manner as

direct and

firmly established

Upazila Nirbahi Officers in
public functions
free mixing and general works
of all sorts if vested with the

their state of

responsibilities of cog-
nizance in criminal nces,
granting bail and de some
other works of regular criminal
justice on full time basis may
aggravate the interests of the
commoners and rather add to

largely un-
derutilised

offices vwvirtuall

already housed well and work-

ing in their existing locations.

The overhead and other ex-
penditures of any single trans-

ferred department or office
amount to more than those of a

retained subject, say, in this

Case, a cournrt.

Assit. and

Judges

Magistrates irrespective ol the

are

and establishments set up at heavy giving them ways to raise voice
eved will not get expenditures at the start of again for something more
upazilas will remain vacant,
n and unutilised or
by other upazila nﬂhp;_nihumwhrphy

in a

serious on the issue
infringement of a fundamental

nearcst at

The essence of democratic
setup in this aspect that justice
at the doorsteps of the common
mass will vanish, colonial
centralisation will replace
popular decentralisation which
will mean bouncing back to the
discarded antipeople vested
interests again. The concerned
authorities are requested to
formulate their policy decision

volume of business in their judiciously after a wise analysis

courts are ap

effective ;g synthesis of the pros and

checks to crimes and con- ..., jnvolved in the process

nces — at least taki nto ideration the
the people are getting redress s g Sty

social, economic and polit
environment of the people

The age before the Upasila cxpenses quickly and nearer t woi welfare country.

under
Redress o

their homes even under the

odds of weather conditions and

Mirpur, Dhaka,




