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SIRAJGANJ
Fresh areas
inundated

June 26 : Fresh arcas in
Shazadpur, Chauhali, Kazipur,
Belkuchi and the Sadar upazi-
las here were inundated over
the last 24 hours by gushing
waters of Jamuna entering
mainly through the b hes in
Mlood protection embankment -
of the Water Development
Board.

l.ocal administration sour-
ces sald ncarly 40,000 people
in live upazilas of the district
have been aflfected by the
onrush of flood waters.

Belkuchi Upazila Chairman
Abdul Latil Biswas told UNB
that aboul 800 [amilics in low-
lying arcas have been scverely
alfceted by the fooding of
Jamuna which was receded 4
cm during the period.

Walcers contering through
damaged portions of the WDI3
embankment at Mcghai, Sonali
Bazar and Deara inundated
scven unions of Lthe Sadar,
Kazipur and Chauhali upazilas
while the breach at Badalbart
flooded f[resh arcas in
Shazadpur.

More than 2,600 acre of
standing crops have also been
submerged in Shazadpur by
the fresh flood. Continuous
erosion of the river Jamuna
has been davouring its banks at
Makhra in the same upazila.

The Korotoa, a tributary of
the Brahmaputra, submerged
nearly 1000 acres of croplands
in Raiganj upazila of the dis-
trict, residents said.

FENI
- Diarrhoea claims
3 lives

June 26 : Three pcople in-
cluding a baby died uIP diar-
rhoea in two upazilas of Lhe
district, hospital sources said
here today, reports UNB.

The deceascd identified as
Abul Kashem (24) and Fatema
Khatun (45) of Allokadia village
in Sadar upazila and Morfom
Bibi (2) of Alampur village in
Daganbhuiyan upazila died of
the water-bornec diseasc of

About 38 medical teams are
working Lo combat the disease
in worst-alfected Sadar,
Daganbhuiyan and Sonagazi

uparilas.
PATUAKHALI
102 unions
affected by

cyclone

June 26 : About 102 unions
of Patuakhali and na dis-
tricts have been allected by the

- April 29 dcvastaling cyclone
and tidal surge, reports UNB.

According to Bangladesh
Krishi Bank (BKB) oflicials, at
lcast 24,019 loances of thesc
districts have bcen badly al-
feeted by the rycluin The

of standing creps in
cluding irri-boru, b it ical,
. banana cuc d ik

s and others pol anbimals

perished during the calastro-
r was eslimatled al Taka
16 crore.

It is learnt that the BKD
authoritics have started Taka
831 lakh post cyclone agricul-
in these districts.

BKB sources further said
out of 2.45,778 total loanecs in
Barisal zone covering 11
southern districts, al lcasl
71,313 loanec farmers have
been badly affected by the tidal

zhmmmw
zone, 266 unions have becn

the sources added.

n these 1] disiricts BKB
has taken up a post cyclone
rchabilitation scheme of over
Tk 16.80 crore. The amount
will be disbursed to the afl-
fected [armers as loan to make

us Lhe loss.
Tk 27.19 crore

electric bill
lying outstanding

Jumne 26 : Eleciric bills
amounting o Taka 27.19 crorc
has been lying nuul.l.ml;l::
with diffcrent government
privalc organisalions in Lhc
district. reports UNB.
ing to local Power
Board (PDD)

Upazila roundup

JHENIDAH

11 commit
suicide in
2 weeks

June 26 : Al least 11
inclhuding five houscwives al-
legedly committed suicide in
four upazilas of the district
over the last two wecks, re-
ports UNB.

Family feud, faflure in love,
diseases were attributed to
their suicide.

Of the deaths, four were in
Sadar, five in Shaflakupa, onc
in Kaliganj and one |In
Horinakunda upazilas.

The houscwives

Khatoon (23), wife of Abu
Bakar of villages Shitalidanga

in Shailaku
(30), wife of Abdul Jabbar of
village Kuthidurgapur, Tanu
Rani Pal (21), wile of Ananda
Kumar Pal of village Bankira in
Sadar upazila, Halima Khatoon
(20), wile of Omar Al of vil
Monoharpur in Kaliganj upazila
and Maju Bibi (45) of the samc
upazila allegedly committed
sufcide by taking insecticides.
The four minor girls and
the boys were fdentified as
Mukiti (12), daughter of Abdul
Mannan of village Najirat, Shila
(11), daughter of Amanat Al of
village Kalkula and Albart (15),
of Shaiflakupa upazila and

Nilufar Yasmin (10) daughter

of Atiur Rahman of village
Shadhuhati in Sadar upazila.
They allegedly committed sui-
cide by taking poison.

Of Lhe rest two, Nader Ali
Mollah (55), of village Chandial
Para in Shailakupa upazila
commitled suicide last weck

while Nawab Ali (35) died of
of winc of

cxcessive drinking
Zoradha in Horinakunda upzila.

FARIDPUR

Revolver
recovered

Police recovered one re-
volver, two pipe guns and five
revolver bullets from Faridpur
sugar Mills area, reports UNB.

Acting on a tip, petrol po-
lice challenged a man carrying
a plastic hand ban near the
area on June 17. He, however,
hl':;nngﬁd to escape leaving the

Meanwhile, in another drive
Madhukhali police arrested a
man and recovered one re-
volver, five cocktails from his
possession. .

Two scparate cases were
flled in this connection.

MURADEGAR

Govt firm to
eliminate
corruption

Jum::’: State Minister for
Labour Manpower ul
islam Mia said, it was Eﬁ?'ur
most task of present dcmo-
cratically elected government
to establish a happy and pros
pcrous Bangladesh by climinat
ing corruption [rom all walks
ol our society, reports BSS.

He was addressing
u-;ﬁ of Muradnagar upazila level
officers and elected represen-
tatives at Muradnagar upazila
sadar in Comilla on Thur-fi:;

Mr. Islam urged all con-
cerned to e themselves
in various we activitics by
promoting their efficiency.
They must have reward for

g:d activities and nishment
evil deeds, he :

PIROJPUR
Miscreants violate
pregnant housewife

June 26: A pregnant you
houscwife was violated bynl!
of miscreants in prescnce
of her helpless husband at
Uttar Gazipur village in sadar
upazila.on W . police
said. reports UNB.
Villagers said a gang of
armed culprits entered the
house, tied up Siddipur

prits to book without further
dclay and provide necessary
security for his life, it is learnt

later arrested
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*.¢/| BNP aims at happy
¥ | society : Badruddoza

With the advancement of science many equipment have been developed to husk paddy. But taae modern equipent are

yet to reach the rural people. Photo shows women at a village in Comilla husking paddy by 'Dheki' an indigenous tool.

‘Response to

DINAJPUR, June 26 : How
an organised efforts can result
in the proper growth of
kitchen gardens into an ade-
quate source of nutritional food
for the family members was
demonstrated by a number of
inhibitants in three northern
districts of Panchagarh,
Thakurgaon and Dinajpur.

Most of our people suffer
badly due to high market price
of essential commodities. The
condition of both the middle
class and the poor is equal.
They cannot meet their daily
necessities as the price of
green chili, onion and vegeta-
bles also has increased to a
great extent. Such a situation
has compelled most of people,
specially the house wives to

BAGERHAT, June 26:
Foreign Minister ASM
Mustalizur Rahman has called
upon the people to help pro-
tect the hard carned democ-
racy ol the nation for preserv-
ing fundamental rights of the
pcople as well as cnsuring bal-
anced development of all ar-
cas, reporis BSS.

The democracy of the na-
tion have been earned through
mass movement of the peoplc
ol all walks of life in the past
ninc ycars, he said.

He was addressing as chiel
guest at a public meeting at
Beshorgati Primary School
premises of Bagerhat district
on Junc 22.

Presided over by Paik
Sakhawat Hossain, Chairman
Bishnupur Union Parishad the
meeling was addressed by
Syeda Nargis Ali MP and a
number of local leaders.

Referring to the adverse
impacts ol {lliteracy and popu
lation explosion on the country
the Foreign Minister called [or
combaling thesc national prob-
lems through (ncrecasing
awarcness among the masses.
In this context he said that Lhe
governmenl had made maxi
mum allocation in education
seclor for overall development
ol education in the country.

He further said that effcc-
live programmes were being
launched by the government
for improving the condition of
the people and ensuring edu-
calion and health for all
thercby fulfilling the hopes and
aspirations of the people.

Later the Fo Minister
attended as chief guest the
publication ccremony of Dainik
Uttal at -that city.

Presid over by Atahar
Hossain Abu Mia, Chairman,

SATKHIRA Junc 26: The
Universal Primary Education
Programme in Satkhira dis-
trict is facing a serious sct-
back. There are 614 govern-
ment and 350 new-govern-
ment primary schools in
Satkhira district. It is learnt
that dilapidated condition of
school buildings, uate
furniture, s of teachers
arc ascribed as main hur-
dies deterring the education

programme in the district.
Besides, abnormal price hike
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kitchen garde
encouraging at Northern zone

From Our Correspondent

grow vegetables as far as pos-
sible at their courtyards.

During a recent visit Lo
some houses of these three
districts, it was found that the

young housewives had been
working in their small gardens
early in the monring or in the
evening. Legume. kidneybean,
pumpkin, fruit, sweet potato
and other vegetables have been

grown in their kitchen gar-
dens.

Hasna Hena Dolly, a house-
wife at Station Road under
Thakurgaon town told this
correspondent that her court-

yard was of immense benefit to
her.

Gulshan Ara Begum, a ncwly
married housewife of Haripur

upazila in Thakurgaon district
said that it the housewives
take the courtyard gardening
seriously then one of the major
problems of malnutrition of
the people in rural areas could
be overcome to some extent.

Mrs. Sanjida Kausar, mother
of two children and housewife
of Dhakkamara in Panchagarh
town also echoed similar feel-
ing about the courtyard gar-
dens.

Mrs. Nazmun Nahar Begum,
reporter of the Daily Star and a
housewife of New Town in
Dinajpur town earned Taka
650 by selling vegetables pro-
duced in her garden during

the last one year while she
spent Taka 60 1o establish the

garden.

Mustafiz calls for
protecting democracy

Bagerhat Pourashava, the [unc-
tion was addressed by
Advocate Tayebur Rahman,
Mayor Khulna City Corporation

as spccial guest.

Mrs. Rokeya Begum, a
mother of four children and
housewife of a very poor family
of village Muradur in Birol
upazila under Dinajpur district
earned Taka 1,325 by selling
vegetables produced in her
courtyard garden during the
last one year while she spent
Taka 95 only to establish her
gardan.

During the survey it was
found that ‘kitchen gardening’
is gaining popularity in these
three northern districts now a
days and establishing of the
same in most of the houses is
going on enthusiastically,
Malnutrition can be tackled
and also family income be in-
creased through courtyard
gardening, stated by all.

ULLAPARA (Sirajganj), June
26 : Education and Cultural
Affairs Minister Professor AQM
3adruddoza Chowdhury on
Sunday said BNP government
would take all steps towards
consolidating democracy, re-
ports BSS.

The steps will also material-
ist the dreams of those who
made supreme sacrifices dur-
ing last mass movement
against autocracy, he added.

The minister was lpeakinmf
as chiel guest at the inaugu
function of a residence con-
structed for the bereaved fam-
ily of Shahid Jehad who made
supreme sacrifice on October
10 last in Dhaka during mass
movement.

Presided -over by the
Chairman of upagzila unit of
BNP AY Mohammad Kamal, the
function was addrecssed by
State Minister for Irrigation,
Water Development and Flood

Control Ansar Ali Siddiqui

Members of the Parliament
Mirza Muratuzzaman, M Akbar
Ali, Kamruddin Yaluya Khan
Mijlish and Abdul Mannan
Talukder also spoke on the oc-
casfon.

The Education Minister
said, the dreams of BNP and
Shahid Jehad are the same. It
is possible to materialise thc
drcam of Shahid Jehad
through establishing a demo-
cratic and happy socicty bascd

on justice and equality, he
added.

Obscene films
being exhibited
on VCR

SHERPUR, June 26
Screening of Indian and ob-
scene films on commercial
basis are going on unabatedly
at different places of the
pourashava affecting the
serene atmosphere, reports
UNB.

A group of rowdy youths al-
legedly in collaboration with
law enforcing agencies are en-

igaged in exhibiting blue films

in different parts of residential

areas.
People of different age-

groups including school boys
are the customers of these
film shows. They usually
throng the area and commit

Divorce cases
Increase

BORGUNA, Junc 26 : The
numbcr ol divorcees as well as
marriage ol minor girls arc in-
crecasing in the district in an

alarming proportion, rcports
UNB.
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vacation.

Universal primary e

aged by Nlood, storms, cycloncs
and other natural calamities
during last few years have not
yel been repaired in rural ar-
cas. Due to shortage of benches
and accommodation in many
schools students take their
iessons by standing under the

open air.
Moreover, roofs of many
schools have been ly dam-

aged. Besides, there 1s on suf-
fictent nts for sup-
ply of pure drinking water.
According to the informed
sources, teachers’ quota In
government primary schools (s
not maintained properly some
schools have large number of
students with less tleachers

while schools have
uisite :ﬂﬂ of studcents

Rush of passengers at Chittagong bus terminal after Eid
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Monegr lenders

active

From Our Correspondent

MADARIPUR., June 26

Money lending business at
high interest rate has been go-
ing on all over the distriet. The
poor farmers and middle class
people have become the vic-
tims of this {llegal business.
The rate of interest is Taka

maund of paddy for a loan of
Taka 100 only. The interest is
usually realised at the end of

the week. Paddy fieled, houses,
cattelheads, gold ornaments
are taken as security against
the loan.

The famers generally take
loan from these blood suckers

Chaitra and Baisakh.
Satkhira

adds :

Money lending besinss is
going on in full swing
seven upazilas of Satkhira dis-
trict throwing the poverty
stricken borowers into uncer-

tainity. _
2 dacoits

arrested 1n

Comilla
COMILLA, June

Bangladesh Rifles caught red
handed two dacoits wilh
lovled goods [rom arcas near
Kharera border outpost in
Burichong upazila of the dis-
trict, reports UNB.

According to sources, a
gang ol dacoits afler commit-
ting dacoity in a housec at
Banasua vill in Burichong
upazila were fleeing when a

26

| BDR patrol party challenged

them and nabbed Abul Hossain

of Sadar upazila and Al

The rest,
escape.

however, managed to

|Hu:u1n ol Burichong upaz

From Our Correspondent

cxcess lcachors.
Prices of building
materials up

Prices of comstruction ma-
terials. of thatched houses in
rural areas have increased ab-
normally following the recent
cyclone and tidal surge in
coastal areas of the country.
Nails being an essential item
for buflding houses in rural ar-
tas prices of the same have
gone up 20 percent within
two months. One of one
inch nafls is being at Taka
40 against Taka 32 before the
cyclone, one and a half to four
inch naifls arc being sold al
Taka 30 per kg againsi Taka

“Mfyﬂm have gone

dn faces setback

up o a remarkable extent 24
gauge wire (s being sold at
Taka 59 pre kg against Taka
38 per kg before tidal surge.
Wirc of 14 to 22 which
was sold between 34 and

three to five inch
rods which sold
16,500 a month ago
sold at Taka 18 500
Prices of Chinese made
s have shown
home madce

20 per month or one and a half

during the bengali month of

Our Satkhira Correspondent

in all the

Informed sources said, a
section of money lenders in-
vest thousands of Taka among
the poor villagers at 10 to 15
per cent interest per month.

Farmers and poor section of
villagers -borrow money for
cultivation and to meet emer-
gency needs by mortigadging
their landed property.

Money lending has in-
creased in the district due to
recurrent floods and other
natural calamities which af-
fected agricultural production
for the last few ycars.

Local elite have urged the
government to enact necessary
laws to stop private money
lending business and Take
necessary action against the
violators.

Mujibur visits
erosion affected
Sariakandi

BOGRA, June 26: Stale
Minister for Finance Mujibur
Rahman yesterday visited cro-
sion and food affected areas of
Sariakandi upazila of the dis-
trict, reports BSS.

He went round the erosion
and flood affected areas from
Sariakandi Sadar to Chandan
Baisa to see for himself the sit-
ualion there.

The State Minister found
brecaches at sevcral points on
thc Mlood prolection cmbank-
menlt of Sariakandi Upazila and

it was feared that thc em-
bankment may collapsc al any

timec.
Addressing the rleoph who
gathcred there, the State
Minister said the government
wis Llaking a comprchensive
Elnn lo protect the area from
ood.

mained constant.

Price of a dozen of two and
a hall inch Chinese made
hinges is being sold at Taka 33
against 22.50 while three inch
hinges is sold at Taka 46
against Taka 40 and four- inch
hinges at Taka 110 per dozen
against Taka 95 before cyclone.

Besides, a bag of cement s
sold between Taka 210 and
214 instead of Taka 200 the
205.

According to the traders,
prices of these materials have
increased as most of the con:
signments from abroad have
been badly by sca wa-
ter. As a result, items are
running short of supply com-
pared to the increased de-

a

Prof. Chowdhury said BNP

will take step towards chang-

ing the form of the
ment for giving institutional

shape to democ
Shahid Jehad will

bered in the history or democ-

govern-

. He said
remem-

racy of the country.

Speaking on the occasion
the State Minister for
Irrigation, Water Develo
nn;d Flood Control, Ansar Ali
Siddiqui said the sac-
rifice of Shahid Jel‘nd.uﬂm:lll be
rcmembered by the le for
a long period. He called
upon the people to work unit-
edly for materialising the
hopes and aspirations of the
martyrs of mass movement.

Later, the Minister formally
inaugurated the house. He
talked to the mother of Shahid
Jehad and inquired about her
well beings.

Notes from
Nandail

From Qur Correspondent

NANDAIL, June 286:
Numerous tubewells were ly-
ing inoperative causing acute
scarcity of pure drinking water
throughout 131 villagers under
Nandail upazilas.

According to informed
sources, the number of tube-
wells throughout the upazilas
is quite insufficient to meet

the required drinking water.

IMnrmvcr. 200 tubewells are

lying incapable of pumping out
water due to mechanical and
other disturbances. As a result,
villagers are compelled to
drink polluted water from
ponds and ditches which a
pose a serious threat to their
health.
One commits
suicide

One Abdul Gani of village
Hilochia under Bajitpur upazila
committed suicide by hanging
himself from a tree.

It is gathered that the vic-
tim had a quarrel with his
wife are consequently at late
night he hanged himselfl from
a nearby tree of his house by
twisting lungi round his neck.

An unnatural death case has
been registered with the
Bajitpur police in this connec-

Mosquito menace has as-
sumed an alarming proportion
in Nandail, Kendna and
Ishwar‘?ﬂnj upazilas causing
much disturbance to the peo-
ple of both urban and rural ar-
eas.

[t becomes quite impossible
to carry on work after sun-
down due to severe mosquito
bites. The students are the
worst sufferers as they are
bound to prepare their lessons

The day labourers are pass-
ing their nights amid untold
distress as they are unable to
afford to nets or coils
due to financial hardships.

' 140 madrashas

face closure

Thousands of children in ali
12 unions of Nandail Upazila
are deprived of Quranic cum
primary education as 140
Ebtedai Madrashas faced clo-
sure due to the s of
fund, absence of essential fur-
niture and other [acilities.

It is learnt that following
the circular issucd by the gov-
ernment 140 Ebtedat
Madrashas were opened at var-
jous unions of the upazila in
early eighties. The Madrashas
were provided with govern-
ment grants to hous-
ing and furniture. The teach-
ing stafl were also supported
by government allowance and
the madrashas were function-

very well upto class five
avn‘ a special syllabus in-
troduced by the Madrasha
Education Board.

But suddenly the m-
ment grants were stopped and
the teachers remained unpaid
for several months. At last be-
ing disappointed the teachers
were compelled to leave the
institution in closure
of madrashas leaving the chil-
dren deprived of the Quranic
and primary education.

The student and guardians
urged the government to take
immediate step to resume the
Ebtedai Madrashas for better-
ment of the child education.

According to another re-

port, the pri students of
Nolapara and arcas
of Nandail U are unable
to attend school as the road
link between Kashinagar

Primary Scheol and Nolapara
has been lying disrupted for
want if a bridge ever the river.

The alleged that
the Rajgati Union Parishad
took mno initiative to recon-
struct the old bamboo bridge
which has broken down in
middie of March this year. The

students of schools of
northern bank of the river
have been co to dis-

continue their studies for the
S&Ime .

%ﬁ

Eight thousand sets of
books for free distribu-
tion among the primary school
students at Gaffargown upazila
were pilfered from the store
room recently.



