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Flood situation in |

2 districts worsens

The Jamuna and the Bangali
in Bogra rose abruptly and
crossed danger marks on Sat-
urday submerging a vast tract
of crops while erosion took a
serfous turn in Sirajgan] and
Gaibandha districts, reports
UNB.

Nearly 30,000 people have
been affected with their
houses going under water in
16 villages of Kazipur and
Sadar upazilas in Slrajgnng dis-
trict with further rise of the
Jamuna, Water Development
Board said in Dhaka.

Flood waters have entered
the Health Complex and the
Union Parishad office of
Kazipur Upazila as the Jamuna

rose B cm during the ‘ast 24
hours.

WDB is trying to rebuild
400 feet of flood protection
embankment at Simla village,
which has been damaged by
onrush of waters. Local people
fear that the embankment may
be washed away {f the river
continued to rise.

The affected people ol the
area, mostly day-labourers,
have taken shelter on the old
embankment between Kazipur
and Sonali Bazar.

Erosion of river Jamuna,
the Teesta and the Ghaghot in
Gaibandha district has threat-
ened flood protgction em-

bankments in the Sadar,
Fulchari and Sundergan]
upazilas.

In Bogra, the swelling Ja-
muna flooded 40 villages in

Sharfakandi, Dhunat, Sherpur
and Gabtali upazilas and dam-
aged standing crops like Aus
paddy and chilly in vast areas,
officials and villagers said.

River Jamuna and Bangalli,
both recorded well below dan-
ger marks on Friday. swelled
sharply and was now flowing 7
cm and 77 cm above their re-
spective flood levels.

The Brahamaputra, main-
taining a steady rise over the
past few days, eroded nearly
300 feet of the flood protec-
tion embankment near Nabad-
hari bridge. Gushing waters of
the river also damaged Dhi-

galkandi bridge in Shariakandi
Upazila.
With cessation of rainfall,

flood situation in greater Syl-
het has showed signs of im-

provement, but the Surma atl |

Sunamganj and Kanaighat and
the Kushiara at Sheola and

Amalshi were still flowing
above their respective danger
levels.

Flood Forecasting Centre
here informed that the Surma
was flowing 12 cm above its
flood mark at Sunamganj and
40 cm above at Kanaighat. The
Kushiara was flowing 19cm
above the danger level at She-
ola and 54 ¢cm above at Amal-
shi, the centre said.

District Relief Officer of
Sylhet told UNB over tele-
phone that the rivers in the
district were receding fast as
there had been little rainfall
during the last two days.

Best medicare

From Page 1 Col. §
rashal Urea Fertiliser Faclory
on Wednesday. reports BSS.

Begum Zia gave this instruc-
tion at a meeting with the
concerned high officials of the
factory when she visited the
premises to see the extent of
damage and ongoing repair
work there.

The Prime Minister also in-
structed the officials to ensure
more compensation for the
families aflected by the acci-
dent.

Industries Minister Sham-
sul Islam Khan, State Minister
for Labour and Manpower
Rafiqul Islam Mian, State Min-
ister for Jute Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan, State Minister for
Food Nazmul Huda, local MPs
Moin Khan and K J Hamida
Khanam and Bangladesh
Chemical Industries Corp-
oration (BCIC) Chairman Ne-
faur Rahman attended the
meeting.

Begum Zia also had a meet-
ing with the CBA leaders of the
factory. who pointed out dif-
ferent problems to her. She
assured them of all possible
help to solve the problems.

The leaders, who attended
the meeting. included CBA
President Abul Kalam Bhutyan
and General Secretary Sirajul
Islam.

The Prime Minister talked
to the Additional Chief
Chemist Abu Taleb and Ch-
emist Azharul Islam of the

Yeltsin
From Puge | Col. §
that they spoke about the July

15-17 economic summit in
London of the world's seven
largest industrialised coun-
tries
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factory who had risked their
lives at the time of the acci-
dent to check further aggrava-
tion of the situation.

Begum Zia highly com-
mended them for their
courage, sincerity of duty and
feeling for the fellow workers
and said their services would
be recognised through re-
wards.

Earlier Begum Zia went
round the accident spot and
saw the extent of damage. She
also talked with the workers
present there and enquired
about their welfare.

The officials said a six-

member committee has been
constituted to coordinate the -

treatment of the injured who
were admitted into different
hospitals in the capital

Visits the injured

Begum Khaleda Zia on Sat-
urday went to Holy Family

—

Hospital to see the persons |

who were injured in the acci-
dent at Ghorasal Urea Fer-
tiliser Factory on Wednesday.

The injured persons who
were carlier admitted to dif-
ferent hospitals in the city
were transferred to the Holy
Family Hospital at the instruc-
tion of the Prime Minister. Be-
gum Zia gave the instruction
when she visited the Ghorasal
Urea Fertiliser Factory Satur-
day afternoon.

Begum Zia visited all the 18
injured persons and talked to
them. The Prime Minister also
talked to the family members
of the injured
sured them that the injured
had been transferred to lloly
Family Hospital to provide with
best available medicare.

The Prime Minister also
talked to the attending physi
cians including the Director of
the hospital Dr Ashekur Rah-
man who informed her that
14 injured persons were re-
covering fast and hoped they
would be cured soon. Only one
of the injured persons now
admitted to the Combined
Military Hospital (CMH).

Industries Minister Sham-
sul Islam Khan, Shahidul Huq
Jamal. MP and labour leader A
K M Nazrul Islam accompanied
the Prime Minister.

IDA loan

From Page | Col. 6

the 600 million dollar Fourth

and Health Project.

IDA will also contribute 67

million US dollars to the 95

million dollar LPG Transpor-

tation and Distribution Proj-
ecL

Australia, Belglum. Canada. |

Germany. Japan, the Nether-
lands. Norway
and the EEC are the co-fi-
nanciers of the project.

The LPC Transportation

and Distribution the
sources said. will reduce
Bangladesh's de nce on
imported energy setting up

LPG (Liquefied Petroleum Gas)
construction facilities. a pipe-

persons and as- |
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Urea Fertiliser Factory on Saturday.

(Ghorasal explosion

From Page 1 Col. 4
three to four months, he said.

Meanwhile, the government
Saturday formed a high-pow-
ered committee led by Prol
Igbal Mahmud of the
Bangladesh University of Engi-
neering and Technology
(BUET) for overall investiga-
tion of the explosion and other
related matters. Two other
members of the committee
are : Habibur Rahman, Execu-
tive Chairman of the Board of
Investment, and Dr Shah Mo-
hammad Farid, Additional Sec-
retary of the Industries Min-
istry. Prof Igbal Mahmud was
also a Minister during BNP
rule earlier. The committee
will submit its report in two
weeks.

Earlier., an eight-member
probe body was formed with
the Managing Director of the
Zia Fertilizer Factory as its
head to investigate the inci-
dent.

Mecanwhile. two more ex-
plosion victims of the Ghorasal
Urea Fertilizer Factory died
Saturday at the Dhaka Medical

College Hospital raising death
toll in the accident to 10.
Zakir Hossain (25) and Fa-
zlur Rahman (30) succumbed
to their injuries caused by
burns and inhalation of toxic
gas, doctors at DMCH said.

Five others admitted to
DMCH after being injured in
Wednesday night's explosion
were shifted te Holy Family
Hospital Saturday

Eight people were killed
instantly and 50 others injured
when an ammonia plant in-
stalled by a Japanese Company
in the Ghorasal Factory ex-

ploded during test Wednesday
*night.

Among eight injured
Japanese experts, two were
undergoing treatment at the
Green Eye Hospital in the city.
Six others were under the
treatment ol the Japanese
physicians at the Japanese
Embassy in Dhaka.

According to a BCIC source,
another Japanese expert who
was also injured in the acci-
dent left Dhaka for Japan.

&

damagedﬂ ammonia ﬁ'iant of the Ghnraaal-

—PID photo

Eid Shopping

From Page 1 Col 4

Shopkeepers have put on
display a variety of spices, ghee
(butter-oil) pilau rice and
other items in front of their
shops to attract buyers.

Surprisingly. the prices of
most grocery ilems have re-
mained relatively stable in the
city markets. Only the price of
milk powder has recorded a
significant rise.

The price of the best quality
kaligira pilau rice has re-
mained the same as of last
Eid's at Taka 22 per kilogram.
However, prices of onions,
dried chillies, garlic, ginger,
turmeric and a few other items
recorded a Taka 2 to Taka 3
rise per kilogram after the
budget announcements.

Dried chillies are selling at
Taka 70 per kilogram, ginger
at Taka 24, garlic at Taka 34
and turmeric at Taka 40 per
kilogram.

Soyabean oil is selling at
Taka 37 per kilogram.
However, a 3.5 kg container of
soyabean oil is selling at Taka
150.
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A cattle market in the city. Prices are h:igh:r‘. but the rush of l;ruy-un is no less. —Star photo

Eid-ul-Azha |

From Page | Col. B
of the Eid.

In scparale messages on
Saturday the Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
and the Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia conveyed their Eid
greetings to the people.

In his message Justice Sha-
habuddin called for upholding
the ideal of service Lo others in
the spirit of Eid-ul-Azha.

Begum Khaleda Zia urged
the people to take a vow to
dedicate to the welfare of the
society by being imbued with
the Islamie ideals of fraternity
and sacrifice.

All national newspapers and
magazines have brought out
special supplements, articles
and features on the signifi-
cance of the holy Eid. Radio
Bangladesh and Bangladesh
Television are putting up spe-
cial programmes.

By Saturday temporary sac-
rificial antmal markets sprang
up all over the country.

In Dhaka City a total of thir-
teen such markets were

| opened. Supply of animals was

Price of cattle was

good.
| slightly higher than last year's

and goats were cheaper, said
some city dwellers.

Movement of both pedestri-
ans and vehicular traffic in city
streets became thin by Satur-

mber of -

' to celebrate the Eid with rela-

tives.

The three inter-district bus
terminals at Gabtali, Mohakhali
and Saidabad. the Kamalapur
Station, and the
Sadarghat inland water trans-
| port terminal experienced a
| heavy rush of passengers.

The main Eid-ul-Azha con-
tion in the city will be

id at the National Eidgah at

| 7.30 am on Monday .

Besides, four congregations

| will be held at the Baitul

Mukarram Mosque at 6.15 am,
7.30 am. 8.156 am and 9 am.

In case ol
weather the main Eid congre-
gation will be held at the Baitul
Mukarram Mosque igstead of
the National Eidgah.

Other Erd congregations in
the city will be held according
to the following timings:

7.30am — Dhanmondi Ei-
d Maidan, Dhaka University
play ground, Mohammadpur
Residential Model College
Maidan, Kataban Mosque, Mag-
bazar Kazi Office Mosque,
Kazipara Jaame Mosque. Lal-
bagh Masjidur Gafur, Uttara |s-
lamic Education Society Jaame
Mosque, East Rampura Salam
Bagh Jaame Mosque.

8.00 am — Rajarbag Police
Lines Mosque, Lalbagh Shahi
Mosque, Jamea Islamia,

Baitun-nur Jaame
Mosque, Jute Research Jaame
Mosque.

8.15 am — Kataban Mosque.

8.30 am — Dewanbagh Pak
Darbar Sharif.

9.00 am — Rajarbag Police

England avoid

follow-on
Sports Reporter

West Indies were Zero
without loss when stumps
were drawn in their second

after dismissing E
land 384 runs at the 'S
on Saturday.

Robin Smith, who was 148

not out. was the hero ol Eng- !

land team which struggied the
whole day yesterday to avoid a
follow-on.

Bad light stopped the third
day's play 10 minutes before
time and resume bat-
ting with being no rest

day.

inclement |

| “Mher the accident

Heavy rainfall in
northern, coastal

areas likely

By Staff Correspondent

The northern part and the
coastal areas of Bangladesh are
likely to experience moder-
ately heavy rainfall during the
next three to four days. The
central part of the country is
likely to have variable skies
with one or two showers ev-
eryday during the period.

Azizul Hossain, Deputy Di-
rector of Bangladesh Meteoro-
logical Department told The
Daily Star that the south-west
monsoon was weak over
Bangladesh for some days.
Thus there was a recess in
rainfall and the day lempera-
ture continued to rise.

He said that a low was spot-
ted over east central bay on
Saturday. The low is expected
to turn into a depression
within a couple of days before
crossing to Orissa coast in In-
dia.
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We can attain
self-purification

by doing good: Home-made

Shahabuddin

Acting President Justice

Shahabuddin Ahmed has said
we could achieve the |
true Muslim if the of al-
truism and service could be in-
jected in all of us in the spirit
of Eid-ul-Azha in this grief and
poverty-torn society, reports
BSS,

ry of

In a mes on the eve of
the holy Eid-ul-Azha Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed. while

conveying his Eid greetings to
the nation, said, the holy occa-

sion again ap carrying
divine glory of highest sacri-
fices for dcmnatrntl:ﬁiuﬂ al-
legiance to Almighty :
The President said, the his-
torical basis of Eid-ul-Azha,
one of our main us festi-
vals, is the unfettered source

of inspiration for every reli-
gious-minded Muslim.
He said. the holy occasion

teaches us that the real way
lies on sacrifice and not on
sensual pleasures for emanci-
pation and getting nearness to
Almighty Allah.

Justice Shahabuddin said,
we could attain self-purifica-
tion through devoting our-
selves to doing good to others
and we could attain the re-
spect of a true Muslim by car-
rying out our due responsibility
towards the society.

The holy Hajj performed
during the Eid-ul-Azha helps
establish the universal appeal
of Islam, the religion of hu-
manity through cementing
brotherhood and equality of
mankind.

Khaleda's call
to take firm
pledge to serve
society

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia on Saturday called
for taking a firm pledge tc
serve society and the country,
inspired with the great

|

|

ideals of Islamic brotherhood
and sacrifice. reports BSS.

While conveying her Eid
greetings to the countrymen in
a message on the eve of the
holy Eid-ul-Azha, Begum Zia
said sacrifice, unity and fra-
ternity are the teachings of
Islam. "We must follow these
teachings in our private and
social life,” she observed.

The Prime Minister said
the historic background of
Eid-ul Azha was to make
supreme sacrifice to achieve
the proximity of Almighty
Allah, the merciful.

Begum Zia called upon all to
pray to Almighty Allah so that
we can serve the people. the

| country and the nation by ad-

hering to the path shown by
him.

She also conveyed Eid
greetings to all the muslims of
the world, “Let the holy Eid-ul-
Azha bring happiness to all”,

she said.

Hasina's call
to establish
happy society

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and chief of Awami
League Sheikh Hasina on
Saturday called for establishing
a happy and exploitation free
society keeping forth the
teachings and significance of
the holy Eid-ul-Azha, reports
BSS.

"The éternal call of the Eid
for equality will be fruitful if
crores of poor people can
share their happiness with the
affluent.” Sheikh Hasina said in
A :
Sheikh Hasina said Islam
teaches us to keep away from
corruption, exploitation, brib-

, atrocities, lawlessness and
other social vices and to create
a society full of happiness and
eq‘;]t':?uﬁ bandhu had
wanted to establish a society
based on the ideals of [slam

ing basic needs for the
people but the difference be-
tween man and man was now
spreading after he was killed.

Referring to the people al-
fected by the history's worst
cyclone recently, Sheikh
Hasina said the happiness of
Eid was now a nightmare to
them in the face of rising
prices of essential items.

Angry crowd blocks
road as 2 killed in accident

MANIKGANJ, June 22: An-
gry people barricaded trans-
ports, including a minister s
car, after a villager and his son
were killed in an accident at
Tepra bus stand on the Dhaka-
ﬁhl highway today. reports

Witnesses said a
minibus from Dhaka hit
Habibur Rahman (30) and his
son Jewel (7) of village Tepra
from behind while riding a bi-
A et oo B Sl

son
jurhlllthlM

about
stranded for an hour during
the road blockade. State Minis-
ter for Finance Mujibu
man, on way to Bogra, also had
1o halt.

gers, including two women,
were injured.

More than 300 buses with
1800 passengers were

r Rah-

The State Minister dis-
cussed the matter of
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Ahmedabad

AHMEDABAD, June 22: Poisonous home-made |

iquor has

killed 26 people and sent 65 others to hospital in the west

Indian city of Ahmedabad,

police said today. At least five of

those who drank the illicitly-brewed spirits have lost their
sight, a police spokesman said, reports Reuter.

Winnie Mandela in court again

JOHANNESBURG, June 22: Winnie Mandela, who is
already under threat of a six-year jail sentence, was back in

court here briefly

Friday. Mrs Mandela, the wife of African

National Congress (ANC) leader Nelson Mandela., and other

ANC suppo

rters were in a Johannesburg magistrate’'s court on

charges of obstructing traflic and resisting arrest, reports

AFP.

From Page 1 Col. 4

Venkataraman in New Delhi on
the same day that the northern
state troubled by Sikh sepa-

ratism was originally due to go
to the polls, PTI said.

Malhotra reportedly told
the President the postpone-
ment announced Friday by the
Election Commission had de-
moralised administrative and
security forces officials in

Official sources said that
Malhotra had a 20-minute
meeting with Venkataraman
and that he had sought a
meeting with Narasimha Rao.

Railway track blown up

Saboteurs blew up a stretch
of railway track in a bid to dis-
rupt train services in Punjab as
nine more people died in the
northern state, where polls set
for Saturday were postponed
because of Sikh separatist vio-
lence.

Kashmir governor
summoned
India’'s new government
summoned Kashmir's chief
administrator to New Delhi
Saturday for discussions on
the bloody Muslim secessionist

Rao's first step

campaign in the northern
frontier state, officials said in
Jammu,

Girish Chandra Saxena, the
state’'s Governor, {s to leave
Tuesday for the national capital
to brief the cabinet of Rao.

The summons to Saxena
came a day after Rao's
Congress(l) party took office.

Paramilitary reinforcements
were deployed in sensitive dis-
tricts of the Kashmir Valley,
where Muslim militants have
in recent weeks stepped up
attacks on security bunkers,
pickets and patrols, efficials
said.

AIADMK leader and Chief
Minister designate of Tamil
Nadu, Miss Jayalalitha, Sat--
urday said her government
would launch a 'Severe crack-
down' on the LTTE in the
state.

In an interview to All India
Radio., 'Madras, she said the
LTTE was deeply entrenched
in the state and had estab-
lished an elaborate communi-
cations network. With proper
direction. the state police and
administration ecould weed out
the militants, she added.

Article on Page 4

Sirajul Ha

From Page | Col. 7
thought it was important to

clear his position in order to
remmove any confusion that
ght arise regarding the na-
ture of the case, the defence of

. the accused and the role of the

|

. meel

|
|

|

lawyers particularly his own.

Sirajul Haque said that he
was facing some practical diffi-
culties in conducting the case
because he was not allowed to
his client since the
judgement on first case.

He said that a prior discus-
sion with the client was
essential in a case of this na-
ture, because without it a
lawyer could not find out
when, how and at what cost
the articles and money were
acquired.

He said that the lawyers
should be allowed to meet
there client and his wife,
which should be immediately

- granted and arranged by the

=

- government.

He said that after the arrest
of Ershad's brother-in-law
Mustafizur Rahman. they found
it difficult to contact Ershad or
his wife and as such he [ailed
to prepare his arguments to
proceed with the case.

He said there would be no
alternative but to express his
inability to continue defending
Ershad it he was not allowed
to meet Ershad.

When asked he replied in
the negative that Mamata
Wahab Ershad’s sister-in-law
was helping him in this case.

He said that he could not
talk with Ershad from a dis-
tance of six feet as was allowed
by the jail authorities.

He further said that the ac-
cused has been continuously
alleging non-provision of ade-
quate facilities in the jail, in a
room without ventilation and
other basic necessities.

When asked if he verified
whether the statement of his
client was true or not, Sirajul
Haque said that the Attormey
General had visited Ershad at
the instruction of the Court
and asked the jatl authorities
to take necessary measures to
provide adequate facilities to
Ershad

Haque said that during the
first case Ershad he
was allowed to talk to him and
there were no problems. He
said that the Attorney General
had arranged all facilities to
talk to his client.

About the judgement on the
arms case he said that he
would make a Writ petition to
the superior court for the ends
of the justice for which he
collected the certified copy of
the case yesterday.

He said that the arms case
would not ‘amount to moral
turpitude, rather it was a
technical offence but the pre-
sent case on amassing wealth
would be a case of moral turpi-
tude if it was proved in the
court.

On his acceptance of the
arms case against Ershad.
Advocate Sirajul Haque said
that his fession was ser-
vice-oriented and that legal
practitioners were committed
not to deny such assistance ir-
respective of easte, creed and
political belief.

He said that in 1982 he also
defended BNP ministers and
workers in the Martial Law

courts when they sought his
advice.

He did not reply about what
amount of money he got from
this case but said that his fees
related to the second case had
not yet been realised.

He said that due to pressure
from different quarters, his
friends and relatives he was
compelled to accept the case.

He further said that Ershad
also told him that he had a
constitutional right to choose a
lawyer and when Ershad chose
him. he was under moral pres-

sure to aceept it
He said that he still be-

longed to the Awami League.
When asked whether his res-
ignation was accepted by the
Awami League. Sirajul Haque
said that he did not know.

However one of his juniors
who was present at the press
conference said that the resig-
nation from the presidium was
accepted by the party.

Strajul Haque said that the
steps taken by the govern-
ment not to allow the Defense
Counsel was not appropriate
Iega;]{lglaﬂ that the jail code of
the British period was not be-
ing followed when the citizen
of a democratic country ex-
pected more facilities.

When asked why some of
his colleagues did some uneth-
ical jobs during their meetings
with Ershad, Sirajul Haque
said that he did not know
anything about it and said he
would advise all of his juniors
that no one should do any mis-

despatching letters

Advocate | also
opposed the of shift-
ing the venue of the Court to

near the Central Jail. He said
that the venue proposed by the
Prosecution was a di t
place to reach by any means of

transportation, whereas the
nt venue was quite suit-
able for holding the Court.
The press conference was
not attended by Barrister Kazi
Shahdat Hossain. However his
juniors and other lawyers de-
puted from the Jatiya Party
were present at the press con-
ference.




