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THOUGHTS ON EID-UL AZHA —FBegmg

ESTIVALS come in the
F life of every nation. Our

rel festivals are
only two — Eid-ul Fitre which
comes after 30 days of fasting
and Eid-ul Azha which
reminds us about the sacred
sacrifice of Ibrahim (Ra) of his
own son in submission to God's
will — is ensuring. We all love
and long for this precious day
to come, as it is a day of
festival; by slaughtering cows
and sheep in God's name,
taking special foods, and
hmdng nor:tnl and family unions
we join in the festivity. Even if
the people are poor and the
Itving standards are going

down with the growth of
population beyond all
proportions making this

world's most densely popu-
lated area, the festival time is
indeed different. We tend to

E for a daz of our poverty.
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Young and old, rich and poor
all try to swing in the air of
festivity, Therefore, the words
of caution, and the words of
dismay raised by philosophic
pandits' are not heeded by
many.

One of such question raised
at the time of animal sacrifice
each year in the dearth of sac-
rificial quality animals in the
context of Bangladesh. Tk 880
million spent annually for im-
port of powdered milk is the
other result of indiscriminate
elimination of cattle wealth by
calamities and man-made
calamity, which is sacrifice
during festival of Eid-ul-Azha.
This year also the cows and
goats will be sacrificed, prob-
ably, by fewer number, and
then this would be replenished
by smuggling low quality ani-
mals from across the border.

Main point to ponder at this

==

time serfously is more of phi-
losophy than of commerce.
The sacrifice we make each
year is only symbolic in nature.
At least that is the way it was
designed by Allah. After all,
how many of us can think of
sacrificing our own child
whom nourish just like a
sapling, feed it and educate it
? But God's view is rather dif-
ferent from our's "As they are
not your children, they are the
sons and daughters of lifes

lo for itself.
through you, but no mcamc

So by urd:ﬂng Ihrahlrn {Ra] to
slaughter his own son, God
made it crystal clear that His
love for us is deeper and more
significant than a nt's love
for this child. Therefore it is a
day which teaches us to rely
the will of God.

Another significance of the
day is that, nothing that you

own, really belongs to you. Nei-
ther your body nor your soul.
let alone your wife, children
and material wealth. Do we
really sacrifice anything {from
amongst our sins, our be-
haviour patterns, our wrong
ways of life ? Can we give up,
for instance, smoking, drink-
ing. speaking ill of others, do-
ing harm or thinking harm of
neighbours, stealing, taking
bribes and so on ? This is the
sacrifice God wants from us.

Not only to slaughter a cow or
goat in God's name but to burn
the evil inside us and to seek
holy the spirit by remembering
Ibrahim's sacrifice. It is said
that you give but little when
you give a part of your posses-
sions, but it is when you given
yourself, that you truly give.
The blood of animals or its
meat does not reach Allah. It

Kurbani — a

[PROM the beginning of the
creation, God has, thro-
ugh his messengers de-

fined the code of life in true

rspective. If we trace the
history of Islam, we shall find-
that from Hazrat Adam down
to the last Prophet Hazrat
Muhammad (SM) — religion of
all the Prophets was Islam. In
Islam. God is one, Holy Book is
one and race is one. The Holy

sacrifice, which is customary,

after performance of the Hajj
is just an institutional
ceremony having deep and
under-rooted essence and

significance.
As a Muslim, we know that
Hazrat Ibrahim (AS) was

blessed with his noble san
Hazrat Ismail (AS) at the age of
86, generally an age when
people become too old, to be
tested of his unflinching faith
nr.u:l spirit ul"sat:ril'in::t for God.
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When God ordered Hazrat
Ibrahim (AS) to rebuild the
'‘Kaba Sharif,’ his son Hazrat
Ismail grown up, and Hazrat
[brahim (AS) engaged himself
and his son Hazrat Ismail (AS)
to the task of rebuilding the
‘Kaba Sharif'. Under scorching
heat of the sun, young Ismail
developed wound on shoulder.

Buying clothes for the dear ones is an essential f

rt of the festi vity
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may fill the appetite of some of
us, but it does not benefit our
souls.

It is said that poor people
can have the taste of meat at
least once in a year but the

distribution system is such
that it ends up in the deep
fridge of the wealthy for th:

‘remaining year. The skin of
slaughtered animals is also al-
lowed to deteriorate in many
cases.

My suggestion would be
mainly to myselfl : May Allah
grant me the understanding to
appreciate the true signifi-
cance of this great festival, the
sacrifice of Ibrahim (Ra) of his
son Ismmil at the instance of
God, in a dream. We must be
prepared to accept God's will
as thc final goal, of our life.

Symbol of Sacrifice

For carrying stones from dis-
tancce. Seeing the condition of
his beloved son, Hazrat
Ibrahim (AS) advised him to
use a piece of cloth on the
shoulder so that he would feel
ecase. It was quite natural on
the part of a loving father. At
this, God put Hazrat Ibrahim
(AS) to the greatest test of
sacrifice in history. When the
rcbuilding work of ‘Kaba Sharif
was over, Hazrat [brahim had
drcam in three consecutive
nights to sacrifice his dearest
one for the sake of God. As
Hazrat Ismail (AS) was the
dearest of all to Hazrat [brahim
(AS). he got prepared to sacri-
fice him at the altar of God.
When Hazrat [brahim [AS) nar-
rated the dream to his son, he
readily agreed to be sacrificed
at the alter of God.

Test passed

Though Hazrat Ibrahim (AS)
physically and mentally was
prepared to sacrifice his son.
he made him blind-folded, lest
the sight of blood might make
him shaky. After having so
done, when he pierced Lhe
knife through the throat ol his
son God sent a "ram” which
was slaughtered tu Lis place
Alfter opening Ui eves. and o
his astonishment, he lound his
loving son Ismail standing
laughing by his side. llusrat
Ibrahim was eved and la
mented to God for his folly. But
God said, "Oh! Ibrahim, you
have performed your duty and
passed the test.” This was the
incident which had led to the
festival of Sacrifice (Eid-ul
Azha). Thus the custom ol holy
sacrifice has come in vogue in
Islam.

This custom of holy sacri
fice is nothing but a testimony
of man's selfl-sacrifice and
humble submission to the will
of God; his tmplicit faith and
beliefl in Him. his determina-
tion and courage to bear the
burden of sacrifice. The llll
Prnphtl after performing

. introdu the l}'ll‘.tm ol'
hn sacrifice; it is just sem-
blance of the sacri made
some hundred years ago by
Hazrat [brahim - The un-

ralleled spirit of sacrifice set

Hazrat im (AS) is the
basic teaching of the present-
day animal sacrifice,
"Kurbani'.

Question may arise, how
slaughttﬂn? ul' a dumb inno-
cent and can be an act ol
picly? The Holy Quran has
clearly
Flesh and blood of the animal
do nol rcach God, only the
spirit of humble obedience and
sacrifice of the person coneern
reach IHim." In Islam. no cer
cemony is bascless and mean
ingless. It has its cssence and
significance hidden in 1t The
practice of animal sacrifice
which has become customary
and a part of the religious rites

has, many implications.

Many implications

First, it gives a person a
rare chance, once in a year, to
show his gratification to God,
of his wealthy by spending a
portion of his hard-earned
money in an honest way. He
love to God
more than his love for money.

Secondly, it is symbolic
of animals and

and wild passion. He develops
a feeling that he should not be
like an animal being killed or
slaughtered. A humane feeling

staled lhal Cod said -

develop in him.

Thirdly, the poor. who can
not afford to l:n.r_v‘|Ir meat and eat,
can get opportunity of eating
meal of the sacrificial animal
by the well-to-do people. as
one-third of the total meat of
the sacrificed animal is dis-
tributed among the poor and
close relatives and neighbours
who have no ability to partici-
pate in this holy festival of sac-
rifice.

Fourthly, it offers a unique
chance of fellow-feeling and
co-operation among the neigh-
bours by way of Inter-changing
of meat of the sacrificed ani-
mils

Filthly, killing of animals
indircetly, inspire people to
rear and breed the animal for
[uture so that the process of
sacnlieing of animals may con-
Liue.

[astly. the act of distribu-
tion of meat of the sacrificed

animal brings smile in the lace

of the poor and destitutes.
Sacrifice for the sake of others’
happincss and pleasure s the
keynote of animal killing.

This custom of holy sacri-
fice is unique and divine ex-
ample of one's love to God.
Islam preaches the spirit of
sacrifice and love; which s
cmbodied in this custom. No
vther religion has taught and
rcached such unique spirit of
supreme sacrifice.

If we can realise tho
esscnce of the holy sacrifice,
we shall be ablc o rise above
all petty-sclf, and temptation,
ol course, it is difficult w ovver-
come worldly love, affection
for children, hearth and home,
but God wants that one should
rise above all these and devote
himselfl fully to the love of the
eternal world. God has given
"Nafs under strict control and
rise above all as Hazrat I[brahim
(AS) could do. even by sacrific-
ing his beloved son. His love
for son was an unconsidered
triﬂl matter as against his

nl% In a nutshell,
man's I]:Ih'". of sacrifice is
tested in this holy custom of
animal sacrifice — "Kurbani".

People should not pursue
their lives after worldly gains,
they should realise the eternal

rid. In his each and every
act, he should prove his belief,
faith, love and humble submis-
sion as have been prescribed
in the Hadith and the Holy
@Quran. This disciplined life.
spirit of self-sacrifice. uncon-
dittonal surrender to God, bear
the real essence of the holy
sacrifice and the brightest ex-
ample of the dedicated soul as
ordained in the Holy Quran
and the Hadith.

We. as Muslims are per-
forming Halj and holy sacrifice
every year. It has become a
custom, which has lost its very
csscnce and spirit. We do not
realise the basic teaching of
the sacrifice. We do not try to
inculcate the spirit and exam-
ple set by the Holy Prophet
(SM). Re should not be
inte according to our
own convenience and personal
gains because islam is a com-

te code of lfe. It should not

construed politically or in
other way to suit one's own
purpose. The custom of
sacrifice has a far-
fect in the society. It teaches
universal brotherhood, love,
fellow-feeling for each other —
which we have completely for-
gotten.
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ID is a special time for

all Muslims, and the
estimated 17.8 million
Muslims who live in China are
no exception. The 200,000
Chinese Muslims of Beijing will
be celebrating Eid along with
their Muslim brethren all over
the world, in a few day's time.
Although there are small
communities of Muslims from
Xinjiang in Beijing, the major-
ity are Muslims of Chinese ex-
traction called the Huf Min,
who are probably descendants
of those Chinese who con-
verted to Islam when it came

. lo China in the seventh cen-

tury.

The Niujie mosque is the
centre of the Muslim quarter
in Beijing and most of the Hui
Min live here. The shops in
the area are predominantly
Muslim, and have Arabic
names side by side with the
Chinese. They all sell halal
food, while halal meat is on
sale every Friday outside the
mosques for the people who
come for prayer.

Eid is an oflicial holiday for
the Muslims. The Eid prayers
at the mosque arc a popular
ritual. There i{s a festive atmo-
sphere at the mosques, where
the prayers arc attended not
only by Chinese Muslims but by
the expatriate Muslim popula-
tion. Students, visitors and
diplomats from 29 Islamic
countries congregate with the
Hui Min for prayers, mainly at
the Niujie Mosque.

The 1000 year-old Niujte in
the centre of the city is one of
the most ancient and beautilul
mosques in China. The interior
is decorated in the tradition-
ally omate Chinese style in red
and gold interspersed with
Arabic calligraphy. The Niujie
has a fine collection of Korans
from various Islamic countries,
some of which are very old. In
the compound are the graves
of the two Muslim saints who
brought Islam to Beijing. The
Imam of Niujie Mosque is an
eminent personality who re-
ceives scores of Muslim over-
seas visitors each month.

After Eid prayers the cus-
tom of the Hui Min is to call on
friends and neighbours, carry-
ing gifts of sweet and salty
pancakes and doughnuts for
each other. All the members of
the family traditionally get new
clothes, while the children re-
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ceive extra gifts of money and

All the rituals of Islam are
faithfully observed by the Hui
Min. The Hui Min have Muslim
names along with their
Chinese names. Young children
receive religious instruction
from their clders, usually their
grandparents, al an carly age.
When the children are about
six years old they may begin Lo
attend religious classes at the
schools attached to the
mosques. They learn orally, by
Hstening and recitation. When
they are older they may opt to
become Imams or religious
teachers in which case they
join the institutions of Islamic
studies. Otherwise they may
just study Chinese translations
of the Koran if they wish.

Although young and old
people alike are religious, the
young have less time for prayer
because of their work sched-
ules. However, the important
occasions in a Muslim's life are
still marked by Islamic ritual.
When young people marry,
they have the traditional
Islamic cercmony as well as
the oflicial civil ceremony.
Newborn babies are brought to
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Muslims Await Eid

the Imam for blessings when
they are a few days old. Even
the funeral rituals in a country
which now favours cremation,
are carried out in the Islamic
way. Namz-e-janazas are held
larly at the

All Muslims who can afford
o do so, try to go on pilgrim-
age il they can. Approximately
1500 to 2000 Chinese pil-
grims go on Hajj annually.
Formerly, the bulk of the pil-
grim traffic consisted of the
clderly but of late the pilgrims
include many young people,
both men and women. For the
last two years CAAC has intro-
duced direct flights to Jeddah
for Chinese pilgrims.

Chinese Muslims take great
pride in their religion and its
traditions. They are always

ha lo receive visilprg,
csgape:?;ally during the 'ﬂnfy

month of Ramadan. A visit to
any of the 2400 mosques in
China will testify to the fact
that Islam is well and flourish-
ing in China.

The author is a [ree lance
writer who lives in Betfjing {
with her diplomat husband.
She is a regular contributor to
The Daily Star

E X
o

HITN AN STER AN (IR IR S| YA BT PACS TS g SR
ﬁmmﬂu?wmmﬁmmﬁﬂmmmd
SR (TR & FALE FT WA S HWCTR W | AW SIA 7] JA
el T | W ™S @ g Wi I, e qefy
(P (TR TN (AR (T8, F WIS Wi (7% | e
g — ofTw Hemera

ifSTst AewEoig

mﬂi}flb'mCﬂIﬂiim’ﬁiWﬂﬂﬁ'nﬁ?m
| o0 BIF cuwMITy IWeew vy B

% JRY 9 oW,
e Vg Wiy

LU

5 a2 ™ (W x9e-29/w



