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ISLAMABAD, June 19: The
Pakistani opposition de-
manded extra
tion today for fits . the
former Premier Benazir
Bhutto, following a wave of ter-
rorist incidents in the country,

reports AFP.

Farcoq Leghari, the deputy
opposition leader In parlia-
ment, called for the increased

a day after the mur-
der of an anti-terrorist m‘;‘n
Judge who was tryi E
Bhutto's husband, A:ﬂ' Ali
Zardari, and other Pakistan
wMMM-

law and order situa-
tion in the country, particu-
larly in southera Sindh

is deterforating day
day.” Leghari said at a press
conference. -

A rash of political murders,
and train rob-

beries Iin recent weeks
"symbolise the utter faflure of

Governor of Sind. the Interior
Minister and the r of
the National Assembly request-
ing extra police protection for
Ms Bhutte and other party
leaders whose lives, the party
said, are in danger.

Leghari said two

cars re-

cently “chased” Ms Bhutto's
car to her residence In
Karachi. ¢

"A government which ca
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the province.
"Every crime in Sind is au-

Love for their
Bangladeshi
friends

BEIWJING, June 19: Over
1,100 yuan was presented to
visiting Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister Begum Khaleda Zia at the
Diaoyutai State Guest House
here this afternoon, reports
Xinhua

This amount was collected
by some 1,900 pupils of the

China-Ba h Friendshtp
School in Beijing from their
pocket money.

In a letter, to the Prime
Minister, a little girl read that
when they enjoyed Interna-
tional Children's Day on June 1|
this year. "Her classmates
could not help thinking about
their little friends living in the
cyclone-striken areas of
Bangladesh.”

“In order to express their
concern and [riendship, every
one of the pupils saved some of
their pocket money to give to
their friends”, the girl said.
She said that though the
amount is small, it represents
their feelings and love for their
Buml: friends.

Zia shook hands
with each of the seven repre-
sentatives of the school, saying
she hoped they would grow up
quickly and S0 as to
make further contributions to

promoting Bangladesh-China
friendship.

Power workers'
strike ends

By Staff Correspondent

The 72-hour strike by the
workers and employees of the
Power Development Board
(PDB) ended Wednesday morn-
ing. Different trade unions of
PDB had called the strike to
realise their five-point de-
mands.

The strike caused wid-

read power disruptions in

city and elsewhere in

_the country and consumers

had to suffer.

Some areas in the city re-

mained without power for two

while production in the

trial areas was

due to power d 1

PDB sources said that

power supply situation in the

affected areas was brought
back to normal yesterday.

30 hurt
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Rangpur Super Market when
they were returning from DC
office after submitting a mem-
orandum demanding Ershad's
release.

Before submittin the
memorandum the JP Id a
rally at Shapla Chattar
premises.

The groups blasted several
crackers in Super Market ar-
eas and used lethal weapons.
The JP workers allegedly
brandished fire arms during
the clash, witnesses said.

~ Police fired tear gas shells
and rubber bullets to disperse

natically
Legghart sald, adding tha
had to rom
null:ul::-'u on Tuesday
of Judge Nabi Sher Junejo,
whio down in car along
wit h his bodyguard and driver.

Zardari's lawyers were con-
fide:nt that Junejo would have
giveen favourable verdicts in the
cot cases for which Ms
Bh utto's husband is being tried
heie, said.

Leghari showed reporters

copries of a Karachi evening
ne'wspaper which reported
Juine 13 that terrorists had
thr eatened to blow up special
couirts, saying the article
proved the rnment was
awsire of the terrorist threats

"Ceremontal
eremonia
reception

BEWING. June 19: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
was accorded ceremonial re-
ception at the Great Hall of the
Peop le by Chinese Prime Min-
ister Li Peng here this morn-
ing, 1'eports BSS.

Asi the motorcade arrived
and Begum Zia alighted from
the car at the western en-
trance: of the Great Hall of the
Peophs, Li Peng warmly re-
ceived her. She was escorted
to the: presentation line and
introdvaced to the Chinese high
officialks.

Bangladesh Prime Minister
was thien took salute from a

! turned-out contingent
of the Chinese Armed Forces.
She later inspected the Guard
of Honour. The National an-
thems of the two countries
were plkayed and 19 gun salute
boomed into the air to herald
her official goodwill visit to
China. R elated story on Page 5

Begum Zia
visits Great
Wall

BEWING, June 19: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
today vis ited the Great Wall of
China, reports BSS.

Begum Zia accompanied by
the Chin¢:se Minister in wait-
ing. drove in a motorcade to
the Muti:anyu section of the
Wall which is about 165 kms
(100 miless) north of here. The
section hias been opened re-

cently.

m Zia took the cable
car arad walked along the
Wall

Khaleda: China

From Page 1 Col. 4
in various in international fo-
rums and helped each other.
"China attaches great im-
portance to the development
of {ts relations with
Bangladesh,” Li said, adding,
"such relations will not be af-
fected by any changes in the
international situation.”

Tiaiwan

Referring tio the Taiwan sit-
uvation he said China did not
accept Taiwan's contention of
"One China One Taiwan" nor
did it believe in the indepen-
dence of Taiwan. He, however,
sald China wrould not object
Taiwan carrying out trade and
commerce with other coun-
Lries.

Begum Zia expressed her
gratitude for the warm hospi-
tality shown to her and her
entourage simce she arrived
here yesterday and expressed
the confidence that this visit
would contribute to the
strengthening of relations be-
tween the two countries.

Begum Khaleda Zia invited
Prime Minister Li and Madame
Li to visit Bangladesh and said
the people of Bangladesh were
cagerly awaiting their visit. Li
accepted the invitation.

The Bangladesh Prime
Minister also invited Chinese
Family Planning Minister and
Machine Building Minister to
be present during the forth
coming inauguration of the
200 mw thermal power station
in Chittagong. She also wel-
comed Chinese participation
in the development of Bara-
pukuria coal project at Dina-
jpur.

Begum Zia attended a ban-
quet hosted in her honour by
Chinese Prime Minister Li
Peng at the Fang Feiyuan Villa
of State Guest House.

Prime Minister Begum Zia
was received by Li and
Madame i when she arrived
at the Villa.

Heads of diplomatic mis-
sions of SAARC countries and
scnior Chinese leaders and olf-
ficials attended the et.

The member of the en-
tourage of the Bangladesh
Prime Minister inclpding For-
eign Minister Mostafieur Rah-
men, State Minister for Energy
and Mineral Resources Dr K
Mosharraf Hossain, Jahanara
Begum MP,. Amanullah Aman
MP and Barkatullah MP, at-
tended the banquet.

e

the clashing groups.
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Wednesday.

Acting Chairman of Jatiya Party Moudud Ahmed addressing a public meeting

Opposition Bench Members
of Parliament on Wednesday
called for a national consensus
on basic economic issues with
a view to building a self-relian!
economy with the participa-
tion of all.

They criticised the gov-
ernment for the taxation mea-
sures proposed in the new na-
tional budget. The burden of
new taxes will have to be borne
by the poor, they said while
taking past in the discussion
on the Finance Bill, 91.

The State Minister for
Finance Mujibur Rahman
moved the Finance Bill after an
hour-long debate as to whether
the bill could be moved at a
stage when the members of
parliament could not end gen-
eral discussions on the budget.

Awami League MP
Sudhangsu Sekhar Haldar
raised a point as to what the
MPs would discuss about if the
Finance Bill — containing pro-
posed fiscal measures — was
passed. AL MPs Salahuddin
Yusuf and Tofael Ahmed spoke
in support of Haldar.

In reply Khandakar Delwar
Hossain, Chief Whip, of the
Treasury Bench, MK Anwar,
Minister for Shipping, Mujibur
Rahman, State Minister for
Finance and Nazmul Huda,
State Minister for Food said
the bill would be passed at a
later stage.

The bill had to be moved
now to enable MPs to have
enough time to discuss it, be-
cause after the Eid vacation
little time would be left for
this.

The Deputy Speaker ruled
that there was no Jegal bar on
moving the bill at this stage.
The bill was then moved by the
State Minister for Finance.

Those who took part in the
discussion on the bill were :
Rashed Khan Menon, Suranjit
Sengupta, Tofael Ahmed of the
Awami League, Shahjahan Siraj
of Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal,
Jamaat MPs Maulana Md

Finance Bill discussed in p

By Staff Correspondent
Md. Ruhul Quddus, AL MP Abul
Kalam Azad and JP member
Mogsud Ibne Aziz (Lama).

Rashed Khan Menon of

Workers Party said that the
Laxation proposals made in the

Finance Bill reflected an anti-
people outlook of the govern-
ment.

He alleged that the bill did
not provide for ending the au-
tocratic system of the last nine
years. The people had fought
not only to change an auto-
cratic ruler but also to change
the system, he said.

Menon criticised the gov-
ernment for not proposing
measures to recover bank
loans from defaulters.

He said that the Value
Added Tax (VAT) would add to
an already inflationary situa-
tion. Poor people would have
to bear its burden indirectly.

He said new taxation pro-
posals had already contributed
to a rise in prices of edible oil
and old garments at the cost of
the poor.

Duty on dividend income
would discourage savings
which the Finance Minister
proposed to increase, he said.

Suranjit Sengupta said that
the Finance Minister in his
speech criticised autocracy but
did not propose any measure
to end the autocratic system.
He said that there could be no
democracy if the economy re-
mained dependent on foreign
aid.

Sengupta alleged that taxa-
tion measures pro in the
budget were dictated by
donors. The poor would have
to bear its real burden. '

The Finance Minister
talked about free economy, but
did not clarify how to encour-
age local industrial output, he
said.
The Ganatantri Party leader
called for a national consensus
on economic issues to make
the economy self-reliant.

Tofael Ahmed alleged that
the new budget was based on

Sakhawat Hossain and Shah _prescriptions of the World

arliament

Opposition wants consensus
on economic issues

Bank and the International |

Monetary Fund. Subsidy on
agriculture was reduced and
new tax on gas and water pro-
posed.

He said that under the bud-
t prices of soyabean oil and
Hpoint pen used by the

common man were increased |

whereas price of white cement
was lowered. The poor would
face hardship, he said.

Tofael med urged the
government to establish the
supremacy of the political
leadership over bureaucracy.
and to end corruption.

He deplored that the gov-
ernment had failed to reduce
the price of diesel used by
farmers to pump water for ir-
rigating land.

Shahjahan Siraj urged the
government to arrive at a con-
sensus on basic economic is-
a:nel with a view to enlisting

e participation of all to en-
sure rapid economic develop-
ment. An atmosphere conduc-
tive to national consensus was
now prevailing in the country.
he said.

He said that even after 20
years of independence not a
single budget was prepared
with an independent outlook.

He said that the United
States — the richest capitalist
country in the world — sub-
sidised agriculture whereas
the Finance Minister had pro-
posed to withdraw such sub-
sidy.

Shahjahan Siraj said without
improving the lot of the farm-
ers and workers no economic
development was possible.

He said that prices of most
essentials increased following
the announcement of the new
budget and that the govern-
ment had fafled to control the
market. |

The budget did not tax
those who could pay it. He
criticised the government for
proposing to reduce tax on
white cement and air eondi-
tioner.
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in front of Baitul Mukarram Mosque
—Star photo

Moudud

From Page | Col. §
shad government in Decembeg
last year.

Moudud alleged that his
was not allowed to con-

test the February 29 parlia-
ment elections freely and that
his party had been subjected to
political harassment and re-
pression. He termed Ershad'’s
conviction and various cases
against the former JP minis-

ters and leaders as examples of

injustice and oppression
against his party men in the
name of democracy.

"We were told that if we
resigned, elections would be
free and fair,” the former Vice-
President said, "but there was
a hidden truth in it, which we
would not know. We were not
allowed to participate in the
polls freely like other political
parties,” he said and added,
"had we known the truth, we
would not have resigned and
would take alternative steps”.
But he did not elaborate.

Moudud said although Er-
shad was removed, nothing
had changed. The same system
was virtually continuing and
instability was persisting. The
JP leader criticised the Gov-
ernment for widespread vio-
lence in the educational cam-
pus and condemned the au-
thorities for not taking actions
against the terrorists,

Presided over by the JP
Acting Chairman, the meeting
was also addressed by, among
others, JP Secretary General
Shah Moazzem Hossain, cen-
tral leader Syeda Razia Fayz,
Jatiya Sramik Party president
Shah Mohammad Abu Zafar,
Jatlya Jubo Sanghati chief Sai-
fur Rahman, JP city unit gen-
eral secretary Abdus Salam,
Jatiya Sechasebak Party gen-
eral secretary Shalh Mostan Bil-
lah, city Mahila Party leader

, Towfiqga Karim and Sangrami

Chhatra Samaj convenor Igbal
Hossain Raju.

Yeltsin

From Page 1 Col. §
being warned that continued
military crackdown in the
Baltics and a retreat from the
reforms he started would lead
to demands for his ation,
Gorbachev realigned himself

with the reformers, Yeltsin
said

From Page 1 Col, 8
India's 10th general elections,
but lacking a clear majority.

Janata Dal's dilemma

India's main centrist oppo-
sition party is facing a dilemma
over what role it should play in
the post-election scenario
dictated by voters' uncertain
verdict. '
The issue has led to differ-
ences in the Janata Dal led by
former Prime minister

{ Vishwanath Pratap Singh, with

a section pressuring the

leadership to join a cong:::{
ernment, '

ﬂ eni, press Tepnrtu

VP Singh outlined in a
interview the
dilemma facing his party,
which by today had won less
than 40 seats but was expected
to play a significant role in the
uncertain post-election phase.

If the Janata Dal joins a
coalition headed by slain
former Prime Minister Rﬁ:v
Gandhi's Congress (I), e
Hindu-revivalist Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) will be the.
principal opposition in parlia-
ment, he said.

"We cannot afford to leave
the whole field for the BJP,
which - would benefit from the
ne fallout of such a coali-
tion," added the 59-year-old
former Prime Minister in the

Tuesday night interview.

"We have been the
opposition’s role a good
opposition is just as
for the democracy,” be-
spectacled politician said.

At the same time, the hung

elections and the "many
crises” facing the nation dic-
tated that the Janata Dal
should not hinder the forma-
tion of a durable government,
he said.

The initiative for realign-
ments, however, lay with the
Congress (I), which has
emerged as the single largest
party in parﬂamen‘ébut without
a clear majority, Singh said.

In separate remarks to the
Indian Express published to-
day, the Janata Dal leader indi-
cated his would support
a Congress (I)] government
without joining a coalition. The
backing, however, would not
be unconditional, he said.

"A party's commitment to
the nation and cooperation at a
higher level does not méan be-
coming courtiers,” he was
quoted as saying. "We are not

to be courtiers.”

e Congress (I[) has not
announced what it proposes to
do — form a coalition govern-
ment, a minority government
or seek the support of splinter
groups from other — as
it grapples with the task of
choosing a prime minister-
designate,

Party chief PV Narasimha
Rao said on television that the
Congress (I) would first form a
government, then negotiate
with tential allies for
"de able support.”

Identical newspaper re-
ports said the Janata Dal was
divided on whether it should
sit in the opposition or joining
a government, with at least
two senior leaders, Ajit Blng
and Biju Patnatk, favouring

coalition theory.

Patnaik was the first to call
publicly for a coalition, and on
Tuesday he told the press
there was "no alternative to a
coalition” because India could
not afford another election.

"The people should get
used to a coalition at the cen-
tre," said the respected and
outspoken veteran, who is
Chief Minister of eastern
Orissa state.

Ajit Singh, an important
leader in the Hindi-speaking
heartland, was more circum-
spect, saying only, "We want a
stable government since no-
body is in favour of an elec-
tion"

The five-party National
Front fought the elections in
alliance with a powerful
Communist front, and both
have made it clear that there
was no possibility of their
breaking up over the issue of
support to the Congress (I).

e communists have
firmly ruled out the possibility
of their joining a coalition
while being sympathetic to the
Congress (1), and the majority
opinion within the Janata Dal
too favoured propping up the
party from "outside," press re-
ports said.

The second successive hung

parliament has led some ob-
servers to predict that one-
party dominance had ended,
ushering in an era of coalition
politics

India's politicians were

‘urged by an Economic Times

editorial to "learn to live with
coalitions since the era of one-

party rule is more or less

Rao-Pawar power tussle continues

over,” and asked the Janata
Dal and the Congress () to
take a "good, hard lock" at the
prospects of joining forces.
The Indian Express echoed
The Times, asking all parties
to adjust themselves to the
idea of "coalition politics."
Related stories on Page 5

Clash at DU

By DU Correspondent

Tension mounted further
on jthe Dhaka University cam-
pus Wednesday afternoon fol-
lowing a clash between rival
student groups backed by
Awami League and JSD (Inu).

Hasina

From Page 1 Col. 8
alternative to parliamentary
form of government for institu-
tionalisation of democracy.

Addressing the office-bear-
ers of the students union of M.
C. University College,
Government College,
Madanmohan College and
Government Commerce
College of Sylhet, she said the
form of government should be
determined according to the
joint declaration of three al-
lances. :

Sheikh Hasina said the rul-
ing party breached pledges
like waiving ultural loan
upto Taka ten ;

The government has
the electronic media into a
campaign instrument for the
ruling party instead of making
tl::dmm- body, she al-

The Midnight File

- on South Africa

WASHINGTON, June 19 :

pared to lift US economic sanctions on

month in
tration

President George Bush s pre-

South Africa next

to its dismantling of apartheid admints-

12 killed in Karachi gunfight
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fac

tions of a political group in Pakistan's biggest Karachi,
doctors and police said. reports Reuter. e

New Jordanian cabinet sworn in

AMMAN, June 19 : Jordan's
Prime Minister Taher al Masri and

Hussein today swore in
new cabinet, a Palace

spokesman said, reports Reuter.

2 more suspects in Rajiv murder held

NEW DELHI, June 19 : Indian

arrested two

more suspects, including a Sri Lankan national in connection

with the murder of

Rajiv Gandhi and claimed
established the involvement of Tamil militants

late Tucaday and G

G?Hmwenﬂlﬂlm‘ meet Sunday

LONDON, June 19 : Finance ministers and central bank

governors of the Group of Seven

cies will meet in London on Sunday, British officials said. re-

ports Reuter.

all farm loans upto Tk 5,000
party's elec-

prohibitory action. ‘

Bank has issued
a circular this week to the
concerned banks to identify
the loanee farmers, who de-
serve the waiver benefit, and
write off their agri-credit im-
mediately.

Finance Ministry sources
told UNB W the spec-
ified amount of farm loans
taken till March 1 this year

all interests.

Annoyed by the mment
decision., World M’m; learnt
to have blocked approval of
agricultural eredit to

IEh“ﬁ‘::ll.lﬁlntqr. however, de-

cided not to waive loans taken
by providing wrong informa-
tion, fake name and by any
fraudulent means. )

If any loanee had repaid
part of his loan, the balance
will be written off.

Farmers having more than
one loan will get the waiver fa-

Ershad
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order of the Home Ministry for
formation of the committees to
make inventory and dispose of
the materials found in the
Sena Bhavan.

Major (retd) Momtazuddin
deposing before the Court said
that he issued the order for
the formation of the Inventory
Committee at the instruction
of the higher authorities.

The defence did not cross-
examine the witnesses as the
senior lawyer of the Defence
Advocate Sirajul Haque did not
appear in the court yesterday.
Advocate Sirajul Haque
however sent his son Advocate
Anisul Haque to listen to the
proceedings. Sirajul Haque was
sick, said his Junior Mosharraf
Hossain Kazal.

When brought to the Spe-
cial Court yesterday Ershad
looked nervous and broken
hearted. .

After adjournment of the
proceedings he was allowed to
consult his lawyer Barrister
Kazi Shahdat Hossain.

After the proceedings the
accused Ershad told waiting
journalists that he was swim-
ming in the sea with his hands
and legs tied but that he would
file a Writ petition in the supe-
rior court.

He said that he was a Presi-
dent and now an elected MP,
adding at one stage "I don't
need any lawyer. If anyone
wants to punish me he can do
it easily."

The accused said that the
Judge of the Special Tribunal
trying his arms case had
ordered the preservation of
the arms in the Toshakhana
and asked if those were not
gifts why would they be sent to
the Toshakhana ?

After hearing of the case
the Prosecution side submitted
an application to the Judge in-
forming him of the govern-
ment decision to shift the
Court from Gulshan to a house
adjacent to the Central Jail.
But the Defence Counsel
pleaded that the Court should
not be shifted as the place ad-
jacent to the jail was not suit-
able for the accommodation of
so large a number of stafl and
observers.

The Prosecution lawyers
were also not will to shift
the Court. They that the

Government took the decision
for some obvious reasons, but

wlml.hllpﬂ: donors’

would be written off along with

World Bank blocks agri-credit
Farm loans upto
Tk. 5000 waived

The government has waived

cility if the aggregate of their
princi amounts does not
e Tk 5,000.

But, the sources pointed

out, if the aggregate c

the g Rott, asus o

the credits would be written
off
against the

Certificate cases
exempted farmers will be
withdrawn, and they will fur-
ther be considered as bonafide
loanees for fresh credit, they
said.

Credit

programmes | of
tive Bank
and Bangladesh Rural
Deve t Board will also
come under the waitver.
According to sources,
monetary involvement of the
exemptions will be Tk 700
crore at the maximum.

VAT

From Page 1 Col. 7

facturing level for all items
barring a few, is to be imple-
mented from July 1, 1991 as
announced by Finance and
Planning Minister Sailur
Rahman in his budget speech.

The representatives of the
operational multinationals and
foreign-owned manufactu ,._
and other units at Wed
meeting observed that
procedural arr ments like
framing of rules, registration of
companies, rebate and other
provisions for the stock of raw
materials and finished prod-
ucts for enforcement of VAT
were yet to be completed.

It would be impossible to
finalise arrangements about
the same to prepare the

nd for the operational go

VAT by June 31 because of
public holidays for about a
week on the occasion of the
Eid-ul-Azha, they noted.

They said that the mere en-
actment of laws for introduc-
tion of VAT would not suffice
for its operational go.

“The laws provide for puni-
tive measures for violation of
VAT conditions but we are not
still clear on many issues relat-
ing to VAT. How can penal
provisions be then made oper-
ative from July 1 77, they said.

The representatives of
some multinationals pointed
out that the E version of
the VAT laws not been
made available to them.

hile. a FICCI delega-
tion led by its President A
Hasnat Khan will meet the’
Chairman of National Board of
Revenue (NBR) today
(Thursday) to apprise him of
the critical difficulties which
the business would face in the
event of any 'hurried’ moves
for the enforcement of VAT.
More on Business Page 8

Moral turpitude

From Page 1 Col. 4

The Atto General said,
"The higher the offence the
higher the responsibility.”

Deviation from such responsi-
bility definitely construed an
offence of moral turpitude he
added and said. "the posses-
sion of illegal arms by ex-
President H M Ershad is an act
of gross trresponsibility.”
He said, "In this context |
y firm in my conviction .




