Come 1o CHITTAGONG Come 10

[ BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT |

The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.

We Cordially invite you fo try owr Beautifully

prepared andh Beautifully presented authentic
THAI CUISINE ond SEAFOOD in the cosy
atmosphere of a LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHITTAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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Deposits in national
savings schemes sho-
wed a high growth
performance in
1990-91
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Dhaka Day by Day

Hamiduzzaman's
flights of fancy in steel
and brass show there
are artists in Dhaka
who are very much
abreast with world
trends
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Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed has re-
| a message of felici-
from US President
George Bush on the occasion of
Eid-ul-Azha, reports BSS.

India offers
Tk 60m grant

India W offered a
grant of Taka 60 million to
Bangladesh for the purchase of

railway equipment and other
accessories, a

Commission press release said,
reports BSS.

Awami League President
and Leader of the ition
in Parliament She Hasina

regt, party
sources said Wednesday night
reports UNB.

BEWJING, June 19: China
will provide Bangladesh with
an interest-free loan of 60 mil-
lion yuan (40 crore taka ap-
prox) of which 50 per cent
would be commodity aid and
the rest project aid, reports
BSS.

The Chinese government
had also offered to supply 200
small power tractors suitable
for Bangladesh terrain.

These offers were made by
Chinese Prime Minister Li
Peng to the visiting Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
during the official talks held at
the Great Hall of the People
here this morning.

Shortly after the ceremontal
welcome accorded to the
Bangladesh Prime Minister,
the two leaders held exclusive
talks for over 40 minutes,

At the official talks lasting
for more than one hour., Be-
gum Zia and Prime Minister Li
exchanged views on interna-
tional situation and matters of
bilateral and common interest.

Prime Minister Begum Zia
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brieled the Chinese Premier
on the devastations caused by
the recent cyclone and
thanked the Chinese govern-
ment and the people for the
help and assistance they pro-
vided to Bangladesh in relief
and rehabilitation work.

She referred to the Febru-
ary 27 elections and said the
elected government was
putting its efforts to institu-
tionalise democracy in the
country. Recalling her visit to
China in 1980 with her hus-
band Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman, Begum Zia said "now
I am here as a representative

of the people.”
She said China was a tradi-
tional good friend of

Bangladesh and had always
stood by it. China has always
come forward with economic
and other assistances for social
and economic progress of

esh.

Li told Begum Zia that
Bangladesh and China had al-
ways been good friends. "The
friendship started by the late

TRSESTEES —_—— e

DHAKA THURSDAY UNE 20, 1991

President Ziaur Rahman had
developed speedily since
then,” he said.

The Chinese Prime Minis-
ter said that China was a very-
large country and with its pop-
ulation increasing by 17 mil-
lion annually. it had man},r
problems of its own. "But
within its limited capacity,
China will extend all material
and other help to Bangladesh
from time to time,” he said.

In this context., Prime Min-
ister Li referred to the recent
cyclone and huge losses sul-
fered by Bangladesh. He also
referred to the changing world
situation and said the devel-
oped world and the developing
countries should work in close
harmony for their mutual
benefit.” All countries, big or
small, should have a say, he
observed,

Li said both Bangladesh and
China had similar views and
perception on Major interna-
tional issues. He said his coun-
try had cooperated Bangladesh

See Page 10 Col. 2
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welcoming ceremonies on Wednesday in Beijing.
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| Be1jing values ties with Bangladesh, will provide assistance despite financial constraints : Li
China traditional good
friend, says Khaleda
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Peng review the hunuur guard during nfﬁmnl
— AFP photo

ENP; submits amendment bill to Acting President today |

Referendum to cost Tk 22 cr

The Treasury Bench-initi-
ated Constitution amendment
bill, providing for switching
over to parliamentary form of
government, will be submitted
to the Acting President for his
approval today. The bill needs
President's clearance as a ref-
crendum to endorse the pas-
sage of the bill will involve an
expenditure of Taka 22 crore.

Law and Justice Ministry
received the bill on Wednesday
and scrutinised the various
provisions. Law Minister Mirza
Golam Hafiz (s expected to
submit the bill today to the
Acting President for his clear-
ance. A Law Ministry source
told The Daily Star that the
Acting President would ap-
prove the bill moment. But
he hinted that as the referen-
dum would cost Taka 22 crore,
the Acting President might
take it to the cabinet for ap-
proval. In that event the bill
may be cleared after Eid.

Available reports suggest
that the 11th Constitution
amendment bill, 1991 will be
placed before the House by the

By Reazuddin Ahmed

end of the current month.

The Law Ministry is work-
ing on two other private mem-
bers' bills regarding
Constitution amendment. One
of the bills has been proposed
by Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament and
Awami League leader Abdus
Samad Azad, and the other one
has been submitted by Rashed
Khan Menon. These two bills
will alse need -Presidents
clearance.

it may be mentioned that
any bill which will involve any
expenditure for fits popular
endorsement will require
President's clearance. The

Constitution amendment bill:

changing the fundamental
clauses will require referen-
dum {f passed two third
members of parliament. ' The
referendum will be organised
by the Election Commissfon in
the same manner as the gen-
eral elections are held.
Article 142 of the
Constitution provides that
amendment of the Constitution
will require two thirds of the

total number of members of
parliament. Two hundred and
twenty members will be re-
quired to vote in favaur of the
amendment bill. After the pas

sage of the bill amending
Articles 48 and 56, it will be
presented to the President for
his assent. The President
within seven days afier the bill
is presented to him will put it
to a referendum.

A referend am- under Article
142 (1b) shall be conducted by
the Election Commission
within such a period and in a
such manner as may be pro-
vided by law, amongst the per-
sons enrolled in the voters list.
If the result of the referendum
is positive, then it will be
deemed that the president has
assented to the bill.

Reliable sources told The
Daily Star that there might not
be major differences between
the Treasury Bench's and the
private members, bills except

that Abdus Samad Azad secks

. NEW DELHI, June 19 :
Forty-three Congress (I) mem-
bers of the Indian Parliament
have demanded an election to
choose a prime minister-des-
ignate, rejecting a consensus,
as the race for the top post
heated up, reports AFP.

The MPs released a state-
ment here Tuesday night
throwing their weight behind
Maharashtra state Chief
Minister and pranc ministesial
aspirant Sharad Pawar's de-

Total seats 543
Elections held 511
Results declared 492
Congress (I) 220
BJP 117
JD 51
CPI (M) 35
CPl 13
SJP’ 5
TDP .
AlIADMK 11
JMM 6
Shiv Sena 4
{:UML o ?
ongress
{Jth:rs —_— 15

mand for a secret ballot.

Pawar. 51. and party presi-
dent PV Narasimha Rao, 70,
are the two main contenders
for the post. Rao's supporters
have been trying to forge a
consensus in his favour and
avert an election.

The statement was signed
by several newly-elected MPs
from Pawar's power base, his
home state of Maharashtra
where he led the party to a
remarkable performance.

' Rao for consensus, Pawar favours
secret ballot as race heats up

Rao said on television
Tuesday night that he did not
believe the Congress (I)'s
overwhelming success in one
state should influence the
choice of prime minister-des-
ignate, saying 'this has never
been a consideration’.

The Congress (I) is hoping
to form a government with the
support of secular parties after
emerging as the single largest
party- in p#ffi@ment from

See Page 10 Col. 3

Movement soon
for Ershad's’
release, says
Moudud

By Staff Correspondent

Former Vice-President and
Acting Chairman of Jatiya Party
(JP) announced Wednesday his
party would launch a move-
ment to secure release of ex-

to revert to the parliamentary | President HM Ershad.

sysiem as was envisaged in the
1972 Constitution.

Wealth amassing case adjourns till July 1

I don't need lawyer, anyone can
punish me, Ershad tells newsmen

Will it be considered an
act of moral turpitude?

By Moinuddin Naser

By Staff Correspondent

The Special Judge Court
trying deposed President Er-
shad on charges of amassing
wealth and grabbing lmrcm
ment property was again ad

Ministry Abdu Chowd -
hury and ty Secretary
(Security) of 8: Home Min-
istry Major (Retd) Momtazud-
din were produced by the
Prosecution.

Attorney General Aminul
Haque examined the wit-

NESSCH .
Deposing before the court
of the Home

Joint
A.'hdul Hamid Chowd-

Mini
hury of the
Ses Page 10 a’?

Simmers persist in and
around the High Court
whether the illegal possession
of arms will be considered an
offence of moral turpitude or
not.

This debate came up after
the judgement in the arms
case against Ershad, because f
the offence amounted to moral
turpitude Ershad would cease
to be a member of Parliament.

The Constitutional Clause
66 (2) (d) describes "a person
shall be disqualified for elec-
tion as or for a member
of Parllament who ...... (d) has
b®en, on conviction for a erim-
inal offence involving moral
turpitude, sentenced to im-
Mnomnl for a term of not

less than two years, 'I.ll'lltll a

period ufﬁveycm has clapsed
since his release.”

When asked whether the
illegal possession of arms
would be a matter of moral
turpitude the Attorney General

hmlnulqum:rcphedmm:

affirmative.
He said that the word
moral turpitude had not been

defined in any law, but the ju-
dicial decisions on different
cases had defined, construed
and interpreted the word

Now after the conviction in
Ershad's arms case it is in the
minds of many persons,
whether illegal jon of
arms 18 an offence of moral
turpitude, he added.

See Page 10 Col. 8

| has

BNP

Deposed President Ershad
been sentenced to 10
years' rigorous imprisonment
for possession of illegal arms.
Addressing a public meet-
ing in the city, the first since
the conviction of Ershad on
June 12, Moudud blamed the
present Government for re-
sorting to oppression on JP

men after the fall of the Er-
See Page 10 Col. 6

30 hurt in
JP-BNP clash

at Rangpur

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, June 19 : Atleast
30 people including two police
men were injured in a series of
clashes between the support-
ers of Jatiya Party (JP) and
at Rangpur town on
Wednesday afternoon, police
and eyewitness said.

Two petrol pumps
dozen of vehicles including a
Fire Service extinguishers
were damaged by the JP work-

ers.

A JP worker, Anwarul Hugq
was admitted to Med-
ical College hospital and the
rest were treated at private
clinics.

Witnesses said about 300 JP

supporters engaged in clash
with BNP supporters near

See Page 10 Col. |

I don t like Gorbachev: Yeltsin

WASHINGTON, June
Boris N Yeltsin, on his first
visit to the United States since

19: interview with Ted
the ABC television nctwrhl

"Nightline” programme.” He's

Koppel on

being elected President of the inconsistent. He has s

Russian republic,

says he for a period of time, and then

-

and a |

Steps for implementation
of VAT inadequate : FICCI

Star Economic Report

The enforcement of Value

Added Tax (VAT) should be

deferred at least for a month
because of "inadequate”
preparations for its
implementation .according to
the members of Foreign

Investors Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(FICCI).

The FICCI members held a

meeting on Wednesday at
Bangladesh Oxygen Limited
(BOL) with Chamber President
Abul Hasnat Khan in the chair
to consider the implications of
VAT on the operations of their
units.

The VAT which would re-
place sales tax at importation

stage and excise duty at manu-
See Page 10 Col, 38

No alternative
to parliamentary
form : Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League Chief and
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina said
on Wednesday her party was
determined to continue demo-
cratic movement aimed at the
emancipation of the people

- and stressed that there was no

See Page 10 Col. 6
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doesn’'t like Soviet President under pressure from other
Mikhail Gorbachev very much forces, he may change his de-
because the Kremlin leader is cision. That tsn't a good thing.”
inconsistent and bends under Yeltsin, speaking through

A meeting of pressure, reports AP, an Interpreter. criticizsed
members Yeltsin's slap at his chief of ﬂnrhlcl'mphr what he called

today at 9- g 1 state and erstwhile ri- the Soviet leader's “half-
conference room val came just a few after hearted decistons, changing
sition at the Jatiya he had praised Gorbachev on his position, he goes first o !
H-..CZ:f Th:ﬂqhm“?k the right, then to the left.
Opposttion Md victory in Russia's first These are the main
geed ol concerned. democratic presidential clec- qualities which | don' like AL BARAKA BANK BANGLADESH UD.

parlia mentary ton. about him."

leaders, 10 be presemt at the MMﬂfﬂnlu—lth-T-h-ntﬁ- “To a extent, | don't Recently, however, after The Bank Which 7 ares
meeting reports te reporters in Washington —AFP photeo like him.,” Yeltsin said in an See Page 10 Col. 6



