Rains worsen

ages in between
the old and new embankment
— Palashtali, Naton Nagha and

A arca ncar Meghai
College, Meghal Hat, Kazipur
Sadar Union Parishad
and Kazipur Thana have been
inundated following rains and
rising Jamuna.

Meanwhile, ereosion along

the Jamuna, still well
below its danger m-tv
ened Belkuchi Police Station
and officials said that they

ood situation

tant documents of the station
within a few days.

The Water Development
Board sources here warned
that the situation in Moulvi
Bazar. and Parshuram
will , with the rise of
the rivers Manu, Khowai and
the Muhuri due to heavy rain-
fall.

Continuous rainfall in the
catchment areas of the Mphuri
caused abrupt rise in its water
level at RParshuram yesterday
and the river was 106
cm above its flood level, the
Flood Forecasting Centre said.

The Surma at Sunamgan)
and the Kushiara at Sheola
were {lowing 43 cm and 24 cm
above their respective danger
marks this evening, the Centre
informed.

River Someshwari at Durga-
pur, flowing above its flood
level since Sunday, is likely to

t have to remove Impor- rige further.

42 more police

stations likely

By Staff Correspondent

A proposal to set up 42 new
police stations is under con-

sideration of the nt,
Prime Minister n Khaleda
Zia told the Jatiya Sansad
Monday in to a question
from Nazrul Islam of
Awami League.

Answering another question
from Ebadur Rahman Chowd-
hury of Jattya Party she said
that the Police Commission
Implementation Committee
has recpmmended supply of
transports to all police sta-
tions. The recommendation
will be implemented when al-
locations will be available.

Begum Zia who also holds
the Home Affairs portiolio said
the government will examine
the necessity of setting up new
river police stations to ensure
sccurity and safety of the peo-
ple. AL present there are one

river police station at Chush-
mara in Kurigram district, and
49 river police outposts else-
where in the country, she said.

Answering
from ATM
she said that a total of 1,042

lice personnel including of-

cers were dismissed from
service on charges of cornip-
tion since 1972,

In reply to another question
from Abdul Matin Khasru
(Comilla-3), the Prime Minis-
ter said twentythree retired
Army officers were now in po-
lice service.

She said none of them are
on deputation. The Ministry of
Establishment appointed the
retired army officers to the
police force following sugges-
tions from the Ministry of
Home Affairs, she said.

Hasina
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be permanently uprooted from

the campus following the fall of |

the Ershad regime.

She said the expectation
was that a true atmosphere f0r
education would prevail in the
campus and steps would be
taken for the scope
for education. But, Sheikh
Hasina stated, it was a “hoax”
to increase the age limit for
employment while not creat-
ing scope for employment.

She alleged that when tol-
erance was needed for instu-
tionalizing democracy, the
ruling party had unbridled

. arrests and terrorism
on the opposition student or-
gAanisations.

She said that a cons

‘was being hatched to the
administration a puppet of the
ruling party. She said that a
new process was on to
tarnish the character of the
youths by giving them arms.

Sheikh Hasina urged the
student community to play a
leading role in establishing
democratic human rights.

PDB strike
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forward by different unions of
the PDB workers and employ-
ees include annulment of
Dhaka Electric Supply
Authority (DESA) Ordinance;
sto of transfer of power
lines from PDB to Rural
Electrification Board (REB);

continued demonstrations and
rallles in support of 5-point
demand at the offices and in-
stallations of PDB throughout
the country on the second day
of their strike yesterday.
Meanwhile, the financial
problems of Power
Development Board (PDB) have
multiplied over the years due
to about 40 per cent system

loss, and non-recovery of dues

from consumers.

Because of cash flow prob-
lems, PDB cannot service it
h debts, running into sev-

thousand crore taka.

In his budget speech,
Finance and Planning Minister
Saifur Rahman underscored
_the need for streamlining the
financial and operational man-

agement of PDB. "Nowhere in |

the world can an utility service
survive if its system loss is 50
units otit of 100 units gener-
ated”, he stated.

Several donors including

World Bank and Asian
Development
thredtened to freeze all devel-
opment assistance to the
power sector unless the finan-

cial management of PDB is

strcamlined.

Bank have

City College
students union
- polls today

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka City College
students union polls will be
hold today after a break of 34

years.

The last election was held
in 19567 when the College was
established named Dhaka City
Night College.

Since then college authori-
ties banned all sorts of politi-
cal activities Iincluding the

formation of a students union.
The student union election
has been permitted this year

following demands by the stu- |
H dents over the past few years.

BSEC chairman
made OSD

Chairman Bangladesh Steel
and Engineering Corporation
(BSEC) Major (retd) Ali Ahmed

| Khan has been transferred,

said an official handout Mon-
day. He has been appointed Of-
ficer on Special Duty {(OSD)
under the Establishment Divi-
sion, reports UNB. <

Clash at
Malibagh

By Staff Correspondent

Several ns were in-
jured in a clash between two
groups of people at Malibagh

‘Kutcha Bazar in the city Mon-
day night who fled after police l

rushed the area. =

Two rival student groups, Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal 1abo

B

—

. Election Commission

. stituency contested
i| | Pratap Singh, the incumbent,’

Advani squeaks
past Rajesh
Khanna
in New Delhi

NEW DELHI, June 17
Hindu-revivalist leader Lal Kr-

date to run from two places.
Results from
VP Singh’s
seat withheld

NEW DELHI, June 17: The
has
withheld poll results from a
crucial northern Indian con-
former

Prime Minister Vishwanath

- sioner RP Bhalla said the re-

! sults from Fatehpur con-

ve) and Chhatra League (S-A),

which fought a night-long gunbattle at Jagannath College on Saturday brought out separate

processions in the city yesterday blaming each other for the violent inaidents.

— Star photo

‘Cong short of majority
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After 19 months out of
power, the Congress benefit-
ted from voter frustration with
other parties short-lived gov-

~ernments and sympathy over

Gandhi's slaying.

"Sure, we are going to form
the government,” Congress
Party General Secretary Balram
Jakhar said. "Only the modali-
ties are to be worked out.”

He said the Congress was -

ready to seek a coalition with
almost any party except the
strongest challenger, the
Hindu right-wing Bharatiya
Janata Party.

"Except for the BJP, we are
ready to talk to other parties,”
Jakhar said. "There is a blan-
ket 'No' a big 'No’' so far as the
BJP is concerned.”

The Bharatiya Janata, which
campaigned on a platform of
Hindu nationalism, improved
on its performance in previous
elections. But it was routed by
Congress in one state it had
swept in the 1989 elections
and sank dramatically in a sec-
ond.

A top BJP leader, Atal Behar! .

Vajpayee, said his party would
play the role of "an effective
opposition” in Parliament,
Press Trust of India reported.
The Janata Dal Party of V.P,
Singh who has succeeded
Gandhi as Prime Minister in
1989, was the big loser. Its al-
ready-shrunken power base
was reduced to little more
than two of India's 25 states.
With 320 of the 511
Parliament seats declared, the
Congress Party had won 168,
the Bharatiya Janata 73 and
the Janata Dal 24, state-run

television reported. Thet rest
went to smaller parties. in-
cluding 12 to regional parties

allied with the Congress.
A party would need 256

seats to form a government by
itself.

Election analyst Prannoy
Roy. in his running commen-
tary on TV, said the results
coupled with trends in unde-
clared races indicated the
Congress Party would end up
with 210 to 220 seats.

With nearly two-thirds of the
races declared, there were
only two seats for the splinter
party of lame-duck Prime
Minister Chandra Shekhar,
who replaced Singh last

November.
Chandra Shekhar, leader of

the Socialist Janata Dal, went
to see President Ramaswamy
Venkataraman and asked to be
relieved of the premiership as
soon as possible, Press Trust
said

A presidential spokesman
said Chandra Shekhar, 64, told
Venkataraman he would like to
quit at the ealiest opportunity
“in view of trend results”.

Shekhar met the President
for 30 minutes today at the
presidential palace as voting
trends showed a miserable
rout of his Samajwadi Janata
Party (SJP, Socialist People's
Party).

The spokesman did not say

" whether Venkataraman had

asked him to remain as care-
taker Prime Minister until the
largest elected party staked its
claim to form a new govern-
ment. J
Latest poll charts showed
that Shekhar's party had won
one of the parlamentary seats

for which results had been de?
clared.

This was Shekhar's home
constituency in Bhalla [rom
where the incumbent premier
returned alter polling 60,000
more votes than his closest
Congress-| rival

Devi Lal defeated

SJP boss and Deputy Prime

' Minister Devi Lal suffered a

humiliating defeat in both his
parliamentary and state
assembly seat in his home
province of Haryana, adjoining
New Delhi.

Reports say the President
hopes to be able to announce
formation of a new government
by Thursday.

Meanwhile, the Congress-I
today appreciated the state-
ments from the CPI-M and the
Janata Dal about the possibility
of their support to a minority
Congress government, but said
no final position could be
taken till all the results were
out.

The Left Front, an alliance
of communist and leftist par-
ties, and the centrist Janata
Dal party showed hesitation
about going into a binding
coalition arrangement with
Congress.

“We can't join the Congress
in the government. That is the
present position,” said Jyoti
Basu, leader of the Communist
Party-Marxist who won an un-
precedented fourth term as
head of the state government
of Weslt Bengal.

Congress president P V
Narasimha Rao summoned se-
nior party leaders to his home
Monday evening to draw up an
"action plan”,

| tional Bank. |
— nllegads

stituency were withheld after

| | the Congress (1) Party of slain

premier Rajiv Gandhi com-
plained of malpractices in vote

counting.

Alleged killer
of bank officer

arrested
By Staff Correspondent

Polic§ Monday arrested

Mosharraf Hossain Miru, iIn | Md Niamatullah of
of | sury Bench termed

connection with the killing
bank officer Mamun in the city

- on April 20.

Mamun, an officer of Na-
branch

Miru
and his associates near Dhaka
College.

Miru also named his seven

associates in the incident who
were absconding.

CPI (M) headed
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impact of Gandhi's death (in
Kerala). There -is no doubt”,
NE Balram of the Communist
Party of India (CPI) said, refer-
ring to the defeat of the Left
Democratic Front (LDF) of
which his party is a member.

Kerala went to the polls
June 12. Elections were held
in West Bengal on May 20.

National Television said the
Congress(l)-led United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF) had gained
a majority in the 140 seat
assembly in Kerala, which in
1957 installed the world's first
elected communist govern-
ment, .

Debacle in Kerala

Candidates of the CPI, the
more powerful Communist
Party of India (Marxist) and
their allies were also trail
behind Congress(l) nominees
in most of Kerala's 20 national
parliamentary constituencies,
National Television said.

The CPI(M), however,
marched towards a stunning
and widely predicted victory in
West Bengal's assembly as well
as in most parliamentary
constituencies.

The communists easily
trounced candidates of the
Congress(l), which this year
made a determined effort to
take power in West Bengal.

Balram said the West Bengal
outcome would have been no
different even if polling there
had been held r Garidhi's
death. He attributed the West
Bengal result to the commu-
nists “pro-poor policies, land-
reforms and rural backing.”
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Westminster atf*pc u? emoc-

racy for ensuring this process,
but the important thing is to
provide the opportunity for
this process.”

Below is the text of the
quecstion-answer interview

with McNamara:
Question: Mr McNamara,

you have recently suggested in
your address to the World
Bank Conference on Develop-
ment Economics that financial
aid to developing countries

- shouyld be tied to reduction in

military expenditures aimed
towards a target of reduction
of such expenditure by 50 per
cent in terms of GDP by the
end of the decade. You have
also suggested that interna-
tional financial institutions like
the World Bank can catalyze
the process for accelerating
economic and social develop-
menit. Did this possibility oc-
cur to you during your term as
President of the World Bank?
How can this be achieved in
practice?

Mr McNamara: | did not
consider this as extensively in
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- tary expenditure for a

- portunity for the wor

those days. We were in the
midst of the cold war and
many Third World conflicts
were reflections of the cold
war situation. [ tried this idea
with some countries, but op-
portunities were limited then.
There is muech better opportu-
nities now with the end of the
cold war. |
The World Bank and other
financial institutions should
examine the military budgets
of aid-reeipient countries,
though it is recognized that
some nations may have prob-
I::IEI with their neighbours
it not be to de-
tcrmin:.tig: 'ndequa:.yfur mili-
particu-
lar eountry. But most military
budgets are excessive com-
pared to the perceived.
threats, and can be reduced.
Second, the World Bank can
work with those¢ countries

~who are exporting arms and

dissuade them from supplying
arms to countries seeking for-
eign aid. This is a unique op-
com-
munity for enhancing eco-
nomic development by reduc-
ing unnecessary military ex-
penditures.

Question: For many develop-
ing countries, particularly low-
income countries, there has
been decline investment aris-
ing from lower saving, particu-
larly public savings. This is
true for mos: countries of

McNamara:Linkcut in a

South Asia. Instead of concen-
trating on particular type of
expenditure, would it not be
better to link it indirectly, but
effectively, only to one condi-
tion? Countries uesting in-
creased financial aid must be

made to increase their public
savings (M real terms every

year. If this condition is effec-
tively applied, the rest will fall
into their places, like budget
deficit, 'fax reforms, public

enterprises reform, pricing of

public sector goods and ser-
vices, and reduction of unpro-
ductive expenditure.

McNamara: This measure
can be useful but complemen-

tnrr. The major effort would
call for

special examination of
military expenditure.
Question: Some major
donors, including the Presi-
dent of the World Bank have,
in recent times, '
good governance, in particular,

move towards democracy as

highly important for economic

development. Wouldn't you
agree that economic develop-
ment have been associated

with different forms of gov- _

ernment lilkke South Korea, In-
donesta, China, Pakistan,
Malaysia, etc? They range from
democracy through authoritar-
ianism to totalitarianism. Sec-
ondly, would you support a
¢hange in the Article of the
World Bank to ensure this like

rms bud

etto aid

the Article of the Eumpeugpmuch? After all reduction (n

Bank for Reconstruction and
Development?

- McNamara: Importance of
good governance is based on
the ground of moving towards
greater participatory develop-
ment, participation of the
people, greater accountability
of the government, greater
transparency in public policy-
making process, greater press
freedom,” and freedom to dis-
cuss alternative policy pack-
ages. There is no need to have
Westminster type of democ-
racy for ensuring this process,
but the important thing is to
provide opportunity - for this
process. This can have signifi-
cant impact on economic deci-
sion-making and help eco-
nomic growth,

I do not think it is neces-
sary to change the Articles of

‘the World Bank for this, but

the countries should opt for
these in the interest of their
economic growth.

Question: Most dnmra and

international development in-

stitutions are putting greater
emphasis on reduction of
poverty and special measures
Jor this purpose through public
investment policies, review of
public e ure, and reallo-
cation . of resources. Is there
anything new in this ap-

poverty and increase in the
level of living have been the
basic objective of development
Jor many decades.

McNamara: There is noth-
ing new in this approach, but
there is increasing recognition
of the need to give priority at-
tention to reduction of :
In the 1970s, development
strategy had recognized this,
but in the 1980s it was not
pursued as it should have been.
The renewed emphasis is nec-
cssary and welcome.

Question: Your are advocat-

ing issues like good gover
nance and reduction in mili

tary expenditure, and particu-
larly the catalytic
role the international

institutions should play in the
process. But cons the
way certain policy decisions in
respect to development assis-
tance are taken, it would ap-
pear that there has been a
weakening of international or-
ganizations in recent years.
The magjor industrial countries,

G7, appears to be dictating
many decisions from outside.

McNamara: No | do not
think there is any weakening
of the international organiza-
tions and financial institutions.
but they need to be stronger in
the rrencnt interdependent

| (A-A)
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The Midnight File

JHENIDAH, June 17: Armed assailants shot dead two per-
sons inc a political activist in the district Monday. A

JSD worker

:

Rashid Khan was shot

kel Ali was shot dead at Habibpur in
upa upazila here this . Another businessman Abdur
at Saeddalpur bazar in Court

Chandpur upazila on Sunday night. reports UNB.

pared
regime, :

as a
He a
MI

the budget as

aid dependent,
Salahuddin Yusuf of the Awami

ght a relentless battle for
democracy and helped oust
the autocratic government.

Referring to the appoint-
ment of primary teachers, he
sald corrupt practices were
being observed in these ap-
pointments,

He said that Tk 20,000 as
bribes was being charged for
the appointment of a primary
school teacher. Both agricul-
ture and health sectors have
been left uncared for.

Demanding punishment to
those who had transferred
huge funds outside the coun-
try. Yusuf. said that it was a
general practice that corrupt
people were not usually pun-
ished.

Lutfunnesa Hossain of the
BNP said that the budget was a
realistic one. She said that it
had become highly reasonable
to reduce taxes on corrugated
iron sheets and various raw
materials.

She said that the opposition
should not oppose the budget
for the sake of opposition only.

Maulana Abdus Sattar of the
Jamaal said that the proposed

Netrokona
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activists at the
Netrokona Government Col-
lege after results of the collége

| student’s union election gave

the latters a sweeping victory.

Witnesses said JCD activists
armed with lethal ns and
hockey sticks attacked the
college hostel and ransacked
its rooms after the Chhatra
League had bagged all 19 seats
of the union.

The clash later spread to
the town and continued today,
compelling the authorities to
impose Section 144 to ensure
security of public life and
property, officials said.

JCD, BCL
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Hostel.

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) called for strike only at
the Dhaka University while
Chhatra League (S-A) at all the
city educational institutions.

The JCD called the strike at
a rally in the Press Club
premises while the BCL (S-A)
in another on the DU campus
Monday. _

The JCD rally was addressed
by the DUCSU Assistant
General Secretary Najimuddin
Alam, JCD Joint Convenor
Rizvi Ahmed, and other central
leaders including Elas Ali and
Al Akkas Nadim.

BCL{S-A) held its rally in
front of the Madhu's Canteen
on the DU campus, accusing
the JCD of Saturday night's
killing of Manab Kanti Dey alias
Swapan, at JN College. The
speakers demanded arrest of
the killers and punishment for

1300-crore Zakat Fund to help
the distressed people on the
streets.

Advocate Abu Yusuf Md
Khalflur Rahman of the BNP

of the
Finance Minister on items like
soyabean and ball point
ik ohwuld be sosesmtdered, .
On the of bul-
locks from across the border,
he said that of bullocks
should be arranged from our
neighbouring country so that
the government derives taxes
from it. _
Dr Kazi Abu Yusufl of the
Awami League said tha
Bangladeshi nationalism in
place of Bangali nationalism
was confusing the whole na-

tion.

Highlighting the tradition of
Bengali culture, he said it was
the negative attitude of late
President Ziaur Rahman to
make it flavoured.

Dr Yusuf was also critical of
the introduction of village doc-
tors.

* He said this was a very sub-
standard system and it must be
discouraged.

The discussion on ﬂtﬁyhud-
get was also purﬂclratnd Zi-
aul Haque Zia of the BNP,
Moshtaque Ahmed of the
Awami League and Shamsuddin
Ahmed of the BNP.

‘No political

prisoner’

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said in the Jatiya
Sangsad on Monday there was
no political prisoner in the
country now.

Replying to a question from
Jatlya Party MP Monirul Huq
Chowdhury she said 432 per-
sons were in cus under
the Special Powers Act and on
security grounds and prejudi-
cial activities, tll June 1.

Winners, losers
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elected from the Lok
‘Sabha constituency in Kerala
while the former Maharastra |
Chief Minister A R Antulay won
his Kulaba iment seat in
Maharashtra. Orissa Chief Min-
ister JB Patnaik lost the Cut-
tack Lok Sabha seat.

Following are the promi-
nent winners and losers: Win-
ners: Ajit Singh (Baghpat Lok
Sabha seat in Haryana), sh
Pilot (Dausa, Rajasthan) m
ram Jakhar (Sikar, Rajasthan),
Mani Shankar Alyar
(Mayfladuturai, Tamil Nadu),-
Ms Uma Bharti (Khajurao, MP),
Ms Shicla Kaul (Rae, Bereilly,
UP). Yunus Saleem (Ka r,
Bihar), V C Shukla (Rafpur,
MP) and Mr 8 C Mathur
(Bilwara, Rajasthan).

Losers: jmohan Gandhi
(Sabarkanta, Gujarat). Kalyan
Singh Kal (Barmer, Rajasthan),
HKLHB t (East Delhi),
Romesh Bhandari (South
Delhi), V N Gadgll (Poona, Ma-
harastra) and Raoc Birendra
Singh (Mahinderagrh,

Haryana).



