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Thousands of Tamils greet Congress victory
Counting of votes boycotted in Bihar-

NEW DELHI, June 17:
Candidates of all parties except
the Janata Dal Sunday boy-
cotted the counting of votes in
the Kishangan] Parliamentary
Constituency in protest against
the alleged rlgng by the rul-
ing JD in Bihar, according to
the Cong-l1 candidate, M J
Akbar, reports PTI.

Akbar told PTl on tele-
phone from Kishoreganj. that
polling agents of the Cong-
l.the BJP and those of an in-
dependent candidate, Tasle-
emuddin walked out of the
counting centre at 5.30 P.M
after four rounds of counting,

The polling agents of the
boycotting parties later met
and demanded repoll in the
entire constituency. he said.

Akbar claimed that the rig-
ging was done In collusion
with the district administra-
tion and alleged that three
different types of ink had
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slain Rajiv elected

been used while stamping the
ballot paper.

AFP reports [rom New
Delhi: Slain former Premier
Rajiv Gandhi was posthumously
declared elected to the Indian
Parliament from his con-
stituency of Amethi, National
Television reported.

The armnouncement did not
give Gandhi's victory margin in
the poll on May 20.

Gandhi, who was assassi-
nated May 21, had repre-
sented Amethi, in his no m
home state of Uttar Pradesh,
in Parliament since 1981
when he won his first election.

The Election Commission is
expected to issue the victory
certificate to Mr Gandhi's fam-
ily and order a by election in
Amcthi.

Gandhi was Prime Minister

from 1984-89,
AF!' adds from Mad-
tas lhousands of jubilant

torrent of hot rocks down the mountainside and spewing ash
over a hof springs resort, reports AP from Tokyo.

There were no

reports of injuries from the latest blast of

Mount Unzen in southern Japan, but the Meteorological

Agency warned of additional eruptions, flows of hot rocks and
su ted gas, and falling lava rocks as large as one meter
(three feet) in diameter.

Since a June 3 blast killed 39 people, volcanic ash from
Mount Unzen has blanketed the town of Shimabara at the
eastern foot of the volcano. Monday's 7 am (2200 GMT
Sunday) eruption also ash the other direction, onto a
resort about 4 kilometers (2.5 miles) from the crater.

Television news showed residents of the resort, also called
Unzen, their faces with towels and masks to protect

covering
against the falling ash.

"It was as

of the ash.

though snow had sprinkled down, and the asphalt
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He said people hosed the streets down with water to get rid

Israel to raise population in Gaza:

Israel plans to increase the Jewish population of the occupied

Gaza
bullding

reports Reuter.
by

to documents from the Housing

E

and of several West Bank settlements with a new
m, an Israeli peace group in Jerusalem said,

Ministry ob-

now movement, Israel has

carmarked lands in the occupied West Bank for five new
Jewish settlements and has plans to expand existing ones

there and in the Gaza Strip.

Documents sent to Reuters on Sunday

Ho units were to be built in the West Bank's Hebron

:

s would increase the Jewish population there to

th.mm&mmtﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂmmtnmm.
Another 13,650 units would in Caza, cur-

i

P
1
:

H
ilg

country

;

.

be
Jews. The new units would boost

stated that 16,100 }

‘the

Tamils took to the streets here
Sunday to celebrate the im-
pending election victory of
slain former Premier Rajiv
Gandhf's Congress(l) party and
its ally in the state where he
was assassinated,.

Tamils of both sexes

the office of Gandhi's
Congress () and the regional
All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK)
parties in this capital of Tamil
Nadu State.

Many danced for joy, while
others set off firecrackers,
shouting slogans hailing the
slain Gandhi and AIADMK
Chief Jayalalitha Jataram, 43,
who is poised to take over as
Tamil Nadu's next Chief
Minister,

Crowds were also shouting
slogans denouncing the
Liberation rs of Tamil
Elam (LTTE). which has been
blamed for the Gandhi assassi-
nation. The LTTE has denied
killing Gandht.

" Gandhi was killed May 21
when a woman suspected to be
a Sri Lankan Tamil detonated a

Jyoti Basu
elected

CALCUTTA., June 17: The
west Bengal Chiefl Minister,
Jyoti Basu was declared
elected from the Satgachia
Assembly constituency defeat-
ing his nearest -I ri-
val, Amar Bhattacharjee by
20, 195 votes, reports :

Basu polled 54,798 votes
as against 34,603 votes by

Bhattacharjee.

rful explosive wired to
er while pretending to touch
his feet at an election rally
near here,

The Congress-AIADMK
Alliance -was heading for a
clean sweep of all 39
Parliament seats in Tamil Nadu
and for overwhelming control

of the 294-scat state legisla-
ture from Saturday's balloting,
National Television said.
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PAF fighter
plane crashes:
child killed

ISLAMABAD, June 17: A
fighter aircralt of the Pakistan
Air Force (PAF) crashed into a
populated area Sunday killing a
child and injuring a civilian, an
official statement said, reports
AFP.

it said the fighter aircraft
was on a routine training flight
when it crashed near the PAF

| base at Kamra, about 70 kilo-

meters (40 miles) northwest
of here,

The pilot ejected safely but
the debris of the falling aircraft
killed a child and serfously in-
jured a civilian.
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Sanctions against Iraq

FOUNTAIN VALLEY, Cali-
fornia, June 17 : President Ge-
orge Bush Sunday said Re
favoured improving ties with
Iran, and reaffirmed his oppo-
sition to lifting sanctions
against lraq so long-as Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein stays in
power, reports AFP,

After a speech to an Asian-
American group, Bush took a
few minutes to talk about Iran
and Iraq after demonstrators
waved banners saying “stop

R

(I) supporters from the party of slain former prime miniﬁter

Rajiv Gandhi, sing and dance to celebrate their party's victory in Madras June 16. Although
the counting of ballots continue, Congress (I) is leading in the nation's 10th national election
since its independence in 1947.

— Photo AFP/ UNB.

Rape at Palm Beach poised |

BOSTON, June 17 : For the
first ime in a quarter-century
some le in Massachusetts
are thinking the inconcetv-
able— that Senator Edward
Kennedy can be beaten, re-
ports AP,

blicans, sensing Palm
Beach could be their chance,
already are planning for the
1994 senate race.

Still. the rape allegations
against Kennedy nephew
William Smith at the
family's Palm Beach, Florida,
estate raise a difficult question
for the Republicans : how to
attack the senator about his
private life, if at all?

State Republican Chairman
Leon Lombardi said the liberal
Democrat's actions at Palm
Beach are fair game

"His record will certainly
open to scrutiny,” Lombardi
said.

But a former Kennedy rival
cautioned against negative
campaigning,

"Running against Ted
Kennedy is different than
running against any other per-
son because there is such
respect that the Kennedy
family 1is held 1in,"said
Republican state Treasurer

Joseph Malone, who ran
against Kennedy in 1988 and
did not make personal attacks.
The senator got an overwhelm-
ing 66 per cent of the vote.

Paul Donovan. a spokesman
for the senator, said Sunday he
does not believe Palm Beach
will be a major issue in
Kennedy's campaign for a sev-
enth them. :

"The people of
Massachusetts know that he's
been an eflective, hard-work-
ing senator and his effective-
ness has not at all been im-
paired by the Palm Beach inci-
dent,” he said.

An ecasy way to highlight
Kennedy's carousing image
without referring directly to
Palm Beach would be to run a
woman against him, some say,

The mere presence of a
woman on the Republican
ticket would serve as a con-
stant reminder ol Kennedy's
private life, said Todd I'hmf(’t,
a Republican consultant.

Domke even has a candidale
in mind — Sen. Lucile Hicks, a
moderate in the Legislature.

Hicks said she has not con-

sidered running against

Kennedy. But she agreed that a
female Republican would be a

tough contender.

- Republicans,

to cloud Kennedy's future

But Donovan said Kennedy
enjoys wide support from

women's groups.

Moreover, Massachusetts
voters have stood by Kennedy
before. which a woman pas-
senger .in the senator's car was
killed in an accident.

Kennedy was first elected
to ‘the senate in 1962, taking
the secat once held by his
brother John.

This time, authorities are
examining Kennedy's behavior
in connection with charges
against his nephew. '

The senator reportedly
woke up his son Patrick and
Smith in the occurred. Sworn
statlements also have raised
questions about Kennedy's re-
sponsiveness to police in-
quiries.

The senator has said he will
temper his drinking habits in
light of the Palm Beach case.

Some analysts believe
Kennedy still is guaranteed a
win.

David Garth , a political
consultant who had worked
with both Democrats and
satd, "1 don't
know of any vehicle that has
been dented more than the
Kennedy vehicle, but it must
be made of toughest metal.”

Yeltsin's victory a plus point

MOSCOW, June 17 : Boris
Yeltsin's
post of the President of
the Russian Federation (the
largest of the republics making
up the Soviet Union), assures

a popular vote for
perestroika. As such it
indicates that the pere-
strofkavites headed by Mikhail
Gorbachev, have been victori-

indicates that the Soviet Union
would be preserved as a
of Sovereign

imminent election to

Treaty. Soon others should
follow suit.

That is why Boris Yeltsin's
victory in Russia's Presidential
election is the latest strong ar
gument why the "Big Seven”
should give very serious
through to a favourable re-
sponse 1o Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev's request
for all-round Western partict-
pation in the restructuring of

the nation's economy along the

free market lines.

The amount of aid that the
Soviet Unpion 1s requesting
from the West is quite realistic
and quite affordable. For ex-

-mElc. to_support the Seviet

for West, says Moscow

perestroika efforts will cost
the United States only a small
fraction of the amount 1t will
save on reduced arms expendi-
tures due to the easing of
world tenston and the reduc-
tion of military build-up.

By participating in the re-
structuring of the Soviet econ-
omy along free market lines
the West would be benefiting
itsell. There are unlimited op-

rtunities for investment by
cstern companies in the de-

velopment of Soviet industries.
Moreover, the Sovict market
holds vast potential for
Western compandes in times of
an economic slump which is
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SOWETO, South Africa : ANC's Deputy President Nelson Mandela salutes su

'Japan wants to
speak for Asia’

TOKYO, June 17: A visit by
Japanese Foreign Minister
Taro Nakayama to Vietnam and
Indonesia highlights Tokyo's
increasingly active diplomacy
and shows it plans to speak for
Asia at next- month's G-7
summit in London. diplomats
said today, reports Reuter.

Nakayama returned on
Sunday after his week-long
visit, whose main thrust was
on finding ways to solve the
12-year ctvil war in Cambodia:

Apparently he did not make
much progress. "There was
much discussion but the talks
did not take the peace process
much further, "one Aslan
diplomat said.

Last apartheid

law 1n South

Africa to be
abolished

JOIHANNESBURG, June 17;
Parliament was set to abolish
the last major apartheid law
Monday as it moved to end the
racial classification of citizens,
reports AP.

The repeal of the Popula-
tion Registration Act is seen as
a milestone, but the action
does not address the biggest
race reform still confronting
South Africa: negotiating a new
constitution that will give
blacks the vote.

The Population Registration

Act of 1950 has been the foun-
dation of virtually all apartheid
measures and caused
*discriminatory humiliation
and heartsore,” Home Affairs
Minister Gene Louw told Par-
llament in Cape Town.

During debate on the mea-
sure last week, Louw said re-
peal of the act “literally re-
moves apartheid from the
cradle to the grave.”

A person's racial classifica-
tion determined where a per-
son could live, which schools
they could attend, which pub-
lic toflets they could use and
which cemeteries they were
buried in.

A re nt measure will
end all new race classifications

and removes race references
that remained in other laws.
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his arrival at a stadium for a South African Youth Day rally here June 16. The rally, meant

to mark June 16, 1976 killing of Soweto schoolchildren by
thousand supporters some three hours before Mandela's arrival.

police, had drawn onl
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“They are right. We will not
remove sanctions from Iraq as
long as the brutal Saddam Hus-
sein remains in power,” Bush
said to applause from the the
audience.

Other demonstrators began
chanting, "Iran, Iran". Mr Bush
respo : "l want to see a
free Iran full of human rights
where we can have better re-
lations again, and thank God
relations are getting a little
better, but | wasn't to see
them good”

Was

_Saddnm Hussein geno-

hington and Iran have
no diplomatic ties. In addition,
pro Iranfan groups are sus-
pected of holding six U S
hostages in Lebanon.

During his speech, Bush
once again defended his deci-
sion to renew most favoured

nation (MFN) trading status for

' China, saying that it cannot be

influenced by the west if it is
isolated.

Bush announced three
weeks ago that he was renew-
ing men for China, a move
which guarantees its exports
to the United States continued
access to the lowest available
tariffs.

Congress has 90 days to
defeat the measure, which
faces strong opposition in both
the upper and lower chambers.

"I want to be the President
to facilitate c for hu-
man rights in China,"” said
Bush.

Also in his speech, Bush
remembered thousands of

won't be lifted : Bush

Chinese students whu took

part in pro-democracy protest
that were crushed in Betfjing

charges against -
arms sales .
to Pakistan

BEWING, June 17 : China
rejected today American
"criticism” of a missile
sales to Pakistan and said the
ne uring countries were
ho no negotiations on this
matter, reports AFP. .

“No negotiation is on
at t between China and
Pakistan on the sale of
weapons.” a Chinese Foreign
Ministry kesman said.

James er., US Secretary

of State, Wednesday threat-
ened Beijing with "grave con-
sequences” in bilateral rela-
tions . if China supplied
Pakistan or Syria with surface-
to-surface missiles.

“In the past China has
vided Pakistan with some rr
ventional weapons including a
small number of tactical mis-
siles,” the Chinese spokesman
said, adding there were no
more such exchanges and "no
reason for criticism.”

However, Pakistan's gov-
ernment said Th it still
hoped to take delivery of tacti-
cal M-11 missiles-with a
of 300 kilometres (190 miles)
— from China, one of its main

JEDDAH, June 17 : King
Fahd has invited 4.774
Muslims from the Soviet Union

and 180 from Albania to
perform the Islamic
pilgrimage or haj at his

personal expense, a Saudi offi-
cial said, reports AP.

The annowncement
followed reports Thursday that
hundreds of Muslims in the
southern part of the Soviet
Union had rioted because of
the exorbitant cost of air
tickets to Mecca.

The Saudi minister of
ilgrimage and endowments,
w&-WIMb Abdel-Wasie, also
said King Fahd offered money
to upkeep mosques in the
Soviet Union and supply them
with amplifiers. He also

ordered that 100,000 copies
of the Koran be sent to Soviet

Muslims and 250,000 copies

| Fahd to pay for. Haj
of Soviet Muslims

to Albanian Muslims.
Last year, the Saudi
monarch invited

for the haj. which climaxes

next Friday.

The Saudi media has been
filled with reports about how
Muslims in Albania were un-
able to practice their re
before nation's hard
Communist government
a series of reforms carlier this

No 1 everywhere !

CHICAGO: Author Kurt Vonnegut Jr., a military prisoner in

Germany in World War I,
at home as it

says America is ignoring problems
glorifies the Persian Gulf War. reports AP,

Vonnegut, who took part in a book fair Saturday, said the
government and media are glamorizing returning troops and
ignoring the consequences of war.

"Our [riends and relatives knew not to call us herves.”
Vonnegut said of his service in World War II. "They knew we
were American citizens who did the best we could.”

The author of "Slaughterhouse Five,” "Galapagos™ and "Cat's
Cradle” said the government has used the war as an excuse to

ignore domestic issues.

"Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf tells us we're the only super-

power. President George

Bush tells us it was a fight against
naked aggression., and we're still No. 1.” Vonnegu

t said.

"Among the western industrialized nations, we're No.1 in

children ltving below the poverty

line, we're No.l in teen-age

pregnancies, we ‘re No. | in murders of those under the age

of 24.7

Havana's underground being
turned into Swiss cheese

HAVANA: Cuban workers are d
the United States, and have vowed not to

in case of attack by

a network of tunnels

stop until they turn Havana's underground into "Swiss
cheese,” a newspaper reported Sunday. says AFP.

In a letter to President Fidel Castro that was
r Juventud Rebelde, the workers

the communist newspape

published by

pledged: "We will not rest until the capital is like Swiss
cheese.”
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Best military transport
MISHAWAKA (Indiana): Civilians ftching to ride the
military transport since John W
r. with the nota
Schwarzsenegger, reports
The Humvee, the Army's all-purpose
exclusively for the military for the time being,
swoman for LTV corp.'s AM General Division.
Civilian sales have long been considered, but the
hasn't given the project the green light, she said Tuesday.
"l don't know that there's a specific issue holding it back,
other than there's a lot to consider,’ Ms. Carney said.
y has assembled about 80,000 Humvees,
rt for high Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled

best
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in 1984, About 20,000 were

to the Persian Gulf and won high marks for rugged-



