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Constitution amendment bill

BNP may propose stricter

provisions for a stable govt

A constitution amendment
bill, finalised by the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) for reversion to the par-
llamentary form of govern-
ment, envisages extra provi-
sions to ensure stability and
continuity of the government.

Reliable sources say the bill
will seek, among others, to
make certain decisions of the
President — a titular head of
state under the parliamentary
form — subject to written ad-
viee from the Prime Minister.

The proposed bill is ex-
pected to be introduced in
parliament tomorrow (Sunday)
or Monday before the Prime
Minister's departure for Bei-
jing Tuesday.

The 1972 Constitution
provided that "in the exercise

- By Mostafa Kamal Majumder

of all his functioris save only
that of appointing the Prime
Minister . . . . the President
shall act in accordance with
the advice of the Prime Minis-
ter."”

Constitutional experts of
BNP believe, in the light of the

constitutional problems faced

by Bangladesh, India and Pak-

istan, more safeguards are

needed in the
bility and continuity, particu-
larly in exceptional circum-

stances, within the framework

of democracy
. Analysing
the Indian President in 1980
to hold mid-term elections in-

stead of allowing Jagjivan Ram

to prove his majority and the
present unstable situation in
that country. and also the dis-

interest of sta-

the decision of

missal of Benazir Bhutto

the President of Pakistan, they
have come to the conclusion
that scope for such constitu-
tional problems should be
plugged.

Says one of the constitu-
tional experts of BNP, "In our
context, we fell it necessary to
maintain evidences of Prime
Minister's advice to the Presi-
dent on important matters in a
written form.”

The constitution amend-
ment bill will thus seek to en-
sure that the President will
not dissolve a parliament un-
less a written advice comes
from the Prime Minister.

For more safe s to en-
sure stability of the m-
ment the bill will seek to fur-

See Page 10 Col. 1

Rooms of DU halls ransacked, set ablaze

5 hurt in m1dmght gunbattle

By Staff Correspondent

A four-hour gunbattle and
acts of arson and ransacking by
two rival student organisations
at the Jagannath hall Thursday
night left four students in-
jured, two with bullets.

Over 150 shots were fired,
crackers were exploded and
28 rooms belonging to the ri-
val groups were ransacked
the clashes which con-
tinmed from 10-30 p.m to 2-30
am.

Inmates of the rooms were
beaten, some of the rooms
were set on fire and the
October Memorial Museum of
the hall was ransacked during
the clashes between the ac-
tivists of Awami League backed
Chhatra (S-A) and the

~JSD (lnu) Chhatra League

-8).

The battles at night
spread to the Shahidullah hall
in the morning when a room
was set on fire and another
BCL (S-A) activist, Delwar
Hossain was injured. He was
taken to DMCH.

BCL(S-A) workers-Bikash
and Ashim, who received bul-
let wounds and BCL(N-S)
members Sukumar and
Proshanta, also wounded in
Thursday night's clashes were
undergoing treatment at the
DMCH. Hospital sources said
the condition of all the four
were improving.

According to

See Page |
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Two of tha five students injured in Thursday mghta
gunbattle on the Dhaka Umurmty campus under

treatment at the Medical College Hospital.

— Star photo

! Aspirih prevents
fetal growth

retardation

4 LONDON, June 14: Low-

ose aspirin during pregnan

reduces by half thcgr!ik of carq
rying a dangerously small fetus,
French scientists reported in
this week's Lancet, reports AP.

It is the largest study of
pregnant women so far to
show benefits of aspirin, long
shunned because of fears that
is led bleeding problems in ei-
ther the mother of fetus, said
Dr. Gerard Breart, director of
the epidemiology unit on ma-
ternal and child health at
France's National Institute of
Health and Medical Research.

Women not at risk for hav-
irig fetuses with growth prob-
lems in the womb are still ad-
vised to avoid aspirin during

- pregnancy.

Dr. Rory Collins, a senior
research fellow in Oxford Uni-
versity's department of
medicine, said "It's nice to see
such positive results with such
a cheap, easy treatment."

Although this study is

See Page 10 Col. 6
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DU atmosphere
council

meets today

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University Aca-
demic Atmosphere Council
will meet today to review the
campus situation and suggest
steps to foster understanding
among student bodies to im-
prove the situation.

Meanwhile, the DU authori-
ties have urged all student
bodies not to hold any meeting
or procession on the campus
today to aveid any further clash
or misunderstanding, said a
press release yesterday.

86 AL MPs for
Kader Siddiky's

release

By Staff Correspondent

- Efghty-six MPs belonging to
Awami League demanded im-
mediate and unconditional re-
lease of freedom fighter Abdul
Kader Siddiky. The demand
was made Friday in a joint
statement signed by Awami
League chief and Leader of the
position Sheikh Hasina and
er MPs.

The statement said that
Kader Siddiky carried out a
"historic responsibility” by
protesting against the killing
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman. He had to take
political asylum in a friendly
cuunl.rz where he stayed for 15

ee Page 10 Col. 6
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Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has said friendship
between Bangladesh and China
has stood the "test of time,”
reports BSS.

In an exclusive interview
with Xinhua correspondent
based in Dhaka on the occasion
of her three-day official visit to
China, beginning June 18, Be-
gum Zia said Bangladesh and
China have shared perceptions
and hold identical and similar
views on many regional and
global issues.

The Prime Minister hoped
the existing excellent friendly
relations between the two
countries will further be
strengthened and areas of co-
operation expanded in the
years ahead.

Begum Zia told the Chinese
news agencjr that friendship

ZILHAJ 1, 1411 HIJRI

between esh and China
is historical and goes back to
many centuries. She said since
the establishment of formal
diplomatic relations between
the two countries in early
1976, their cordial ties have
flourished with exchange of
visits at various levels.

In this context, the Prime
Minister said the late Presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman was the
first leader from esh to
have visited China at the high-
est level, President Zia visited
China twice after which the
pace of traditional cooperation
between the two countries ac-
celerated and developed, she
said.

The Prime Minister said
the government and the peo-

ple of China have always “stood
See Page 10 Col. 7

CU teachers divided over
taking alternative classes

From Our Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 14:
The crisis at the Chittagong
University took a new turn
with a section of the teachers
deciding to hold "alternative
classes” and another opposing
the move.

Sixty teachers. supported
by All-Party Students Unity,
will take classes of the final
year students of Honours and
M A of all departments at the
MES College of the port city
from tomorrow following the
continuous closure of the
University for over five
months.

Meanwhile, the government
sent two high officials to
Chittagong on Thursday to
study the latest situation of the
university. The officials held
meetings with local political
leaders, teachers and students
and sought their opinion on
the campus situation. They left
Chittagong for Dhaka the same
day.

Some teachers of the
university termed the move for
alternative classes, as a
violation of the university act.
They said any such move needs
decision of the academic
council of the university.

In separate statements
Bangladesh Adarsha Shikkak
Parishad President Prof Nurul
Karim and General Secretary

Mr Abu Taher and 41 students
of Marine Science Institute of
the University said that there
was no justification for holding
classes of university students
outside the campus. They
termed the move as an insult
to other teachers.

The teachers and the
students demanded
implementation of inquiry
commission report on
December 22 incident of
Chittagong University to put an
end to the stalemate.

Teachers and students of
the university have been
divided over the demand for
removal of the present Vice-
Chancellor.

Islami Chhatra Shibir,
Sammilita Chhatra Oikya
Parishad and Sangrami Chhatra
Oikya on Friday held rallies
against the decision of the
teachers to hald classes

outside the campus and also
urged the government to

resolve the crisis.

They also declared a three-
day protest from tomorrow
against the siege of the campus
by All-Party Students Unity
(APSU). APSU is continuing
the siege for the sixth
consequtive day.

APSU and CUCSU have
called for a half-day hartal on
June 16 in the town to protest
the terrorism on the campus.
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Two suspects in
Rajiv assassination

case arrested

MADRAS, June 14: In a
major breakthrough, the CBI
tonight arrested Nalini and
Murugan, suspects in the Rajiv
Gandhi assassination case, near
Madras, reports PTI.

The chief of the
Investigation Team (SIT),
Karthikeyan, said that Nalini

and were nabbed by a
CBI team on board a state
transport bus between

Villupuray in south Arcot
district of Tamil Nadu and
Madras at around 2320 hrs.

JP MPs to
boycott JS

session today

Jatiya Party MPs will boy-
cott parliament session today
(Saturday) to register their
protest against the conviction
of former President and Jatiya
Party Chairman H M Ershad,

| party sources said, reports

UNB.

All the 26 JP members of
parliament also boycotted the
budget presentation sessjon
Wednesday protesting the
judgement against the former
President by the Special Tri-
bunal

Deposed President Ershad
was sentenced to 10 years rig-
orous imprisonment after the
one-man Tribunal chaired by
District and Sessions Judge of
Dhaka Mohammad Habibullah
found him guilty of illegal pos-
session of fire arms.

Former State Minister Ad-
vocate Fazle Rabbi MP said the
JP Parliamentary Party would
meet today (Saturday) evening
to adopt its next course of ac-
tion.

JP protest
day June 19

By Staff Correspondent

Jatlya Party has decided to
organise demonstrations, ral-
lies and processions all over
the country on June 19 de-
manding release of deposed
President H M Esrshad.

The Jatiya Party Parliamen-
tary Party will also abstain from
the session of the Parliament
today (Saturday) to press home
the demand.

The decisions were taken at
a meeting of the party's central
committee on Friday. A total of
82 out of 101 members of the
central committee were pre-
sent at the meeting, said a JP
press release.

Moudud Ahmed. acting
chairman of Jatiya Party, while
addressing the meeting urged
the government to maintain

Sec Page 10 Col. 1

—3rd round of voting toda

. Indian troops patrol strike-bound Kashmir valle

Army called out in Punjab

NEW DELHI, June 14: India
called army out in Punjab today
on the eve of third round of
voting starting tomorrow and
cight days ahead of polls in
this trouble-torn state, report
agencies.

Sikh militants who have
vowed to disrupt balloting in
the northern state have already
assassinated over 20 candi-
dates.

The government declared
the federally-ruled frontier re-
glon a disturbed area giving
police and security forces
sweeping powers of detention
without judicial process in a
erackdown on the Sikh

Army soldiers and paramili-
tary troopers stepped up pa-
trols in Kashmir's summer
capital Srinagar and 32 other
towns in the valley after
Muslim militants staged hit-
and-run attacks late Thursday.

News reports said the
strike, joined today by some
1385, federal and state civil

servants, closed shops, busi-
nesses and government insti-
tutions. All transport went off
the roads throughout the pic-
turesque v :

The army taken up po-
sition in all 12 Punjab districts
to back up the civil administra-
tion police to ensure
peaceful conduect of state and
parlfamentary elections, state
Chief Secretary Tejinder
Khanna told a news confer-
ence.

Troops have started con-
ducting flag marches in sensi-
tive areas, he said.

The army deployment and
the state administration's de-
cision to issue special police
powers followed warnings to-
day by four Sikh militant or-
ganisations to voters and cpn-
testants of the controvegsial
polis.

"The army can be used in
case any situation is created by
elements opposed to the June
22) elections,” PT1 quoted him
as

The Defence Ministry in
New Delhi said C was
empowered to call out the
military and that the local
General Officer Commanding
(GOC) had been instructed to
assist the state's civil adminis-
tration in case of need.

"There is a large army crops
at the disposal of the Western
Command . Jammu and
Kashmir and Rajasthan) and
the GOC can deploy it wher-
ever he wants." a Defence

Ministry official said in New
Delhi.

The Chief Secretary said
the three more districts,
Hulhllrpur. Jalandhar and

urthlh hotbeds of Sikh

— were declared dis-
turbed arcas, effectvely ex-
tending police detention pow-
ers to the whole of Punjab.

Nine districts h previ-
ously been declared disturbed.

“The entire state has been
put under a heavy security

." Punjab police chiefl DS
Mangat said. adding that be-
sides the army and state po-
lice, 125,000 paramilitary per-
sonnel would be deployed
ahead of the elections.

Meanwhile, an exit poll
conducted during earlier
rounds of voting indicated that
no clear winner would emerge
and India could go through a
spell of pblitical instability as

See Page 10 Col. |

UN set to take control of Dohuk

, June 14: As

the Gulf war.

US Army Major General Jay
Garner, commander of combat
troops in the allied zone, told
reporters Thursday that he
was pleased with the humani-
tarian operation in Dohuk.

Almost all of the city's resi-
dents returned after an allied
work force numbering less
than 100 entered Dohuk on

the last remain US unit to
see combat in Gulfl war
handed over duties to fresh
troops.

As the emirate tries to wipe
out traces of the Iragi occupa-
tion, the Kurds are anticipat-
ing help from the Baghdad

government that crushed their

postwar rebellion.
iraq has agreed

Kurds harvest 120,000 tons of

Hl.lrdhh lll:h:rl a main
obstacle is the oil- city of
Kirkuk. which the Kurds want

included in the autonomous |

zone. The Iragis claim it 1s an
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