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Davis Cup Asia-Oceania GrouE' Two meet

Group Two Davis
Cup second rou-
B sh and
Bangladesh a
Sri Lanka begins
today at the Ramna Tennis
Complex.

State Minister for Youth and

Sports Sadeq Hossain Khoka
will inaugu
nine in the morning.

The opening day's fare in-
volves two singles matches,
one in the morning and an-
other in the afternoon.

-Ac
yesterday at the Bangladesh
Tennis Federation Eer:
the chairman of the National

rts Council Maj Gen
hﬂ?lhuhur Rahman,
match will pit the Sri Lankan
number one and skipper Arjun
- Fernando against the

E Bengal signs
up Abahani stars

Threce star players
Abahani Krira Chakra stopper
back Munna, forwards Aslam
and Rumi are likely to play for
East Bengal Club in the
Calcutta Super Division football
league for the current scason.

The three players will get

the clearance from their club, |

and also from Bangladesh
Football Federation in a day or
two, an Abahani official told

BSS here on Thursday.
The Abahanti official said ev-
was finalised and they

were waiting for the decision

of their director Saber Hossain
‘Chowdhury who is
' Dhaka at the moment.
An "' official of the East
Bengal Club will arrive here
today to accompany the
Abahani trio to Calcutta.
Earlier, the officials of East
Bengal invited the three
Abahani players to play in the
Calcutta league for club
- when they had come here to
the BTC Club Cup foot-
tournament organised to
raise funds for the cyclone vic-
tims last week.

Napoli awaits
Diego retumn

H.h.Fl..ES
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Basketball
refs’ clinic

Sports Reporter

number two Sarder

iftekhar. In the allernoon. na-
tional number one Shovon

Jamaly will face the Sri Lankan |

number two Rohan De Silva.

Tomorrow. Shovon and

Sarder are to play the doubles

t the top Lankan pairing.

reverse singles, scheduled

for Sunday, will match Sarder

against De Silva and Shovon
against Fernando.

The winners of the clash
will meet the winners of the
Singapore-versus-Hong Kong
tie in the group semifinals
scheduled for July 19.

The other players in the Sri
Lankan squad are Sanjay
Wejemanne and Jayandera
Wecjesekara. P S Kumara is the
team manager. '

The Bangladesh squad,
headed by non- playing captain-
cum-coach Sandru Salam; also

includes Marocof Rahman and
Hira Lal. Dr Rashiduddin is the

manager. |
Althoygh Maroof and Hira
are included in the squad they

- may not get to play in the cur-

rent meet unless either Sarder
or Shovon are sidelined
through injury of indisposition.

According to Sandru Salam,
Bangladesh are likely to persist
with the Shovon-Sarder pair-
ing for the crucial doubles en-
counter. He said there is good
understanding between the
two and Bangladesh cannot af-
ford to take any chances by
experimenting with any new
combination.

The timings for the
matches may have to be
rescheduled in case of in-
clement weather because
Hangladcsh rather Dhaka,

face. Unfortunately

Sarder faces Fernando in opener

does not possess any indoor
covered facility. .
According to Davis Cup
rules, the reverse may
be shortened to best-of-three

. sets encounters in the event of

any one side wrapping up the

tie after the first two singles

and the doubles. :

Tickets for the event will
cost Taka 200 for VIP season,
and Taka 20 for gallery
(scason). Daily gallery tickets
will cost Taka 10.

Peter Malik, an Indian, 'who
will be the referee, arrived in
the city yesterday.

The Sri Lankans reached
Dhaka Tuesday, hoping to get
acclimatised to both the
wecather and the rlaying sSur-

the weather of the past few
days hasn't afforded much op-
pﬂl'tunitj’ for either.

Martina won't give up

BIRMINGHAM,

England,June 13:
Martina Navrati-
lova made it clear
on Wednesday
that she is more
determined . than ever to
capturc her 10th singles title

al Wimbledon starting later
this month, reports Reuter.
“There are a couple of hun-
gry players and | am one of
them,” said Navratilova after a
6-2, 6-3 demolition of
Indonesia's Yayuk Basuki at the

Dow Classic grass court tour-

nament.

"There are a few of us who
ought to win and | guess expe-
rience ought to count for
something. | am excited aboul
still being in the hunt. Last
year | didn't know if I could
play because | had trouble with
my knees but | had them [ixed

LONDON, June
13: US Open ch-
ampion Pete Sa-
mpras was kno-
cked out of the
London grass co-
urt tennis toyrnament in his
opening match on Wednesday
— by a qualifier playing in only
his second scnior tournament,
reports Reuter.

American ‘Mark Ketl, who
has played only satellite and
challenger series tournaments
in the last three ycars, beat his
fourth-seeded compatriot 6-
2,7-6.

Kefl, ranked 224th in the
world, earned 3,789 pounds
sterling (6,215 dollars) for the
victory — more than a third of
his entire ecarnings for the
whole of last year. Sam
who like the other sceds
first-round , experienced
trouble with his serve in the
windy conditions at Queen's
Club and finished off the sec-
ond sel tiebrecak by double

[aulting,

NEWPORT,

Rhode Island,
June 13: An angry
John McEnroe

Andre
all

whom have declined to help
US team defend its champi-

stars Pete Sampras,

i and Michael Chang,

"It shocks me that they
wouldn’t jump at the chance,”
McEnore aflter an after-

noon practice on the Newport

'C-lm‘rﬂﬂﬂuﬂl "Itldis

Budget revises
exemption for
SpOrts Sponsors

Only sponsors of first class
national and international

games and sports will get the
benefit of tax exemption on

10 help groom

and [ feel 10 years younger.”
34-ycar-old

But the

MARTINA NAVRATILOVA

American insisted she would
not still be playing at 40.

Cash strikes form

Former Wimblcdon cham-
pion Pat Cash, back on his best
form after years of injury,
knocked out ninth-sceded
American Kevin Curren with
an impressive 6-4, 6-1 win to
reach the third round.

Cash, who also beat Curren
at Qucen's in 1987 before win-
ning Wimbledon, has a home
near Queen's Chub.

The Australian is refusing to
worry about Wimbledon, which
starts on June 24, despite hi
success in rcaching the ﬂnaf
against Ivan Lendl at the
Beckenham grass court tour-

namcni last weckend.
"Wimbledon is a long way

away,” he insisted. "I am just
worrying about playing the
ncxt match here.”

Edberg warms up
Stefan Edberg began the
warm-up to defending his
Wimbledon title well, beating
Frenchman Amaud Bocetsch 6-
4, 6-3 despite a couple of

Mac lashes youngsters

nppointing ﬁhlly since

these guys have everything
handed te them on a silver
platter. A.II on a sudden, the

young players feel like they're
doing everyone a [avour i they
play. Their attitude is horri-
ble,” said McEnroc, ranked
14th in the world.

Sampras, the US Open
cl'n.mpbn, Agassi, the French
open runnersup, and Chang,
last year's Cup star, are ofl
preparing for the June 24 start
of Wimbledon.

McEnroe, the winningest
player in US Cup play, is here
with singles player Brad
Gilbert and the undefcated Cup
doubles partners Jim Pugh and
Brand Gilbert.

"I's an honour and
shouldn’'t be that big of a diffi-
cult decision to play,”
McEnore said. "I'm here to

lay because | wanted to play
or mYy country.”
McEnroe holds five American
records, in€luding most sin-

Chinese Coaches
to arrive soon

China will extend
Bangladesh training lacilitics
its team for the
Sth SAF Games, reports UNB.

Chinese instructors are ex-
pected to arrive soon to train
the Bangladeshi participants in
swimming, shooting and table
tennis, sources at the National
Sports Council (NSC) said yes-
terday adding that trainers for
some other dhclplinr- may
also come.

The SAF Games 1||||v'.lll be heid
in the Sr1 Lankan capital
Colombo from December 22
to 31.

Bangladesh will pm'ttl:ip-t:
in all the ten
games. They are : Mhltuc-
Swimming Shooting, Football,
Volleyball, Basketball, Boxing
Weightlifting, Tennis and

Table Tennis.
The NSC has the
Chinese trainers for SAF

bound teams free of cost.

" comfortable victo

"I won't be playing in 10
ycars time — definitely not. I
said | would play until | was 30
and then see — and [ am still
secing. [ honestly don't know
when {t will be time to quit. If
the body holds up as it is right
now, it could be another threc
years.

"But I don't know i I will
have the desire to. put myselfl
on the line-day-in day-out.
Playing matches 1is hard
enough but travelling is im-
possible.”

Navratilova completed a
over Basuki
by shrugging ofl a one-hour
rain disruption when she was
leading 5-2 in the first set.

Navratilova faces Maya
Kidowaki in the last 16 lollow-
ing the Japanese girls's

straight sets victory over 13th
sced Anne Minter of Australia.

Kell crushes Sampras

slight hiccups in the second
scl.

In the sixth game, the top-
secded Swede had to fight ofl
six breakpoints by the deter-

* mined Boeisch, who rcached

the last 16 of the French Open
last weck. Boetsch then suc-
ceeded in breaking Edberg as
the world number one served
for the sccond-round match at
5-2.

But I:.u:lbcrg. who also had a

first-round bye, broke straight
back, taking victory on his
second matchpoint when
Boetsch hit a forchand into the
net.

Edberg, who had been
sceded to meet Sampras in the
last four hclbrt the American's
defeat, will y Australian
Jason Elnltcnterg in the third
round.

Fifth seed Derrick Ros-
tagno, who beat John McEnroe
in the opening round at
Wimbledon last year, failed to
g:l lhrnug,h his first match

Lendl's Wimbledor;
chances dampen

LONDON, June 13 : lvan
Lendl has never won
Wimbledon and he never will if
he continues to play as he did
at the Queen's Club champi-
onships here on Wednesday,
reports AFP.

Leading Grant Connell, the
25-year-old Canadian left-han-
der, by a set and 3-1, the 31-
year-old Czech, who won here
last year, lost all his fire and
rhythm to slump to a sensa-
tional defeat.

Connell, ranked only 81st
in the world, won their second

rurundchlhﬁ-?.ﬂ-a,ﬂ-lmli

match that was held up for 17
minutes by rain when the
score had reached 3-3 in the
final set.

Lendl made no excuses. "l
just played a terrible service
game when | was lead 3-1
in the second set,” he :

ROK stickwinders
shock Aussie girls

MELBOURNE, Jupe 13:
South Korea beat Australia 2-1
in the fourth Test in a six-

for them,

Sport

Sunny wants to
attend SA Board
inauguration

BOMBAY, June 13 : Former

India skipper Sunil Gavaskar

has sought permission from
the union government to at-
tend the inauguration of the
reconstituted United South

LONDON, June
13: lan Botham
defied a lingering
hamstring Injury
on Wednesday to

thrust Worcester
shire into a repeat Benson and
Hedges Cup final against

African Cricket Board on June | Lancashire at Lord's next

29, reports PTI.

Gavaskar is one of the spe- |

cial invitees for the function to
unify the South African Cricket
Union and the South Alrican
Cricket Board and has received
an official invitation from the
man director of the newly
formed body, Dr Ali Bacher.

"l have sent the papers to
the government for its ap-
proval® Gavaskar said here
when contacted. -

Test cricketer's leading
run-getter is hopeful of getting
the green signal in about a
week after which he intends to
leave for South Africa around
June 26.

Two other cricketing
greats, Sir Garfield Sobers and
Imran Khan, are among the
other invitees, it was learnt.

MSC forms new
cricket body

Sports Reporter

-Mohammedan Sporting
Club. one of the leading sports
club of Bangladesh, in a bid to
form a strong cricket team
formed a new cricket commit-
tee last week.

The new committee will
concentrate on building up a
balanced, star-studded side
that is scheduled to play in a
tournament in Meerut, India.

Mr Shahjahan Kabir and Mr
Tanveer Halder have been
nominated as the chairman
and secretary respectively of
the committee.

The following are the office-
bearers and members of the
commiliee:

Chairman Shahjahan
Kabir, Chiefl Patron — Khan
Mohammed Igbal, Chief Ad-
viser — Abdul Awal, Patrons —
Kamal Uddin Khan, Mo-
hammed Zakaria, Abdul Mo-
taleb, Abdul Malek, Ahmed Al
Mirza Ali Bairzu Isphani, Ad-
visers — Mustala Maksudur
Rahman, Kutb Uddin Ahmed,
Nurul Amin, Munirul Islam.
Wahidul Islam, S A Samad.
Badrul Amin, Shahed Asghar
Chowdhury. Secretary — Tan-
veer Haider. Members
Khalid Hasan, Daulatuzzaman,
Ehsanul Kabir Jamal. Habibur
Rahman Habib, Enamul Haque.
Dciwar Hossain Dilu and Sanjoy
Kumar Roy.

Lineker‘puls 4
past Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR, June 13:

Lincker grabbed all four
in En 's 4-2 thrash-

ing of Malaysia in a friendly
soccer f{aternational on
Wadm-d o put him close to
#s country's highest

cver ln:nrtr reports Reuter.
Lineker's haul moved him
into second place in England's

list of all-time scorers ahead of

Jimmy Greaves and within four
goals of Bobby Charlton’'s
record 40,

The England captain
grabbed the fastest goal of his
68-match international career
after 42 seconds and went on
to ravage the Asian part-
timers.

The 30-yecar-old Tottenham

| striker added his second from

a Stuart Pearce cormmer in the
23rd minute and completed

his Afth in tional hait-
from David Platl's cross
hall an hour.

Malaysia reduced the defictt
to 3-1 before their goal-

r Hassan who hurt his
bncrh.lhng Mly catch-
ing a corner in the 64th
minute.

Lincker, who left the squad
to play for his club in al
the weekened, sc his
fourth goal six minutes later.

Maltan scored both
Malaysias goals as England be-
gan to show s of tiredness
in the intense t and hu-
midity.

month, reports Reuter.

All-rounder Botham took
three wickets for 11 runs in
11 overs as Worcestershire
beat Essex by nine wickets in
the 556 overs cricket competi-
tion at Chelmsford.

Holders Lancashire, who
beat Worcestershire by 69 runs
in last scason's final, beat arch-
rivals Yorkshire by 68 runs in
their semifinal at Old Trafford.

- Botham, who tore a ham-
string during England's [irst
onc-day international against
West Indies almost three

wceks ago, helped to tumble
out Esscx for 104.

His telling spell of medium

IAN BOTHAM
pace endced any hope of an
Esscx revival once [ast bowler
Graham Dfllcy had dismissed
England captain Graham

Richardson cracks ton

DERBY, England,
June 13: Richie
Richardson, at
last looking a
world class player
in English con-
ditions, struck his second tour
century on Wednesday but
Clayton Lambert and Brian Lara
missed their chance to press
for a West Indies Test place,
reports Reuter.

Richardson hit 114 to haul
West Indies from the uncer-
tainty of 84 for three to 261
for five declared at the close of
the rain-interrupted first day
ol the three-day cricket match
against Derbushire .

But on the day opener Gor-
don Greenidge was ruled out of
the rest of the tour after knec
surgery, Lambert and Lara
railed to take timely opportu-
nity to make their mark.

Scamer Simon Base, bowl-
ing a steady line, had Lamert
leg belore for five and Lara
trapped the same way for a
single when both left handers
needed to make an impression
ahead of next week's second
Test t England at Lord's .

Instead, Richardson took
the honours, aided by a little
luck against the moving ball, as
he struck two sixes and 14
fours in his 223-ball innings. It
stretched his aggregate to 500
in six tour innings.

The Antiguan's record on
his two previous tours here
had suggested that his tech-
nique was suspect in English
conditions, but this time
Richardson has confirmed his

RICHIE RICHARDSON
current status among the
world's leading batsmen.

Carl Hooper took the op-

rtunity to himself back
Etu t':::n-r:mi"1r witll:lhg‘l in 130 balls
during a fourth wicket stand of
163 in 43 overs with Richard-
son which gradually increased
in quality and dominance.
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Botham Worcs' hero

Gooch and Pakistan Test bats-
man Salim Malik as Essex
slipped to 43 for three.

Worcestershire swept more
at 110 for one in 31.1 overs.
after Australian Tom Moody
continued his prolific form by
hitting an unbeaten 72.

Botham, who won the man-
of-the-match award, said: "The
hamstring is a bit sore and it
needs four or five days to settle
down. I'm only 75 per cent fit
at the moment and | won't be
playing for Worcestershire this
weckend. | shall just have to be
paticnl because it was quite a
nasty matter.”

Lancs win coMfortably

Lancashire ultimately won
by a comfortable margin de-
spite an outstanding 114 in
132 balls by opener .hhl*]r
Metcalfe, who hit seven
boundaries.

Metcalfe and Richard
Blakey (38) led a revival from
53 for three with a stand of
109 as Yorkshire pursued their
opponents’ lotal of 268 all out.

Will be missing
at Lord's

LONDON, June 13: lan
Botham has ruled himsell out
of England’s squad for the sec-
ond cricket Test t West
Indies starting at Lord's on

Jurie 20, Reuter.

All-rounder Botham, who
tore a hamstring nearly three
weeks ago, advised to
count him out of contention
for a Test place after helping
his county Worcestershire
reach the Benson and Hedges
Cup final on Wednesday.

Botham said: "l shall not be
playing this weekend because
the hamstring is a bit sore and,
in all honesty, | cannot say |
will be fit for a five-day game
by (next) Thursday.

"l discussed the sftuation
with England manager Micky
Stewart today and we've
reached the same conclusion.”

Botham was injured during
the first one-day international
against West Indies at Edghas-
ton on May 24 and subse-
quently missed the first Test
at ledgingley where En
won by 115 runs on Mo

Britain backs return of SA

LONDON, June
13: Britain on
Wednesday bac-
ked the return of
South Africa to
international cri-

cket in response to reforms to

apartheid, reports Reuter.

Foreign secretary Douglas
Hurd said that after talks with
the Alrican National Congress
(ANC) and the South African
Cricket Board, Britain would
back South Africa's readmis-
sion to the world cricketing
fraternity.

Hurd, in a written reply to a

parliamentary question, said
Britain was influenced by the

Greenidge ruled
out of remaining

tour matches

DERBY, June 13: West
Indies opener Gordon

Greenidege, who recently had
an operation for a knee injury,

| ts out of the rest of the tour of

England, manager Lance Gibbs
said on Wednesday, reports

Reuter.

Greenidge, who underwent
surgery on May 28 to repair a
chi knee bone damaged
in second one-day interna-
tional at Old Trallord, was
ruled out on the verdict of a
Harley Street surgeon after 10
days of therapy.

Gibbs said: "The surgcon
reporied that Gordon would
not be [it eno to for
the West Indhl“‘hﬁ:r ﬂthtr
four weeks. By then we will be
nearly into the fourth Test.

"Gordon isoul of the tour,
hut he will still see the sur-

ng.ln ori June 21 and ar-
further therapy.
port was faxed to
'I'.hl.' West Indltu Board in Bar-
bados and they had to come up
with a decision. It wil be a
great loss to us.”

Guyana opener Clayton
Lambert has already been
called up from English league
cricket as cover for 40-year-
old Greenidge, whose Test ca-
reer of 108 appearances may
now be over.

Eire beat Spain
in hockey

PARIS, June 13: Ireland
produced a Jor upset on the
opening d-r the European
Cup men's hockey tournament
with a 3-1 victory over Spain

on Wednesday, reports Reuter.
it was Ireland's first victo

in 19 years against the

side, who finished e four
places above Ireland in the
1990 World Cup.

England, runners-up in the
last European Cup in Moscow
four ycars ago, came back aller
Wales to win their Group B
match 3-1.

Holders and world champi-
ons Netherlands totally out-
c.assed Swizerland

‘day, repo

formation this month of the
non-racial united Cricket
Board of South Africa.

A decision on resuming
cricketing ties with South
Africa is on the agenda for a

+ meeting of the governing

of the sport, the Internatio
Cricket Council, in London
from July 10 to 12.

Hurd said he had explained
to the ANC that the govern-
ment did not control sport in

Cricketer gets

marching order

LONDON, June 13: Former
England cricketer Bob Wool-
licr was dismissed by a tennis
umpire after disturbing players
with his loud conversation on a
mobile telephone on Wednes-
rts Reuter.

The 43-year-old cricket
coach was ordered ofl the bal-
cony of an executive box after
his telephone conversation
rcpeatedly punctuated the
Centre Court hush and dis-
tracted last year's Wimbledon
finalist Zina Garrison.

The American world num-
ber nine fired repeated looks
of exas and the umpire
called for silence three times
before a red-laced Woolmer fi-
nally left to cheers from the
frustrated crowd.

Garrison went on to win her
second round match against
Pascal Paradis-Mangon of
France at the Birmingham
women's grass court champi-
onship 6-4, 6-3.

this country but that he was
"Sure l'.hlt the ICC would wish
to take account of this devel-
opment.”

South Africa has not taken
part in Test cricket since
1970 alter a vigorous world-
wide campaign against the
Pretoria government's race
policies.

Cricket is among the most
racially-integrated sport in
South Africa and the campaign
to end the international ban on
cricket contact has been
shared by the ANC and by the
South African cricketing au-
thorities.

The 50-nation
Commonwealth compfising
Britain and its former colonics
has yet to lift its 1977
Gleneagles agreement against
sports ties with South Africa
but is not standing in the way
ol sports bodies resuming
links in sports which are non-
racial

A spokesman for the ICC
was not immediately available .

Prime Minister John Major,
a keen cricket supporter, also
raiscd the issue of South
Africa’s return with Jamaican
Prime Minister Michael

the strongest wvoices for matn-
taining pressure on South

Alrica, favoured a step-by-step
appreach towards it
h-:k into international

Conditions of US athletics

venue termed ridiculous

NEW YORK, June
13: World
heptathlon
record-holder
Jackie Joyner-
Kersee's coach
lashed out on
Wednesday at what he called
“ridiculous” conditions at the

Us national athletics
championships, reports
Reuler.

“I'd give this meeting a sub-
zero rating,” said BOB Kersee,
Joyner-Kersee's coach and
husband.

He complained bitterly
about the long jum

tion which serves as the quali-
fying event for the US World
Championships team.

Later, Joyner-Kersee and
Dan O'Orien lost chances at
records when officials ne-
glected to have a wind guage
present at the decathlon 100
metres and heptathlon 100-
metre hurdles.

O'Brien ran what would
have been the fastest 100 me-
tres ever in a decathlon when
he closed 10.23 seconds in the
first of Wednesday's five
evenis. His result bettered Bri-
ton Dalely Thompson's clock-
ing of 10.26 in 1986 but can-
not be acceptéd for record
purposcs because of the ab-
sence of a wind guage.

Joyner-Kersee's time of
12.77 seconds was not the
fastest ever 100-metre hurdles

a
the wind guage world-
record possibilities for her as
well.



