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Soviet Generals |

e i

in polls race

MOSCOW, June 12 : Two
generals and a colonel
running in the Russian
Federation presidential and
vice presidential election
W » testimo to the

ednesday
Boviet pobitics.
tions to affluence and can do
the same for Russia, argues Col

.Oen Albert Makashov, a hard-
line Communist run for

president on a platform of law,
order and

: prosperity.

US President Dwight
Etsenhower was a general,
Makashov noted in a
- speech. "South Korea as well as
Taiwan have managed to

escape their crises under the
leadership of generals.”
Recent polls ‘show
Makashov, 563, winning only a
small percentage of the vote,
indicating Soviets don't gener-
ally approve of his brand of re-

But those few votes may

help front-runner Boris N
Yeltsin simple majority he
needs to win a first ballot vic-

Yeltsin chose as his ru

mate Col Alexander Rutskoi,

43, a decorated hero of the
Soviet war in and
an emerging reformist within

- Yeltsin's closest rival,
former Prime Minister Nikolaf
mhkﬂv. also named a famous
officer as his vice presidential
candidate, Col Gen Boris
Gromov, 48, the last comman-
der of Soviet forces (n

Afghanistan.

Soviet military officers lon
have played a major puliticaﬂ
role as members of the
Communist Party Central

Committee and of national, re-

gional and local legislatures.
The Russian presidential
election s significant not only
in the number of officers tak-
ing part, but because they are
tuming to the ballot box rather
than tanks. '

The
six mon

icture was different

ago.
In December, the so-called
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"black colonels,” Viktor
Alksnis and Nikolai
Petrushenko, were considered
responsible for forcing re-
formist Foreign Minister

tory in the coast-to-coas} vot-
ing. If none of the six presi-
dential candidates wins a ma-
jority, the two front-runners
will face off after two weeks.

To bolster his chances, and.

garner military support,
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Close to half a million from various of the world
have so far arrived in Saudi Arabia for the annual Hajj., or
Muslim pilgrimage, officials announced Tuesday, AP from

says.

The Saudi Press
Passports Major Gen. Fahd al-Shaif, said a total of 467,005
pilgrims had arrived in Saudi Arabia by Monday.

He said 407,650 pilgrims flew into the kingdom by air,
38,911 pilgrims arrived by land and 20,444 pilgrims arrived

The Hajj to Islam's holiest shrines at Mecca and Medina
culminates this year around June 23. By that time, an esti-
mated 1 million people from abroad, plus an equal number
from withih the kingdom, are expected to have congregated

at the shrines. |
The from around the world, are gathered

pilgrims coming

at certain terminals known as Hafj cities at Jeddah and vari-
ous entry points into the country. ,
32 killed in violence :..
total for 32 people were killed in a gunfight between Muslim
militants and security forces in Kashmir on Tuesday after
eight ' people died in related violence elsewhere in the
northern region, said, AFP from New Delhi reports.

An unspecified number of Muslim gunmen ambushed a

t of forces in downtown S , summer
of Jammu and Kashmir state, the Press Trust of India

{PT1] said. |

The incident led to a gunfight between the two sides,
leaving 32 dead and three seriously injured, state gov-~
emment in were guoted as

saying.
PT] said the casualties were mostly of militants, adding
thiat the officials did not say if there was any loss on the secu-
rity forces’ side.

T-H.lzguﬁdp.ﬁoninmnm.ougm:
on Tuesday officially demanded Palestinian

n in an international Middle East peace
— on an equal footing with other parties — and
said must come form both inside and outside the
lsracli-occupied territories, AFP reports from Tunis.

The demand came in a statement issued here from the
of the Palestine Liberation Organization after

S?

frem the opposition
alone for almost 47 first
cealition government since 1944. informed sources said
Tuesday, AP from Tirana repeorts.

premier, Communist technocrat Yili Bufi, was
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Eduard 1} Shevardnadze to re-

. ‘quotlng Director General of
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(Pakistan) : Volunteering school children serve water to a passing driver

June 11, in an effort to help bear the ongoing heatwave in this severely hit area. More than
300 people have died in the past 12 days in this region alone..

—AFP photo

MANAGUA, 12:
Authorities are investigating an
alleged plot to assassinate the
nation's military chief and two
top officials in President
Violeta Chamorro's adminis-
tration, the Interior Minister
said Tuesday, reports AP.

Interior Minister Carlos
Hurtado, who fs in charge of
internal security, said he was
one of the targets along with
Antonio Lacayo, the Secretary
of the Presidency, and Gen.
Humberto Commander

June

of the Armed Forces.

"The investfgation contin-

‘ues,"” Hurtado said, adding that

it has been going on since the
beginning of May. He spoke to
reporters briefly but gave no
details.

On Saturday, Lacayo said
that "extremist groups” op-
posed to Chamorro's efforts to

TIraq ready to destroy chemical

arms under UN supervision

NEW YORK (United
Nations), June 12 : Irag has of-

fered to handle the destruc- .

tion of its chemical weapons
under United Nations® supervi-
sion but is not prepared to
shoulder the cost of the
operation, reports AFP.
Meanwhile, the /Security
Council made no move to lift
the trade embargo against Iraq
after meeting to discuss the is-
sue, largely because Baghdad
has so far failed to comply with
all the conditions set down by
the ceasefire resolution. '
At the same time, Iran has
asked the United Nations to
take all necessary measures to
stop Baghdad from attacking

Shi'ite refugees in the south of
the country, close to the
Iranian border. R

Iran's UN Ambassador,
Kamml Kharrazi, said Tuesday:
"The Iragi regime is preparing
to attack Shi'ites in the south.
We have to warn the interna-
tional community about mas-
sacres of Shi'ite people, which
would be a genocide.”

“The United Nations has to
adopt measures to stop the
Iraqi government from attack-
ing its own people.”

Irag however, denied

‘Tuesday that it was planning

any such attacks. |
And. in a letter toc UN

Secretary-General Javier Perez

de Cuellar released Tuesday,
Iraqi Charge d'Affaires Samir
Al-Nima wrote that Iraq "Has
at its disposal the necessary
expertise' and technical facili-
ties to do so in a way that will
achieve the desired objective
under supervision and to the
satisfaction of the UN experts.”

He added that his
govern-
ment was prepared to consult

with UN experts and t
take tests quickly. >under:

"Participating in this way
will reduce the cost of de-
struction and the period of
time required for implementa-
tton of the destruction plan.”

the diplomat added.

UN Security Council resolu-
tion 687 passed last April 3
mandates the destruction of all
of Iraq's chemical and biologi-
cal weapons and /or the neu-
tralization of its nuclear instal-
lations as well as ballistic mis-
siles with a range of more than
150 kilometers (90 miles).

A team of 28 UN experts is
currently in Iraq to verify re-
ports provided by Baghdad to
the Security Council a month
ago on the quantities and loca-

tions of its missiles and chem-
ical arms stockpiles. Iraq has

denied having biological and
nuclear weapons.

COLOMBO, June 12 : Britain
is furious over Colombo's ex-
pulsion of its chief envoy in Sri
Lanka. Colombo thought it will
probably not retaliate, officials
and analysts said toady, reports
Reuter.

Colombo still can only guess
at what Britain will do 13 days
after the government declared
British High Commissioner
David Gladstone persgna non
grata for alleged intgrierence
in local government elections.

"Britain must be see thing
over the issue but they are un-
likely to send back Sri Lanka's
High Commissioner
(Ambassador). though many
think this may happen.”

said

“"We feel the British gov-
ernment is unlikely to resort
to reciprocal action. Yet we
expect a response from there
and it is anybody's guess as to
what it would be,” a Sri Lankan
Foreign Ministry official said.

Britain could delay ap-
pointment of a new High
Commissioner, the official said.

Colombo said on May 30
Gladstone had violated election
laws by entering a polling cen-

'Hindu-Muslim ties
to be best ever
i_f BJP wins'

BANGALORE, June 12 : The
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP)
Secretary General, Ashok
Singhal Tuesday said Hindu-
Muslim relations will be the
best ever if BJP came to
power, reports PTI.

Addressing newsmen here
he said the opposition parties
were spmeading the falsehood
that the VHP and BJP were

the Muslims. This was
far from the truth. There
would be no communal riots
and the minorities will live
like egual citizens once the
BJP came to power he said.

On the 'Ram Janmabhoomi
— Babri Masjid issue,’ he said
there was no Moscow at
Ayodhya and it was only a
‘victory memorial' for Babar,

‘the Mughal Emperor. On the

other hand, the Ram Mandir

had existed there for hundreds
of before it was demol-

years
ished to build the memorial.

Heatwave kills
50 more in_

one

tre during elections on May
11. He had also complained to
police about election irregular-
ities.

London rejected the charge
and said there were no
grounds for the expulsion. An
appropriate response was be-
ing considered. it said.

The British Foreign Office
cancelled a visit this month to
Colombo by a Junior Minister.

Gladstone left Sri Lanka on
Sunday and reporters at the
airport said he appeared sad-
dened to leave a country that
had been his home for the past
four years.

Diplomats. including several
from the European Commu-

British response to Lankan
‘expulsion of its envoy likely

nity. said they were concerned
Gladstone may have been
expelled because of his
frequent outbursts on human
rights issues.

"The government is at pains
in trying to show that the ex-
pulsion was based on the May
11 incident and not on
Gladstone's past record. But
we feel it was (because of) the
human rights angle.” one
diplomat said. .

The incident could sour re-
lations and might prompt
Britain to cut aid to Sri Lanka,
one economist said. Britain is

one of Sri Lanka's biggest -

donors, giving 30 million dol-
lars last year.

NEW DELHI, June 12 :
Many Indians still wish Rajiv
Gandhi's ltalian-born widow
Senia, who has twice turned
down the leadership of his
Congress Party. could be their
Prime Minister, according to a
survey published Wednesday.
reports Reuter.

As the world's most popu-
lous. democracy resumed a
general election which was
disrupted by Gandhi's assassi-
nation, the Times of India said
34 per cent of voters wanted
Sonia Gandhi, (44) to lead the
country — twice as many as
her nearest rival.

Rajiv Gandhi, killed by a
woman suicide bomber on May
21, folewed his assassinated
mother Indtra Gandht and her
[ather Jawaharlal Nehru in a
dynasty which had ruled India
for all but five of the years

35 pc Indians want
Sonia as PM

since independence Irom
Britain in 1947.

Today's survey suggested
that Congress leaders gauged
the public mood accurately
when they pleaded with
Gandhi's politically inexperien-
ced widow to maintain the
tradition.

Of the 10,000 voters ques-
tioned, 61 per cent thought
Congress was right to ask
Sonia Gandhi to lead the party.
But exactly the same percent-
age said she was right to
refuse.

Vishwanath Pratap Singh,
who defeated Gandhi in 1989
polls, was second choice for
Prime Minister with 17 per
cent support.

Narasimha Rao, the veteran
Gandhi loyalist eventually cho-
sen to lead Congress. was in
third place with 14 per cent.

o
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An undated handout photo of Lt Gen Asif

.....

Nawaz Janjuh, who was appointed by President Ghulam
Ishaq Khan June 11 as chief of the Pakistan Army,
replacing Gen Mirza Aslam Beg whose three-year tenure

expires August 1991.

—-A.'l"? photo

“which also asserted

Human rights activists say
at least 60,000 young people
have died or disappeared since
1987 in a military crackdown
against a left-wing rebel
movement that tried to over-
throw the government.

The revolt was crushed and
pro-government vigilantes
killed thousands of men and
women suspected of support-
ing the rebels.

Many Sri Lankans, while
agreeing that the government
was justified in taking some
kind of action against

~ Gladstone, said they felt his

expulsion was too harsh.

"Does the punishment fit
the crime? The government
should have at least summoned
him to the Foreign Office and
called for his explanation,
which was not done.” a local
political commentator said.

Kennedy flouts
Senate rules

WASHINGTON, June 12 : A
conservative . political group

Tuesday filed an ethics com-
plaint against US Senator

Edward M Kennedy, alleging
that he violated Senate rules by
his actions related to an inves-

tigation of a rape charge
against his nephew, reports
AP.

complaint,
that
Kennedy had failed to assist
the purported victim as she
screamed outside the family's
Florida home, was lodged with
the Senate Ethics Committee
by the Conservative Campaign
Fund.

If the committee deter-
mines the complaint meets
technical requirements, the
panel must notify the Senator

that an initial review will be
conducted and invite *him to

respond.

The sworn

Paul Donovan, spokesman
for the Massachusetts Dem-
ocrat, said Kennedy had no
immediate comment.

Kennedy nephew William
Kennedy Smith, 30, faces trial
of second-

‘woman from Jupiter, Florida.
The assault allegedly occurred

at the mﬁ.ﬂﬂy estate in
Palm Beach, on March
30. Smith has pleaded inno-
cent. |

Kaifu's popularity
rises to 50 pc

TOKYO, June 12: Almost
hall the Japanese le want
Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu
to step down in October when
his two-year term as President
of the ruling liberal Party ex-
pires, an opinion poll pub-
lished Wednesday said, reports
AFP.

The poll conducted by the
leading newspaper ‘Asahi
Shimbun' however showed
that Kaifu's popularity had
risen to 50 per cent from 47

b oo yly§ oo

it also put the support rate

of the LDP at 64 per cent, the

since the party was
founded in 1966.

reconcile the opposition leftist
Sandinistas and former Contra
rebels were involved in th
plot. . 4
That same day, radio sta-
tions said at least one person

was arrested Thursday night

for allegedly firing shots at
Lacayo's residence, but none of

the .officials involved com-
mented on the report.

However, police and other
security forces deployed in
force at about at time
Thursday night. patrol

streets in search
weapons and suspects.

Last month, unidentified as-
sailants fired several shots at a
Managua hotel where Cham-
orro was attending a wedding.
No one was hurt and no arrests
were reported, but several
officials blamed the former

' Contra rebels for the attack.

Both Lacayo and Ortega re-
ce accused Vice President
Vir Godoy and Managua's
mayor, Arnold Aleman, of en-
couraging former rebels in
northern N to rearm,

The two are ultra-conserva-

Plot to kill Nicaraguan

President's aéges '

Chamorro, leading a maver-
ick coalition, defeated
leftist Sandinistas by a land-
slide in elections held in
February 1990. The M&

Shevardnadze

. urges opposition

to unite

VIENNA, June 12 : Former
Soviet Forcign Minister Ed-

tives who sympathise with
some of the rebels disgruntled
because
| Chamorro administration has
not' given. them land as
memlsed when they demo-

uard Shevardnadze urged the
Soviet Unien s demiccratic op-
positien partics to unite in a
single movement to better
challenge the Communist
Party, reports AFP.
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BASLE (Switzerland): American actress Elizabeth Taylor
gestures during a press conference of the 'Art against
AIDS' organisation in Basle prior the start of the art
exhibition and fair 'Art 91'. Liz Taylor is the honorary
President of the organisation . - —AFP photo

- Bob Hawke booked

BRISBANE, June 12: Australian police booked Prime Min-
ister Bob Hawke on Wednesday for not wearing a car seatbelt
after he was shown on television conducting an interview
from the back of his Limousine, reports Reuter.

The Channel Nine network's switchboard was
with more than 1.000 complaints after Hawke's unbelted car

trip through the Queensland capital on Tuesday during a
meet-the-people tour. .

"He expressed regret for his momentary lapse and asked
to be treated like any other citizen,” Queensland Police Com-
missioner Noel Newnham told reporters.

The labour leader will have to pay a 100 dollar (75 US) fine
for his indiscretion. -

"He always wears a scatbelt when he sits in his normal po-

sition in the car, which is in the front." a spokesman for .

Hawke said.

Police said the reporter and cameraman travelling with
Hawke be charged with similar breaches of Queens-
land's Laws.

In 1971 Australia became the first country in the world to
make the scatbelts compulsory. Last year 2,332
ple were killed in road accidents across the country.
has a population of 17 million. . '

from Teenmurti House to Shakitisthal.
The book also contains the tributes paid by national and

international leaders to Gandhi's statesmanship.

food addiction most of her 48 years, reports AP.

“Food and its contrpl over me was absolutely intertwined
until seven or eight years ago,” said , who was in
town Monday to promote her au , 'This is Living:

recetved an Oscar nomination in 1966 for
"Sunday Lovers®, "Tom
Eyes,” "Everything You Always



